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Grace and peace to you from our Lord and Savior.  I have been reminded over the 
last several months how important letter writing is.  In our modern day world – 
there are texts and emails and phone calls and tweets and facebook and the list is 
seemingly endless.  However – on the rare occasion that I receive a letter in the mail 
– I actually pause.  I sit down on my couch for a few minutes and read the note that 
someone thoughtfully prepared “just for me!”  It makes me feel wonderful to know 
that they took the time to communicate in this special way.  And I appreciate the 
pause in my life – to remember them and unite with them as I read their notes of 
news and encouragement. 
 
Paul has written many letters to his co-workers of the gospel.  We now read them in worship and during 
our devotional time.  They are presented as actual books in the Bible.  He takes careful time as he travels 
to stay connected with past acquaintances.  He gives guidance to the Christian community on working 
together and how to exist as a community of faith positioned in a yet to be Christian world. 
 
This written message is also intended to bring reminders of God’s love to each of you.  It is God who 
gives us hope for the future.  Hopefully our society slowing down a bit allows us to take time to sit on the 
couch and read Paul’s letters in the Bible.  Hopefully you will read the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John and receive them as a letter of love from God himself. 
 
In the month of June, some of us have returned to worship within our building and others are uniting with 
us through worship in the home.  Please know that God keeps us connected during this difficult time.  We 
pray for one another and if God has given you a little extra time – please write a note to someone and let 
them know you are remembering them.  
  
As some activities resume at church, please do not feel obligated to come.  You need to take care of 
yourself.  For many of us, staying home is safest and best.  By all means if you are feeling even remotely 
under the weather – please do not come out.  We all understand that if you are absent, you are doing what 
is best for yourself and for those you care about. 
 
Also in the month of June we have said farewell to Kathleen.  She remains a member of our congregation 
as she takes classes at seminary.  This summer she is taking “online Greek.”  (That sounds like a doozy!)  
In the fall she hopes to be on campus at Princeton.  If you wish to mail her a letter – please send it to the 
church and we will make sure she receives it.  In the fall we will share her address once she is arrives on 
campus.  It is challenging, but we are needing to remember that even though she is still a member of our 
congregation, she is no longer an employee.  This is a tight rope to walk for both her and for us.  Please 
honor boundaries – as she is now a seminary student.  Keep her in your prayers as she journeys forth in 
her next stage of serving God. 
 
I continue to keep you in my prayers.  God’s love and blessing to you. 
 
Pastor Jane Nicholson  
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June Council Meeting Highlights 

  
 Video Worship:  Freda Dorand will oversee video worship after  Kathleen Getaz leaves.   Rose Rent 

will be recorded on June 14 at 10:00 a.m. and will be posted later in June on website. 
 
 PPP Loan:  Or iginal $35,117.50 to use between Apr il 17 the and June 11.  We have used the full 

amount of loan for payroll, benefits and utilities. We have spent 89% on payroll for forgiveness.  Interest 
rate is 1% and first payment not due to November if we need to pay back any of the loan. 

 
 Reopening: Council recommends we stay closed until Governor  places our  county in green.   

Should stay closed for all groups.  When green we will open with hand washing, temperature taking, 
masks and six-foot social distancing in place.   

 
 Youth Pastor:  Kathleen Getaz has been sending out Sunday School lessons and bir thday cards to 

children. Starting Monday, she will be videoing VBS curriculum each week. Her service will be done at 
the end of June, so this will be her last Council Meeting.  Quilters gifted a quilt to Kathleen. Drive 
through farewell will be held on Saturday, June 27 from 10-12. 

Worship has resumed at 9:30 on Sunday mornings this summer.  

There is seating both in the chapel and in the sanctuary.  Please 
wear masks, use hand sanitizer, and honor the 6 ft. distancing.  
Kathleen had been the one who had worked to put our worship 

online when the building was closed.  Please be patient with us as 
we reconfigure what worship will look like online now that we are 
worshiping in person on Sundays and working with new people 

who are on a fresh learning curve of how to put the video together.  
If you have knowledge of how this could work or suggestions of 
what is important to include or what you have appreciated and 
found meaningful in previous services  – please let Freda or Pastor 

Nicholson know. 

