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I write this on Sunday afternoon, August 16 – after our first in person worship in a month.  It 
was wonderful to preach to the 30 people who attended in person and I am so very grateful for 
those who are continuing to worship and follow us online.  Please know that your support is felt 
by me, the staff, and the rest of the congregation as we worship together. 
 

We are working to prepare for the fall.  There are many new logistics to consider in our planning, so we 
appreciate your patience.  In the last two weeks meetings have been held regarding worship times.  The 
one piece that comes through fairly clearly is that when we worship in person, we are needing to have a 
10:45 worship service on Sundays beginning September 13.  We will have online worship and post it on 
Sunday.  We continue to work on fine tuning the method we will use to accomplish this.   
 

Sunday School will be resuming in person with facemasks on September  13.  We are limiting our  
interaction for Sunday School to 30 minutes in the classroom.  So Sunday School will take place from 
10:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Tim Gotwald will be teaching the Psalms in the Parlor with adults.  Mary 
Gotwald and Nicki Johnson will be teaching the elementary children.  Gerry Wilson will be working with 
the youth.  Confirmation classes are being delayed and will begin in the fall of 2021.  Unfortunately we 
are not able to offer a gathering time in the Fellowship Hall with Coffee and Donuts because of the 
Coronavirus.  If you would like to gather and talk with people outside as the weather permits – you are 
welcome to do so. 
 

I am exploring the idea of having an online midweek Study Group. If you would like to be a part of this, 
please contact the church office.  At the moment, materials have not yet been chosen. 
 

The Stewardship Committee will be mailing a letter at the end of September with an Anticipated Giving 
Card for 2021.  We will be asking for those to be returned either in the offering plate or mailed to the 
church office prior to Sunday, October 18.  The theme verse for this fall is from 2 Corinthians 9:7  “God 
loves a cheerful giver.” 
 

Thank you to those of you who contributed to the God’s Work Our Hands Project by contr ibuting 
items and money for the care packages for employees at Luther Ridge.  I am certain they will be grateful 
for your remembrance of them. 
 

In the church building, we have a new security system that is being installed.  We are working to learn 
how it works and to have it adjusted properly.  Eventually we will have keycards for the persons who 
need entrance at times other than when the building is normally open on Sunday mornings and when the 
office is open from 9:00 – 1:00 Monday through Thursday.  Stay tuned for more information on this. 
 

I ask for your prayers.  Please pray for the leadership of our congregation, both paid and volunteer.  We 
are working diligently to make good decisions on behalf of the church.  If you have any questions, ideas, 
or critiques, please do not hesitate to contact the leaders of our congregation and pass them along.  We are 
also grateful for the positive feedback on things so we are able to continue what you feel we are doing 
well. 
 

More than ever, it is wonderful to hear the words from Hebrews (13:8) that “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever.”  We all need the constancy of God when everything around us is evolving 
and changing.   
 

The Lord’s peace be with you all. 
Pastor Jane Nicholson 
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August Council Meeting Highlights 
 

 In Person Worship –Beginning August 16th. until September 7th. have worship at 9:30, record worship 
and place on line following worship.  Everything is in place for communion, we are in need of 
communion servers. It was suggested that communion should not be held on the first Sunday back, but to 
wait until next labor day weekend which is September 6th.  September 13 moving to 10:45 worship.  

 

 Property Committee - Window painter has been quarantined, no other information available at this time 
on project.  Work is still being performed on the alarm system.  Company will be starting work on the 
sidewalks soon.   

 

 Resume - Pastor sent out email with a resume for Theo Camara.  He is looking to work part time while 
going to seminary. He has significant technology related skills with Zoom, website design, graphic 
design, audio and video technology, and social media.   

 

 Treasurer Repor t—Spent about 47.35 % of what we budgeted, we are under budget for the year. We 
are in good shape due to the PPP Loan. Our application was submitted for forgiveness, and we are still 
awaiting a reply. Congregational giving has remained strong.  

