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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Summer is definitely my favorite season of the year.  There is a freedom, a variety, a willingness to be 
adventurous and explore.  There is a warmth and lots of light.   

 We greet the summer by moving worship to 9:30 (beginning on May 26) with Alexis Rankin’s 
Confirmation and a reception that will follow.   

 In June, we will celebrate summer with our congregation at the outdoor worship and church picnic on June 
9 (Worship at 10:45 and lunch to follow).   This also happens to be the day of Pentecost – so wear that red 
t-shirt you have in the closet.   

 On June 16 we celebrate with lots of summer flowers – geraniums in the sanctuary for Holy Trinity 
Sunday and also the day we remember our heritage with the presentation of our Rose to pay the annual 
rent.   

 The week of June 16 we are excited to be having Alexis attend confirmation camp with Kathleen at 
Nawakwa.   

 The following week we will switch things up with the summer orchestra leading worship.   

All of these special summer events take extra energy and spirit and we are glad for the leadership and 
participation.  May the freedom of the season give your spirit a burst of energy to refresh your soul.   

God’s blessings to you. 

Pastor Nicholson 

Summer Season 
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 Antiphons for Summer  by Joyce Rupp and Macr ina Wiederkehr  

 O Breath of Summer, 
 Come! Come with your warm winds. 
 Breathe on all within us that resists growth. 
 Temper our desire to be in control. 
 Raise up some wildness in us. 
 O Come! 
  
 O Fireflies of Beautiful Evenings, 
 Come! Come enchant us with your mystic dance. 
 Brighten our evening with your little lights. 
 Lead us away from day’s duties. 
 Lift our spirits into your carefree flight. 
 O Come! 
 
 O Gardens of Plenty, 
 Come! Come bless us with your wealth. 
 Sustain us with your abundance. 
 Remind us of the world’s hunger. 
 Nudge us to give from our fullness. 
 O Come! 
 
 O Long Days of Extended Light, 
 Come! Come with your wide expansive arms. 
 Open our eyes to the daily miracle of life. 
 Slip into our distracted hearts with every dawn. 
 Expand our ability to see beauty in our world. 
 O Come! 
 

 O Summer Word of God, 
 Come! Come with your transforming breath. 
 Breathe on us until we are ripe with life. 
 Fire us to be light for the world. 
 Nourish us with your healing rays.  
 O Come! 
 
 O Source of Growth and Light, 
 Come!  Come encourage us to stretch toward light. 
 Warm us with your abiding presence. 
 Challenge our lethargic spirits. 
 Walk with us into the deep green forests. 
 O Come! 
 
Worship Schedule for June: 

June 2  9:30  Holy Communion 

June 9 10:45 Pentecost Worship (wear red) at Caledonia State Park, Oak Pavillion followed by 
picnic 

June 16 9:30 Holy Trinity Worship with geraniums, Rose Rent, and Holy Communion 

June 23 9:30 Orchestra Sunday 

June 30 9:30 Worship 
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                      WELCA 

The June Women’s Fellowship Breakfast will be on  

Wednesday, June 19th at 8:30 a.m. at  

Texas Lunch (Tracks) Restaurant. 

ALL LADIES ARE WELCOME. 

BACKPACK PROGRAM June will be the last month of the school year for collecting food 

items for weekend meals for school children of the Chambersburg area.  Individual serving sizes 

of the following items are suggested:  Spaghetti and meatballs, Ravioli, Beefaroni, and Lasagna, 

or any other protein source.  Thank you for your on-going support. 

For the June Circle meetings, the Bible study will be “Paul’s Prayer,” continuing the theme of 

Together in Christ, a study of Ephesians.  All women of the church are invited to join one of the 

Circle groups for study and fellowship.  The meetings are: 

Sister Margaret Circle –Tuesday, June 4, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Wanda Forrester.  

Julie Paul will lead the Bible study. 

Afternoon Circle – Monday, June 10, 2019 at 1:30 pm. at the Church.  Karin Woods will lead 

 

"Beneath the pain and paralysis of all of our ground zeroes, hope hovers. God’s hope. And God 

will use that hope to move our grief and anger into action." -- Rev. Dr. Stephen Bouman, 

Executive Director for the Domestic Mission Unit of the ELCA 

  

“Grace is the way in which God is like the great heavenly composter, making beautiful things 

out of total...feces.” -- Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber 

 

“Through the waters of baptism and the fire of the Holy Spirit, this is proof that God is here.” -- 

Rev. Tuhina Verma Rasche 

YOUTH GATHERING HIGHLIGHTS 

Please keep the Lower Susquehanna Synod in prayer during their assembly on June 6-8 
as a new vice president, secretary, and bishop are elected.  The Rev. Charles 
Kampmeyer, Gertrude Kampmeyer, and Kathleen Getaz are attending from our 
congregation.   

