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 “And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to 

Herod, [the Magi] departed into their own country another way.” 

Matthew 2:12 

January needs a better agent. As months of the year go, January and 

February are invariably the least popular of The Twelve. But February 

has the advantage of brevity…and Valentine’s Day. January? January’s 

when the Christmas ornaments start to look ragged and winter tightens 

its long grip.  

A better agent might call public attention to January’s several charms. 

It’s the chronological home of neglected holidays. January gives us New 

Year’s Day—the biggest day of the year in some cultures. But in 

America, it lives in the shadow of its December neighbor: New Year’s 

Eve. January also hosts the Eighth Day of Christmas, as well as the 

Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, and Twelfth. The Eastern Orthodox celebrate 

Christmas on January 7; they can do their holiday shopping when stores 

are having post-holiday sales. Wouldn’t it be a lot thriftier if we bought 

our gifts on December 26 and opened them on the Twelfth Day of 

Christmas, January 5? The year’s first month also brings us Martin 

Luther King Day. And an obscure church holiday called Baptism of the 

Lord. And Epiphany—which celebrates the arrival of the Magi to visit 

the infant Jesus. 

Much has been made of the story of the Magi—those wise men who came 

from the East to visit the baby Jesus with strangely inappropriate gifts 

of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. After discovering the Christ, the Magi 

“went home by another way.” They regained their old lives but with new 

insight, new light. 

This is always the case when the living Christ calls us to himself, leading 

us with light we cannot help but follow. He’ll make us ill at ease with 

ourselves as we are, and the world as it is. The call of Christ is never to 

remain the same. It’s always to something better than we are—and yet 

somehow consistent with who we are. It’s something to ponder as 

January settles in. -- Pastor Nicholson 
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DECEMBER AND JANUARY WORSHIP 

Christmas Eve Worship is at 5:00 for families with young children and at 7:00 for traditional 

worship with music, candlelight, and Holy Communion.  

 

Christmas Day Worship with Holy Communion is at 9:30. 

 

The Christmas season is still being celebrated on December 30. We invite you to close out the 

year with Sunday morning worship at 10:45. There will not be donuts and coffee or Sunday 

School on this day. Throughout the Christmas season we have a special Christmas liturgy with 

Holy Communion. 

 

Epiphany (January 6) is a Sunday this year. We will celebrate 

the arrival of the Wise Men as they traveled for many moons to 

visit The Holy Child, Jesus. We will have communion and the 

installation of our council members on this day. 

 

Baptism of Our Lord On January 13 we will be celebrating the 

Baptism of our Lord and remembering those baptized in 2018.  

 

Worship with Holy Communion on January 20. 

 

Worship followed by Annual Meeting on January 27. 

 

Scout Sunday will be on February 3. We ask on this 

Sunday that you are prepared to welcome the scouts and 

their families most warmly. 

It is with joy that we look ahead to Christmas and the New Year. 
Many things are awaiting us as we turn the page of the calendar 

and move ahead to the coming year. 
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Attention First members! 
 

Thanks to all those who have contributed 

faithfully to the work of God in our midst in 

2018.  

 

If you have plans for end-of-year giving, 

contributions that you wish to be credited 

to 2018 must be received in the church 

office or placed in the offering  

no later than December 30, 2018.  

Any contributions that are received after 

December 30th will be credited to 2019.  

Please feel free to contact Carol McCoy with 

any questions. 
 

CHURCH BUSINESS 

...a 20-25 hour per 

week Parish 

Administrator! 

This person will 

perform 

administrative and 

secretarial services 

for the congregation, 

pastor, and staff. We are seeking someone 

with a command of Microsoft Office software 

and website maintenance. Organizational 

skills, volunteer coordination abilities, basic 

office equipment knowledge, and a strong 

aptitude for computers, with skills in time 

management, verbal and written 

communication, and friendliness. A high 

degree of accuracy and confidentiality are 

necessary.  

Contact: flcpastor@outlook.com or  

717-264-2015 

Our annual congregational meeting will 

be Sunday, January 27 following worship. 