Dear Friends, 
 

I don't properly have the words to express how grateful I 

am for the love, support, and incredible generosity you 

have given me, both throughout my time as your director 

of children, youth, and family ministries and recently, as I 

prepare to begin seminary. Thank you to the entire 

community of First Lutheran not only for the alb that 

you've given me to get me started on this journey, but also for the beautiful quilt, and the 

many cards, prayers, and support that you've showered upon me. You have nurtured me and 

encouraged me in my ministry, and that encouragement has made it possible for me to take 

this next step.  
 

Thank you.  

 

Kathleen 
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STEWARDSHIP 

  

During this current pandemic, we are hearing and seeing much about 

food shortages, long food lines, and families desperate for meal 

items.  Last month's newsletter provided us with a number of ways we 

can help locally.  These are all wonderful  resources, and our Church 

Council has voted to help from our treasury.  

  

However, ALL of us can help individually, so please consider contributing to help supply the 

needs of our neighbors. 

  

We continue to be grateful to the members who are supporting First Lutheran by mailing in or 

using direct deposit for weekly contributions.  Please use your World Hunger envelope to 

support needs on a wider level - reaching hungry people all over the United States and the 

entire world.  If you make use of direct deposit through Vanco, you can indicate one-time or 

monthly amounts for World Hunger. 

  

ELCA WORLD HUNGER 

  

More than 820 million people in our world today are undernourished.  As members of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we are called to respond. From water wells to 

animal husbandry, microloans to health clinics, your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support 

innovative solutions that get to the root causes of hunger.  Thank you for making this work 

possible through learning, action, prayer and giving. 

STEWARDSHIP NOTES 
 

 "Christ's standard of giving is not how much we give, but how much we hold 

back for ourselves."   T. A. Kantonen 

Gift Receipt. It is with gratitude that our congregation has received a 

$10,000 gift for the endowment fund from the estate of Betty (Skip) 

Stake and her husband Kenny.  This is a wonderful testimony to their 
faith and their love of this church.  Thanks be to God for their lives and 
their legacy. 
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STEWARDSHIP 

Steward your new community 

Like a caterpillar emerging from a cocoon to new life as a 

butterfly, we can steward our congregations and communities 

to awaken from Covid-19 to a more excellent reality that brims 

with faith, hope and love.  

Covid-19’s hardship, deprivation and grief have inspired an 

outpouring of kindness, generosity, selflessness, neighborliness 

and courageous service. Suffering has given us a glimpse of 

what our communities can and should be, following Christ’s 

two principal commands: love God and love one another.  

Our stewardship opportunity and challenge is clear: Can we cultivate this renewed spirit of 

loving neighborliness as a “new normal”? As our community’s central, defining ethos?  

The last several months have taught us much: 

Life is precious. Everyone counts. No exceptions. 

We suffer together. Shared pain creates strong bonds. 

Serving brings fulfillment. Many sacrifice joyfully. 

We need each other. We can’t go it alone.  

We miss each other. We require human interaction. 

Personal contact is sublime. Nothing beats face-to-face. 

We are grateful. Thank God for what we have.  

We are wiser. We know what’s important. 

Covid-19 is receding, though slowly. Much pain lies ahead. Before it’s through, the virus will 

claim more of our friends and loved ones. Many families will suffer economically.  

But the virus is also teaching us anew how to be loving neighbors. As Covid-19 abates, we can 

deepen these lessons and steward our communities to live more closely aligned with God’s 

purposes, to discover life abundant with joy, connection, fulfillment and generosity. With God’s 

help, our congregations and communities can emerge from our Covid-19 cocoon to a more 

excellent reality, centered in faith, hope and love.  

--Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2020, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the bishop of the 

Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA, and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org


5 

 

IDEAS WELCOME 

 
The Neighborhood Task Team would welcome any 

ideas that you may have of ways that we can connect 

with and serve our neighbors. Please join us for any of 

our events. You do not have to be a member of the Task 

Team to volunteer at an event.  
 

