
Weekly update:  March 19, 2020  
Dear Body of Christ, 

 

It is definitely an unusual week in the life of our 

world and in the life of the Church of Jesus Christ. 

 

We are undeniably in unchartered waters – but we continue to find safe ways to be 

present for our congregation and for our neighbors.  I am glad you have found our 

announcement page.   

 

At the church we have been electronically inundated with emails from institutions, 

businesses, and colleagues related to electronic ways of communication and carrying on 

with the work of Jesus Christ.   

 

This announcement page contains our congregational prayer requests and some of the 

resources that we have found helpful. Because information is changing so rapidly, please 

be aware that these announcements are accurate as far as we know as of March 19, but 

that everything is subject to change at any time. 

 

There may be more innovation coming – feel free to share your ideas and we will check 

them out.  In the meantime – stay in touch with people in our congregation and beyond.  

Do not wait for them to call you.  Pick up the phone and see how they are doing. 

 

In this time of uncertainty, WE ARE CERTAIN OF GOD’S GUIDANCE! 

 

Isaiah 41:13: “For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand; it is I who say to you, 

Fear not, I am the one who helps you.” 

God’s peace to you all.  

 

Pastor Nicholson 

  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/41-13.html


Prayers: 
Protect us, O God, from the fear and isolation we face as familiar 

American institutions are shut down in an effort to protect us from 

this worldwide disease. In moments like this we usually find 

comfort in being with one another and, yet, many of those options 

are being temporarily removed. In their place, Lord, help us to 

seek your face. Help us to model Christ, who often retreated to quiet spaces to seek 

solace and intercede on behalf of others. Give us insight into ways we can celebrate 

community from a distance. Help us to pray for our neighbors, family, church, and co-

workers. Show us how to best make use of these unexpected “time outs.”  In Jesus’ name 

we pray.  Amen. 

 

From Wellspan Health:  
For patients who have insurance or are covered by Medicare or 

Medicaid, WellSpan will collect the individual's coverage 

information, but will not bill or collect any deductible, co-

insurance, or any other payment for the screening, testing and 

treatment of COVID-19. WellSpan will also not charge individuals who do not currently 

have health insurance for testing or treatment of COVID-19 coronavirus. 

 

The best recommendation is to stay grounded in up-to-date factual information from the 

following websites and follow their guidelines for proactive, preventative self-care and 

other-care measures:  

 
Center for Disease Control update 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html  

 

Pennsylvania Department of Health 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx  

 

Wellspan update 

https://www.wellspan.org/coronavirus?utm_source=website&utm_medium=alertbanner

&utm_campaign=Coronavirus 
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Faith Formation Resources for All Ages 

“Kitchen Table VBS” created by Dani Vogel, Director of Faith 

Formation in an ELCA congregation in South Carolina 

 

Sign up to receive free weekly resources from Illustrated Ministry 

 

Pastor Nicholson, Freda, and Kathleen will be creating videos Monday through Thursday, 

which will be available on the website (www.felcc.org) and on Facebook 

(www.facebook.com/FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch). 

 

Sunday school lessons are being mailed to preschool and elementary families. If you 

would like your family to be on the list, email Kathleen at felccyouth@gmail.com.  

 

Community FOOD Resources 
Maranatha will hold a “faith feeding” in their parking lot Friday, March 20, 1-7pm. 

 

Students who usually rely on school for meals and their families can pick up lunch at: 

Ben Chambers 

Boys and Girls Club 

Pat and Carla’s II (St. Thomas Elementary students only; 11am-1pm) 

Roy Pitz (11:30am-1pm) 

Romeo’s Café (11am-2pm) 

Second Street Park 

YMCA parking lot (dinner, 4:30pm) 

 

Downtown restaurants open for take-out and delivery: 

Veroni Café 

Main Street Deli 

Denim Coffee 

Mikey’s Mini Donuts 

 

Giant will be open exclusively for those over 60 between 6am and 7am each day to allow 

for decreased crowds and increased disinfection. 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 

If you are healthy and able, please consider helping to fill these needs in our community: 

Meals on Wheels needs additional drivers. Call 717-263-7228 between 8am and noon. 

 

Maranatha needs volunteers to help with their feeding efforts on Fridays. Call 717-264-

7785 or email craiglnewcomerfoodpantry@gmail.com. 
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