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Lent is a time of preparation for Jesus’ death and resurrection. The nature of Lent is
considerably more somber than the other seasons of the church year with its emphasis on
penitence. The tone of our music in worship as well as the lack of artificial flowers on
Sundays when no one has donated flowers reflects the somberness of the season.
Ash Wednesday (February 26) is the first day of Lent. The name comes from the custom of
placing ashes on the foreheads of people who confess their sins. In the past people also
would have been dressed in sackcloth, but customs have changed throughout the years.
The season of Lent is named for the lengthening of daylight, and it recalls the 40 days Jesus
spent in personal reflection after his baptism in the Jordan River. In the early church, Lent was a time of
preparation for anyone who wished to be baptized. Then at the Easter Vigil, persons were baptized.
Also during this season, Christians spend time in self-reflection and penitence for their wrongdoings and
sinful ways. Many Christians choose to give up something important to them for Lent or add some other type
of discipline to their daily routine … perhaps longer time in spiritual reflection or setting aside more
intentional time of serving your neighbor or attending midweek soup suppers and worship. This is a practice
that commemorates Jesus’ fasting in the wilderness and the ultimate sacrifice he made on Good Friday. Lent
is a time when Christians examine their personal lives, their spirituality, and their beliefs.
Lent is also a time when Christians can learn about the Christian faith, as their self-reflection turns them away
from earthly things toward a search for knowledge and understanding of the nature of God. Lent should place
Christians in a state of readiness for the death and resurrection of Jesus.
Lenten opportunities that are taking place in our church and community include the following:
Ash Wednesday
9:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Imposition of ashes in chapel
(February 26)
7:00 p.m. Imposition of ashes and Holy Communion in sanctuary
Spiritual Reflection
(February 29)

9:00 to noon This spiritual time of meditation will be offered at St.
Luke Lutheran Church. Take time on this “extra” day to remember
your Lord.

Lent Wednesdays
5:30 p.m. Soup Supper in First Lutheran Fellowship Hall
(March 4 to April 1) 7:00 p.m. from March 4 to April 1 Worship with Downtown
Churches (see dates and places elsewhere in the newsletter)
Emmanuel Movie

6:00 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran (Bring own food for supper or snacks (Friday,
March 6) This is a very dramatic movie and is not designed for younger
children. The content of the movie is about the shooting at Emmanuel Baptist
Church in Charleston, SC and the forgiveness they extended.

Palm Sunday Cantata
(April 5)

10:45 a.m. Worship with palms, music and Holy Communion.

Maundy Thursday
(April 9)

7:00 p.m. Worship with Holy Communion

Good Friday
(April 10)

7:00 p.m. Tenebrae Worship

Easter
(April 12)

8:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
9:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Easter Activities for all ages
10:45 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT
With Downtown Churches
LENT SOUP DINNERS will begin on Wednesday, Mar ch 4 at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall of Fir st
Lutheran Church; 43 West Washington St, preceding the mid-week Lenten Worship with Downtown
Churches. Please contact Barb Evans at 717-360-2535 if you can help by bringing soup and bread for any of
the weeks.
LENT WORSHIP will begin Wednesday, Mar ch 4 at 7 p.m. with the theme Fruits of the Spirit. Please
join us as we worship together as the Body of Christ with downtown churches from the Lutheran, Anglicans
and Reformed (United Church of Christ) traditions. The offering money collected during the Wednesday
Lent Worship will be given to The Chambersburg Cold Weather Shelter and SCAAP (South Central
Community Action Program). There will be a social time following each service at the host church.
Date

