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Grace and peace to you from our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.
During this time of social distancing, people ask – what is the role of the church?
We recall that the church is not the building. Rather, the church is the people. We are called, enlightened
and sanctified for the work of Jesus Christ. What might that look like in this time and place? With these
circumstances?
In this time of uncertainty, we are confident of God’s love.
In this time of fear, we have faith in God. We have the peace of God.
In this time of caring for ourselves, we are also called to care for others.
So here are some suggestions – and I am sure there are more.
Read your Bible. There are 67 places in scripture where it is written… “Do not be afraid.” Live by
those words. God is with us in all things. Make time for devotions and meditation with God each
day. Sunday School lessons and memorization Bible verses are being sent to our children, so they
may continue to grow in faith as they learn together with their parents.
Pray. Pray for the medical teams, those who have contracted the virus or other illness, those who have
lost a loved one because of illness, for the scientists to find a vaccine or better yet, a cure. Pray for
those who live alone. Pray that people do not go stir crazy. Pray for persons who are without
income. Pray for your community leaders and church leaders that are making decisions. Pray for
the officials to give sound advice to the public.
Get out! Go for a walk. As they say – the fresh air will do you good. The exercise is helpful. It assists
in keeping your sanity. Our town is small enough that the sidewalks are not flooded with people.
You are easily able to keep 6 feet apart while exercising. You have time now to smell the roses (or
the daffodils, since that is what seems to be in bloom as this is written.)
Write letters or send cards to family and friends or people in our congregation letting them know you
are remembering them and thinking of them.

Call persons – after all, lots of people are at home! Carry on a conversation.
At First Lutheran, the staff will be making “Videos of HOPE” and posting them on YouTube. You are able
to access these through the facebook page, the website home page, or through YouTube directly. We are
hoping to have new ones put up several times each week. www.felcc.org
Also on the website (www.felcc.org), click on the dropdown bar on the homepage. Under “resources” click
on newsletter. We will weekly be adding an announcement page. We will be trying to share any
information and updates related to the congregation. Also on this announcement page we will include our
prayer list. We will most likely be only listing first name and last initial, since it is a public document. If
you would like to be on the e-mail prayer chain instead – contact Marcia Hunt marciahunt@comcast.net
and she will add your email address to the list.

There are several organizations that are in need of people who will deliver food to homes. This would
amount to dropping the food off at the front door – you would not need to meet the people or talk with
them in person. Just put the meal on the doorstep and ring the doorbell. If you have an interest in
participating – call Meals on Wheels or Joyce Ray (717-658-6077). If you would be willing to make a
meal (as simple as a sandwich for each person in the household), please contact Joyce Ray. Joyce is our
contact person with the Borough if they become aware of the need of a family who has been quarantined.
In this April newsletter – we are listing things that we are planning. Please be aware that we will be closely
monitoring the CDC and the Franklin County guidelines. ALL OF THIS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
Look for changes on the website.
The staff at the church is continuing to work – caring for our ministry in new and flexible ways. Please be
supportive of them in your prayer. If you have ideas – please share them. If you see needs, please meet
them or if they are more than you can do alone, call a friend or let us know. There are many ways to care
for your neighbor. Please do so.
And finally – not meeting weekly for worship, means that the opportunity to give thanks to God with your
offerings can sometimes be forgotten. We encourage you to mail in your offering to the church directly
OR you may give it electronically. (Top right corner of the Screen at www.felcc.org – “GIVE”).
With the help of God – we are sure to get through this situation.
God’s strength and love to each of you,
Pastor Nicholson

April 5

9:15 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Coffee & Donuts
Learning for all ages
Sunday Worship with the Blessing of the Palms
Cantata
Holy Communion

April 9

9:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Maundy Thursday Worship with Holy Communion
Maundy Thursday Worship with Holy Communion

April 10

7:00 p.m.

