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-- Pastor Nicholson 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life. John 3:16 

 

February is the month of Scout Sunday (February 3), the Superbowl and 
Souperbowl of Caring (Bring your cans of soup! February 3), it is the month of 
Sledding and Skiing, and it is the month of Valentine’s Day (making Valentine 
baskets for our homebound members and delivering them (February 13). And in 
light of that, it is the month of love. 

 

In John 3:16, God expresses his love for us through the gift of his son. It is one of 
the best remembered and loved verses in the Bible. In it we learn of God’s entire 
plan for salvation: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son…” We 
were helpless to save ourselves and doomed to perish in eternal damnation. But out 
of God’s great love for us, he sent “His only Son” to suffer our punishment on the 
cruel cross. And because we believe this, we will not perish, but will receive the gift 
of eternal life. 

 

Let us remember…this is the greatest love ever. Happy St. Valentine’s Day. 
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WELCA 

Service Project: Backpack Program 

 

All members of the congregation are invited to contribute to the 

Backpack Program, which provides weekend meals to students who rely on 

school meals during the week. This may be the only food that some students get 

on weekends, and they are greatly needed and appreciated. 

 

For the month of February, we are collecting protein items such as 

spaghetti and meatballs, ravioli, beefaroni and lasagna.   These items 

should be in individual serving sizes. 

All women of the church are invited to join one of the Circle meetings of 

the Women of the ELCA.  

Sister Margaret Circle 

 Tuesday, February 5, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 

    Hostess:  Gertrude Kampmeyer 

    Study leader:  Janet Friend 

Afternoon Circle 

Monday, February 11, 2019 at 1:30 p.m. 

    Location :  Church meeting room 1 

    Study Leader:  Joyce Ray 

The Bible study program for the month of  

February is “One in Christ,” from a study of Ephesians. 

The February Women’s Fellowship Breakfast will be on 

Wednesday, February 20 at 8:30 a.m.  

at Johnnie’s Restaurant.  

All women are invited to join. 

Special events for February include the 

assembly and delivery of Valentine baskets 

for shut-in members of the congregation.  

The date is Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 9:30 

a.m.  Come and share in the spreading of 

good cheer to our home-bound members. 

February is also the annual birthday party 

for residents of the Inn at Luther Ridge.  It 

will be held on Tuesday, Feb. 19 at 1:30 p.m.  

We will provide entertainment and 

refreshments for the residents, and church 

members are invited to join in the 
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bright red box out front is a distribution 

for personal care items for our neighbors. 

When you are shopping please remember to 

purchase a few items to share with our 

neighbors. 

 

Helpful items include: shampoo, deodorant, 

toothpaste and brushes, toilet paper, 

tissues, soap, dish detergent, laundry  

detergent, Band-Aids, etc.  

 

As soon as the box is filled, it is soon 

emptied. It seems that our neighbors 

depend on this assistance from us.  

Thank you for being a part of sharing with 

our neighbors.  

The Give and Take Box 
An ongoing program 

 

IDEAS WELCOME 

 

The Neighborhood 

Task Team would 

welcome any ideas 

that you may have of 

ways that we can 

connect with and serve our 

neighbors. Please join us for any of 

our events. You do not have to be a 

member of the Task Team to 

volunteer at an event.  

 

Come and get to know our 

neighbors! 

 

Contact Mary Gotwald or Nancy 

Fricke. 

We have had requests for winter coats!  

If you have coat 

donations we would 

gladly accept them. 

Older children’s coats 

are especially needed 

but any would be 

greatly appreciated. 

Our laundry project 

is ongoing... 

 

 

keep those quarters 

rolling in! 
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STEWARDSHIP 

FEBRUARY SPECIAL OFFERING ENVELOPES 

The special offering envelopes for the month of February 

are designated for the Network Ministries.  The 

organization provides after school programming, education, 

trips and support for our neighborhood children.   Thank 

you for your extra contributions during the month of 

STEWARDSHIP NOTES 

PLANNING AHEAD 

How much do you really know about planning your will?  You may think you know what will 

happen to your assets once you’re gone, but you could be wrong.  Take this quick true or false 

quiz to test yourself. 

1.  Only the wealthy need wills. 

2.  If I pass away without a will, my money will go to my spouse or closest relative. 

3.  I don’t have children or dependents, so I don’t need a will. 

4.  A will is the only way to leave my possessions to others. 

5.  Real estate is treated the same as other property. 

6.  A will is always valid, regardless of its content. 

7.  A will is the most effective way to leave assets from my retirement plan. 

8.  Once done, a good will never needs revising. 

Check your answers – 

1.  False.  If you have any assets, you need a will. 

2.  False.  State laws will distribute your property according to their strict rules. 

3.  False.  If you don’t have a will, the government decides where your property and money      

goes. 

