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Thou hast made us for thyself oh Lord,
and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.
St. Augustine

If you are looking for love this Valentine’s Day—
Real, satisfying, lasting love,
there is only one place you can truly find it— In Jesus.
The man who wrote the quote above tried
everything to find love he could rest in.
He was brilliant, talented, admired.
He had friends, lovers.
Unmarried, he had fathered a son.
His work made him famous.
Outwardly he had it all, inwardly he was churning restlessness.
Until he met Jesus.
In Jesus, Augustine found what his
heart was seeking—a love he could eternally rest in.
A love big enough to still the turmoil inside him.
This Valentine’s Day, stop settling for inadequate love.
Consider Jesus and let him give you the
eternal love, rest, and peace for which your heart was made.

Worship – February
February 2

Holy Communion

Pastor Herb Spomer leading worship

February 9

Worship

February 16

Holy Communion

Scout Sunday

February 23

Holy Communion

Transfiguration Sunday / Burial of the Alleluia

February 26

Ash Wednesday
9:30 a.m. Brief spoken worship with the Imposition of Ashes (chapel)
5:30 p.m. Brief spoken worship with the Imposition of Ashes (chapel)
7:00 p.m. Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes w/ music (sanctuary)

ANNUAL SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER
Fun, food, and
fellowship for all ages! Join us on Tuesday, February 25. Food will be served from
5:00 to 5:45. A free-will offering will be collected, all of which is sent to help
support Angeline, a Kenyan orphan who is sponsored by our congregation. Shrove
Tuesday is traditionally a day of feasting before the Lenten season of fasting. So
come to feast and support Angeline, and look forward to some Lent-related activities,
ideas, and resources to take the season into your everyday life!
Any leftover sausage will be sold for $3.00 a pound.

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS


Long Range Planning Retreat - All members of the committees are to come to retreat on January 18th.



Synod Assembly - 2 lay persons needed to attend.



Discussed Constitution Revisions.



LARC Committee - Second Lutheran requested LARC committee attend farewell service.



Staff Addition - Add Tracy Stenger to do bulletin liturgy, approximately (5) hours a week.



Office Equipment - Copier had broken and supplier could not order a new part due to part being obsolete.
They were able to substitute a part this time. Decided to look into leasing a new machine. Acquiring
(3) quotes
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WELCA
ARE YOU COMING TO QUILTING?
“Are you coming to quilting?” You are likely to hear this question as
congregation members converse before and after worship on Sunday
mornings. For the ‘quilting ladies’ being at First on Wednesday morning
is as important as being there on Sunday.
All across the ELCA there are groups like ours who put their faith into
action and make quilts for Lutheran World Relief to send to people in
need around the world. These gifts of love make life brighter, softer, and
a bit more comfortable for our neighbors around the world struggling with displacement,
chronic poverty, illness, natural disaster and conflict. If you were at worship on the first
Sunday in October you had the opportunity to see the amazing and colorful display of quilts
completed in the 2018-2019 year.
There is work to be done! If you can run a sewing machine, use scissors, tie a knot, pin fabric,
arrange colorful squares in a pleasant design, our quilters invite you to join the fun! Everyone
is welcome. Our workers have been toddlers, grandkids, college students, husbands, and
grandmas—anyone from two to ninety-two. Drop in any Wednesday morning to the second floor
work rooms and we can find a job for you.
The topic for the February Circle meetings is “God
Chooses the Unlikely.” It is based on the Apostle Paul
and the power of failure. All women of the church are
invited to one of the Circle meetings for fellowship and
inspiration.
The Sister Margaret Circle will meet on Tuesday,
February 4 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Pauline Shearer.
Gertrude Kampmeyer will lead the Bible study.
The Afternoon Circle will meet in the meeting room at the
Church, at 1:30 p.m. Jean Reed will lead the Bible study.
BACKPACK FEEDING
PROGRAM

The back pack program
continues to be the service
project for the women, and all
members of the church are
invited to contribute. The items
suggested for the month of February are:
spaghetti and meatballs, ravioli, Beefaroni,
and lasagna. All items should be in
individual size servings. Thank you for
supporting this project, which provides
weekend meals for those students who may
not have adequate meals at home.
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The Women’s
Fellowship Breakfast
will be on
Wednesday, February 19 at
8:30 a.m. at Greenvillage Drive-in
ALL LADIES ARE WELCOME.

