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We have been through a world of things together this year.  Thank you for your patience and 
understanding.  Some great things are happening in the midst of the pandemic.  God’s word is touching 
many lives around the world through our video broadcast.  We continue to work on improving this so 
the Gospel message is spread far and wide.  We are all on a learning curve, but we appreciate any 
helpful feedback you share with Freda and me regarding this. 

August is the time that many of our students will be going back to school.  I am sure that school 
will look different for students and teachers as well this fall.  We will be having a “Blessing of the 
Students, Parents, and Teachers” on August 23.  You will be encouraged to bring your back pack and/or 
learning device.  We hope you will be able to join us for this service either in person or on our webpage 
at www.FELCC.org. 

The council met last evening and we wanted to share with you our gratitude for your ongoing 
giving.  Our congregation is in excellent shape financially.  We have received the same amount of 
income this year as we did last year to date.  And even $100 more.  Some of you have helped us by 
giving your 3rd and 4th quarter offering early.  So it will be important that others fill in those gaps as the 
year progresses.  Your generosity is a sure sign of your faith.  And I am so pleased that God has moved 
you to act faithfully in this way.   

Many of you have given to the discretionary fund as well.   Currently the public officials 
continue to postpone the date on eviction notices, and so there has not yet been a large request.  
However, I believe that once people’s back rent comes due, and their utility bills are due, there will be a 
high demand on this account.  As I say this, please keep landlords in your prayers as they are the ones 
without the income currently. 

Enjoy the days of summer.  I hope you are able to find time to rest and relax. 

God’s peace be with you all, 

Pastor Nicholson 

 

As you read the newsletter, please keep in mind that all activities are subject to change due to the 
pandemic.  For up to date worship information please see our home page at FELCC.org.  Call the 

church office with your e-mail to stay up to date on changes. 
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Holy Communion Practices with 6 Foot Distancing 

(When in person worship resumes) 
 

UPSTAIRS 
 

Pastor will bless elements on high altar. 

Will not distribute these. 
 

Will keep wafers and wine covered on lower table. 

Altar guild will prefill disposable cups with gloves and mask on.   

Wine servers (2) and pastor will wear gloves and masks. 

To receive Holy Communion, with the usher’s direction,  
 

 with your mask on, please come down the center aisle,  
 

 keeping 6 foot distance between you and the household in front of you.   
 

 When you reach the pastor, please leave on your face mask.   
 

 The pastor will gently drop a wafer of bread in your hand and say the words “The body and 

blood of Christ given and shed for you.”   
 

 Then proceed to the altar rail where the communion assistant has placed a prefilled wine 

cup on the rail.  These cups will be 6 ft apart.   
 

 If you are needing to receive grape juice rather than wine go to the far end of the communion 

rail by the piano.   
 

 When you arrive at the rail you may take off your mask and consume both the bread and the 

wine.   
 

 Please put your mask back on before leaving the communion rail. 
 

A trash can will be placed where there used to be a basket to collect used cups.  This way no one 

touches the used cups.  You may dispose of your cup in the trash can on the way back to your 

seat. 
 

When the wine has been consumed, then the wine server will set out more wine. 

 To assist people in keeping 6 feet apart, we will dismiss one side of the church at a time for 

communion.  Hoping people will keep distance in the aisles.   
 

 If you would like the pastor to bring communion to you in your seat, please indicate this to the 

usher. 
 

We ask that children or adults who would prefer to receive a spoken blessing rather than com-

munion come down the center aisle and make the sign of the cross on your own or on your 

child’s forehead.  The pastor will speak a word of blessing.   
 

If you prefer to stay in your seat and not receive a blessing or communion yet, you are welcome 

to do so.  God understands. 
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A Coronavirus Prayer 

Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages curing 

every disease and illness.  At your command, the sick were 

made well.  Come to our aid now, in the midst of the global 

spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience your 

healing love. 