Theme

Preacher

March 4

Love

The Rev. Aaron Smith

First Lutheran: 43 West Washington St
March 11

Self-Control

The Rev. Jane Nicholson

Trinity Episcopal: 58 South Second St
March 18

Gentleness and Kindness

The Rev. Patricia Dickson

Trinity Lutheran: 431 Philadelphia Ave
March 25

Faithfulness

The Rev. Robert Macfarlane

First Lutheran: 43 West Washington St
April 1

Patience

The Rev. Arlyn Rusche

Zion Reformed, UCC: 259 South Main St

Synod Assembly – Day of
Business – Our congregation is
needing two lay voting members
to attend synod assembly. The
day of voting will be held on
Saturday, June 6 at Messiah
College in Grantham, PA. If you
have an interest, please speak
with Pastor Nicholson.
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Synod Assembly - Day of Edification
on Saturday, May 30 in York or Saturday,
May 16 in Lancaster. You may attend
either one of those days. The Rev. Jim
Hazelwood, Bishop of the New England
Synod will be presenting “Everyday
Spirituality” as his keynote address.
There will also be workshops for times of
shared learning. you have an interest,
please speak with Pastor Nicholson.

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
February:
th
 Parish Life – Location of this year’s church picnic on June 14 will be at Green Township Park. On
Scout Sunday parish life will be providing cookies and punch.


Long Range Committee - to give direction to (4) topics: God’s Work Our Hands, Worship, Welcoming
and Communications. Next meeting will be on February 25th after Shrove Pancake Supper at 6:30 p.m.



Social Missions Report - discussed designation for lent offerings. Approved Family Care Service
(adoption, work with families to adopt from foster children, non-profit organization).



Property Committee - Security meeting on Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous would like
to use building on Thursdays and Saturday evenings. Council will approve if approved by property.
Tabled until further recommendations from Property Committee



Youth and Family - Kathleen attended continuing education conference for ELCA Youth Ministry.



Pastor Report - Long Range retreat was exciting. Lent coming up. Lent services with downtown
churches this year. We host twice.



Invitation for Bishop to visit - Council would like to invite the Bishop to visit and preach on a Sunday.

WELCA
On Tuesday,
March 3, the
quarterly
meeting of the
Women of the
ELCA will feature Beth Fairchild. Her
presentation will be on “Hope from the Start,
Supporting Our Youngest Children and Their
Families.” All women of the church are
invited to attend for an evening of fellowship
and inspiration on a much-needed community
service. The meeting will be held in
Fellowship Hall, beginning at 7:00 p.m.

The Women’s
Fellowship Breakfast
will be on
Wednesday, March 18 at
30 West Restaurant at 8:30 a.m.
ALL LADIES ARE WELCOME.

The Backpack Project pr ovides individual ser ving sized food items for
Elementary school children in the Chambersburg area with much needed nutrition for
weekend meals. Contributions of all food items are welcome at any time. The
suggested items for March are canned fruit or fruit cups in light syrup, dried fruit
such as raisins, plums, and cranberries, and applesauce. Thank you for your ongoing support of this project.
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WELCA
The Annual World Day of Prayer, sponsored by Church Women
United, will be held on Friday, March 6,2020, at Solomon’s Lutheran
Church, Wayne Avenue, Chambersburg, beginning at 1:30 p.m. The
theme is: “Rise! Take up your mat and walk,” prepared by women of
Zimbabwe. It is based on Jesus’ encounter with a person whom Jesus
commanded to rise up and walk. We are all faced with the question – “Do you want to be made
well?” Join the ladies from First and other churches of Chambersburg for fellowship,