STEWARDSHIP
Steward your life: Cultivate a heart of love
Jesus taught, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor
and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven.” –
Matthew 5:43-45a
Red hearts, flowers and chocolates remind us that February is the
uncontested month of love.
It’s excellent (and easy) to love those close to us, but Jesus tells us to go wider, deeper,
riskier – to love even our enemies. In so doing, Jesus says, we become children of God.
This challenges us to embrace love as the key discipline and develop a heart so full of love
that it flows to even our enemies. Isn’t that how we’re supposed to live as disciples? It’s just
good stewardship of our lives.
For this “month of love,” practice loving your enemies.
The effort is especially timely in our season of discord, when our loudest voices encourage
us – through name-calling, denigrating, lying, smearing – to hate those with whom we
disagree. Even calling them “enemies” is too much (they’re really neighbors!).
Loving our “enemies” doesn’t mean we agree with them or tolerate bad behavior. It means
respecting, listening, discussing, refraining from anger and revenge. Here are some ideas for
loving our enemies:
Jesus gives us the first step: Pray! For them and for you!
Stop seeing them as enemies. They’re our neighbors whom God loves.
Resist hate, the very thing our culture encourages.
Treat everyone as you would want to be treated.
Lastly, keep praying.
By embracing love as a spiritual discipline, we cultivate a heart of love that opens our lives
to the transformation Jesus dearly desires for us -- to be children of God. Now that’s good
stewardship.
--Rob Blezard
The ELCA World Hunger program provides a holistic approach to supporting
the world-wide needs of assisting the hungry. As members of the ELCA, we
believe God is calling us into the world –together. ELCA World Hunger is our
church’s ministry working to break the cycle of hunger and poverty.
Your gifts make it possible for the ELCA to support innovative, sustainable
solutions that make a difference. Those solutions include working to provide
water and sanitation, health care and prevention, education and training, peace, justice
and human rights, agriculture and nutrition, advocacy and community organization, and
income and savings. Thank you for all you do!
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STEWARDSHIP
Also in February, we will gather on Feb. 12 at 10:00 a.m. to
pack Valentine baskets for shut-in members of the
Congregation. Each Circle is asked to provide 6 dozen
cookies, and all members of the organization are invited to
help distribute the baskets.

A
STEWARDSHIP PRAYER
Heavenly Father, Thank you for
teaching us the lesson of the Good
Samaritan.
Help us embrace our neighbor with care.

The annual Birthday Party for residents at
the Inn at Luther Ridge will be held on
Tuesday, Feb. 18 at 1:00 p.m. The program
is entitled “Hanging Clothes on the Wash
Line.” Volunteers are needed to help serve
refreshments to the residents.

Fill our hearts with compassion so we
may feed, clothe, heal and give shelter to
those in need.
May Christ’s parable of mercy inspire us
in all our deeds for all our days. Amen

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM
Sharing God’s love in our community
IDEAS WELCOME

I want to thank First Lutheran Church
for your kindness and generosity for
helping to support the Y.M.C.A. Sam’s
Club program. By giving so faithfully you
have collected $535.00 to help buy
sweatshirts for the children’s Christmas
party.

The Neighborhood Task
Team would welcome any
ideas that you may have of
ways that we can connect with and serve
our neighbors. Please join us for any of our
events. You do not have to be a member of
the Task Team to volunteer at an event.
Come and get to know our neighbors!
Contact
Mary Gotwald or Nancy Fricke.

