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Worship   
 

March 4  
3rd Sunday of Lent  

 Holy Communion at 10:45a.m.  
 

March 11  
4th Sunday of Lent  

Worship at 10:45 a.m.  

 

March 18  
5th Sunday of Lent  

Holy Communion at 10:45 a.m.  
 

March 25  
Sunday of the Passion  

Adult Cantata  

Holy Communion at 10:45a.m.  
 

March 29  
Maundy Thursday  

Worship at 7:00 p.m.  

 

March 30  
Good Friday  

Worship at 9:00 a.m. -Chapel 

Worship at 7:00 p.m. -

Sanctuary  
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Holy Week  
  Worship Schedule  

 

Palm Sunday   
Sunday, March 25 at 10:45 a.m.  

Our Adult Choir will be presenting a cantata  

on this festive day of palms and  

entering into Jerusalem to begin our Holy Week.   

We will have communion on this day at our worship.   

Please invite your neighbors and friends.  
 

Maundy Thursday  
Thursday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m.  

Join us as we hear the new commandment of Jesus,  

òLove One Anotheró as we gather at the table of our Lord.   
 

Good Friday  
Friday, March 30  

9:00 a.m. in the Chapel - Service of the Word  

7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary - Our Tenebrae Service  

(service of progressive darkness)  
 

Easter Sunday   
Sunday, April 1  

8:00 a.m.- Festival Worship   

9:00 a.m. - Easter Breakfast with childrenõs activities  

10:00 a.m. - Egg Hunt  

10:45 a.m. - Festival Worship   

Join us during Holy Week and then  

celebrate Christõs resurrection on Easter. 
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LENT PRACTICES  
LARC  LENTEN SOUP DINNERS   Join us for Soup and Bread suppers at 5:30 each  

Wednesday evening during Lent (February 21 ð March 21).  Suppers will be served at 5:30 p.m. 

in the Fellowship Hall.  Feel free to invite your friends.  Members of Trinity Lutheran, Second 

Lutheran, Corpus Christi Roman Catholic, and Trinity Episcopal Churches are invited to attend 

as well.  
 

Please contact Barb Evans at 717 -360-2535 if you can help by bringing soup and bread.  
 

LENT WORSHIP   Join our brothers and sisters in Christ each Wednesday through March 21 

for worship in the following locations.  We especially look forward to hosting the service on 

Wednesday, March 7 at 7 p.m.  We hope you will be able to join us especially on that evening as 

we welcome those from the LARC Congregations of Second Lutheran, Trinity Episcopal, Trinity 

Lutheran, and Corpus Christi Roman Catholic Church.   

LENTEN OFFERING    The Stewardship Committee has designated that money received in the 

offering envelopes labeled òLentó or òLent Offeringó will be used toward Pregnancy  

Ministry, Inc. (PMI).  This organization provides free & confidential services including STI  

testing & treatment, pregnancy & pregnancy related services, material support and  

unconditional, non -judgmental acceptance.  Pregnancy Ministries opened its first center in May 

of 1986 and today serves hundreds of men and women annually at four South Central PA  

locations.  Through your gifts, free and confidential services are provided free of charge to their 

clients.  
   

The offerings placed in the òLentó envelopes and given at First will be used toward this effort.  

Offerings received in the Ash Wednesday envelopes go toward the FLC budget.  Offerings  

received at the LARC midweek services will be used toward the LARC projects in our local  

community.  
 

LENT DEVOTIONS   are available on line at LentLoveLaughter.com.  You may register at this 

site to have them sent daily to your e -mail.  

Date   Theme    Preacher  Location  

February 28  Almsgiving   The Rev. Carenda Baker  Corpus Christi  

320 Philadelphia Ave  

March 7  Prayer  The Rev. Fr. Brian Olkowski  First Lutheran  

43 West Washington St.  

March 14   Fasting   The Very Rev. Fr. Luis Rodriguez  Trinity Episcopal  

58 South Second St. 

March 21  Serving/Acts of Love  The Rev. Sharon Kelly, PhD  Second Lutheran  

240 East Washington  

HOLY COMMUNION INSTRUCTION  will be held on Saturday, March 10 th  from 9:00 a.m. to 

Noon.  This class is for elementary age children and their parents.  If your child is currently  

receiving communion and you would like them to have a better understanding of the sacrament, 

or if your child would like to receive Holy Communion in the near future, this class is for you.  