At the November 11 congregational meeting, 

a simple majority approved changes to the 

constitution and bylaws. Per our 

constitution, we need a second 

vote at an Annual Meeting to 

approve this same document by 

2/3 vote. This meeting will also 

give us the opportunity to 

review the highlights of the past 

year, approve a ministry spending plan for 

2019, and elect a nominating committee for 

2019. We hope you will be able to join us.  

You are also invited on Saturday, January 

26, to attend a potluck supper at 5 PM, when 

we will be reviewing the proposed 2019 

ministry spending plan. 

Annual reports 

are due to the church office by January 2 

from the staff as well as all committees 

mailto:flcpastor@outlook.com
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our community 

Advent / Christmas Project 
Sunday, November 18 - Sunday, January 6 

 

The Neighborhood Task Team and the Sunday School of First Lutheran are collecting items  

to help support the Pregnancy Ministries Inc. serve their clients. 
 

What is PMI? Pregnancy Ministries opened its first center in May 1986. Today Pregnancy  

Ministries, Inc., also known as PMI, serves hundreds of men and women annually at four  

locations. Through our generous supporters we are able to provide free and confidential services 

to our clients. Pregnancy Ministries’ mission is to uphold the sanctity of human life by  

providing Christ-centered assistance in pregnancy and related areas.  

(Source: www.pregnancyministries.org) 
 

The executive director of this organization, Linda Barr, spoke at First Lutheran in November. If 

you were unable to attend that event, ask someone to share with you what they learned about 

the ministry of PMI! 

 

 

Thank you for sharing Christ’s love with our community! 

 

 

 

Items needed:  

 Infant books  Rattles 

 Burp cloths  Swaddling blankets 

 Infant sling carriers,   Similac Advanced formula,  

 Baby bath towels (with or without hoods)  Diaper bags 

 Size 6 diapers  Bibs  

 Monetary donations (checks made out to PMI). Monetary donations should be dropped off at 

the church office or placed in the offering plate in an envelope. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bright red box out front is a distribution 

for personal care items for our neighbors. 

When you are shopping please remember to 

purchase a few items to share with our 

neighbors. 

 

Helpful items include: shampoo, deodorant, 

toothpaste and brushes, toilet paper, 

tissues, soap, dish detergent, laundry  

detergent, Band-Aids, etc.  

 

As soon as the box is filled, it is soon 

emptied. It seems that our neighbors 

depend on this assistance from us.  

Thank you for being a part of sharing with 

our neighbors.  

The Give and Take Box 
An ongoing program 

 

IDEAS WELCOME 

 

The Neighborhood 

Task Team would 

welcome any ideas 

that you may have of 

ways that we can 

connect with and serve our 

neighbors. Please join us for any of 

our events. You do not have to be a 

member of the Task Team to 

volunteer at an event.  

 

Come and get to know our 

neighbors! 

 

Contact Mary Gotwald or Nancy 

Fricke. 

We have had requests for winter coats!  

If you have coat 

donations we would 

gladly accept them. 

Older children’s coats 

are especially needed 

but any would be 

greatly appreciated. 

Our laundry project 

is ongoing... 

 

 

keep those quarters 

rolling in! 
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STEWARDSHIP 

WHY IS MONEY SO DANGEROUS? 
John Wesley once said, “I fear, wherever riches have increased, 

the essence of religion, the mind that was in Christ, has decreased 

in the same proportion. Therefore, I do not see how it is possible 

for any revival of true religious to continue long. For religion must 

necessarily produce both industry and frugality; and these cannot 

but produce riches. But as riches increase, so will pride, anger, 

and love of the world in all its branches.”  

Ironic, isn’t it? The more God blesses us financially, the more 

difficult our decision to keep putting first in our lives the God who 

blesses us.  

What kinds of choices are you making with your 

money? 

Special Offering 

Our January special offering is designated for World Hunger. 

  

Gifts to ELCA World Hunger support families as they grow food to nourish themselves and 

build safer, healthier communities for the long therm. This is one of the ways ELCA World 

Hunger accompanies communities as we put an end to hunger – for good. 

  

The remote and mountainous community in Guerrero, Mexico, poverty and lack of 

opportunity can make generating enough income – and enough food – difficult. Ignacio 

received seeds, fencing and a watering hose to build a vegetable garden in 

his backyard. His garden includes radishes, potatoes, beets, cilantro and 

cabbages. His family eats many of the vegetables and sells any extra at 

the market. He has also learned from a local organization supported by 

ELCA World Hunger how to keep his garden healthy by weeding, 

spacing, and watering – all without using chemical fertilizers.  