                               Come and get to know our neighbors! 
 

                                 Contact Mary Gotwald or Nancy Fricke. 

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our community 

 

The bright red box out front is a distribution for personal 

care items for our neighbors.  When you are out shopping 

please remember to purchase a few items to share with our 

neighbors. 

 

Helpful items include: shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste and 

brushes, toilet paper, tissues, soap, dish detergent, laundry detergent, 

Band-Aids, etc.  

 

As soon as the box is filled, it is soon emptied. It seems that our neighbors 

depend on this assistance from us. Thank you for being a part of sharing 

with our neighbors.  
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 SpiriTrust Lutheran 

     WELCA 

Discount Card Fundraiser is Back! 

The SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary 

will again be selling discount cards beginning 

sometime in March.  Each card will feature 

discounts from local merchants.  To receive the 

discount shown on the card, simply present the card 

when making your purchase.  The cost of each card 

is $5.00.  To purchase cards, please contact Tudy 

Gates or Mary Beth McGraw-Warne. 

 

God’s Work.  Our Hands.  Sunday is on September 13.  Area 
Lutheran Churches are working together to devise a Covid 19 friendly 
plan.  We are collecting items to put in a gift bag to say “thank you” 
to the essential workers at SpiriTrust Lutheran.  There will be 130 
gifts bags that are being made.  First Lutheran has offered to bring 
130 of the following items: 
 
 Water bottles with a Thank you note on them. 

 Pocket size packets of tissues. 
 Rolls of lifesavers 
 Money toward a $20 gift card to the Butcher Shoppe. (Check may be made payable to: First Lutheran 

and on the memo line write “God’s work.  Our Hands.”  These may be mailed or placed in the offering 
plate.) 

 
Please drop off any items you have in Memorial Hall prior to August 10 so they can be delivered and 
distributed with the items other congregations are collecting.  

Quilters are back working on 

Wednesdays from 9-11:30.  Masks are 

being worn and social distancing is 

being practiced. 

Ladies fellowship breakfast hopes to 

resume on Wednesday, August 19 at 

830 a.m. at 30 west Restaurant.  All 

ladies are welcome! 
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PRAYER CHAIN 

May we include you in our 

prayers? Do you have a prayer 

need that we can help you with? 

If so, please call our prayer–

chain group leader:  

Marcia Hunt @  

717-263-0781 

Names are kept on the prayer 

chain for 1 month. After that 

month, please contact the office 

again if you would like to have a 

name on for another month. 

 

Thank you for supporting WellSpan Chambersburg Hospital with a Gift of $300 which we 

received on Friday, April 3, 2020. As requested, your gift will be used to provide coffee and 

donuts for our nursing staff. 
 

I want to extend my sincere well wishes and hope that you and your loved ones remain healthy, 

safe, and well-supported.   
 

Thank you again for your generous gift. 

Sincerely, Beth Stephey, Donor Relations & Annual Giving Officer 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank You 

From someone we assisted with discretionary funds: 
 

Thank you so very much!!!  We truly appreciate it very much!!   

Your church has truly blessed us during our time of need!! 
 

Jennifer 
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Thank You 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

  

We want to update all of you about the Food For Neighbors effort, helping to get food to Latino 

families in our community who are/were COVID positive.  When we first wrote, there were 

about 20 families in need.  Two weeks later, there were quite a few additional families in the 

same predicament, and most from the first week were still not recovered.  To date, we have 

served about 45 families (over 250 individuals) with this particular effort.  There are a few 

families that are fully recovered - praise God! - but for those who still have this unique need, 

we continue.  Right now there are still 40 families receiving food. 