Good Friday Tenebrae Worship

April 12

8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Easter Sunday Festival Worship with Holy Communion
Easter Breakfast with activities for all ages
Easter Sunday Festival Worship with Holy Communion
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Annual Community Services for the United
Churches of the Chambersburg Area:
April 10, 20202 –Seven Last Words, 12-3 p.m. at Central
Presbyterian Church
April 12, 2020—Easter Sunrise Service, 6:30 a.m. at John
Wesley AME Zion
April 19, 2020—Holocaust Memorial Service, 2 p.m. at
Congregation Sons of Israel

Congregation Sons of Israel Hosts Community
Passover Seder—Wednesday, April 8th 6:00 p.m.
Seder Plate—charoses, lamb bone, egg, parsley, maror-(onions and
horseradish, fruit and nut dish)
Dinner Menu:
eggs in salt water, matzah stuffing, gifilte fish, roasted potatoes,
real and mock chopped liver, candied carrots, chicken soup w/
knaidlich, green beans, vegetarian main course, assorted sides,
turkey, assorted desserts
Please RSVP by April 1 to Lynne Newman, 717-263-2151 or 818-360-2407. Price: $18/adult,
$9/7-12 (No charge for children 6 and under).

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
March:


Property Committee— approved security system for church. Council approved getting
new copier for church office.



Worship & Music—Bishop Dunlop will lead Worship and Sunday School on October
11, 2020. We will also be honoring the Ordination Anniversaries of Pastor Warren
Heintzelman and Pastor Charles Kampmeyer.



Deacon Report—preparing for Cantata and Easter Services.



Youth Ministry—we began discussion about expanding our support for the ministries
of the Lutheran camps in our synod.



Pastor Report—Pastor Nicholson thanked everyone who does things behind the
scenes, it takes many people for things to run smoothly!
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WELCA
The Bible study for the Women of the
ELCA for the month of April is
entitled “Heirs of the Promise – Faith
and Freedom,” from the book of
Galatians. All women of the church
are invited to one of the Circles for inspiration and
fellowship.
Tuesday, April 7, 2020 – 7:00 p.m. – Sister Margaret Circle
Hostess—Jane Love
Study leader – Julie Paul
Monday, April 20, 2020 – 1:30 p.m. Afternoon Circle (note
change of date)
Meeting Room
Study Leader - Nancy Fricke

The Women’s
Fellowship Breakfast
will be on April 15 at 8:30 a.m.
At 30 West Restaurant
ALL LADIES
ARE WELCOME.

The annual Day of Renewal of the Lower Susquehanna Synod Women of the
ELCA will be held on Saturday, May 16, 2020 at St. Mark Lutheran Church,
Harrisburg. The theme is “Where God Leads Us” with Norma Good as keynote
speaker. The cost is $20.00, and registration deadline is May 1, 2020.

Youth Ministries
Baseball Game — support the Lutheran Camps in our synod with an evening
of baseball! This is an opportunity for people of all ages to enjoy each other's
company and a Harrisburg Senators game on Friday, May 15. We will leave
from the church building at 5pm. Tickets are $11. If you are interested or have
questions, talk to Kathleen or sign up under the youth bulletin board.

Vacation Bible School
On Earth As In Heaven
June 15—18, 2020
Program 3:30—5:30
Dinner 5:30
If you are interested in volunteering,
please contact Kathleen
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STEWARDSHIP
Steward the Earth, our only home
“The good leave an inheritance to their children’s children.” –Proverbs 13:22a
Look at the babies in your congregation and your circle of friends and family. You want them to grow up in
the same kind of beautiful, safe, abundant world you did, right? But that’s increasingly in doubt.
In the next 50 years, climate change and environmental crises will disrupt patterns of nature and civilization
that have developed over millennia. Some scientists even wonder whether the planet will be habitable in
2120.
Australia’s horrific wildfires may be just a sample of things to come, along with worsening hurricanes,
more-frequent tornadoes, rising sea levels, rapid desertification, and melting glaciers and icebergs. It’s not
that our world did not already have serious problems with such issues as war, refugees, hunger, species
extinction, pollution and extreme weather, but climate change is making them all much worse and much
more complicated.
Christians trust in the Almighty, while we also recognize that God calls us to love one another and care for
the only home God has given us.
“If we truly believe we’ve been given responsibility for every living thing on this planet (including each
other) as it says in Genesis 1, then it isn’t only a matter of caring about climate change,” writes evangelical
Christian and climate scientist Katherine Hayhoe. “We should be at the front of the line demanding action.”
This month we have much to celebrate in the new life we have through our resurrected Lord. We also
celebrate spring, seedtime, and Earth Day on April 22. Let us commit ourselves to renewing and protecting
the only home we have, the only home we will leave for our children.
--Rob Blezard
EARTH DAY
One form of our stewardship is how we care for the earth. On April 22,
1970 20 million Americans peacefully organized to protest the way humans
treated the planet and to demand a new path forward. With that, the
modern environmental movement was born. Now, 50 years later, we face
the biggest challenge to humanity and the places we love – climate change.
Looking ahead to the next 50 years, what do you want for the world around
us? Consider recycling, reusing, cutting back on disposables, planting more “green,” reducing
pollution, supporting financially such projects – the list goes on. Do your part in this
stewardship!
A THOUGHT!!
“Do you not know that God entrusted you with that money (all above what buys
necessities for your family) to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to help the
stranger, the widow, the fatherless, and indeed, as far as it will go, to relieve the
wants of all mankind.? How can you, how dare you, defraud the Lord, by
applying it to any other purpose?” John Wesley WOW!
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM
Sharing God’s love in our community
IDEAS WELCOME
The Neighborhood Task Team would welcome any ideas that you
may have of ways that we can connect with and serve our neighbors.
Please join us for any of our events. You do not have to be a member
of the Task Team to volunteer at an event.
Come and get to know our neighbors!
Contact Mary Gotwald or Nancy Fricke.

