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End of December… beginning of January. It is at this time each
year when we stand on the timeline of life and look back over
what has been accomplished and look ahead to the future. At the
far ends of the timeline we see God. In the middle of our
timeline we find God.
As we stand on the timeline of the Christian Church we see the
origins of the world. We marvel at what God created and how
amazing all of creation is. We appreciate the beauty, and also
appreciate all of the ways the planets align, the concept of
gravity, and marvel at the sustainable earth. We look at the
leadership of the individuals in our world who have reigned for
the good of all over the millenniums. It is God who has enriched our lives and provided for us in these ways.
We remember that God is the Alpha and the Omega. The beginning and the end. All that exists comes from
the Lord and all that is yet to exist comes from the Lord.
Our congregation is no different. God is at the start of the formation of this church 240 years ago. God has
guided his people through thick and thin. Times of war and times of peace. Times of turmoil and times of
joy. Times of growth and times of decline.
More recently in our times together we have worked on enhancing our building in big and small ways. We
have remodeled and repaired bathrooms, kitchens, organs, roofs, and websites. Our three year capital
campaign for renovations and organ refurbishment ends on December 31, 2019. The total amounts given to
the renovation funds through the end of November 2019 has been $ 72,009.00. And the total amount given to
the organ refurbishment project was $126,449.00.
We celebrate visitors coming to experience God in this place. Welcome them. Invite them to remain as a
part of our congregation’s timeline.
As we look ahead in our time line we begin our Long Range Planning for the future. We know that with
every corner we round and every page we turn, we discover God already working and inviting us to be a part
of the Lord’s plan for our future. Please continue to pray for our leadership, especially in the preparation for
and experience of a leadership retreat happening on January 18 to develop our Long Range Plan.
I look forward to creating our future time line together.
Pastor Nicholson

It is with joy that we look ahead to Christmas and the New Year.

Many things are awaiting us as we turn the page of the calendar
and move ahead to the coming year.
Christmas Eve Worship is at 5:00 for families with young children and at 7:00 for our
traditional worship with music, candlelight, and Holy Communion.
Christmas Day Worship with Holy Communion is at 9:30.
Christmas Season
Sunday, December 29. We invite you to close out the year with Sunday morning
worship at 10:45. We will have a service of Lessons and Carols. There will not be
donuts and coffee or Sunday School on this day.
Sunday, January 5. We will have communion and the installation of our council
members on this day.
Baptism of Our Lord On January 12 we will be celebrating the Baptism of our Lord and
celebrating the baptism of Kashton Peters and remembering those baptized in 2019.
Worship with Holy Communion on January 19.
Worship followed by Annual Meeting on January 26.

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
December
 January 5th installation date for new council members.


Stewardship Committee— Offering envelopes have a new look for next year, there will not
be an envelope each month. They will be quarterly (4) a year.



Long Range Planning Committee— A retreat has been planned for January 18th,
8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. at First Lutheran. The council, staff, all members of committees and
the Long Range Planning Committee are invited.




Finance Committee – Tedd Sloan was elected as chairman of Finance Committee.
Congregational meeting date January 26, 2020
2

WELCA
ARE YOU COMING TO QUILTING?
“Are you coming to quilting?” You are likely to hear this question
as congregation members converse before and after worship on
Sunday mornings. For the ‘quilting ladies’ being at First on
Wednesday morning is as important as being there on Sunday.
All across the ELCA there are groups like ours who put their
faith into action and make quilts for Lutheran World Relief to
send to people in need around the world. These gifts of love make
life brighter, softer, and a bit more comfortable for our neighbors
around the world struggling with displacement, chronic poverty, illness, natural disaster and
conflict. If you were at worship on the first Sunday in October you had the opportunity to see
the amazing and colorful display of quilts completed in the 2018-2019 year.
There is work to be done! If you can run a sewing machine, use scissors, tie a knot, pin fabric,
arrange colorful squares in a pleasant design, our quilters invite you to join the fun! Everyone
is welcome. Our workers have been toddlers, grandkids, college students, husbands, and grandmas—anyone from two to ninety-two. Drop in any Wednesday morning to the second floor work
rooms and we can find a job for you.
The January Circle meetings for Women of the ELCA will be based on the Bible
study “God Blesses the Underserving,” using scripture from Matthew 20. The
Sister Margaret Circle will meet on Tuesday, January 4, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. at the
home of Gertrude Kampmeyer. Jane Love will lead the study.
The Afternoon Circle will meet on Monday, January 13, 2020 at 1:30 p.m. in the
Meeting Room. Nancy Fricke will lead the study. All women of the church are
invited to attend one of the meetings for fellowship and inspiration.
The Board meeting for the WELCA will be on Thursday, January 9, 2020 at 2:00 p.m .

