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Dear Friends in Christ,
I share in St. Paul’s sentiment in his letter to the Philippians. “I
thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with
joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.”
As I enter into my sixth year of ministry here at First Lutheran, our
world stands in a space that none of us ever imagined. In the midst
of a worldwide pandemic, our nation is struggling to define itself as
we look to elect government leaders. Riots and looting are destroying our cities. The word united in United States stands in question.
In the pledge of allegiance the word God is being omitted by some.
Football players are leaving the field during the national anthem.
Things look very different.
We are surrounded by all of this each and every day. And then we remember the purpose of the
church. God has called each of us to come together through the work of the Holy Spirit to be the
church in the midst of the pandemic and all of this civil unrest.

And so we ask ourselves the question: What does being the church look like? No one person,
including myself has the answer. But together we venture forth to share in the gospel of Jesus
Christ with the message of hope and salvation for our world. As Paul wrote: I thank you because
of your sharing IN the gospel from the first day until now.
You share IN the gospel by sending a note or calling and caring for one another. You share IN the
gospel by quilting and creating school kits to share with those in other countries. You share IN the
gospel by not tolerating racist comments and asking people to not speak in those ways. You
share IN the gospel by encouraging one another. You share IN the gospel by praying to God for
guidance prior to going to the polls in November. You share IN the gospel by supporting Laundry
Day and placing items in the Give and Take Box for our neighbors. You share IN the gospel by
affirming positive things that are happening in our world around us. You share IN the gospel by
attending Sunday School or Zoom Bible study, reading daily devotional material, singing the
Lord’s praises, attending and leading worship (both virtually and in person). You share IN the
gospel when you can keep your patience when everything you thought you had planned, needs to
be changed 10 times over for safety reasons. You share IN the gospel by encouraging parents,
teachers, and students who struggle in new ways. You share IN the gospel when …
On October 4 we will be honoring the ordination anniversaries of Pastor Charles Kampmeyer (65
years) and Pastor Warren Heintzelman (40 years). Pastor Kampmeyer hopes to be present with
us at worship on that day. Pastor Heintzelman is the interim pastor in Mercersburg and is unable
to join us on that day. Please find a way to express to them your appreciation of their sharing IN
the gospel for these combined 105 years.
Continued on next page.

Gerry Wilson, Tim Gotwald, Warren Heintzelman, Alex Goodman, and Alexis Rankin shared IN the
gospel by serving on the interview committee to hire Theo Camara as our part-time Director of
Faith Formation and Technology. Theo will begin his work with us on October 5. We look
forward to his sharing IN the gospel with his specialized gifts for ministry. Take a moment to talk
with him, encourage him, and welcome him. Theo is a graduate of Messiah College and is hoping
to attend United Lutheran Seminary in Gettysburg. His wife, Victoria, is employed at Central
Presbyterian Church in Chambersburg.
May the Holy Spirit guide us in this ever changing and ever challenging world as we share IN the
gospel from the first day until now.
Blessings,
Pastor Jane Nicholson

October and November Worship
October 4

World Communion Sunday
Honoring Pastor Kampmeyer (65 years) and Pastor
Heintzelman (40 years) upon their ordination
anniversaries.

October 11

In-gathering of quilts and kits
Stewardship Puppet Skit

October 18

Harvest Home Sunday – along with the
dedication of our anticipated giving cards for 2021.

October 25

Reformation Sunday with Holy Communion

November 1

All Saints Sunday with Holy Communion and remembrance of the saints.

November 8
November 15

Holy Communion followed by the Congregation meeting

November 22

Christ the King Sunday

November 25

There will not be an in-person Thanksgiving worship service this year.
However, Freda and Pastor Nicholson will be working on creating an
online devotional piece.