We keep those preparing for Vacation Bible School (July 8-11) and its leaders in prayer 
during this time of planning and preparation leading up to the wonderful week. 

Please keep all of the students and leaders at Confirmation Camp in prayer during the 
week of June 16.  Kathleen and Alexis Rankin will be attending from our congregation. 

PRAYERS 
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FAITH FORMATION 

VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

In any capacity in which you are 

able to help.  Please talk to  

Kathleen ! 

Did you know? This congregation has money 
set aside to help our children and youth 
experience camp, to the tune of $300 per camper. 
On your registration form for Kirchenwald or 
Nawakwa, there is a box marked “My church is 
paying $.” Just write $300 in that box, subtract it 
from the total cost of your week at camp, and 
we’ll take care of the rest! Talk to Kathleen for 
more details.  

If you need more assistance in order for camp to 
be accessible for your family, please talk with 
Kathleen or Pastor Nicholson. We know how 
valuable camp can be for a person’s development 
and faith formation, and we want to remove as 
many barriers as possible for as many potential 
campers as possible. 

 

On Sundays this summer, "Take Out Church" boxes will be 

available during and after worship. They will be filled with ideas 

and resources for you to take along on whatever adventures you 

find yourself taking, so that you can continue growing in 

discipleship and stay connected to our congregational community 

even when you're on vacation! The materials will be packaged in 

pizza boxes, which are a perfect size to slide under the seat of a car 

so it's easy to take with you wherever you go. 
 

The contents of the boxes will change on the first Sunday of each month (June, July, & August). 

So if you're out of town in June and then again in August, you'll have different resources 

available. There will be plenty of ideas in each one, so if you can't make it to worship two 

Sundays in a row, there will still be opportunities to mix up your experience. And of course, feel 

free to take one even if you're not going out of town! They can be used any day of the week, in 

any context. Maybe you care for your grandkids during the day. Maybe you have family coming 

to visit. These resources are yours to use in your growth in faith, however makes sense for you! 
 

Take Out Church boxes are created with sensory experiences and different learning styles in 

mind, so that they will be accessible to people of many ages and ability levels. If you have a 

specific need (an infant or a person with a sensory or processing disability, for instance), talk to 

Kathleen and we'll make sure that everyone in your group has opportunities to connect. 

Take 

Church 

on the  

Road 
 
 

  

with 

 you this  

summer! 
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HOW TO GET YOUR KIDS TO HATE YOU – AFTER 

YOU’RE GONE 

 

Burden them with your stuff 

Keep secrets about your final wishes 

Force them to share 

Die without a will 

All this can be alleviated by taking the time to discuss final wishes, and making the necessary 

arrangements through a formal will.  First Lutheran is willing to help finance the cost of 

setting up a will so that all your affairs will be in order.  Contact the Pastor to learn how the 

church can help you. 

JUNE SPECIAL OFFERING 

The designated special offering for the month of June is Lutheran Disaster Relief.  Every 

day the news is full of the terrible destruction and loss in the mid states, caused by flooding 

and tornados.  Please be as generous as you are able to assist in relief work that is on-going 

in these areas. 

Also, pray for the communities that have been affected by or lie in the path of flooding and 

tornados.  May God’s healing presence give them peace and hope in their time of need.  Pray 

that God will deliver comfort to those mourning the loss of loved ones and strength to those 

working diligently to care for affected communities.  

Vacation Bible School 

July 8-11, 2019 

3:30 PM – 5:30 PM 

Dinner for the whole family  
at 5:30 PM 

For children age 3 through 5th grade 

Join us to explore the world through  

Jesus’ eyes,  

asking ourselves: who is our neighbor? 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

STEWARDSHIP 
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The bright red box out front is a distribution for 

personal care items for our neighbors. 

When you are shopping please remember to 

purchase a few items to share with our neighbors. 

 

Helpful items include: shampoo, deodorant, 

toothpaste and brushes, toilet paper, tissues, soap, 

dish detergent, laundry detergent, Band-Aids, etc.  
 

As soon as the box is filled, it is soon emptied. It 

seems that our neighbors depend on this 

assistance from us. Thank you for being a part of 

sharing with our neighbors.  