Youth Ministries
Baseball Game — support the Lutheran Camps in our synod with an evening of
baseball! This is an opportunity for people of all ages to enjoy each other's company and
a Harrisburg Senators game on Friday, May 15. We will leave from the church building
at 5pm. Tickets are $11. If you are interested or have questions, talk to Kathleen or sign up
under the youth bulletin board.
Summer Camp—Curious about camp, but not sure what to
expect? We have an opportunity to check it out together
before you register your camper for the summer! On Sunday,
March 22 at 2pm, stick around after worship, and we’ll have
lunch and travel to Nawakwa together for their summer camp
open house. You’ll have a chance to meet some of the camp
staff and take a tour of camp, and every brand new camper
will receive a $10 gift certificate to the camp store! Whether you’ve been to camp before or not, it
should be wonderful adventure. Please let Kathleen know that you’re interested.
Did you know? This congregation has money set aside to help our children and youth experience
camp, to the tune of $300 per camper. On your registration form for Kirchenwald or Nawakwa, there
is a box marked “My church is paying $.” Just write $300 in that box, subtract it from the total cost of
your week at camp, and we’ll take care of the rest! Talk to Kathleen for more details.
If you need more assistance in order for camp to be accessible for your family, please talk with
Kathleen or Pastor Nicholson. We know how valuable camp can be for a person’s development and
faith formation, and we want to remove as many barriers as possible for as many potential campers
as possible.
Camp brochures and registration information is available at the youth bulletin board, in the hallway
between Fellowship Hall and Memorial Hall, and you can always talk to Kathleen with any
questions.
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STEWARDSHIP
Steward your soul for a fuller life
Jesus teaches, “What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can
anyone give in exchange for their soul?” –Mark 8:36, 37 (NIV)
Instead of the superficial “How’s it going?” a wise colleague asks friends, “How is your soul?”
The question requires effort. To answer it I must plunge deep inside – below the constantly churning
waters of everyday joys, hopes, ambitions, desires, anxieties and disappointments. These are so strong,
especially our desires and ambitions, that if we are not careful they can absorb all our time and energy.
Jesus repeatedly warns us not to let our desires and our worries overwhelm us, keeping us from paying
attention to the soul. Our soul is where we connect with God, the source of our greatest strength and truest
identity. Without attention, our soul can wither like a plant without water. As with all the treasures God
has given us, we must be stewards of our souls.
The mystics of old and modern prophets (such as Richard Rohr, Marjorie Thompson, and Howard
Thurman) teach us to employ prayer, holy silence, and other spiritual disciplines to tend our souls and keep
worldly worries and desires from drowning us.
This month, begin a daily practice of caring for your soul. You might begin with five minutes of spoken
prayer followed by five minutes of silence. Or reflect deeply on a Scripture passage. Or try prayerful yoga.
(Your pastor might be able to give you some resources or ideas.)
With a little practice and attention, you can become stronger, more centered, and more spiritually resilient.
How is your soul?

--Rob Blezard
The ELCA World Hunger program provides a holistic approach to supporting
the world-wide needs of assisting the hungry. As members of the ELCA, we
believe God is calling us into the world –together. ELCA World Hunger is
our church’s ministry working to break the cycle of hunger and poverty.
Your gifts make it possible for the ELCA to support innovative, sustainable
solutions that make a difference. Those solutions include working to
provide water and sanitation, health care and prevention, education and
training, peace, justice and human rights, agriculture and nutrition, advocacy and community
organization, and income and savings. Thank you for all you do!
MARCH SPECIAL OFFERING Included in your March packet of
offering envelopes is one for ELCA World Hunger. Please remember that
the special envelope for World Hunger will be included only two times
this year, instead of the previous four times. Therefore, consider
contributing double the amount you give in order to equal ( or increase)
the amount you have given in the past. Hunger is always with us, and
the needs are constant. Thank you for your generous gifts.
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STEWARDSHIP
“Money is not the only commodity that is fun to give. We can give
time, we can give our expertise, we can give our love, or simply give
a smile. What does it cost? The point is, none of us can ever run
out of something worthwhile to give.” Steve Goodier

This year the Social Missions Committee has suggested, and the Church
Council has approved, designating that Lenten offerings should go to
Family Care Services in Chambersburg. This agency provides adoption
and permanency services for children and families in the foster care and
adoption system. Financial donations help in so many ways. From purchasing life books and supplies for Child Preparation and Child Specific
Recruitment services, to supporting operational expenses so ,that staff
can focus on more individualized time on each child, every donation
makes an impact on a child’s life!
Use the Lenten envelopes in your monthly offering packets for this project, place with your
regular offering on Sunday, or turn in at the Church office. Do Not use these envelopes at
the Wednesday midweek services. During the midweek services,” Lent With Downtown
Churches” will designate their own recipients for offerings.

Thank you for your support of this special offering!

