Second Sunday in Lent
February 25, 2018

VISITORS
We invite you to pick up a Visitor’s Packet as you leave worship today.
Thank you for joining us this morning! We are blessed by your presence.
Children are always welcome in church, but if desired, there is a nursery for those age 4
and younger located downstairs past the elevator, across the hall from the bulletin
board.
Large print bulletins for today’s worship are available.
Please ask an usher if interested.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST
Sunday (Today)

9:15 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Coffee & Donuts
Learning for all ages
Worship Service

Monday

3:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Bible Study
Girl Scouts
Synod NYG Briefing - FH
Scouts

Wednesday

9:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

LWR Quilters
Bible Study
LARC Soup at First-FH
LARC Worship at Corpus Christi

Thursday

6:00 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

Rose Ringers
Sanctuary Choir Practice

Friday

9:00 a.m.

Service of Communion and Healing

9:15 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Coffee & Donuts
Learning for all ages
Worship with Holy Communion

Tuesday

Saturday
Sunday

2

Gathering
WELCOME & MISSION MOMENT
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand as you are able
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
God of heaven and earth, you come in close and make us yours.
Equip us by your Spirit to confess our sin, embrace your forgiveness,
and seek the way you set before us in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.
Please kneel or be seated as you are able. Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Merciful God, our will is handcuffed to sin, and we cannot break free.
We have spoken when we should have kept quiet. Silence. Forgive us.
We were silent when we should have said something. Silence. Forgive us.
We acted when we knew better. Silence. Forgive us.
We were still when we know we should have moved. Silence. Forgive us.
For the wrong we have done, for the good we have failed to do,
have mercy on us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
People of God, look to the ☩ Son, given to heal you and set you free
because God loved the world so much. Take hold of life—eternal life! Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Please stand as you are able.
You may choose to offer the peace of the Lord through the shaking of hands along with
spoken word, or to speak the words without shaking hands. Please be respectful of
others’ health concerns throughout the cold and flu season.
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GREETING AND KYRIE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray. O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of
shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of
Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

WORD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
FIRST READING

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

1

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him,
“I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant
between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on
his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be
the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your
name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I
will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come
from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after
you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to
your offspring after you.”
15
God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah
shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will
bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM
23

Psalm 22:23-31

You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel.
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For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is
the LORD‘s face hidden from them;
but when they cry out, the LORD hears them.
25
From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
26
The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
28
For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.
29
Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
30
Their descendants shall serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
31
They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”

SECOND READING

Romans 4:13-25

13

The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.
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For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to
those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I
have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not
exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many
nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did
not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as
dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of
Sarah’s womb.
20

No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong
in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do what
he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now
7

the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours
also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the
dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our
justification.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

Mark 8:31-38

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 8th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
31

Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days
rise again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind
me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
34
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for
the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world
and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son
of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated.
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SERMON

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. Please stand.
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Please be seated.

OUR RESPONSE
GATHERING OF GIFTS
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
Online giving is available at felcc.org

ANTHEM

Mark Hayes
“Standing onarr.
theby:
Promises”

Standing on the promises of Christ my King, thro’ eternal ages let his praises ring;
glory in the highest, I will about and sing ‘cause I’m standing on the promises of God.
Standing, standing, standing on the promises of God my Savior;
standing, standing, I’m standing on the promises of God.
Standing on the promises that can not fail,
when the howling storms of doubt and fear assail,
by the living Word of God I shall prevail, standing on the promises of God.
Standing, standing, standing on the promises of God my Savior;
standing, standing, I’m standing on the promises of God.
Oh, yes, I’m standing on the promises. Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord,
bound to him eternally by love’s strong cord,
over coming daily with the Spirit’s sword, standing on the promises of God.
Standing, standing, yes, I’m standing on the promises of God my Savior; standing,
standing, I’m standing on the promises of God, standing on the promises.
Standing on the promises I cannot fall, List’ning ev’ry moment to the Spirit’s call,
resting, all in all, standing on the promises of God.
Standing, standing, I’m standing on the promises of God my Savior;
Standing, standing, I’m standing on the promises of God.
Standing on the promises of God. Standing on the promises of God,
standing on the promises of God, standing on the promises of God,
standing on the promises of God, I’m standing on the promises of God,
I’m standing on the promises of God, promises of God!
Please stand as you are able.
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OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the offering
of our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of the
resurrection; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth,
and claimed us as children of the light,
strengthen you on your journey into life renewed.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you ☩ peace.
Amen
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DISMISSAL
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33504.
Hymns reprinted by permission under One License #A-727079

Welcome to The Rev. Dr. Herb Spomer who is leading our
worship today. It is a joy to have him with us this morning.