BACKPACK FEEDING
PROGRAM

The back pack program
continues to be the service
project for the women, and all
members of the church are
invited to contribute. The items suggested
for the month of January are: grains, such
as Graham crackers, light popcorn, whole
grain cereal, granola bars, and individual
cereal boxes. Thank you for supporting this
project, which provides weekend meals for
those students who may not have adequate
meals at home.

The Women’s
Fellowship Breakfast
will be on
Wednesday, January 15 at
8:30 a.m. at Johnnie’s Restaurant
ALL LADIES ARE WELCOME.
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YOUTH MINISTRY
This January not only escorts us into a new year, it also offers us
the opportunity to welcome a new sibling in Christ through
baptism. New things are happening all around us, and that can be
hard and even scary. God, though, is constantly doing new things
and surprising people. God has been doing new things since the
beginning of time. The Israelites were often surprised by the
direction God led them. At Christmas, we celebrate perhaps the
most surprising, unexpected, world-altering new thing God has
done, turning the social order upside down and subverting
everyone’s expectations about the promised Messiah. God comes to
the human world not as an army or as a powerful ruler, but as a
baby. Even Mary, though scared and confused at first, soon came to understand just what a bold and radical
new thing God was doing, and it is from her that we learn in Luke 1:46-55 how this baby will usher in a new
era of God’s work in the world. As we continue our ongoing long-range planning process and look forward
to the next decade, why shouldn’t we entertain the idea of entering a new era of ministry?
There seems to be relatively wide-ranging consensus that we want to be a congregation that welcomes young
people better. So let’s be open to the possibility that, in order to do that, we have to be ready to do new
things. And that those “things” may not be things at all, but rather shifts in mentality and congregational
culture. They may mean changes to the way we worship, or the ways we interact with one another. They
may mean reevaluating our priorities and how we communicate those priorities to the world. They will
definitely include paying closer attention to the needs and interests of children, youth, and young adults and
responding appropriately. Youth ministry simply cannot follow the same models that it has for past
generations. We have both research and our own experience telling us that what we have done before is not
enough. But this does not mean that we are entering some unexplored void. God has been working in and
through young people for as long as there have been people. We need simply to be open and attentive to the
movement of the Spirit – even when it is scary and surprising.
Kathleen Getaz
CHICKEN & WAFFLES
Nawakwa
1033 Nawakwa Road
Biglerville, PA 17307
January 19, 2020

WINTER FUN DAY

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

KIRCHENWALD
1 CUT OFF RD
LEBANON, PA 17042
January 19, 2020 and February 9, 2020
1:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Free
Bring your family or youth group and enjoy
an afternoon on Kirchenwald’s awardwinning toboggan run, ice-skating on the
lake, or drinking hot chocolate in the lodge.
Free will offering accepted.

Free
Spend a Sunday at camp with a delicious
home-made chicken and waffles dinner.
Bring your sleds (if there’s snow) to work off
the calories, as if camp food actually has
calories!
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STEWARDSHIP
A PLACE TO BELONG
Come rain or shine, or even snow, the East Boston
Community Soup Kitchen opens each Tuesday without fail,
serving up nutritious fare – with an extra helping of love –
from the basement of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church.
The team of volunteers offer weekly breakfast, lunch and
dinner to more than a hundred guests, many of whom face
the challenges of poverty and addiction. Guests can pick up
hygiene kits or a set of clean clothes and can access social
services. What makes this program special, however, is its
attention to matters of the heart. “This space is where we all
come together and treat each other with love, with that
respect and dignity that we all like to receive.”
The program receives funding from ELCA World Hunger. With your support, the East
Boston Community Soup Kitchen and programs like it around the country an continue to
welcome their neighbors. Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support innovative solutions
that fight hunger and poverty in more than 60 countries around the world, including the
United States.

A Christian steward celebrates Thanksgiving every day because he realizes God’s giving is
continuous.

NEW ARRANGEMENT FOR OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2020
This is a reminder of the new set-up for offering envelopes for the
year 2020. Special offering envelopes will appear in the monthly
packets only four times a year. They will be designated for ELCA
World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response. The first one will be
included in the March packet and will be labeled for World Hunger.
It is hoped that members will give an amount equal to their offerings
last year (or more), even though there will be no monthly reminders
through the envelopes.
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM
Sharing God’s love in our community
Mega Event Reflections
Our main goal at our Neighborhood Task Team
events is to assist our neighbors with material
needs but also to connect with them to let them
know that we care because Jesus loves us. So, we
want to share that care and love with our
neighbors.