The bright red box out front is a distribution for personal care items for our
neighbors.
When you are out shopping please remember to purchase a few items to share
with our neighbors.
Helpful items include: shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste and brushes, toilet paper, tissues,
soap, dish detergent, laundry detergent, Band-Aids, etc.
As soon as the box is filled, it is soon emptied. It seems that our neighbors depend on this
assistance from us. Thank you for being a part of sharing with our neighbors.

Winter Coats—The Neighborhood Task Team is again
planning to host a Mega Event Giveaway in the beginning of
November 2020. Winter coats are a big need for our neighbors
especially for the children. At the 2019 Mega Event the
children’s coats were snagged up quickly and we had many
inquiries about them throughout the event. Right now sales on
winter items are happening in the stores and in the thrift stores. Please consider doing a
little shopping or asking friends and neighbors who may have winter items to pass on. We are
also collecting clothing, socks, shoes, bedding, towels/wash cloths, hats/scarves/gloves/mittens
and children’s books. Please wash items before donating and mark your donation bag/box that
they are clean. The team will accept donations from March 1-June 1 and then again in
September and October. So, as you are finding items to pass along please set them aside to
help our neighbors. First Lutheran is a blessing to our community. Thanks be to God who is
working through you. If you have questions or need help in delivering a donation to First
contact Mary Gotwald at 717-264-4759.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE HOMELESS CONNECTION
Trinity Lutheran has a program called THE
HOMELESS CONNECTION. Trinity works with the
Homeless Shelter who assists its clients in finding jobs,
saving money and finding affordable housing. The
shelter then calls Floss Sterner at Trinity Lutheran.
Floss finds out what the clients need, “usually
everything”, she says. Then she goes to work to
provide beds, mattresses, box springs, linens, blankets,
towels, chairs, sofas, kitchen table and chairs, plates,
utensils, pots and pans-everything needed in a new
home. The final gift to a family is a Bible and a
cookbook.
This program started in 2017. That year Trinity set up
5 families with the items needed. In 2018 Trinity
served 17 families and in 2019, 28 families. So, items
that you do not need or no longer use could help the
people that this program supports. Items will be picked
up at your home within a couple of days of contacting
Floss. If you have donations call her at 717-264-7366.

Lenten Prayer
Chain—Peace,
unity, cooperation,
forgiveness—
Gram—love—peace with justice in
Israel/Palestine—compassion—William—Andy
Cunningham—for people to have good lives—
Gus—for everyone to have a good future—
Lefty—our country—a stop to the Corona
virus—Lefty & Rod—South Central Community
Action Programs—Susquehanna Service Dogs—
my family—Rose, my friend—those suffering
from the Corona virus—Ritamarie’s healing—
Courtney, healing—the Taylor family to be
blessed with great health—marriage—my son
David, his job, marriage—Michael—Liam—
Courtney Lasko, cancer—my mom to get
stronger—my dad to handle personal issues—
Thomas’s teeth to feel better—my dad—our
world—my family—Ernie Fricke—For Jesus to
come back—Diana—Toni Stanley, current meta
breast cancer survivor—my brother to find
happiness—Elise—Joshua—folks in
Nashville— Henry’s cure of lyme disease—
Alison—Chris—health issues. Add your
requests to chain by emailing the church
office at felccoffice@gmail.com