  

We quickly surpassed our initial fundraising goal, with the total given now at $19,383 from 19 

churches, 2 community organizations, 1 local business, and 18 individuals who heard about the 

effort.  Thank you!  (First Lutheran contributed $700) Everyone pitching in has made this 

burden much easier to carry.  We especially want to thank the leaders with MILPA, SCCAP, 

and the Central PA Food Bank who worked together to troubleshoot a complex situation, 

recruit volunteers, and distribute the food.  We are also grateful for Pastor Xavier's spiritual 

leadership in this effort, faithfully encouraging all of us to minister to both physical and 

spiritual needs and leading several (online) prayer meetings for the families.  Below are a few 

testimonies from those delivering.  Feel free to share with others who gave or who would be 

encouraged by these reports. 

  

From Katrina Smith: 

In one of my own encounters, while dropping boxes at a family's front door, the mom 

came out to say thank you, surrounded by her 5 kids.  She wanted to know who was 

giving all of the food.  She shared with tears in her eyes that this season has been 

incredibly hard.  Most of her family had tested positive with the virus and her 

husband was especially struggling to fight it off.  Her eyes were weary, it was 

evident that the family had been battling sickness, yet her smile told me that the 

food deliveries were brightening her spirit.  She told me that when they were better, 

she wanted to find the people who provided the food.  

  

These are some text messages Rodrigo Ortiz received after dropping off food: 

- Those who are looking after us are so kind.  

- I am so very grateful. Thank you for all that you've done. 

- Thank you so much. God bless you and God protect you always. 

- MAY GOD CONTINUE BLESSING YOU A LOT. 

- Thank you so much. We will be eternally grateful. Thank you. 

- Thank you so much. God bless you for the beautiful gesture.  

  

Thanks again to each of you for your part in helping us to demonstrate the love and compassion 

of Jesus to those in need in our community. 

  

Sincerely, Ben, on behalf of Rodrigo, Katrina, Xavier, Sue, Scott, Jon, and the many families 

served 
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HOSPITALIZATION 
 

 

 
If someone you know from our church  

is hospitalized please  

contact Pastor Nicholson  

to let her know by calling  

717-264-2015 ext.4 or email  

flcpastor@outlook.com. If this is an 

emergency—feel free to  

contact Pastor Nicholson at home  

717-753-3940. 

 

Council  
 

President:  Tom Kriner 

Vice President:  Tim Gotwald 

Secretary:  Gertrude Kampmeyer 

Pastor:  Jane Nicholson 
 

Barb Evans 

Dorothy Hammer 

Robert Hammer 

Warren Heintzelman 

Mary Beth McGraw-Warne 

Joyce Ray 

Tedd Sloan 
 

Treasurer:  Sally Herritt 

Financial Secretary:  Carol McCoy 

       HELPING HANDS 

  

August Newsletter 

     

July 15 

TRANSPORTATION 

Need a Ride? 
Our church provides 

transportation to church on Sundays!  

We don’t want to miss anyone who 

would like to join us!  Please call if you 

need a ride.   

Church office:  717-264-2015 

Trevor Plasterer 7/2 Gage Boock 7/24 

Peyton Buselli 7/3 Nancy George 7/24 

Cameron Stouffer 7/5 Shirley Leister 7/24 

Liam Coy 7/6 Joyce Ray 7/24 

Nancy Wildeson 7/6 Gabrielle Saylor 7/24 

Jeffrey Diehl 7/9 James Sloan II 7/24 

Madison Wenger 7/14 Ann Chocha 7/26 

Emersyn Plasterer 7/18 Donald Mayer 7/28 

Mason Bowell 7/19 John Shupp 7/28 

Mark Nicholson 7/21 Carl Holt 7/29 

Jodi Wilson 7/21 Frank Buselli 7/31 

Margery Lau 7/23 Brynn Sekel 7/31 

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 



10 

 

NON-PROFIT 

ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

CHAMBERSBURG, PA. 

PERMIT NO. 137 

DATED MATERIAL—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 CHURCH OFFICE 717-264-2015 

Parish Administrator ext. 1 

Director of Music ext. 3  

Pastor ext. 4 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

43 W. Washington Street 
Chambersburg, PA  17201 
E-mail:  felccoffice@gmail.com 
Website:  www.felcc.org 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 

@felccyouth 

Join us for  

Religious Patriotic Music  

on Sunday, July 5th for  

worship in person or on-line.   