4.  False.  A trust might be a better option for your circumstances. 

5.  False.  Laws may treat types of property differently. 

6.  False.  Not the case if a person is defrauded or is under the influence of another. 

7. False.  Usually proceeds of a life insurance policy or IRA are based on the beneficiary 

designation form. 

8. False.  Changes could happen in tax laws, marital status, beneficiaries might  

pre-decease you. 
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STEWARDSHIP  
 

Stewardship of loving relationships 
 

Jesus said, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” – Mark 12:31b 

Jesus said, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” -- Matthew 5:43b 

 

Red hearts, roses and chocolates are everywhere, so it must be February – the month of love! 

There’s certainly nothing wrong with celebrating romance between you and a special someone, 

or love among family members, or best friends who are always there for one another.  

 

But our inner-circle folks represent only a sliver of the people Jesus calls us to love. And let’s 

face it: they’re the easy ones to love. Jesus calls us to a higher plane of love; to love everyone. 

This means not just the people about whom we are ambivalent, but our actual enemies and 

those who persecute us. 

 

Such love is a tall order, especially today, when hatred and demonization is rampant. Our 

political, media and social cultures encourage us to demean everybody with whom we disagree 

or who is different from us. Though it may be impossible to reach Jesus’ ideal, as stewards and 

disciples of Jesus, we can do better. 

 

Turn from hate. It may be too much to love our enemies, but we can start by turning from 

hatred. When negative feelings arise, refuse to marinate in them. Pray for guidance and 

strength. 

Remember that loving your enemy doesn’t mean approving of who they are, what they do, or 

letting them escape responsibility for their actions. It also does not mean you cannot 

protect yourself or others from harm. 

Imagine them as a broken, imperfect child of God (just like you!), who needs God’s love and 

mercy. 

Pray for them. Ask God to lead them, guide them, fill their lives with healing. Ask God to give 

them the kind of loving heart that you are hoping to develop in yourself. 

 

If you do these things consistently, with God’s help you will have transformed your heart, your 

life and our world.  

 
--Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2019, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as an 

assistant to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and works as content editor for 

www.stewardshipoflife.org. 

 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
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GIRL SCOUTS 

YOUTH GATHERING HIGHLIGHTS 

 

When we returned from the ELCA Youth Gathering in July, we shared some 
quotes from those who spoke during our Mass Gathering times of worship. Watch 
this space each month for more highlights! If you’re  
curious, ask someone who attended the Gathering to tell you more. All the videos 
of these talks are on YouTube in a playlist titled “ELCA Youth Gathering.” 
 
“Grace is a double-edged sword because it pushes me to a place I don’t want to 
go, a place where mercy and forgiveness is true for me -- awesome -- but it’s also 
true for those I can’t stand. You know, those who don’t deserve it. God’s grace is for me and for everyone 
who’s ever hurt me. It’s for me and my haters. I don’t like that. I resist that. And yet, how could it be true for 
me if it’s not true for them? And so the salvation of my enemy is so completely wrapped up in my salvation. 
This is why grace isn’t the central message of most Christian churches, you understand. Because Jesus Christ, 
lifted up, draws all people to himself. Not just the worthy, not just the likely, not just the lovely; all means all!” 
– The Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber 
 

“I hope for a Church and a world where people are not just welcomed -- they are celebrated!” – Rebekah 
Brueshoff 

Who wants Girl Scout Cookies? 
 
Troop 80176 starts selling on January 17th We’ve got Thin Mints, Samoas, Tagalongs, Do-si-dos, Trefoils, 
Savannah Smiles, S'mores and Toffee Tastics! STOCK UP on your Savannah Smiles: this is the last season 
that we will carry them! 
 
Please support Chambersburg GS Troop #80176 and place your orders between Jan.17th and Feb 11th. 
Cookies will be delivered March 11th. Most cookies are $4 per box with the exception of S'mores and Toffee-
Tastics which are $5 per box. Cases will also available for purchase. 
 
On Monday evenings starting on March 18th, the troop will have a cookie “drive-through” in the church 
parking lot. If you haven’t pre-ordered before then, come pick up some cookies without even leaving your 
car! 
 