Heal those who are sick with the virus.  May they regain their 

strength and health through quality medical care. 

Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working 

together and neighbors from helping one another. 

Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim 

invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders. 

Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow.  Be with 

those who have died from the virus.  May they be at rest with you in your eternal peace. 

Be with the families of those who are sick or have died.  As they worry and grieve, defend them 

from illness and despair.  May they know your peace. 

Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who seek to heal and help 

those affected and who put themselves at risk in the process.  May they know our protection 

and peace. 

Be with the leaders of all nations.  Give them the foresight to act with charity and true concern 

for the well-being of the people they are meant to serve.  Give them the wisdom to invest in 

long-term solutions that will help prepare for or prevent future outbreaks.  May they know your 

peace, as they work together to achieve it on earth. 

Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this illness or only 

a few, Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare.  In place of our 

anxiety, give us your peace. 

Jesus Christ, Heal Us. 

-Kerry Weber, Executive Editor of America. 

DOWNSTAIRS 

Altar guild will preset up the small square tables that were previously used to hold the cups up-

stairs.  Two will be placed at each of the far ends of the communion rail on both sides (so the TV 

can still be seen in the middle) 
 

This will accommodate 4 people. 
 

On the tables we will set a plate with a prefilled plastic cup and a single wafer. 

Each wafer and cup will be covered with a napkin. 
 

One of the wine servers will go downstairs to speak the words pastor is saying upstairs, but 

they do not need to touch the elements. 
 

Trash cans for disposal of cups, plates, and napkins are available downstairs as well.   
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STEWARDSHIP 

July Council Meeting Highlights 
 

 Two DVD’s on Christianity and Racism will be ordered and  passed through Council , then 

shared with congregation. Discussion will be held on August 25 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 Four Interior Security Cameras are installed and screen showing activity is in craft room. 

Installation is ongoing.   
 

 Financial Support For Kathleen – It was decided that the church will give $500 a month for 

housing, and this will be a yearly decision.  
 

 It was decided that a job description for a tech person who would set up camera, run video, 

and improve sound for videos was needed.  Pastor, Freda and Bob Lawyer will be meeting 

to discuss. 
 

 Treasurer Report – ½ way through budget year and we have spent 41.8 % of budgeted 

expenses. Doing well with finances this year. PPP Loan was a real help  

Steward our future church 

For clarifying our thoughts and helping us to reset priorities, there’s nothing like a crisis – 

whether it’s a job layoff, a death in the family, social upheaval or a health emergency.  

With Covid-19 we’ve witnessed plenty of all of these, and more! Despite our natural 

resistance to change, we’re learning new ways to live. As a disciple of Christ, what thoughts 

have clarified for you? As a follower of Jesus, what personal priorities have you reset? 

The questions arise because you are the church, we are the church together and stewards of 

the church. We will pray the Holy Spirit will guide us to a “new normal” of holy living as both 

disciples and community that will be different – and better – than what we’ve known.  

What might that look like? Here are some questions to pray over and discuss:  

When your church suspended in-person worship, what ways did you find to stay 

connected to God? To one another? What did this teach you about holy living? About 

being church together? 

Covid-19 forced us to “be church” without buildings. What has this revealed about the 

nature of community? About the value of buildings? As we go back into our buildings, 

how can things be different? Why must they be? 

In light of what we’ve learned, what values, ideas, traditions, habits should we let go of? 

Which should we keep? What really matters? And why? 

How can your insights, strengths and gifts help to shape the future of your life as a 

disciple and follower of Jesus? Of your congregation? What can you give to the future 

church in time, talent and treasure? 

Covid-19’s crises are still teaching us. As stewards of God’s church, we can renew and 

restructure our church to fulfill God’s mission. With God’s guidance, we will. 

--Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2020, Rev. Robert Blezard.  
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Dear First Lutheran Church: 

As you may be aware, the national organization of the Boy Scouts of America has filed for 

Chapter 11 bankruptcy in order to restructure its nonprofit organization and pay Sexual Abuse 

Survivors who were abused during their time in Scouting.  Sexual Abuse Survivors include 

anyone who was sexually abused during their time in Scouting on or before February 18, 2020.  

We are requesting your assistance in notifying anyone you are in contact with who may have 

been involved with Boy scouts, Cub Scouts, or any entity or activity associated with Scouting. 

You will find a short one-page note enclosed, which provides additional information about the 

bankruptcy case and the deadline to file claims by November 16, 2020.  You can also obtain 

further information and materials by visiting www.OfficialBSAclaims.com or calling 1-866-907-

2721. 

Sincerely, 

Official BSA Claims Agent 

STEWARDSHIP 

Some hunger facts: 

 

* 821 million people around the world can't have access to the food they 

need. 

* 736 million people live in extreme poverty on less than $1.90 per day. 

* In 2017 more than 40 million people in the United States were unsure 

where their next meal might come from. 

  

The ELCA World Hunger program is uniquely positioned to reach communities in need.  Your 

gift to ELCA World Hunger makes it possible for the ELCA to respond to these needs. 

  

Thank you for your on-going contributions to World Hunger! 

Stewardship affects lifestyle.....Giving is an outcome of stewardship. 
  

God is not indifferent to our daily financial chores, but is interested in transforming 
all our lives. 

  

To have more, desire less. 
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Please share this information with anyone you know that has 

participated in Boy Scouts of America.  Pastor Nicholson 
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IDEAS WELCOME 
 

The Neighborhood Task Team would welcome any ideas that you may 

have of ways that we can connect with and serve our neighbors. Please 

join us for any of our events. You do not have to be a member of the Task 

Team to volunteer at an event.  Come and get to know our neighbors!   

        Contact Mary Gotwald or Nancy Fricke. 

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our community 

     WELCA 

 

The bright red box out front is a distribution for personal care items for our 

neighbors.  When you are out shopping please remember to purchase a few items 

to share with our neighbors. 
 

Helpful items include: shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste and brushes, toilet paper, 

tissues, soap, dish detergent, laundry detergent, Band-Aids, etc.  
 

As soon as the box is filled, it is soon emptied. It seems that our neighbors depend on this 

assistance from us. Thank you for being a part of sharing with our neighbors.  

Quilters are back working on Wednesdays from 9-11:30.  

Masks are being worn and social distancing is being 

practiced. 

We are looking for new or used plain twin sheets for the 

backing of quilts. 

Ladies fellowship breakfast 

hopes to resume on 

Wednesday, August 19 at 830 

a.m. at 30 West Restaurant.  

All ladies are welcome! 

No circle meetings of the Women of the ELCA are planned as of this date.  Members 

will be informed if a September meeting will be scheduled.  It may have a different format, 

such as all women meeting together, meeting at the church instead of in homes, and meeting in 

the afternoon only.  Keep tuned in to learn what future meetings will be like.  In the meantime, 

keep in contact with your circle members, read your Bibles, and pray for a time when we can 

all gather together again.  

The distribution of backpack items will begin the end of August.  Any of the 

previous items may be delivered to the church (with the usual precautions).   

Items to be collected for August and September distribution are Grains:  

graham or animal crackers, light popcorn, whole grain cereal, granola bars 

and individual cereal boxes. 
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Discount Card Fundraiser is Back! 

The SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary 

will again be selling discount cards beginning 

sometime in March.  Each card will feature 

discounts from local merchants.  To receive the 

discount shown on the card, simply present the card 

when making your purchase.  The cost of each card 

is $5.00.  To purchase cards, please contact Tudy 

Gates or Mary Beth McGraw-Warne. 