  

Through your gifts to ELCA World Hunger, you’re accompanying the 

members of this community as they work together to improve their 

futures. 

 

Thank you for your contributions to this program. 
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STEWARDSHIP  
 

Stewardship of Time 

O God, teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. -Psalm 90:12 

What does it mean to count our days? Certainly, the poet who wrote Psalm 90:12 was thinking 

of more than arithmetic, which may not necessarily gain us a wise heart. Wisdom comes from 

perspective, from painful introspection and prayerful deliberation.  

We count in order to know not only how many days we have lived, but to ponder how many 

days we might have left. Counting, we remember that we are finite creatures whose lives 

march forward in steady 24-hour steps, carrying us from birth to death. Knowing, then, that 

our days are numbered, we appreciate each one more fully. 

We count our days to gain the wisdom that every day is sacred; every day presents opportuni-

ties to live more fully in relationship with God and our neighbors; every day is for love and joy 

and peace and fulfillment. Yet it’s all to easy to let the days slip away. 

This month consider a focus on stewardship of your time – how you spend every day God gives 

you. Here is a “to do” list for making the most of every day: 

Pray: Begin each day communicating with the creator of the universe, meditating on Scrip-

ture or a wise Christian author. Even 10 minutes. End by praying Psalm 118:24: “This is the 

day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 

Care: Convey through word or deed how much you care about someone in your life. Call up an 

old friend or relative. Invite a co-worker to lunch.  

Help: Look for some way to assist someone. Volunteer. Hold a door open for someone entering 

a store behind you. Stop for a pedestrian who wants to cross the street. 

Enrich: Find something that will deepen your knowledge, understanding or appreciation of 

the world. Read a poem or book. Listen to a sermon podcast or educational news program. 

Stop. That’s right, do nothing. For at least 10 minutes (use your smart phone timer) sit quiet-

ly, breathe deeply and try to clear the busy thoughts form your mind. Open your spirit to 

God’s presence. 

Be healthy: Do something to increase your physical health, such as eating a nutritious meal 

or taking a walk.  

Pray: End every day thanking the creator of the universe for another wonderful day. A day 

you have counted and that you have made count. 

 

Focus on stewardship of time and see how your own life will change. Make it a permanent 

part of your discipleship. 

 

Copyright © 2019, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the 

bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. 

--Rob Blezard 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 

 

COLLEGE 

STUDENT 

ADDRESSES 

NEEDED 
 

Parents: please contact Kathleen with your 

child’s college address. Thanks! 

felccyouth@gmail.com or 717-264-2015 

Nursery attendants needed!  

Please contact Christy Burkholder at  

717-261-4892 to volunteer. Attendants are 

generally scheduled to serve once a month. 

Winter Fun Day 

at Camp Kirchenwald 

January 20, 1-6pm 

Let’s enjoy an afternoon of fun as a family of faith! People of all ages and families of all forms 

are invited for adventures on Kirchenwald's award-winning toboggan run, ice-skating on the 

lake, or drinking hot chocolate in the lodge.  

Sign up on the sheet under the youth bulletin board so that we can RSVP as a congregation.  

There is no cost, although a freewill offering will be collected. 

YOUTH GATHERING HIGHLIGHTS 

 

When we returned from the ELCA Youth Gathering in July, we shared 

some quotes from those who spoke during our Mass Gathering times of 

worship. Watch this space each month for more highlights! If you’re  

curious, ask someone who attended the Gathering to tell you more. All 

the videos of these talks are on YouTube in a playlist titled “ELCA 

Youth Gathering.” 

 

“Because God’s love is never ending -- we don’t know where it ends, we don’t know where it 

begins -- it is a circle, a virtuous circle of eternity, and God’s love has been given to you before 

the foundations of the earth! Before God said, ‘let there be light,’ and then there was, he gave 

you his love! It’s the love of God that will remain when all things pass away. So my dear friends, 

if a Joe, Jane, Jill, or Jack tries to take anything that reminds you of God’s love from you, and 

give it back to you as if it’s their original gift, please be reminded that no one can give you the 

love that God has already given you. It is your opportunity to reclaim God’s love even when 

people reject you! Even when people don’t acknowledge you! Even when people don’t accept you 

into the fold! You can unfold God’s love and find it in the beginning.” — Marlon Hall, professor 

of Leadership Education at Duke Divinity School 
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WELCA 

Service Project: Backpack Program 

 

All members of the congregation are invited to contribute to the 

Backpack Program, which provides weekend meals to students who 

rely on school meals during the week. This may be the only food that some 

students get on weekends, and they are greatly needed and appreciated. 