Our Girl Scout Troop is in the process of a vote but some ideas for our "Gifts of Caring" cookies would be to 
support our local police, first responders and OVER THE RAINBOW Children's Advocacy Center. If you 
don’t want any cookies for yourself, please consider placing an order to send to these local agencies. 
To order, email: gstroop80176@gmail.com, or find a #80176 Girl Scout or Adult Member to order directly 
from them. The Scout leaders will be available at First on Monday nights between 6-8 pm with forms and 
pens in hand to take your orders! 
Thank you for supporting the First Lutheran Church Chambersburg Girl Scout Troop #80176. 

mailto:gstroop80176@gmail.com
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Do you think your child will ever need to say a prayer? 

Every day our children are bombarded with messages to put themselves first, to attain all that they can 

attain, and that they are entitled to everything they earn. Jesus’ message of justice, mercy, and love is often 

saved for Sunday mornings only…which can easily lead to Sundays Only disciples.  

What can we do to help our children grow into strong, faithful, lifelong disciples? Certainly we can read the 

Bible, attend Sunday school, watch Veggie Tales DVDs, listen to marvelous sermons, and talk about Jesus 

at home, but discipleship, following Jesus, is best learned by example and experience. One of the best ways 

that children can do this is through attending camp! The Lower Susquehanna Synod is blessed with the 

ministries of The Lutheran Camping Corporation, and the summer camp programs offered by both 

Kirchenwald and Nawakwa. 

At camp, children live in Christian community with many different people. They are cared for and affirmed 

by trained staff who are themselves faithful disciples. The counselors lead the campers in daily prayer, bible 

study and worship and give the campers opportunities to ask questions and to “try on” new faith 

opportunities, like offering a prayer. 

At Kirchenwald and Nawakwa, campers are encouraged to be who God created them to be, rather than fit 

into the world’s idea of who they should be. Campers learn independence and how to live with and get along 

with others. Good stewardship and respect for all creation is a way of life. And a week of camp is also 

packed with fun activities like nature study, crafts, swimming, campfires and songs. 

The Lutheran Camping Corporation has been training disciples since 1929. They’re good at it. And they 

have always seen themselves as an extension of the ministry of the congregations they serve. They will help 

us teach the children of our congregation what it means to be Children of God and how to live 

faithfully. They will help us teach our children to pray. 

Keep reading the Bible and taking your children to worship and Sunday School…and encourage the children 

and parents in your life to consider a week at Kirchenwald or Nawakwa – where God’s presence is 

experienced, faith is renewed, Christ’s love is felt, and the Church is 

strengthened. 

Registration for Summer 2019 is live now! Please see the summer camp 

brochure or visit www.LutheranCamping.org for more information. 

From The Lutheran Camping Corporation of Central Pennsylvania 

CAMP MINISTRIES 
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Will be held at 12:00pm at the Fleck Center at 
SpiriTrust Lutheran, The Village at Luther Ridge, on 
Wednesday, February 13th.  The cost is $7.50. The 
menu for February is Creamed Lettuce, Sweet & 
Sour Chicken, White Rice, Oriental Vegetables, 
Dinner Roll, Assorted Desserts and Beverages.  
Please call Shirley Leister at  717-263-6957 to make 
your reservation.   
 
Deadline for reservations is noon on Friday, 
February 8th.   

.  

DINNER  

AT THE RIDGE 

 SpiriTrust Lutheran 

Wellness Talk 
The Wellness Talk for February is scheduled for 
Tuesday, February 12th at 1:00pm.  The topic for  
February is Preventing Lyme and Tick Borne 
Diseases and will be presented by Stacy Plourde 
Overcash.  Having lost her former career to Lyme 
Disease, Stacy’s passion is now focused on helping 
others to prevent and navigate through this 
debilitating illness and its co-infections.  The talk 
will take place at the Fleck Center at SpiriTrust 
Lutheran, The Village at Luther Ridge, 2998 Luther 
Drive, Chambersburg.  Please R.S.V.P. to 267-1665 
if you plan to attend. 

Dear Pastor Nicholson & Members of First 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

On behalf of all of us at SpiriTrust 

Lutheran, and in particular, the many men 

and women whose lives will be served 

through the construction of a skilled 

nursing center at The Village at Luther 

Ridge, THANK YOU.  Your gift of $5,000.00 

to the “Completing Our Family of Services” 

campaign for Franklin County means so 

much. 

With Heartfelt thanks, 

Theresa Bachman 

Assistant Director of Development at 

SpiriTrust  Lutheran 

Thank you all for your caring and generous 

heart. 