 

 Pastor – committees are trying to get back in the building for meetings. Urges committees to have 
meetings be 30 minutes or less, and everyone to follow guidelines. 

HARVEST HOME 

SUNDAY, October 18, 2020 
Please plan to share the bounty of your table with others through the  

Meals on Wheels program. 

The following food items are needed:  Medium noodles, macaroni, spaghetti, 

spaghetti sauce, sugar (5lb.bags), brown sugar, canned fruit, cake mixes, cake 

frosting, ketchup, canned vegetables, instant white rice, low salt chicken broth, 

cookies and grapenut cereal.  Monetary donations are also greatly appreciated. 

Donations can be brought to the sanctuary on Sunday, October 18 or deposited in the Harvest 

Home box located in Memorial Hall beginning September 28. 

Please place any monetary contribution in an envelope marked for Meals on Wheels. 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

Bishop Dunlop Visiting  
 

We are honored to be welcoming Bishop James Dunlop to lead worship on  

Sunday, October 11 at our 10:45 worship service.  
 

On this day we will be recognizing the anniversary of ordination.  For the  

Rev. Warren Heintzelman (40 years) and The Rev. Charles Kampmeyer (65 years.) 
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                     WELCA 

STEWARDSHIP 

 

Quilters are back working on 

Wednesdays from 9-11:30.  Masks are 

being worn and social distancing is 

being practiced. 

We are looking for new or used plain twin sheets for the 

backing of quilts. 

Ladies fellowship 

breakfast will be 

on Wednesday, 

September 16 at 

830 a.m. at Texas 

Lunch.   All ladies are welcome! 

Stewardship is a three-letter word, a four letter word, and a five-letter word. 

JOY...The joy you feel from knowing that your gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure are re-

ceived by others the spirit in which you gave them. 

LOVE...The love that is returned to you from others who feel the benefits of your steward-

ship. 

PEACE...The peace that God gives you when you know in your heart that you are doing his 

work. 

No circle meetings of the Women of the ELCA are planned as of this date.  Members 

will be informed if a September meeting will be scheduled.  It may have a different format, 

such as all women meeting together, meeting at the church instead of in homes, and meeting in 

the afternoon only.  Keep tuned in to learn what future meetings will be like.  In the meantime, 

keep in contact with your circle members, read your Bibles, and pray for a time when we can 

all gather together again.  

Come rain or shine, or even snow, the East Boston Community Soup Kitchen opens each 

Tuesday without fail, serving up nutritious fare—with an extra helping of love—from the 

basement of our Savior's Lutheran Church. 
 

Sandra and her team of volunteers offer weekly breakfast, lunch and dinner to more than a 

hundred quests, many of whom face the challenges of poverty and addiction.  Guests can pick 

up hygiene kits or a set of clean clothes and can access social services.   
 

What makes this program special, however, is its attention to matters of the heart. 

With your support, the East Boston Community soup Kitchen and programs like it around the 

country can continue to welcome their neighbors. 
 

Thank you for your contributions to the ELCA World Hunger program through your weekly 

offerings! 

Items for the school backpack program are still being collected for children who 

are not able to be nutritionally fed.  The suggested items for the month of Sep-

tember are: Graham or animal crackers, light popcorn, whole grain cereal, grano-

la bars, and individual cereal boxes.  Bring the items to the church office, observ-

ing the usual protocols.  Thank you for your support! 



4 

 

IDEAS WELCOME 
 

The Neighborhood Task Team would welcome any ideas that you may 

have of ways that we can connect with and serve our neighbors. Please 

join us for any of our events. You do not have to be a member of the Task 

Team to volunteer at an event.  Come and get to know our neighbors!   

        Contact Mary Gotwald or Nancy Fricke. 

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our community 

Steward our future church 

For clarifying our thoughts and helping us to reset priorities, there’s nothing like a crisis – 

whether it’s a job layoff, a death in the family, social upheaval or a health emergency.  