The Give and Take Box 

IDEAS WELCOME 
 

The Neighborhood Task 

Team would welcome any 

ideas that you may have of 

ways that we can connect 

with and serve our neighbors. Please join us 

for any of our events. You do not have to be a 

member of the Task Team to volunteer at an 

event.  

Come and get to know our neighbors! 

Contact  

Mary Gotwald or Nancy Fricke. 

The Annual Mega 

Event is scheduled for 

Saturday  

November 9, 2019 
The Mega Event is First’s way of helping 

our neighbors with clothing needs. We will 

collect shoes and boots-used (gently worn) 

and new (smaller men’s sizes especially 

needed), socks for men, women and 

children, hats, scarves, gloves/mittens, and 

gently used clothing and coats. As you are 

purging those winter items that you no 

longer wear or see great sales in the stores 

on winter items, think of the Mega Event. 

Your donations may be left in Memorial 

Hall. Please label them for NTT 

(Neighborhood Task Team). Last November 

we had a lot of people come through our 

doors. At Laundry Day #7 a young lady 

asked if we were giving shoes away. She 

held her sneaker up and said, “I got these 

when you had shoes here. They are the only 

pair of shoes I have. I was hoping to get 

another pair.” We are meeting a need, 

sharing our resources and sharing God's 

love. Thank you!  

Laundry Day #8 was held on Saturday April 27.  

The Neighborhood Task Team shared 47 

packages of quarters for the laundry machines 

along with the detergent and fabric softener 

sheets.  Snacks were offered at the church.  At 

each event we seem to be able to communicate 

better with our neighbors as we get to know each 

other.  Language is a barrier at times.  We are 

thankful for the Spanish speakers in our 

congregation and their willingness to serve. Long 

reading sessions were held with some children at 

the laundromat.  The children appreciated the 

books and being read to.  Kathleen shared Bible 

School information with them and 

their care givers.  We are praying 

that we will see them again.  

Thank you, the congregation, for 

your quarter contributions to make 

these events happen.  Our summer 

laundry project is to have two 

random drop in events at the 

laundry where teams stop in, hang 

out, share quarters and 

information about our church.  Please keep our 

church and this outreach in your prayers. 

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our community 
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our community 

 
 
 
 
Dinner at the Ridge will be held at 12:00pm at 
the Fleck Center at SpiriTrust Lutheran, The 
Village at Luther Ridge, on Wednesday,  
June 12th.  The cost is $7.50. The menu for  
June is not available at this time. Please call  
717-264-3212 to make your reservation or 
Shirley Leister at 717-263-6957 for more 
information. 
 

Deadline for reservations is noon on Friday, 
June 7th.   

Volunteer Opportunity at Luther Ridge 
 
Volunteers are currently needed to serve as worship 

assistants at the Word, Prayer, and Praise Service held 

on Thursday afternoons at 2:00pm at The Inn.  Duties 

include assisting residents, lighting candles, and 

distributing song books.  For more information, please 

contact Linda Beaver at lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org 

or 717-264-0737. 

Volunteers are currently needed to knit or 
crochet prayer shawls for residents at The Inn 

and the new Skilled Care facility.  Please 
contact Linda Beaver at 717-264-0737 or 

lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org if you are able to 
help with this project.  

DINNER  

AT THE RIDGE 

Annual Auxiliary Membership Drive\ 
 

The annual SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary membership drive will take place during the month 

of May.  Anyone can join with a minimum contribution of $1.00.  Because of your generous support, in 2018, 

the Auxiliary was able to make donations to SpiriTrust Lutheran Home Care & Hospice, SpiriTrust Lutheran 

LIFE, SpiriTrust Lutheran Counseling Services, as well as The Inn Endowment Fund at The Village at Luther 

Ridge and many other important programs and services. If you would like to join the Auxiliary or need more 

information, please contact your congregational representative. 

Touch-a-Life 

Please keep in mind that the 

SpiriTrust Lutheran Touch-a-Life 

program has a volunteer who is 

interested in helping with outside 

chores.  If you or someone you 

know has a need for some extra 

help with outdoor spring cleanup 

please call Linda Beaver at 

 717-264-0737. 

UNDERWEAR, SOCKS, SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR NEIGHBORHOOD CHILDREN 

We are planning our third Back to School Special for Saturday, August 24. We will soon begin 

collecting new underwear, socks, and school supplies for neighborhood school children in 

grades K through 5.  Items needed are girls briefs or ‘boy’ shorts in sizes 6-14 and camisoles in 

small, medium and large.  (NO low rise, bikinis, or hipsters, please.)  Also boy briefs and boxer 

briefs in small, medium, and large sizes.  (NO ‘whitey tighties’ please.)  Low socks for girls and 

boys for ages up to 12 are also collected.  More details will be available in the next First News 

First. 