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM
Sharing God’s love in our community
IDEAS WELCOME
The Neighborhood Task
Team would welcome any
ideas that you may have of ways that we
can connect with and serve our neighbors.
Please join us for any of our events. You do
not have to be a member of the Task Team
to volunteer at an event.
Come and get to know our neighbors!
Contact
Mary Gotwald or Nancy Fricke.
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM
Sharing God’s love in our community

The Give and Take Box
An ongoing program
The bright red box out front is a distribution for personal care items for our neighbors.
When you are out shopping please remember to purchase a few items to share with our
neighbors.
Helpful items include: shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste and brushes, toilet paper,
tissues, soap, dish detergent, laundry detergent, Band-Aids, etc.
As soon as the box is filled, it is soon emptied. It seems that our neighbors depend on
this assistance from us. Thank you for being a part of sharing with our neighbors.

Winter Coats—The Neighborhood Task Team is
again planning to host a Mega Event Giveaway in
the beginning of November 2020. Winter coats are
a big need for our neighbors especially for the
children. At the 2019 Mega Event the children’s
coats were snagged up quickly and we had many
inquiries about them throughout the event. Right
now sales on winter items are happening in the stores and in the thrift stores.
Please consider doing a little shopping or asking friends and neighbors who may
have winter items to pass on. We are also collecting clothing, socks, shoes,
bedding, towels/wash cloths, hats/scarves/gloves/mittens and children’s books.
Please wash items before donating and mark your donation bag/box that they are
clean. The team will accept donations from March 1-June 1 and then again in
September and October. So, as you are finding items to pass along please set
them aside to help our neighbors. First Lutheran is a blessing to our community.
Thanks be to God who is working through you. If you have questions or need
help in delivering a donation to First contact Mary Gotwald at 717-264-4759.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
A message from the
Treasurer
If you are turning in an
invoice from a vendor,
or receipt for
reimbursement, please
fill out and attach a
green request form.
Forms are available in the treasurer’s mail box in
the choir room and in the church office. For prompt
payment, have the form approved by the
appropriate committee chairperson. If you have
questions, please email to felcctreasurer@gmail.
Com
Thank you.
Sally Herritt

Emanuel Movie

The social justice group Micah
6:8 (a collaboration of Lutherans
from area congregations) and
Trinity Lutheran Church
Chambersburg in association
with Community Uniting! will
be presenting the motion
picture Emanuel on Friday, March 6 in Trinity’s social
hall at 6:00 pm. We are inviting members of First
Lutheran, friends, and the general public. Trinity is
located at 431 Philadelphia Ave, Chambersburg.
Emanuel is a film about the white supremacist mass
shooting in the Charleston, SC church in which nine
African Americans were murdered. More than merely a
recounting of the events, the film tells the powerful story of
the love and forgiveness shown by family and friends after
the shootings. Viewers have described the film as
inspirational and life-changing.
Please join us for the film and discussion afterward.
Participants are invited to bring a brown bag supper.
This film is not appropriate for young children.
8

WESTMINSTER KANTOREI, a choral
ensemble specializing in early music
from Westminster Choir College of Rider
University, will present a concert on
Sunday, March 1 at 4:00 p.m. at First
Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Carlisle. Conducted by Jay Carter, the
choir will perform German music from
across the Baroque era,. An awardwinning chamber choir, it is comprised
of students at Westminster Choir
College, located in the heart of
Princeton, New Jersey. The ensemble
performs regularly with Juilliard415
and several of America’s leading
specialists in early music. Sponsored by
Fine Arts at First, the concert is free. A
freewill offering will be accepted, and
a dessert reception will be held following
the performance. Doors will open at 3:15
p.m. Call the church, 717-249-3310, or
visit www.firstlutherancarlisle.org for
more information.

The Girl Scouts will have a booth
set-up every Monday 6 p.m.—8 p.m.
from March 15—April 6 at
First Lutheran.
For more information please email
gstroop80176@gmail.com

SpiriTrust Lutheran

Dinner at the Ridge will be held at 12:00pm at
the Fleck Center at SpiriTrust Lutheran, the
Village at Luther Ridge, on Wednesday,
March 11. The menu for March is Creamed
Lettuce, Corned Beef, Cabbage, Carrots,
Potatoes, Dinner Roll, Assorted Desserts and
Beverages. The cost is $7.50. Please call
Shirley Leister at 717-263-6957 for any
additional information.