 

January Items Needed: 

Foods with grains: graham crackers, light popcorn, cereal, granola bars 
   

 All contributions must be individual serving containers. 

All women of the church are invited to join one of the Circle meetings of 

the Women of the ELCA.  

Sister Margaret Circle 

Tuesday, January 8, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 

at the home of Pauline Shearer 

Nancy Hamilton will lead our Bible study 

Afternoon Circle 

Monday, January 14, 2019 at 1:30 p.m. 

at First, in Meeting Room 1 

Nancy Fricke will lead our Bible study 

The topic for both groups for January is “Made Alive in Christ.” Come for some 

inspiration and fellowship. 

The January Women’s Fellowship Breakfast will be 

on Wednesday, January 16, at 8:30 a.m.  

at 30 West Family Restaurant.  

All women are invited to join. 
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COMING UP AT FIRST 

 

 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
First Lutheran will be receiving new members in January. If you would like more information 

on this, please contact Pastor Nicholson at flcpastor@outlook.com or 717-264-2015 ext 4. 

EVANGELISM 

MAKING VISITORS WELCOME 
Every Sunday Pastor Nicholson welcomes visitors to worship and asks them to pick up a 

Welcome Packet. The packets are envelope-sized green folders with a photo of the church on 

the front. Inside is a welcome message, worship schedule, notes about the worship service, a 

brief history of First Lutheran, and office and staff information. They are available at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. If you bring a friend or neighbor with you to worship be sure they 

get one of these packets. They are one of the ways we make folks feel welcome when they 

visit our church. 

Thank you  
to the congregation for Christmas giving to 

the ongoing needs of our community through 

the discretionary fund. Your generosity and 

help for people in need is greatly appreciated. 

I would like to thank Pastor Nicholson and 

everyone for their prayers, cards, and phone 

calls since my recent surgery.  I am feeling 

better and your concerns are greatly 

appreciated. 

                   — Nancy Wildeson 

THANK YOU 

mailto:flcpastor@outlook.com
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Volunteers are currently needed to knit or 

crochet prayer shawls for residents at The 

Inn and the new Skilled Care facility 

opening in the spring of 2019.  Please 

contact Linda Beaver at 717-264-0737 or 

lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org if 

you are able to help with 

this project.  

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

A Stephen Minister is a lay Christian caregiver trained to provide comfort and support to 

someone going through a difficult time. Whether it is a time of grief, loneliness, an extended 

illness, or some other difficulty or life transition, a Stephen Minister stands ready to provide 

confidential, one-to-one, Christ-centered care. 

A Stephen Ministry training class is being planned for the spring of 2019. If you are interested 

in becoming a part of this powerful ministry or would like more information, please contact 

Linda Beaver at 717-264-0737 or lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dinner at the Ridge will be held at 12:00pm at 

the Fleck Center at SpiriTrust Lutheran, The 

Village at Luther Ridge, on Wednesday, 

January 9th. The cost is $7.50. The menu for 

January is Creamed Lettuce, Pork & Sauerkraut, 

Mashed Potatoes, Dutch Green Beans, Dinner 

Roll, Assorted Desserts and Beverages. Please 

call 264-3212 to make your reservation. Deadline 

for reservations is noon on Friday, January 4th. 

 SpiriTrust Lutheran 

 

DISCOUNT CARD  

FUNDRAISER 
 

The SpiriTrust Lutheran  

Chambersburg Auxiliary  

is currently selling discount cards 

which feature discounts from local 

merchants. To receive the discount 

shown on the card, simply present 

the card when making your  

purchase. The cost of each card is 

$5.00. To purchase cards, please 

contact Tudy Gates at 717-264-6312 

or rtgates@comcast.net  

These cards will make great  

stocking stuffers for family and 

friends living in the area! 