Here are some comments that our team shared
about the November 9, 2019 Mega Event.
“This was an awesome thing to do for the
community. Just to see a girl flustered that she
could not find shoes that fit, only to find the
perfect shoes on her third try. The look of joy on
her face-priceless”. “I was able to help several people find items that they needed-a hat for a young girl with
lots of hair and slacks for a gentleman. The people expressed their gratitude.”
“The neighbors that attended the Mega event were very appreciative. There were many smiles and thank you
as they left Fellowship Hall with their arms full. One little boy was holding on tightly to his books
which he had tucked under his arm.”
“ I mostly helped out by the coats for ladies/gents. Those who attended the event were most grateful to try on
and take home a coat that was right for them. The turnout for the event was great. I am pleased that First is
here to be a blessing and meet a need.”
“I arrived early and people were waiting outside in the cold, I opened up Fellowship Hall and told them they
could come in but must wait for distribution. There was not one person who failed to thank me. I asked them
where they were born-some were from Puerto Rico, Mexico, Guatemala and United States. They are proud
of their heritage. Communication was easy. What they did not understand and I did not understand was
clarified by the young people. It was fun. If you did not attend you missed a great event. These people are
thankful for what we do. The children’s smiles were a gift beyond any thank you. God bless them.” .
“The demeanor of those entering Fellowship Hall-shyness, uncertainty changed to joyful, thankful and
smiling when leaving. One woman had just arrived here in the US and had nothing. She was grateful for
getting real help. Everyone said Thank you and smiled as they left. They enjoyed the snacks and the books. It
felt like a bargain basement camaraderie, fun and free, a winning combo for someone struggling to make ends
meet. In spite of economic insecurity, there was a feeling of a freedom, that many do not have in their daily
lives. It was a joy to be part of this day.” “I arrived early for the Mega event and found that Fellowship Hall
was already open for business with about sixty neighbors already shopping. I was assigned to distribute bags
and church flyers about who we are and when we have services. I spent the rest of the afternoon helping folks
pack their gifts. Even with limited Spanish we were able to communicate with the children as translators. It
was obvious that we were filling a need and the afternoon was a time of joy and fellowship.
Thanks to all who donated to our project so that we could offer help to those in need. As you can tell, we
found grateful recipients.
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM
Sharing God’s love in our community
IDEAS WELCOME
The Neighborhood Task
Team would welcome any
ideas that you may have of
ways that we can connect with and serve
our neighbors. Please join us for any of our
events. You do not have to be a member of
the Task Team to volunteer at an event.
Come and get to know our neighbors!
Contact
Mary Gotwald or Nancy Fricke.

The Give and Take Box
An ongoing program
The bright red box out front is a distribution for
personal care items for our neighbors.
When you are out shopping please remember to
purchase a few items to share with our
neighbors.
Helpful items include: shampoo, deodorant,
toothpaste and brushes, toilet paper, tissues,
soap, dish detergent, laundry detergent, BandAids, etc.
As soon as the box is filled, it is soon emptied. It
seems that our neighbors depend on this
assistance from us. Thank you for being a part of
sharing with our neighbors.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Join us!
Building A Beloved Community Together
January 20, 2020

Central Presbyterian Church on the Square
SCHEDULE
8:00 A.M.—9:30 A.M.

Commemorative Breakfast and Keynote

9:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.

Volunteer Opportunities– with Non-Profits

9:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.

Educational Roundtables & Workshops

12:30 p.m.—2:00 p.m.

Luncheon with Keynote, Reflection & Closing

Register by: January 3rd, 2020 at fccforprogress.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Clinical Pastoral Training for
Laypersons
January 9—May 28
Wellspan Chambersburg Hospital
Thursdays from 9am—12 pm
Graduation ceremony on
June 3, 2020

A reminder for End of Year
Statements for 2019

A course designed to teach dedicated and
talented persons how to provide pastoral
care in a hospital/clinical setting and to
give the an opportunity to grow and
mature in their role as lay leaders.

Contributions that you wish to be
credited to 2019 must be received in the
church office or placed in the offering
NO LATER THAN December 29, 2019.
Any contributions that are received
after December 29th will be credited to
2020. Any questions, please contact
Carol McCoy.

Cost of required course materials ($35) and
required background checks and
clearances. Otherwise, free.

HOLIDAY CLOSING
Church office will be
closed on Tuesday,
December 24 and
Wednesday, December
25, Friday, December
27, and Wednesday,
January 1.

There will be no Sunday
School or coffee and
donuts on December 29.