Please call or e-mail the church office to register.  
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NOTES FROM THE YOUTH DIRECTOR  

Believe it or not, itõs high time to be thinking about summer!  
Three (of many, to be sure) incredible opportunities  

available to young people this summer:  
         

         ELCA National  

       Youth Gathering  
Infinite thanks to all those who 

have already supported the 

youth through the Wall of  

Envelopes campaign. We would love to reach 

our goal by Easter, and there are still enve-

lopes on the wall! Would you consider making a 

donation toward the faith formation of our 

young people as part of your Lenten sacrifice?  

 

Vacation Bible School  
Get ready: June 11 -14, our church building becomes a deserted island! 

Weõll suddenly find ourselves shipwrecked, discovering all sorts of ways 

that Jesus rescues us. You are more than welcome to join us for dinner at 

5:30, whether you are a part of VBS or not, and we will wrap up each 

evening around 8pm.  
 

If you know a child who is 3 years old, entering 6 th  grade, or anywhere in 

between, we would love to share VBS with them! More details will be available soon, but for 

now, put the dates on your calendar and invite all the kids in your life.  
 

If you are a child at heart and want to join in on a raucous week full of the Spirit,  

ask me how you can help make it all happen!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another massively exciting development:  

you can now follow us  

@felccyouth on instagram!  

 

Camp  
The Lower Susquehanna Synod is home to two different camps, Kirchenwald and 

Nawakwa. Both give campers from kindergarten through 11 th  grade a chance to  
experience God in nature, community, adventure, worship, and ever so much more. 

And, for those who are just a tiny  bit too old to be a camper, there are opportunities 
to serve on camp staff! Graduating seniors and current college students:  
this is the opportunity of a lifetime ð donõt miss out! 

 

Camp can have a truly revolutionary impact on a personõs journey of faith ð and if you donõt  
understand why I believe that, seriously, ask me about it anytime! Or, even better ð experience 

it for yourself. In fact, this congregation believes so strongly in the power of camp that FELC 
generously offers up to $300 to any child who is an active member of the congregation who 

would like to go to camp.  
 

There are camp brochures available in the church office, and you can always find out more at  
lutherancamping.org.  
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STEWARDSHIP  

EVANGELISM  

 

THANK YOU.  THANK YOU.  THANK YOU!  
 

One good act leads to another, and the impact grows. Thanks to eligible 

members of Thrivent Financial, thatõs what we have  experienced 

through the Thrivent Choice program. Many of you directed Choice  

Dollars to  First Lutheran. Through your individual recommendations, 

you have helped to make a difference. The outreach funding we have  

received from Thrivent Financial through this program is continuing our important  

mission. During 2017 our church received $1,211 from the Thrivent Choice program. Thank you 

for your support. Eligible members who have Choice Dollars have until Mach 31, 2018 to direct 

them. Donõt miss this opportunity to recommend that Thrivent Financial provide outreach 

funding to First Lutheran. For more information, please contact Marlin L Maclay at  

717-264-3324 or go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.  

 

THE BIGGEST APRIL FOOLS OF ALL!  
 

This year, 2018, people of Christian faith will begin and end the 40 -day 

Lenten journey from a unique angle.  For the first time in 73 years (1945) 

Ash Wednesday fell on Valentines Day and Easter Sunday will fall on April 

Fools Dayñand it wonõt happen again until the year 2029. Coincidence or 

not, the juxtaposition of these bookended Lenten holy days with Valentines 

Day and April Fools Day gives us a creative opportunity to celebrate lent 

with a slightly different lens.  Might we suggest that, in the midst of a world in tumult, God 

can use a simple coincidence to remind us how much God cares about our life -story and how it 

moves us closer to God. In the crucifixion of Jesus, death believed it had sealed its victory over 

humankind, but in reality the beautiful and scandalous cross only solidified the redemptive 

plan conceived by the God of love.  This April Fools Day (AKA Easter) we get to celebrate hope 

and loveñto  experience the laughter that only a forgiven person, who has experienced Godõs 

mercy, understands.  You are invited to love God and neighbor and be consumed with Easter 

laughter in the midst of a chaotic world.  
 