With Covid-19 we’ve witnessed plenty of all of these, and more! Despite our natural resistance 

to change, we’re learning new ways to live. As a disciple of Christ, what thoughts have clarified 

for you? As a follower of Jesus, what personal priorities have you reset? 

The questions arise because you are the church, we are the church together and stewards of the 

church. We will pray the Holy Spirit will guide us to a “new normal” of holy living as both 

disciples and community that will be different – and better – than what we’ve known.  

What might that look like? Here are some questions to pray over and discuss:  

When your church suspended in-person worship, what ways did you find to stay connected 

to God? To one another? What did this teach you about holy living? About being church 

together? 

Covid-19 forced us to “be church” without buildings. What has this revealed about the 

nature of community? About the value of buildings? As we go back into our buildings, 

how can things be different? Why must they be? 

In light of what we’ve learned, what values, ideas, traditions, habits should we let go of? 

Which should we keep? What really matters? And why? 

How can your insights, strengths and gifts help to shape the future of your life as a disciple 

and follower of Jesus? Of your congregation? What can you give to the future church in 

time, talent and treasure? 

Covid-19’s crises are still teaching us. As stewards of God’s church, we can renew and 

restructure our church to fulfill God’s mission. With God’s guidance, we will. 

--Rob Blezard 

STEWARDSHIP 
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Discount Card Fundraiser is Back! 

The SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary will again be 

selling discount cards beginning sometime in March.  Each card 

will feature discounts from local merchants.  To receive the 

discount shown on the card, simply present the card when 

making your purchase.  The cost of each card is $5.00.  To 

purchase cards, please contact Tudy Gates or Mary Beth McGraw

-Warne. 

 

The bright red box out front is a distribution for personal care items for our 

neighbors.  When you are out shopping please remember to purchase a few items to 

share with our neighbors. 
 

Helpful items include: shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste and brushes, toilet paper, 

tissues, soap, dish detergent, laundry detergent, Band-Aids, etc.  
 

As soon as the box is filled, it is soon emptied. It seems that our neighbors depend on this 

assistance from us. Thank you for being a part of sharing with our neighbors.  

Thank you to everyone for all the cards, phone calls and facebook good 

wishes as we celebrated our 50th Anniversary. 

Jane & Denny 

SpiriTrust Lutheran 

Thank You 

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our community 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
RACE AGAINST POVERTY  Tim and Mary Gotwald as well 

as Joyce Ray are walking/running in the 10th Annual Race 

Against Poverty. They are delighted to collect contributions that 

church members are willing to make. Make checks payable to 

“Race Against Poverty.” Please place them in the offering plate 

or return them to the church office.  Donations will be distributed through SCCAP 

(South Central Community Action Program.) 
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Pastor Quits Sports (submitted by Rev. Charles Kampmeyer) 

 

Football in the fall.  Basketball in the winter.  Baseball in the spring and 
summer.  Your pastor has been an avid sports fan all his life. 

But I’ve had it!  I quit this sports business once and for all.  You can’t 
Get me near one of those places again. 

 

Want to know why? 

 

1.  Every time I went, they asked me for money. 

2. The people with whom I had to sit didn’t seem very friendly. 

3. The seats were too hard and not at all comfortable. 

4. I went to many games, but the coach never came to call on me. 

5. The referee made a decision with which I could not agree. 

6. I suspected that I was sitting with some hypocrites – they came to see their friends and what others were 
wearing rather than to see the game. 