Please remember in your prayers
Chip Barnes
JJ Diehl 3/25
George Leeper 2/28
Henry Nixon 3/25
Dalton Paul 3/25
Jack Schumacher
Eleanor Stenger 3/14

Worship Attendance:

Esther Beaver 3/11
Preston Friend 3/11
Susan Llabres 3/11
Edward O’Gara 3/11
Pat Plasterer
Klaus Schwed 3/11
Tracy Stenger 3/14

Vikki Dent 3/11
Elva Kroeger
Natalie Newcomer
Eric Oyer 3/11
Nancy Propst 3/11
Cody Sloan 3/4
Elizabeth Ward

Friday, February 16 12
Sunday, February 18
75
Sunday School
22

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by Kristen Potts
PASTORAL CARE - Pastor Nicholson will be away from the office through March 1.
If you are in need of pastoral care during this time, please contact Pastor Kampmeyer at
717-264-0760.
14

LARC SOUP DINNERS
Join us for Soup and Bread suppers at 5:30 each Wednesday evening during Lent
(February 21 – March 21). Suppers will be served at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Feel free to invite your friends. Members of Trinity Lutheran, Second Lutheran, Corpus
Christi Roman Catholic, and Trinity Episcopal Churches are invited to attend as well.
Please contact Barb Evans at 717-360-2535 if you can help by bringing soup and bread.

LENT WORSHIP
Our Lenten Offering to God is the theme of Wednesday evening worship with our sisters
and brothers from the LARC Community (Lutherans, Anglicans and Roman Catholics).
We gather at 7 p.m. each week with a social time following worship.
Date

Theme

Preacher

Location

February 28

Almsgiving

The Rev. Carenda Baker

March 7

Prayer

The Rev. Fr. Brian Olkowski

March 14

Fasting

The Very Rev. Fr. Luis Rodriguez

March 21

Serving/Acts
of Love

The Rev. Sharon Kelly, PhD

Corpus Christi
320 Philadelphia Ave
First Lutheran
43 West Washington St.
Trinity Episcopal
58 South Second St.
Second Lutheran
240 East Washington

15

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BOOK OF ESTHER - Pastor Herb Spomer will be leading Pastor's class on February 25
during Sunday School. Reading: The Book of Esther. Class is held in Meeting Room 2.
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER will be held at Zion Reformed Church of
UCC, 259 South Main Street, Chambersburg, Friday March 2 at 1:30 p.m.
Parking is at the rear of the church. Theme: All God’s Creation is Very
Good!
HOLY COMMUNION INSTRUCTION will be held on Saturday,
March 10th from 9:00 a.m. to Noon. This class is for elementary age
children and their parents. If your child is currently receiving
communion and you would like them to have a better understanding
of the sacrament, or if your child would like to receive Holy
Communion in the near future, this class is for you. Please call or email the church office to register.
WALL OF ENVELOPES Four youth from First head to Houston in June
for a life-changing week of worship, fellowship, and service alongside
30,000 youth from across the country. They need your support! Take an
envelope (or several) off the wall between the Fellowship Hall and Memorial
Hall, along the ramp downstairs, and return it to the church office with both a donation in
the dollar amount specified on the front of the envelope and your name and address so we
can thank you. Checks should be made payable to "First Lutheran Church -- Youth
Savings Account." Keep us in prayer.
BACKPACK PROGRAM is designed to help meet the nutritional needs
of children at risk of hunger over weekends and holidays. Participating kids
are given backpacks weekly containing non-perishable food to meet their
nutritional needs. February collection: Spaghetti and Meatballs; Ravioli;
Beefaroni; and Lasagna. These are all individual serving containers.
HATS, MITTENS, AND SCARVES PROJECT- During this winter
season the Neighborhood Task Team has shared a total of 409 items to
keep our neighbors warm. Collection for this project will continue
throughout the year. This collection includes items for men, women and
children. Thanks for helping.
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GIVE AND TAKE BOX is an ongoing program. The bright
red box out front is a distribution for personal care items to our
neighbors. When you are shopping please remember to
purchase a few items to share with our neighbors-shampoo,
deodorant, toothpaste, toilet paper, tissues, etc. Thank you all
for being a part of this outreach.
LAUNDRY DAY REVIEW - Wow! The Neighborhood Task
Team met a crowd at Nana’s Wash House on February 11, 2018.
While team members at the laundry gave out coin packages,
detergent pods and dryer sheets, other team members offered
sandwiches, snacks and drinks at the church. We were also able to
share bed quilts, towels and clothing items. We received many
expressions of gratitude and blessings for the event and also for the items in the Give and
Take Box. Our neighbors do appreciate the ways that First is showing Christ’s love
through us. The Task Team shared all 60 of the coin packages. Please keep saving your
quarters for this ministry. Thank you for your support. Next Laundry Day is June 3rd.