From the community of United Lutheran Seminary ñstudents, faculty, and staff.  Go to 

lentlovelaughter.com for daily Lenten devotions from the seminary.  
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SPECIAL ENVELOPES FOR MARCH  
 

The special envelope in your packet of offering envelopes for the month of March is  

designated for Lutheran Disaster Relief. LDR brings Godõs hope, healing and renewal to 

people whose lives have been disrupted in the United States and around the world. When 

the dust settles and the headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance to those 

in need. LDR strives to help the church continue to be the church in the midst of disaster,  

following Christõs call to bring hope and healing to our neighbor in need.  Thank you for 

your support of these emergencies.  

Consider a Lenten Facebook ôfastõ 

Along with the old standbys of chocolate, alcohol, smoking and soda pop, Facebook and social 

media have joined the list of common things people give up for Lent as they prepare their 

hearts and minds for Easter.  
 

Itõs definitely a 21st century twist to the ancient practice of òfastingó to improve our willpower, 

strengthen our spirits, clear our minds, distance ourselves from distractions and bring us closer 

to God. And in our day and age, itõs entirely necessary, too. 
 

Whatõs the stewardship connection? God entrusts us to treasure and use wisely all that we have 

and all we are. Growing evidence concludes that excessive digital media not only wastes our 

time but also may cloud our thinking.  
 

Research shows people can become addicted ð yes, addicted ð to digital media. Scientists  

discovered that when folks get an affirmation on Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat or other social 

media, it triggers a response in the reward and pleasure centers of our brains. We want more 

and more and have a hard time disengaging. (Itõs a real issue. Just Google òsmartphone  

addictionó to learn more.) 
 

Moreover, there is growing concern about the effects that excessive digital exposure has on the 

developing brains of children.  
 

For those of us who use our phones for keeping up with news, texting, sending email, reading or 

watching video streaming, excessive smartphone use can lower our attention spans and train 

us to crave a constant stream of new information.  
 

And of course, all this digital media takes up time that we might be using for more healthful 

activities, such as praying, meditating, processing the important things of our lives, talking to 

friends, taking a walk, reading a book, exercising or playing a board game with family  

members.  
 

So maybe giving up Facebook and other digital media is a perfect idea for Lent in the 21st  

century. Like those old standbys of chocolate, alcohol, smoking and soda pop, giving up social 

media and other digital applications for Lent may not be easy, but it will help strengthen our 

spirits, test our willpower, clear our minds, distance ourselves from distractions and bring us 

closer to God. 
 
--Rob Blezard 
Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission.   

STEWARDSHIP  
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     SpiriTrust Lutheran  

DINNER AT THE RIDGE  
Dinner at the Ridge will be held at 

12:00pm at the Fleck Center at 

SpiriTrust Lutheran, The Village 

at Luther Ridge, on Wednesday, March 14, 

2018.  The cost is $7.50. The menu for 

March is Creamed Lettuce, Corn Beef,  

Cabbage, Carrots, Potatoes, Roll, Assorted 

Desserts and Beverage.   Please call Shirley 

Leister at 717 -263-6957 to make your  

reservation. Deadline for reservations is 

noon on Friday, March 9 th . 

    Wellness Talk  
The Wellness Talk for March is scheduled for Thursday, March 22 nd  at 1:00pm .  

Hearing Instrument Specialist, Stacey Parker, from Chambersburg Hearing will  

provide education about the importance of treating hearing loss and the benefits of 

hearing aids.  She will also provide complimentary hearing screening for those that 

are interested.  The talk will take place at the Fleck Center at SpiriTrust Lutheran, The  

Village at Luther Ridge, 2998 Luther Drive, Chambersburg.  Please R.S.V.P. to 267 -1665 if you 

plan to attend this informative session.  

SpiriTrust Lutheran  

Volunteer Opportunity  

Volunteers are currently 

needed to accompany staff 

and assist residents on off 

campus outings. Outings 

may include trips to restaurants,  

theaters, concerts, and other places of 

interest.  If you are interested in this 

opportunity to get to know and help  

other people, please contact  

Linda Beaver at 717 -264-0737 or  

lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org .  

CLINICAL PASTORAL EDUCATION FOR LAYPERSONS  
 

The Department of Pastoral Services is pleased to announce that it is accepting applications 
for Clinical Pastoral Education for Laypersons. The training is designed to give dedicated and  
talented persons in your faith community an opportunity to grow and mature in their role as 
lay leaders.    
 

The course begins on Tuesday, April 3 at 3 p.m. and will meet each Tuesday for 9 consecutive 
weeks. Each class session lasts approximately 2 hours and 30 minutes and includes power 
point presentations, group discussion, clinical learning methods and visitation practicum in 
the hospital.  
 