November 29

First Sunday of Advent

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2020
If you have a loved one who has entered the church triumphant between
November 1, 2019 and October 31, 2020 whom you would like to have
remembered by name on All Saints Sunday, please contact the church office
and include the spelling of the name, and date of death if available. felccoffice@gmail.com
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GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER
Stewardship Anticipated Giving Card
Being mailed next week is your 2021 Anticipated Giving Card. Please
prayerfully consider increasing your giving next year. In
thanksgiving to God, we cheerfully return our offering to the Lord. As
part of our worship on October 18, these cards will be cheerfully
presented to God for ministry. You are welcome to place your
anticipated giving card in the offering plate on October 4, 11, or 18 or
return them to the church office

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
First Lutheran will be having a
congregational meeting on Sunday, November
15 following the 10:45 worship service. The
purpose of this meeting will be to elect council
members to serve a three year term beginning
January 1, 2021.
COUNCIL NOMINATIONS
First Lutheran Church is in need of persons who are willing and able to serve on the
Congregation Council for the years 2021 through 2023.
Please pray about serving in this leadership capacity.
If you are feeling called to serve on our governing body,
please speak with Gertrude Kampmeyer (717-264-0760),
Tom Kriner (717-264-2015), or Tim Gotwald (717-264-4759).
Please encourage others who have gifts needed for this to apply as well.

HARVEST HOME
IN-GATHERING
Sunday, October 18, 2020
Please plan

to share the bounty of your table with others through the
Meals on Wheels program.
The following food items are needed:

 Medium Noodles  Macaroni  Spaghetti & Spaghetti Sauce  Sugar (5 lb. bags)  Brown
Sugar  Canned Fruit  Cake Mixes & Cake Frosting  Ketchup  Canned Vegetables
 Instant White Rice  Low Salt Chicken Broth  Cookies  Grapenut Cereal  Monetary
donations
Donations may be brought to the sanctuary on Sunday, October 18 or deposited in the
Harvest Home box located in Memorial Hall. Please place any monetary contributions in an
envelope marked for Meals on Wheels.
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IN-GATHERING
Sunday, October 11 @ 10:45 a.m.
The In-Gathering for Lutheran World Relief kits and quilts will take place during
worship. The layettes, school kits, health kits and quilts have already been transported to
Church World Services so that they may be shipped as quickly as possible. The place that was
storing and distributing these items in Baghdad had a fire, so our items were greatly needed
and have been sent. We will be blessing the items in abstention.

CROPWALK will not be held this year because of Covid 19. However,
we would appreciate your help in fighting World Hunger. You may make
checks payable to CWS/CROP and send them to: Solomon’s UCC. 1594
Swamp Fox Road; Chambersburg, PA 17202.

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
September Council Meeting Highlights


Racism in the American Church, - Will invite the entire congregation to view
movie through Zoom with council, on September 21st at 6:30 and at 7:30 have a
discussion. Announcement will be placed in the bulletin for the 20th.



Property Committee- Camera and security system is all installed. There will be no
cost for first keycard for members, and if lost there will be a $10 fee to replace. Non
-members will need a $10 deposit for keycard.



New Stove will stay with us even if MOW leaves. Old stove being donated to Habitat Restore.



Girl Scouts will be able to meet in the building on Monday evenings in Fellowship Hall.



NTT – no Mega Event this year due to Covid. Coats already collected will be given to Coats for Kids.
Other winter items will be bagged and placed on iron fence to be given away starting middle of October
when Applefest is held. Laundry Day will be at Scottee Coin Wash on October 10th.



Council Nominations -. Tim Gotwald , Dot Hammer, Bob Hammer, and Gertrude Kampmeyer will have
completed (3) YEARS of service to the council. Bob Hammer, Dot Hammer and Gertrude Kampmeyer
are not interested in continuing their service. Tim Gotwald is willing to stay on. Gertrude Kampmeyer,
Tom Kriner and Tim Gotwald volunteered to serve on the Nominating Committee.



Congregational Meetings – Meeting will be held on November 15 after worship to elect new council
members. Annual Meeting will be January 24 th. January the 10 th will be the installation of the new
council members.



Vote to Hire Theo Camara as Dir ector of Faith For mation & Technology. Appr oved



Treasurer Report – Doing well, 53% of budget spent. Used $25,000 out of Legacy fund for painting
window trim and fixing the sidewalks.
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WELCA
Quilters are back working on
Wednesdays from 9-11:30.
We are looking for new or used
plain twin sheets for the
backing of quilts. Please call
Jean Reed if you are able to
contribute these.