Stewardship Snippet
Exodus 20:8-11 – Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy.
Six days you shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the
LORD your God; you shall not do any work – you, your son or your daughter, your male
or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the
LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day;
therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.
Take one day off per week – God’s orders!
God spends FOUR verses to tell us to keep the sabbath day holy.
It’s that important! Holy stewardship of our lives means we take time to
refrain from work. So chill out! It’s literally a sin not to!

PMI PREGNANCY MINISTRIES Linda Barr, Executive Director of PMI Pregnancy
Resource Center joins us today. PMI helps with counseling, supplies and equipment for
anyone who is pregnant. Our Lenten offerings this year will go toward this service.
Remember to place your Lenten offering envelope in the plate or mail to the office – do
not use it at the LARC midweek services.
17

DINNER THEATER You are invited to a Dinner Theater Production of
“Million Dollar Meatballs” by Todd Wallinger,
Join us on March 2,3, and 4, 2018 at Solomon’s Lutheran
Church. You will find two bumbling jewel thieves running
from the cops and finding themselves in hot water at Chez
Monyeu, a restaurant so bad the mice are the only repeat
customers! And that is just the start of their problems. Come
hungry for meatballs, fellowship and laughter! Dinner
Shows-March 2 & 3 at 6:30 p.m. Ticket price $20 for adults and $12 for children 5-12.
Matinee & Dessert-March 4 at 2:30 p.m. Ticket price $15 for adult and $8 for children
5-12. For information and tickets, call 717-729-5470. Reservations and prepayment
required. Seats will be reserved by table.
SPRING QUILTING RETREAT gathers women to share
fellowship and talents on Friday, March 16 – Sunday, March 18 at
Camp Kirchenwald. The cost of the full weekend (Fri-Sun) is $150.
Two days (Fri-Sat or Sat-Sun) is $85. One day (Sat, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.)
is $55. Registration forms are available at Lutheran Camping.org or
by calling the Camping Office at 717-677-8211.
LENTEN DEVOTIONS are available through United Lutheran
Seminary. To view, visit LentLoveLaughter.com. On the website, you
may request to receive daily Lent, Love, and Laughter e-mails in your
box. Return to the Lord your God.
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS - One good act leads to another, and the impact
grows. We have experienced this as many of you direct Choice Dollars to
First Lutheran. The outreach funding we have received from Thrivent
Financial through this program is continuing our important mission.
During 2017 our church received $1,211 from the Thrivent Choice
program. Thank you for your support. Eligible members who have Choice Dollars have
until March 31, 2018 to direct them. Don’t miss this opportunity to recommend that
Thrivent Financial provide outreach funding to First Lutheran.
Questions? – Contact Gertrude Kampmeyer at 717-264-0760.
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Today 2/25

Next Sunday 3/4
Christian Burkholder
Adam Grove

Acolyte
Nursery

Deb Fleegal
Nancy Hamilton

Christy Burkholder
Laura Burkholder

Driver

Mike Ross

Tudy Gates

Memorial Hall
Greeters

Ernie Fricke
Nancy Fricke

Nancy Hamilton
Karin Woods

Narthex Greeters

Bob Hammer
Dot Hammer

Joe Hunt
Marcia Hunt

Lector

Dot Hammer

Dia Schumacher

Prayers

Dot Hammer

Dia Schumacher

Sound Board

Mike Dent

Ben Yaukey

Opening Custodian

Jeff Dorand

Jeff Dorand

Closing Custodian

Jeff Dorand

Dalton Paul

Money Depositor

Tom Kriner

Don Shoop

Altar Guild

Gerry Wilson
Rose Wilson

Ruth Ann Brown
Donna Ross

Ushers

Mike Dent
Rick Gates
Rod McKenrick
Rose Wilson

Gary Fleegal
Rick Gates
Tudy Gates
Mark Nicholson
Denny Love
Tom Kriner
Dalton Paul
Amanda Rankin
Dia Schumacher
Kathy Shoop

Communion
Assistants
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FIRST EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
43 West Washington Street
Chambersburg, PA 17201
Website – www.felcc.org
Email office@felcc.org
Church Office – (717) 264-2015
Pastor
Director of Church Music
Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministry
Parish Administrator
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Custodian

The Rev. Jane Nicholson
Freda J. Dorand, Deacon
Kathleen Getaz
Christie Brown
Bonnie McKenrick
Carol McCoy
Josh Dorand

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.

We welcome our visitors this morning.
Please pick up a visitor’s packet. They are located at the top of the steps at the
rear of the church or on the table at the elevator entrance.
Our Mission
The mission of First Lutheran Church is to be the light of Jesus,
burning brightly and vigorously in our community.
We invite ALL to hear and receive God's blessing in Jesus,
and to worship with us:
Worship Schedule

Sunday at 10:45 a.m. and
Friday at 9:00 a.m. for Communion and Healing Services.
Coffee and Donuts 9:15 a.m. Sunday
Learning for all ages 9:30 a.m. Sunday
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