 SpiriTrust Lutheran 

mailto:lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org
mailto:lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org
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DISCOUNT CARD  

FUNDRAISER 
 

The SpiriTrust Lutheran  

Chambersburg Auxiliary  

is currently selling discount cards which 

feature discounts from local merchants. To 

receive the discount shown on the card, 

simply present the card when making your  

purchase. The cost of each card is 

Reduced to $4.00. To purchase cards, 

please contact Tudy Gates at  

717-264-6312 or rtgates@comcast.net  

These cards will make great stocking 

stuffers for family and friends living in 

the area! 

THANK YOU 

 SpiriTrust Lutheran 

Dear People of First, 
 

May the risen Christ guide and keep us in 

the way of peace.  Happy Easter! 
 

Pastor Martin Otto Zimmerman 

United Lutheran Seminary 

We want to thank everyone for their cards, 

prayers, and well-wishes during my 

hospitalization and Steve’s operation!  Many 

blessing to you all! 

Dia and Steve Schumacher 

Thank you to all of the 

congregation members for your 

prayers and concern during 

Mark’s recent illness.  Your 

love has supported us 

throughout the year and we are truly grateful 

for our church family.            

Mark and Jane Nicholson 

Dear friends of the First Evangelical 

Lutheran Church, 

We wish to thank you for contributing to our 

Annual Fund Raiser with your contribution of 

$500 for our 2019 Summer Enrichment 

Program.  Your donation shall assist us with 

the Summer Food Service and Nutritional 

Program for children residing within the 

Borough of Chambersburg, and Franklin 

County. 

Sincerely yours, 

J.V.Jones, President,   

Board of directors 

BOPIC, Inc. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A BIG THANK YOU to Gary Fleegle, his friends,   David 

Zentmeyer,  Dax Rankin,  Bob Wildeson,  and Warren 

Heintzelman  who served all the ladies at our Mothers and 

Others Dinner in May.   Bob Hammer was in the kitchen 

operating the dishwasher.   Thanks to Pauline Shearer for the 

lovely flowers on the table.  Thanks to Jean Reed and the 

ladies who set up the tables in the afternoon.  Thanks to Bonnie McKenrick for getting 

Mountain Gate to cater the dinner.  The food was delicious.  Thanks to the WELCA board for 

making the Brownies.  Thanks to Sue Lyons for her presentation on Dr. Seuss.  

Congratulations to Christian 

Burkholder, who earned his Arrow of Light 

rank during the Troop & Cub Pack’s Parent’s 

Night on May 6th.  The Arrow of Light is the 

highest rank that cub scouts can earn. 

Family field trip! The Lutheran Camping 

Corporation hosts "dinner church" during the summer, a 

casual opportunity for fellowship, food, and outdoor worship 

at the Wittel Farm in Elizabethtown on June 2 at 5p.m.  It is 

accessible and inclusive of  people of all ages and abilities 

levels.  Please contact Kathleen if you are interested, and we 

can coordinate carpooling, etc. We would need to leave 

Chambersburg around 3:30 p.m.  

 

 

The Summer newsletter will be  

combined in the next edition.   

Please submit all July and August 

articles and information to the  

church office by Saturday, June 15. 

THANK YOU 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

A million thank yous would not be enough for all of the thoughts and prayers meant for me over the last year.  
I very honestly appreciated everyone – they got me through some troubling days. Thanks also for the many 
cards, visits, phone calls, flowers, and gifts.  Especially to Pastor Jane for going beyond her pastoral duties for 
Bob and I.  She was a blessing to us both.  Bob says “Thank you,” too, for prayers and concerns during his 
surgeries.  We are both doing well.  I still have some problems, but because of all the “rearranging,” it may be 
something I have to live with and I can do that!  Thanks again. 
 

Much Love, 
Dot & Bob 
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HELPING HANDS 

HOSPITALIZATION 
 

 

 
If someone you know from our church  

is hospitalized please  

contact Pastor Nicholson  

to let her know by calling  

717-264-2015 ext.4 or email  

flcpastor@outlook.com. If this is an 

emergency—feel free to  

contact Pastor Nicholson at home  

717-753-3940. 

Let Seth Cody know  

we’re praying for him!  

Seth’s mailing address: 

205th MIBN 

BLD6520, Pierce St 

Ft. Shafter, HI 96858 

TRANSPORTATION 

 

 

 

 
Our church provides transportation 

to church on Sundays! We don’t want 

to miss anyone who would like to join 

us! Please call if you need a ride.  