Discount Card Fundraiser
is Back!
The SpiriTrust Lutheran
Chambersburg Auxiliary will again be
selling discount cards beginning
sometime in March. Each card will
feature discounts from local
merchants. To receive the discount
shown on the card, simply present the
card when making your purchase.
The cost of each card is $5.00. To
purchase cards, please contact Linda
Beaver at 717-264-0737 or
lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org

Thank You
First Evangelical Lutheran Church,
On behalf of the staff and board of directors at NETwork
Ministries, thank you for your generous financial support to
NETwork Ministries, as we continue to share in the love of
Jesus with those who are most vulnerable in our community and
equip youth with skills for life.
Our records indicate that you made a contribution to NETwork
in 2019 a total of $4,500.
The organization continues to grow in space and outreach due to
our generous support. Our board of directors and staff are grateful to our
donors, who make it possible for us to fulfill our mission and make a difference
in the lives of children and families.
Again, thank you for your generous support. It’s an honor to serve God in this
way.
Sincerely,
Tammy Timmons
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HELPING HANDS
PRAYER CHAIN

TRANSPORTATION

May we include you in our
prayers? Do you have a prayer
need that we can help you with?
If so, please call our prayer–
chain group leader:
Marcia Hunt @
717-263-0781
Names are kept on the prayer
chain for 1 month. After that
month, please contact the office
again if you would like to have a
name on for another month.

Our church provides transportation
to church on Sundays! We don’t want
to miss anyone who would like to join
us! Please call if you need a ride.
Church office: 717-264-2015

@felccyouth

Council
President: Tom Kriner
Vice President: Tim Gotwald
Secretary: Gertrude Kampmeyer

HOSPITALIZATION

Pastor
Jane Nicholson

If someone you know from our church
is hospitalized please
contact Pastor Nicholson
to let her know by calling
717-264-2015 ext.4 or email
flcpastor@outlook.com. If this is an
emergency—feel free to
contact Pastor Nicholson at home
717-753-3940.

Barb Evans
Tim Gotwald
Dorothy Hammer
Robert Hammer
Warren Heintzelman
Gertrude Kampmeyer
Tom Kriner
Mary Beth McGraw-Warne
Joyce Ray
Tedd Sloan
Treasurer: Sally Herritt
Financial Secretary: Carol McCoy
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April

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch

March 15

Alexander Goodman

3/1

Wayne Brensinger

3/18

Trent Best

3/2

Kris Heintzelman

3/18

Sally Herritt

3/2

William McCoy

3/18

Abigail Dubs

3/3

Michael Stouffer

3/18

Tyler Johnson

3/4

Luke Cody

3/19

Kimberly Martin

3/4

Karen Goodman

3/20

Tudy Gates

3/6

Frederick Jacobs

3/21

Joseph Hunt

3/6

Rodney McKenrick

3/21

Rubens Paul

3/10

Chandler Shearer

3/23

Geoffrey Craven II

3/12

Beth Fairchild

3/25

Teena Buselli

3/14

Evelyn Scott

3/25

Tedd Sloan

3/16

John Shearer

3/27

Aiden Peters

3/17
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

CHURCH OFFICE
Parish Administrator
Children, Youth, & Family
Director of Music
Pastor

717-264-2015
ext. 1
ext. 2
ext. 3
ext. 4

DATED MATERIAL—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY

Lent Wednesdays with Downtown Churches (March 4 to Apr il 1)
Soup Supper at First Lutheran at 5:30 p.m.
Worship at Downtown churches at 7:00 p.m.
March 4—First Lutheran
March 11—Trinity Episcopal
March 18—Trinity Lutheran
March 25—First Lutheran
April 1—Zion Reformed
Invite your neighbors!
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