WEEKDAY WORSHIP Our
weekday worship service of Holy
Communion and Prayers for
Healing has been moved to
Thursday at 9:30 a.m. through
the end of April. There is no
service on December 26.
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ANNUAL REPORTS are
due to the church office by
December 31 from the
Congregation President, staff,
and committees.

SpiriTrust Lutheran

SEWERS NEEDED Do you or someone
you know enjoy sewing? Our Memory Bear
outreach is a special opportunity to use
your sewing skills to provide comfort to
those who are grieving the death of a loved
one. To learn more about sewing for a
greater good please contact: Kathryn
Yaroschuk / Hospice Volunteer
Coordinator, SpiriTrust Lutheran Home
Care & Hospice: 717-217-3520 or email:
kyaroschuk@spiritrustlutheranhc.org .

Dinner at the Ridge will be held at
12:00pm at the Fleck Center at
SpiriTrust Lutheran, the Village at
Luther Ridge, on Wednesday,
January 8th. The cost is $7.50.
Please call Shirley Leister at
717-263-6957 for any additional
information.

Thank You
Dear Pastor Jane and Friends at First
Evangelical Lutheran,

Thank you to the congregation for
Christmas giving to the ongoing needs
of our community through the
discretionary fund. Your generosity
and help for people in need is greatly
appreciated.

Thank you for your warm welcome on the
Sunday before Thanksgiving. It was a gift to
be with you, and to have a glimpse into your
wide ranging service and support of the
greater Chambersburg community.

Pastor Nicholson

We at SpiriTrust Lutheran are honored to be
among the organizations you choose to
support.
Do not hesitate to reach out, if I can ever
provide an update, or answer questions.
In peace,
Emily Clarke
SpiriTrust Lutheran
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HELPING HANDS
PRAYER CHAIN

TRANSPORTATION

May we include you in our
prayers? Do you have a prayer
need that we can help you with?
If so, please call our prayer–
chain group leader: Marcia
Hunt @
717-263-0781
Names are kept on the prayer
chain for 1 month. After that
month, please contact the office
again if you would like to have a
name on for another month.

Our church provides transportation
to church on Sundays! We don’t want
to miss anyone who would like to join
us! Please call if you need a ride.
Church office: 717-264-2015

@felccyouth

Council
HOSPITALIZATION

Pastor
Jane Nicholson
Barb Evans
Tim Gotwald
Dorothy Hammer
Robert Hammer
Warren Heintzelman
Gertrude Kampmeyer
Tom Kriner
Mary Beth McGraw-Warne
Joyce Ray
Tedd Sloan

If someone you know from our church
is hospitalized please
contact Pastor Nicholson
to let her know by calling
717-264-2015 ext.4 or email
flcpastor@outlook.com. If this is an
emergency—feel free to
contact Pastor Nicholson at home
717-753-3940.
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February
@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch

January 15

Christine Burkholder

1/1

Zachary Peters

1/21

James Feight

1/4

Garry Shatzer

1/22

Marilyn Yaukey

1/6

Nancy Fricke

1/23

Celena Casseday

1/7

George Hammond

1/23

Matthew McCoy

1/7

Megan Yaukey

1/23

Norman Waltrick

1/8

Carolyn Shatzer

1/24

Ethan Yaukey

1/9

Ursula Criswell

1/25

Rose Wilson

1/12

Janet Friend

1/25

Jeffrey Lensbower

1/15

Susan Wingert

1/29

Amanda Rankin

1/18

Julie Paul

1/30

Tanya Nitterhouse

1/19

Barbara Vinson

1/30

Kathleen Getaz

1/20

Jim Brown

1/31

Lori Palmer

1/20

Karin Woods

1/31
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

CHURCH OFFICE
Parish Administrator
Children, Youth, & Family
Director of Music
Pastor

717-264-2015
ext. 1
ext. 2
ext. 3
ext. 4

DATED MATERIAL—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY

Christmas Eve Worship
5:00 p.m. Worship for Families with Young Children
will be approximately 30 minutes with traditional
Christmas hymns, prayers, and the telling of the Christmas
Story with our children.
7:00 p.m. Festival Worship with Holy Communion and
Candlelight begins with a beautiful variety of Christmas
music as a prelude to our worship. (about one half hour) The music will lead us into our
Festive Worship with Children’s Message, Candlelight, and Holy Communion. This is
the perfect service to invite your family and neighbors to attend with you.
Christmas Day Worship Join us as we come to honor and
glorify our newborn King on Christmas Morning, Tuesday,
December 25 at 9:30 worship and Holy Communion. Our
communion liturgy will have familiar music (tunes of Christmas
carols) with lyrics that are appropriate for Holy Communion.
Come and join us throughout the season of Christmas as we
rejoice in the birth of our Savior.
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