Volunteer Opportunity at Luther 
Ridge 
Volunteers are currently needed to serve 

as worship assistants at the Word, Prayer, 

and Praise Service held on Thursday 

afternoons at 2:00pm at The Inn.  Duties 

include assisting residents, lighting 

candles, and distributing song books.  For 

more information, please contact Linda 

Beaver at lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org 

or 717-264-0737. 

mailto:lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org
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Volunteers are currently needed to knit or crochet prayer shawls for residents at The Inn and 

the new Skilled Care facility opening in the spring of 2019.  Please contact Linda Beaver at 

717-264-0737 or lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org if you are able to help with this project.  

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

A Stephen Minister is a lay Christian caregiver trained to provide comfort and support to 

someone going through a difficult time. Whether it is a time of grief, loneliness, an extended 

illness, or some other difficulty or life transition, a Stephen Minister stands ready to provide 

confidential, one-to-one, Christ-centered care. 

A Stephen Ministry training class is being planned for the spring of 2019. If you are interested 

in becoming a part of this powerful ministry or would like more information, please contact 

Linda Beaver at 717-264-0737 or lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org. 

 SpiriTrust Lutheran 

 

DISCOUNT CARD  

FUNDRAISER 
 

The SpiriTrust Lutheran  

Chambersburg Auxiliary  

is currently selling discount cards 

which feature discounts from local 

merchants. To receive the discount 

shown on the card, simply present 

the card when making your  

purchase. The cost of each card is 

$5.00. To purchase cards, please 

contact Tudy Gates at 717-264-6312 

or rtgates@comcast.net  

These cards will make great  

stocking stuffers for family and 

friends living in the area! 

mailto:lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org
mailto:lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org
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THANK YOU 

Dear Pastor Nicholson, 
Thank you for sending a note about Mom 

(Loraine) at the time of her passing.  We have 
fond memories of First Lutheran.   

Her Children, 
Mary Ann, Terry Huston 

 
On behalf of my late mother,  

Eleanor Stenger, I want to thank  Pastor Nicholson and the congregation for their prayers, cards, phone calls, 
and visits during her hospitalization and time at Paramount Nursing Facility. Also, a thank you to the 

carolers for their song and for the poinsettia they brought.  She enjoyed your singing and visit and so did her 
roommate.   

I also want to thank Pastor Nicholson for her phone calls and visits to me during this difficult past year. All 
your kindnesses have been much appreciated. 

 
Tracy Stenger 

SUPPORT FOR ANGELYNE 

Easy meal planning: don’t cook!   

Join us at 5pm on Tuesday, March 5, for our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper. Enjoy breakfast for 
dinner to benefit Angeline. A free-will offering will be collected, all of which is sent to help pay for her 
education, medical care, and other basic living expenses.   

Shrove Tuesday is traditionally a day of feasting before the Lenten season of fasting. So come to feast and 
support Angeline, and look forward to some Lent-related activities, ideas, and resources to take the season 
into your everyday life! 

  

We at Maranatha Ministry are very appreciative of your donation of $2,500.00.  With families having 
difficulty purchasing food due to down sizing of businesses and cut back in work hours,  We are able to 
give them food, as well as get their monthly food at no cost to them. 

May God Bless You, for your donation, 

Bennett Newcomer, Director of Maranatha 
Ministry Food Pantry 
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Dear Chambersburg Youth, 

 

Much greeting to you hoping that you are fine. I am very fine in Kenya. I am thanking God for 

the life that he has given to us without any payment. I really thank God for you because you 

have decided to take me as your own daughter may our heavenly father guide you in each and 

everything you are doing. I am very pleased with the gift that you brought to me last year they 

were very nice to me. I thank you very much for the support that you have given to me. I wish 

you to come to Kenya so that we may share a lot of things. I wish to see your siblings together 

with your family members.  

 

I am in form one and I am going well with my education in Kenya. I really like our teachers 

because they make me so much bright by teaching me whatever I do not understand. I thank 

you very much for offering to pay me school fees that my parents could not manage in their 

entire life. May be blessed by our heavenly father. May read from the book of  

Psalm chapter 23:1-6. 

 

From your beloved daughter, 

Angelyne Auma Olieno 

----- 

Angeline is a hard worker. She is a good student. Angeline has been promoted to 10th grade . 

Angeline has remained in good health throughout the year.  Angeline’s behavior is good. She 

gets frustrated at times because she cannot go home for long visits. Her aunt passed away 

suddenly this past year and her cousins and other family members have little communication 

with her. We work to maintain contact and short visit with them. We are really Angeline’s home. 

Our goals for Angeline are to continue to give her plenty of study time and to try to keep 

communication open with her extended family. We also try to take her, and other who do not 

have family to visit, on outings during school breaks. This gives her something to look forward 

to. Angeline is fully sponsored.  