For more information
please email
gstroop80176@gmail.com

Please remember in your
prayers …
Aloma D.
Nancy J.
Rose M. (4/2)
Elva K.
Dan & Tracy S.
Dia S. (4/4)
James W.
Pvt. Parker B.-Military

PRAYER CHAIN
May we include you in our
prayers? Do you have a prayer
need that we can help you with?
If so, please call our prayer–
chain group leader:
Marcia Hunt @
717-263-0781
Names are kept on the prayer
chain for 1 month. After that
month, please contact the office
again if you would like to have a
name on for another month.
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SpiriTrust Lutheran
Discount Card Fundraiser is Back!
The SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary will again be selling discount cards
beginning sometime in March. Each card will feature discounts from local merchants. To
receive the discount shown on the card, simply present the card when making your purchase.
The cost of each card is $5.00. To purchase cards, please contact Tudy Gates or Mary Beth
McGraw-Warne.

Thank You
To the congregation of First Lutheran,
Dear Friends,
I don’t think that we could ever find
the exact words to express our deep
appreciation for your very generous
donation of $1,500 to the Cold Weather
Drop-In Shelter. Your trust and
confidence in what this effort is trying
to accomplish in the community is
heartwarming. God has truly blessed
us.

I am so grateful for all of your
thoughts, prayers cards,
encouragement, and love. Words
can not express how much that
means to me. I am blessed to have all of you
in my life.
As you know, I had a stroke after Christmas
and found out I had a hole in my heart. I seem
to tire more easily now, but the other side
effects from the stroke have gone away. Each
day gets better. I had the surgery to repair
the hole in my heart and it went well! I think
I would have a quicker recovery time if I didn’t
catch that horrible chest cold going around.

In His Service,
Craig Newcomer
Executive Director
Cold Weather Drop-In Shelter

The power of prayer truly works.
Again Thank you!
Christie Brown
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HELPING HANDS
HOSPITALIZATION

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch

If someone you know from our church
is hospitalized please
contact Pastor Nicholson
to let her know by calling
717-264-2015 ext.4 or email
flcpastor@outlook.com. If this is an
emergency—feel free to
contact Pastor Nicholson at home
717-753-3940.

TRANSPORTATION

Our church provides transportation
to church on Sundays! We don’t want
to miss anyone who would like to join
us! Please call if you need a ride.
Church office: 717-264-2015

Council
President: Tom Kriner
Vice President: Tim Gotwald
Secretary: Gertrude Kampmeyer
Pastor
Jane Nicholson
Barb Evans
Tim Gotwald
Dorothy Hammer
Robert Hammer
Warren Heintzelman
Gertrude Kampmeyer
Tom Kriner
Mary Beth McGraw-Warne
Joyce Ray
Tedd Sloan

Treasurer: Sally Herritt
Financial Secretary: Carol McCoy

May
April 15

Tracy Stenger

4/1

Harold Forrester

4/13

Alexis Love

4/2

Glenn Miller

4/16

Sara Love

4/3

Don Shoop

4/16

Annette Huber

4/5

Hunter Boock

4/19

Daniel Cody

4/6

Joanne Caskey

4/20

Lenora Craven

4/6

Karen Sloan

4/21

Amy Rebok

4/9

Michael McCoy

4/22

William Ellis

4/10

Mary Lou Jessen

4/24

Judy Mayer

4/12

Rick Gates

4/25

Patsy Best

4/13
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

CHURCH OFFICE
Parish Administrator
Children, Youth, & Family
Director of Music
Pastor

April 12

717-264-2015
ext. 1
ext. 2
ext. 3
ext. 4

DATED MATERIAL—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY

8:00 a.m. Easter Sunday Festival Worship with Holy Communion
9:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast with activities for all ages
10:45 a.m. Easter Sunday Festival Worship with Holy Communion
Subject to change due to coronavirus
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