Again thanks to all,
Nancy Wildeson,
Volunteer for Sam’s
Program
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM
Sharing God’s love in our community

The Give and Take Box
An ongoing program
The bright red box out front is a distribution for personal care items for our neighbors.
When you are out shopping please remember to purchase a few items to share with our
neighbors.
Helpful items include: shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste and brushes, toilet paper,
tissues, soap, dish detergent, laundry detergent, Band-Aids, etc.
As soon as the box is filled, it is soon emptied. It seems that our neighbors depend on
this assistance from us. Thank you for being a part of sharing with our neighbors.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Souper Bowl of Caring is a nationwide effort to provide for people
in need of food assistance, a need which can be especially dire during the
winter months. As part of this effort, you are encouraged to make
donations -- either financial or in-kind, in the form of canned goods and
other non-perishables -- directly to Meals on Wheels or Maranatha Food
Pantry.
Meals on Wheels
43 W. Washington Street
Chambersburg, PA 17201

Maranatha Ministries
195 W. Louden Street
Chambersburg, PA 17201

The boy scout troop is selling Butcher Shoppe pizza and sub coupons to
help with several upcoming activities. Pizza coupons are $10 and sub
coupons are $6. Please see Christy Burkholder for the coupons. The boys
thank you in advance for your support!
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SpiriTrust Lutheran

Wellness Talk

Dinner at the Ridge will be held at
12:00pm at the Fleck Center at
SpiriTrust Lutheran, the Village at
Luther Ridge, on Wednesday,
February 12th. The cost is $7.50.
The menu is creamed lettuce, sliced
beef, mashed potatoes with gravy,
assorted desserts and beverages.
Please call Shirley Leister at
717-263-6957 for any additional
information.

The Wellness Talk for February will be held
Thursday, February 13th at 1:00pm. J oin Dr .
Wayne Myers as he explains the history of CBD
oil, how it works, and what you need to know
when buying and using it. You may want to
attend this seminar if you or a loved one struggles
with chronic pain, anxiety, insomnia, migraines,
fibromyalgia, or depression. The talk will take
place at the Fleck Center at SpiriTrust Lutheran,
The Village at Luther Ridge, 2998 Luther Drive,
Chambersburg. Please R.S.V.P. to 267-1665 if
you plan to attend.

Thank You
Dear Members of First Lutheran,
Thank you so very much for the Christmas gift
of $100. Mark & I are so appreciative of all
your care for us at Christmas and throughout
the year. May God guide our ministry together
in the new year.
Pastor & Mark Nicholson

Dear Council & Church Members,
Thank you so much for the gift. I am
so grateful for the First Lutheran
Family. Please accept my heartfelt
thank you for your Christmas gift. It
was very thoughtful of you!
Blessings,
Cheryl Christman
Parish Administrator
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Thank You
On Behalf of the Emergency needs
Clearing House Fund of the United
Churches of the Chambersburg Area,
I would like to thank you for your
donation of $2,500.00. Your gift goes a
long way to help those in need and
struggling during difficult times.
We are so very thankful for your support
of this vital ministry in our area. May
God’s blessings always be with you as
you carry out His work.

Dear First Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your gift of $500.00 to She’s
Somebody’s Daughter. We are grateful for
your decision to support this organization.
It is a privilege to walk with these women as
they take steps to leave the commercial sex
industry We have the opportunity to
celebrate things like getting a GED, finding
new employment and safe housing as well as
process through the steps of healing from the
hurts they have endured.

Gratefully yours,

Thank you for the opportunity to share the
heart of She’s Somebody’s Daughter!

Candice Wagner

Sincerely,

Treasurer

Tanya Pearrell
Director of Development

Emergency Needs Clearing House Fund

Dear First Lutheran Church,
God’s boundless grace propels us to share
abundantly in faith and love Thank you for
your generous gift of $2,000.00 to the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America for
the ministries of ELCA Global Church.
Your support enables ELCA Global Mission to
send more than 200 missionaries, including
Young Adults n Global Mission, to serve in over
40 countries.
Again thank you for your incredible generosity!
With gratitude,
Rahel Mwitula Williams
Director, ELCA Global Mission Funding
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Thank You
Dear Members,
On behalf of the Chambersburg YMCA Board of
Directors, Sam’s Committee, YMCA staff and most
importantly, the Sam’s children, I would like to
personally thank each and every one of you for your
generosity, your Christian compassion and your
strong commitment to our community.
There are not enough words to express how much
your outreach with the YMCA’s Sam’s Program has
meant to these children and our staff. From your
faithful willingness to volunteer and provide snacks
for the children during Sam’s night to the
overwhelming generosity of sweatshirts from your
congregation and for the thoughts and prayers for
these children.
God Bless you all, and may the Lord keep you in his
loving embrace.