DINNER  

AT THE RIDGE 

mailto:lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org
mailto:lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org
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HELPING HANDS 

PRAYER CHAIN 

May we include you in our 

prayers? Do you have a prayer 

need that we can help you 

with? If so, please call our 

prayer–chain group leader: 

Marcia Hunt @ 717-263-0781 

Names are kept on the prayer 

chain for 1 month. After that 

month, please contact the office 

again if you would like to have 

a name on for another month. 

HOSPITALIZATION 
 

 

 
If someone you know from our church  

is hospitalized please  

contact Pastor Nicholson  

to let her know by calling  

717-264-2015 ext.4 or email  

flcpastor@outlook.com. If this is an 

emergency—feel free to  

contact Pastor Nicholson at home  

717-753-3940. 

TRANSPORTATION 

 

 

 

 
Our church provides transportation to 

church on Sundays! We don’t want to miss 

anyone who would like to join us! Please 

call if you need a ride.  

Church office: 717-264-2015 

  

SUBSTITUTE  

PARISH  

ADMINISTRATOR  

NEEDED  

 

Will fill in when secretary is off.  

Must be familiar with Microsoft Office -  

Word and Publisher primarily or willing to 

learn. For more information,  

call the church office at 717-264-2015. 

Unfortunately, 

too many of us 

have been 

touched by the 

suicide of a 

friend or loved 

one. Summit 

Health along 

with the 

Mental Health 

Association of 

Franklin and 

Fulton Counties is offering a Suicide 

Prevention workshop for area church 

members on Tuesday, January 29 from 

6:30 to 8:00 pm at First Lutheran. Please 

invite anyone from the community who you 

feel might like to attend. 

Let Seth Cody know  

we’re praying for him!  

Seth’s mailing address: 

205th MIBN 

BLD6520, Pierce St 

Ft. Shafter, HI 96858 
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Tuesday, January 15 

 

@felccyouth 

 

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 

Christine Burkholder 1/1 Zackary Peters 1/21 

James Feight 1/4 Garry Shatzer 1/22 

Patricia Wheelock 1/5 Nancy Fricke 1/23 

Marilyn Yaukey 1/6 George Hammond 1/23 

Celena Casseday 1/7 Megan Yaukey 1/23 

Matthew McCoy 1/7 Dominic Buselli 1/24 

Amanda Rankin 1/8 Carolyn Shatzer 1/24 

Norman Waltrick 1/8 Ursula Criswell 1/25 

Jodi Pyle 1/9 Janet Friend 1/25 

Ethan Yaukey 1/9 Kate Horn 1/26 

Collin Boyd 1/11 Kenneth Stepler 1/28 

Rose Wilson 1/12 Susan Wingert 1/29 

David Munson 1/14 Julie Paul 1/30 

Jeffrey Lensbower 1/19 Barbara Vinson 1/30 

Tanny Nitterhouse 1/19 Jim Brown 1/31 

Kathleen Getaz 1/20 Karin Woods 1/31 

Lori Palmer 1/20   

The church office will be closed on 

 Tuesday, December 25,  

 Monday, December 31, and  

 Tuesday, January 1. 

There will be no Sunday School on 

December 30. 

Happy 101st Birthday! 

 

Pauline Gindlesperger (member of First Lutheran since birth!) is celebrating her 

101st birthday on Sunday, December 30. If you would care to send her a card, her 

address is:  

Pauline Gindlesperger 

c/o Maxine Gindlesperger 

165 Highfield Lane N 

Chambersburg, PA 17201 

 

You may want to indicate that you are a member of First Lutheran. 
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DATED MATERIAL—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

 CHURCH OFFICE 717-264-2015 

Parish Administrator ext. 1 

Children, Youth, & Family ext. 2 

Director of Music ext. 3  

Pastor ext. 4 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

43 W. Washington St 

Chambersburg, PA17201 
 

E-mail: felccoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.felcc.org 
  @FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 
  @felccyouth 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Celebrate Christmas 
with First Lutheran Church 

 

 

Christmas Eve for Families at 5:00 PM 

Christmas Eve by Candlelight at 7:00 PM  

Christmas Day at 9:30 AM 

_______________________________ ________________________________