7. Some games went into overtime, and I was late getting home. 

8. The band played some numbers that I had never heard before. 

9. It seems that the games are scheduled when I want to do other things. 

10. I was taken to too many games by my parents when I was growing up. 

11. I recently read a book on sports and now I feel that I know more than the coaches do anyhow. 

PASTOR QUITS SPORTS 

Author and Lutheran Pastor, Nadia Bolz–Weber recently wrote this reflection: 
 
I do not know when we can gather together again in worship, Lord. 
So, for now I just ask that: 
 

 When I sing along in my kitchen to each song on Stevie Wonder’s Songs 
 in The Key of Life Album, that it be counted as praise.  
 And that when I read the news and my heart tightens in my chest,  
 may it be counted as a Kyrie. 
 And that when my eyes brighten in a smile behind my mask as I thank 
 the cashier may it be counted as passing the peace. 
 And that when I water my plants and wash my dishes and take a shower  
 may it be counted as remembering my baptism. 
 And that when the tears come and my shoulders shake and  
 my breathing falters, may it be counted as prayer. 
 And that when I stumble upon a Tabitha Brown video and  
 hear her grace and love of you may it be counted as a hearing a homily. 
 And that as I sit at the table in my apartment,  
 and eat one more homemade meal, slowly, joyfully,  
 with nothing else demanding my time or attention,  
 may it be counted as communion. 

 
Amen.    ~Nadia 
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HOSPITALIZATION 
 

 

 
If someone you know from our church  

is hospitalized please  

contact Pastor Nicholson  

to let her know by calling  

717-264-2015 ext.4 or email  

flcpastor@outlook.com. If this is an 

emergency—feel free to  

contact Pastor Nicholson at home  

717-753-3940. 

 

Council  
 

President:  Tom Kriner 

Vice President:  Tim Gotwald 

Secretary:  Gertrude Kampmeyer 

Pastor:  Jane Nicholson 
 

Barb Evans 

Dorothy Hammer 

Robert Hammer 

Warren Heintzelman 

Mary Beth McGraw-Warne 

Joyce Ray 

Tedd Sloan 
 

Treasurer:  Sally Herritt 

Financial Secretary:  Carol McCoy 

PRAYER CHAIN 

May we include you in our 

prayers? Do you have a prayer 

need that we can help you with? 

If so, please call our prayer–

chain group leader:  

Marcia Hunt @  

717-263-0781 

Names are kept on the prayer 

chain for 1 month. After that 

month, please contact the office 

again if you would like to have a 

name on for another month. 

       HELPING HANDS 

October 

 Newsletter 

Deadline is 

    September 15 

TRANSPORTATION 

Need a Ride? 
Our church provides transportation to 

church on Sundays!  We don’t want to 

miss anyone who would like to join 

us!  Please call if you need a ride.   

Church office:  717-264-2015 

Ann Kmiecik 9/1 Patti Plasterer 9/17 

Gabriel Dubs 9/2 Charles Kampmeyer 9/18 

Timothy Gotwald 9/3 Sandra Drake 9/19 

James Warne 9/5 Bill DeHass 9/21 

Benjamin Yaukey 9/9 Brian McKenrick 9/21 

Kenneth Shearer 9/11 Paige Massimilla 9/24 

Angela Cody 9/12 Gerald Wilson 9/25 

Kathy Shoop 9/12 Aria Lensbower 9/26 

Strauss Vinson 9/12 Sandra Curfman 9/27 

William Huber 9/13 Bonnie Huber 9/28 

Wanda Forrester 9/14 Gertrude Kampmeyer 9/28 

Jane Love 9/14 Shirley Shaner 9/28 

Leonard Carbaugh 9/16 Carol McCoy 9/30 
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DATED MATERIAL—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 CHURCH OFFICE 717-264-2015 

Parish Administrator ext. 1 

Director of Music ext. 3  

Pastor ext. 4 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

43 W. Washington Street 
Chambersburg, PA  17201 
E-mail:  felccoffice@gmail.com 
Website:  www.felcc.org 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 

@felccyouth 

Beginning September 13 
 
 Worship at 10:45 a.m. for the school year.  (online worship continues) 
 
 Sunday School will be held from 10:00 to 10:30.  (More details inside 

newsletter) 
 
This will be our schedule, God willing, and the creek (or the virus count) 
don’t rise…. 
 