Appreciatively,

Dear Friends,
We can’t thank you enough for
the generous donation of
$1,000,00. Your contribution
will make it possible for us to be
there when victims of domestic
and sexual violence reach out
for help.
Each year our agency works
with crime victims by providing
supportive services such as 24hour hotline, an emergency
shelter, advocacy, and
prevention education. Your
support helps to make all of this
possible.
No goods or services were
received in relations to this
donation.
Sincerely,

Amy D. Lynch
Director of Development/Admin. Services
Chambersburg YMCA

Barbara Channing
Executive Director
Women In Need, Inc.

Dear Friends at First Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Your gifts allow us to provide food to families and seniors who are hungry, shelter
for people who have nowhere to call home, job training to those who need to find
work, child care supports to working low wage earners, and support that is
designed to help families work their way out of poverty. We weatherize homes,
provide health screenings, work on community solutions and fix broken systems.
Our goal is to help families never need our assistance again. Your gifts help us
package support to families that leads to healthy, holistic outcomes. You really
help us transform lives!
With great appreciation,
Megan Shreve
Chief Executive Office
SCCAP—South Central Community Action Programs
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HELPING HANDS
PRAYER CHAIN

TRANSPORTATION

May we include you in our
prayers? Do you have a prayer
need that we can help you with?
If so, please call our prayer–
chain group leader: Marcia
Hunt @
717-263-0781
Names are kept on the prayer
chain for 1 month. After that
month, please contact the office
again if you would like to have a
name on for another month.

Our church provides transportation
to church on Sundays! We don’t want
to miss anyone who would like to join
us! Please call if you need a ride.
Church office: 717-264-2015

@felccyouth

Council
President: Tom Kriner
Vice President: Tim Gotwald
Secretary: Gertrude Kampmeyer

HOSPITALIZATION

Pastor
Jane Nicholson

If someone you know from our church
is hospitalized please
contact Pastor Nicholson
to let her know by calling
717-264-2015 ext.4 or email
flcpastor@outlook.com. If this is an
emergency—feel free to
contact Pastor Nicholson at home
717-753-3940.

Barb Evans
Tim Gotwald
Dorothy Hammer
Robert Hammer
Warren Heintzelman
Gertrude Kampmeyer
Tom Kriner
Mary Beth McGraw-Warne
Joyce Ray
Tedd Sloan
Treasurer: Sally Herritt
Financial Secretary: Carol McCoy
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March
@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch

February 15

Nancy Shoop

2/2

Rebecca Grove

2/16

Spencer Hurst

2/3

Kay Feight

2/17

Kelci Rote

2/4

Alison Dubs

2/18

John Huber

2/5

Dawson McCoy

2/18

Alexander Buselli

2/10

Alexis Rankin

2/18

Melodie Lensbower

2/10

Mary Beth McGraw-Warne 2/19

Lisa Sekel

2/10

Bob Wildeson

2/22

Brian Umbrell

2/10

Patricia Dent

2/24

Diane Boock

2/12

Ernest Fricke

2/26

Gloria Hammond

2/12

Grace Shindle

2/26

Amy Stouffer

2/14

Tara Savary

2/27

Victoria Buselli

2/16
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

CHURCH OFFICE
Parish Administrator
Children, Youth, & Family
Director of Music
Pastor

717-264-2015
ext. 1
ext. 2
ext. 3
ext. 4

DATED MATERIAL—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY

Join us for

Scout Sunday
February 16, 2020

Members from our three
Scout Troops will be
helping to lead worship at
10:45

12