 

God’s Work.  Our Hands.  Sunday is on September 13.  Area Lutheran 
Churches are working together to devise a Covid 19 friendly plan.  We are 
collecting items to put in a gift bag to say “thank you” to the essential 
workers at SpiriTrust Lutheran.  There will be 130 gifts bags that are being 
made.  First Lutheran has offered to bring 130 of the following items: 

 
 Water bottles with a Thank you note on them. 
 Pocket size packets of tissues. 
 Rolls of lifesavers 
 Money toward a $20 gift card to the Butcher Shoppe. (Check may be made payable to: First Lutheran 

and on the memo line write “God’s work.  Our Hands.”  These may be mailed or placed in the offering 
plate.) 

 
Please drop off any items you have in Memorial Hall prior to August 10 so they can be delivered and 
distributed with the items other congregations are collecting.  

 

SpiriTrust Lutheran 

Thank You 
Dear Pastor Nicholson & Members of First Lutheran, 

Thanks so much for welcoming Kathleen into your congregation.  My 

husband, Jim, and I appreciate your support and encouragement during 

the past 2 /2 years and now as she begins seminary. 

I’ve been following your services and other videos during the past few months.  As I told 

Kathleen, I’ve “joined” your congregation during the pandemic.  Thanks for your efforts to 

minister to your own congregation and many others during this challenging time. 

Sincerely, 

Kendra Getaz (Kathleen’s mother) 
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HOSPITALIZATION 
 

 

 
If someone you know from our church  

is hospitalized please  

contact Pastor Nicholson  

to let her know by calling  

717-264-2015 ext.4 or email  

flcpastor@outlook.com. If this is an 

emergency—feel free to  

contact Pastor Nicholson at home  

717-753-3940. 

 

Council  
 

President:  Tom Kriner 

Vice President:  Tim Gotwald 

Secretary:  Gertrude Kampmeyer 

Pastor:  Jane Nicholson 
 

Barb Evans 

Dorothy Hammer 

Robert Hammer 

Warren Heintzelman 

Mary Beth McGraw-Warne 

Joyce Ray 

Tedd Sloan 
 

Treasurer:  Sally Herritt 

Financial Secretary:  Carol McCoy 

PRAYER CHAIN 

May we include you in our 

prayers? Do you have a prayer 

need that we can help you with? 

If so, please call our prayer–

chain group leader:  

Marcia Hunt @  

717-263-0781 

Names are kept on the prayer 

chain for 1 month. After that 

month, please contact the office 

again if you would like to have a 

name on for another month. 

       HELPING HANDS 

September  

 Newsletter 

Deadline is 

    August 15 

TRANSPORTATION 

Need a Ride? 
Our church provides transportation to 

church on Sundays!  We don’t want to 

miss anyone who would like to join us!  

Please call if you need a ride.   

Church office:  717-264-2015 

Collin Hammond 8/5 Steven Schumacher 8/20 

Christian 

Burkholder 
8/7 Kimberly Brown 8/21 

Catherine Craven 8/7 Susan Rote 8/22 

Jeffrey Goodman 8/7 Dalton Paul 8/25 

Gary Fleegal 8/11 Kira Coy 8/26 

Douglas Pheil 8/11 Colin Hefner 8/26 

Kenley Craven 8/15 Mitchell Wilson 8/26 

Marianne Kennedy 8/16 
Barbara Johncour 

Rowan 
8/27 

Christopher Lau 8/18 Georgann Overcash 7/28 

Michael Dent 8/19 William Curfman 8/29 

Bonnie McKenrick 8/19 Tracey Savary 8/29 

Judith Etter 8/20 Sloan Huber 8/31 
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Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 CHURCH OFFICE 717-264-2015 

Parish Administrator ext. 1 

Director of Music ext. 3  

Pastor ext. 4 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

43 W. Washington Street 
Chambersburg, PA  17201 
E-mail:  felccoffice@gmail.com 
Website:  www.felcc.org 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 

@felccyouth 

Blessing of Students, Parents, and Teachers 

August 23 at 9:30 worship or online www.felcc.org  
 

Please bring your back pack or  

learning device. 

http://www.felcc.org