The course concludes with a one -day off -campus retreat on Saturday, June 2.  
 

Other than the cost of the course books, the training itself is free. In exchange for the free  
training, participants are asked to commit to a visitation period of three hours per week for six 
months. Upon successful completion of the program, participants may be eligible to be  
commissioned as Lay Pastoral Caregiver.  
 

Please not that course applicants will need a letter of recommendation from their pastor and 
must be able to successfully meet requirements to become a hospital volunteer.  
 

For more information or to register, interested persons should contact Beth Shetter Ray at  
717-262-4526 or via email at bshetter@summithealth.org. The application deadline is  
March 1, 2018.  

mailto:lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM  

Shˉˠ˔nʐ GoʋÙʟ  l˛ʁʍ ˔ʘ ˛ˤʞ c˛m˙ˤ˚iˢʦ 

The Give and Take Box  
An ongoing program  

      The bright red box out 

front is a distribution for 

personal care items to our neighbors .  When 

you are shopping please remember to  

purchase a few items to share with our 

neighbors: shampoo,  deodorant, toothpaste, 

toilet paper, tissues, etc. Thank you all for 

being a part of this outreach.  

Hats, Scarves and  

Mittens Project  
During this winter season 

the Neighborhood Task 

Team has shared a total 

of 409 items to keep our 

neighbors warm. Collection for this project 

will continue throughout the year. This  

collection includes items for men, women and 

children. Thanks for helping.  

                       LAUNDRY DAY  
  

Wow! The Neighborhood Task Team met quite a crowd at Nanaõs Wash 

House on February 11, 2018. While team members at the laundry gave 

out coin packages, detergent pods and dryer sheets, other team members 

offered sandwiches, snacks and drinks at the church. The team was also 

able to share bed quilts, towels and clothing items. We received many expressions of gratitude 

and blessings for the event and also for the items in the Give and Take Box. Our neighbors do 

appreciate the ways that First is showing Christõs love thorough us. The Task Team shared 

all 60 of the coin packages. Please keep saving your quarters for this ministry. Thank you for 

your support.  

RENOVATION  

RESTROOM RENOVATION   Thanks to  the team working together with the  

restroom renovations.  Your work is being completed as this is written and we are 

grateful for all of the effort and thoroughness with which you have approached 

this project.  It is a delight to direct guests to our restrooms, knowing that they 

are clean and fresh.  Jeff Dorand was the key leader for this project, and many 

others were instrumental as well.  Thanks to everyone for their financial  

contributions to this renovation and also for your patience.  
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Women of the ELCA is our congregationõs womenõs organization.  

All women of First Lutheran are welcome to attend any Women of the 

ELCA event or participate in any of our projects.   

 

SERVICE PROJECT  
Backpack Program    

 

The backpack program is designed to help meet the nutritional needs of children at  

risk of hunger during non -school hours, specifically weekends and holidays.  

Participating kids will be given special backpacks once each week  

containing non -perishable food to meet their weekend nutritional needs.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

These are individual serving containers.  

WELCA  

Quarterly Gathering  
Tuesday, March 6 at 7:00 PM  

Fellowship Hall  
 

Program ð òHospiceó  

Diane Krebs, Social Worker, and  

Kathryn Yaroschuk, Volunteer Coordinator 

will be our guest speakers, and they will give 

an overview of the Hospice program.   
 

Some of their information will concern  

the philosophy of hospice, the difference  

between hospice and palliative care,  

and eligibility and cost.   
 

All women of the church are  

invited to learn of this program,  

and to enjoy a time of fellowship.   
 

Both circles will be hostessing  

so come and enjoy some Fellowship time  

following her presentation.  

     

 World Day of Prayer  
is sponsored by Church Women 

United will be held on  

Friday  March 2 , 1:00 at  

Zion Reformed Church of 259 S. Main St.   

Registration forms for our Day of Renewal  

on Saturday, April 21 will be available at 

the March meeting. It will be in  

Shippensburg so hoping we can have many 

attending. Reservation deadline is April 9.  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS !    

Mothers and Others  

annual dinner is  

Tuesday, May 1  

                              March  

                                Fruit  
 

§ Canned Fruit, Fruit Cups in light syrup  

§ Dried Fruit: Raisins, Plums, Cranberries  

§ Applesauce 
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THANK YOU  

Connie Wilkins was honored for her many years of service  

with our children and music.  