Church office: 717-264-2015 

Warrior to Soul Mate  The W2SM program is a national Department of Veterans Affairs 

(VA) program designed to assist Veterans and their significant other develop relationship 

skills in order to better communicate and create greater intimacy.  This effort is related to the 

stress and trauma that is a product of deployments and combat stress experienced by family 

members who seek to support our nation’s warriors.  Please contact Martinsburg VA Medical 

Center, Warrior to Soul Mate Team, 510 Butler Ave. Martinsburg, WV  25405.  E-Mail: MWV-

WarriortoSoulMate@va.gov or Phone: 304-263-0811 ext. 3300. 

On June 7th I am 

walking in the 5K 

Race Against 

Poverty, sponsored 

by SCCAP. I would 

appreciate your sponsorship.  Any amount will 

be appreciated.  Cash or Check (made out to 

SCCAP), or online at www.supportcircles.org/

race.  The money needs to be turned in on May 

31.  Thank you for supporting me in the race 

against poverty.  Many thanks, Joyce Ray 

The church is removing 2 

pianos from our building.   

If you have an interest in 

acquiring one,   please 

talk with Freda Dorand. 

Congratulations to Payton Huber upon her graduation from Penn State 

University on May 12.  Payton majored in Digital Media Communication with 

her focus being in graphic design and a minor in psychology.  God’s blessing 

to you as you take the next steps in your journey of life. 

Congratulations to  

Dia Schumacher as she was 

commissioned as a Stephen 

Minister on May 25.  This 

study commissions Dia as a  

lay pastoral care giver. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

http://www.supportcircles.org/race
http://www.supportcircles.org/race
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Council  
 
 

President 
Tom Kriner 

 

Vice President 
Tim Gotwald 

 

Treasurer 
Bonnie McKenrick 

 

 

Financial Secretary 
Carol McCoy 

 

Pastor 
Jane Nicholson 

 

Aloma Dawkins 

Barb Evans 

Dorothy Hammer 

Robert Hammer 

Warren Heintzelman 

Gertrude Kampmeyer 

Mary Beth McGraw-Warne 

 

 

 

 

Friday, June 15 

 

@felccyouth 

 

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 

June Diehl 6/1 Kristen Potts 6/16 

Martha Umbrell 6/3 Jean Reed 6/18 

Betty Pheil 6/4 Diana Umbrell 6/18 

Robert Willits 6/4 J. Preston Friend 6/19 

Shirley Pugh 6/5 Monica Willits 6/21 

Beverly Rebok 6/5 Gerald Forrester 6/22 

Hank Stouffer 6/5 Treyton Stepler 6/22 

Heidi Buffington 6/8 Joshua Dorand 6/23 

Carolyn Holzer 6/9 Chad Lensbower 6/23 

Garrett Christman 6/13 Sharon Hammond 6/24 

Amber McCoy 6/13 Dennis Love 6/24 

Gregory Plasterer 6/14 Ashley Peters 6/26 

Nancy Hamilton 6/15 Karen Naus 6/27 

Emily Helman 6/15 Blaine Wilson 6/27 

John Sekel 6/15 Dale Forrester 6/29 

Mary Jane Bittle 6/16   

Brent Buffington 6/16   

PRAYER CHAIN 

May we include you 

in our prayers? Do you have 

a prayer need that we can 

help you with? If so, please 

call our prayer–chain group 

leader: Marcia Hunt @  

717-263-0781 

Names are kept on the 

prayer chain for 1 month. 

After that month, please 

contact the office again if you 

would like to have a name on 

for another month. 



12 

 

NON-PROFIT 

ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

CHAMBERSBURG, PA. 

PERMIT NO. 137 

DATED MATERIAL—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 CHURCH OFFICE 717-264-2015 

Parish Administrator ext. 1 

Children, Youth, & Family ext. 2 

Director of Music ext. 3  

Pastor ext. 4 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

43 W. Washington Street 
Chambersburg, PA  17202 
E-mail:  felccoffice@gmail.com 
Website:  www.felcc.org 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 
@felccyouth 

Sunday, June 9th 

Oak Pavilion at Caledonia State Park.  

Picnic follows 10:45 Worship at the Park. 

Outdoor games and bingo after lunch! 

Bring your own lawn chair.  

Everything else will be provided. 

Please wear red to celebrate Pentecost  Sunday. 

Cost  

Adults $6  

Children under 12 FREE 

Reservations will be accepted: 

 May 19, 26, & June 2  in Memorial Hall. 