 

Thanks for your support. 

 

SUPPORT FOR ANGELYNE 
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HELPING HANDS 

HOSPITALIZATION 
 

 

 
If someone you know from our church  

is hospitalized please  

contact Pastor Nicholson  

to let her know by calling  

717-264-2015 ext.4 or email  

flcpastor@outlook.com. If this is an 

emergency—feel free to  

contact Pastor Nicholson at home  

717-753-3940. 

  

SUBSTITUTE  

PARISH  

ADMINISTRATOR  

NEEDED  

 

Will fill in when secretary is off.  

Must be familiar with Microsoft Office -  

Word and Publisher primarily or willing to 

learn. For more information,  

call the church office at 717-264-2015. 

Unfortunately, too many of us have been 

touched by the suicide of a friend or loved 

one. Summit 

Health along 

with the 

Mental 

Health 

Association of 

Franklin and 

Fulton 

Counties is 

offering a 

Suicide 

Prevention 

workshop for 

area church members on Tuesday, 

January 29 from 6:30 to 8:00 pm at First 

Lutheran. Please invite anyone from the 

community who you feel might like to 

Let Seth Cody 

know  

we’re praying for 

him!  

Seth’s mailing 

address: 

205th MIBN 

EVANGELISM 
EPIPHANY—THE “COME AND SEE” SEASON 

In 2019 the Epiphany season stretches for several weeks into early March, and we have many opportunities to  
“Come and see.  Come and see.”  You’ve heard those words many times: perhaps a rainbow, a new baby, a 
home renovation, new car.  In her article in Gather magazine (January/February 2019)  Susan K. Olson says 
“it’s not enough to just tell someone about the rainbow.  They need to come and see with their own eyes.  It’s 
what Philip says to Nathanael in John 1:43-51.  Nathanael asks, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’  
Philip says three words:  “Come and see”. 

Seeing is believing.  So come and see.  Come and see Jesus.  Get up.  Move. Hike or bike or hop in a car.  

Push your wheelchair, paddle your canoe, board a train or a plane or a city bus.  Go to where Jesus is and 

meet him.  Look at him.  And then, testify.  Testify.  Bear witness.  Tell others the truth you have seen.  When 

was the last time you invited someone to come and see Jesus, in Jesus’ own house?  When was the last time 

you told someone that they just had to see the way Jesus is working in your life, in your church?” 
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Friday, February 15 

 

@felccyouth 

 

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 

Marsha Munson 2/2 Victoria Buselli 2/16 

Nancy Shoop 2/2 Rebecca Grove 2/16 

Spencer Hurst 2/3 Kay Feight 2/17 

Kelci Rote 2/4 Alison Dubs 2/18 

John Huber 2/5 Dawson McCoy 2/18 

Kellen Stepler 2/5 Alexis Rankin 2/18 

Christopher Boyd 2/6 Mary Beth McGraw Warne 2/19 

Jason Helman 2/7 Gabriella Boyer 2/22 

Kameron Schuler 2/9 Bob Wildeson 2/22 

Alexander Buselli 2/10 Patricia Dent 2/24 

Melodie Lensbower 2/10 Patricia Hershey 2/25 

Lisa Sekel 2/10 Ernest Fricke 2/26 

Brian Umbrell 2/10 Grace Shindle 2/26 

Diane Boock 2/12 Tara Savary 2/27 

Gloria Hammond 2/12   

Hannah Egolf 2/14   

Amy Stouffer 2/14   

PRAYER CHAIN 

May we include you in our 

prayers? Do you have a prayer 

need that we can help you 

with? If so, please call our 

prayer–chain group leader: 

Marcia Hunt @ 717-263-0781 

Names are kept on the prayer 

chain for 1 month. After that 

month, please contact the office 

again if you would like to have 

a name on for another month. 

TRANSPORTATION 

 

 

 

 
Our church provides transportation 

to church on Sundays! We don’t want 

to miss anyone who would like to join 

us! Please call if you need a ride.  

Church office: 717-264-2015 
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DATED MATERIAL—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

 CHURCH OFFICE 717-264-2015 

Parish Administrator ext. 1 

Children, Youth, & Family ext. 2 

Director of Music ext. 3  

Pastor ext. 4 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

43 W. Washington Street 
Chambersburg, PA  17202 
E-mail:  felccoffice@gmail.com 
Website:  www.felcc.org 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 
@felccyouth 

 

Join us for  

Scout Sunday 

February 3, 2019 

Members from our three 

Scout Troops will be  

helping to lead worship at 

10:45 