Ladies fellowship breakfast will be
on Wednesday, October 21 at 8:30
a.m. at Capital Restaurant
(412 N. Second St.)
All ladies are welcome!

The need for backpack items continues, even if school is not open for inperson attendance on a regular basis. The suggested items for the month of
October are individual containers of protein foods, such as spaghetti and
meatballs, ravioli, Beefaroni and lasagna. Thank you for your help in
providing extra meals for the elementary students in the Chambersburg
area.

We will not have our usual formal
Thankoffering Service this year, but will
still observe the tradition in a different
format. We ask the members of the group
to continue saving their daily gifts and
prayers, and then writing a check (made
out to Women of the ELCA), and placing it
in the offering plate or mailing it to the
church, anytime during the month of
November. These offerings are not used
locally, but are used in various ways for
women’s ministry and service. Gifts from
the general membership are gratefully
appreciated.

Even though the Women of the ELCA at
First have not been meeting formally,
the projects supported by our offerings
are still viable and necessary. Please
consider making regular contributions to
the organization so that these projects
may continue. Make out checks to
Women of the ELCA, place them in the
offering plate, mail them to the church,
or to the Treasurer, Bonnie McKenrick.
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STEWARDSHIP
Share your harvest, if you are able
John the Baptist went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins…. And the crowds asked
him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two
coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do
likewise.” – Luke 3:4, 10-11
God’s people have traditionally given thanks and celebrated God’s
abundance at harvest time, when farmers close out their growing season. In 2020, North
Americans once again rejoice that our land has produced plenty of food. And many Americans,
blessed with stable jobs and rebounding investments, can give thanks for a harvest of financial
and personal blessings as well.
But millions of us and our neighbors are struggling. Covid-19 has caused massive joblessness,
pushing countless families into poverty. Hunger and homelessness are skyrocketing. Federal,
state and local safety-net programs are breaking, and food banks, shelters and other charities
are overwhelmed.
The rising need presents an opportunity for God’s people who are blessed with more than
enough to help siblings in need. This year, consider celebrating your harvest of blessings not
only by giving thanks but also by donating generously – of your time, talent, money or goods –
to a local food bank, homeless shelter, soup kitchen or charity. Our congregations could lead
this effort with a campaign, “Harvest of Giving.”
Our hurting, struggling neighbors need to know not only that Covid-related misfortune is not
their fault, but also that God and God’s people are standing with them, supporting them with
love and help. The best way is for those who are blessed with an abundant harvest to share it
with those whose harvests are lean.

–Rob Blezard
SPECIAL OFFERINGS FOR OCTOBER
For the month of October the special offering
envelopes are designated for Lutheran Disaster
Relief. Who has not seen the news of the terrible
destruction on the West Coast caused by continuous
wild fires? Lutheran Disaster Relief is one way we
can help with on-going assistance for rebuilding,
resettling, temporary housing, and emotional
support for all those impacted by these disasters.
Please be as generous as you are able to provide the
assistance needed and provided through Lutheran
Disaster Relief. Thank You!
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STEWARDSHIP
10 REASONS FOR PLEDGING
I like the word “pledge.” Perhaps you prefer something like
“commitment” or “promise” or agreement” or “stated intention.”
Whatever the word, I think it’s important to write down the weekly
offering I plan to give next year and sign my name to it because …
1. I love the Lord and this is one way I can genuinely show it.
2. I can trust God to give me everything I need and enough for giving
away o other people.
3. I want to indicate my willingness adequately to support the ministry Christ expects of his
followers.
4. To pray, “Thy kingdom come,” and not help provide the means is not exactly being honest
with God.
5. My church cannot plan wisely without knowing its expected income.
6. I k now that I will carry out my intention more faithfully if I make a definite decision.
7. My support is needed if my church is to reach its goal of Christian service.
8. The services and ministry of my church and its staff are always available to me, and to my
family and to the people of my community.
9. I will be helping children and youth find a better life and wholesome relationships in the
church.
10. This world is in desperate need of the message which the church of Christ proclaims. I
want to help the church make that proclamation.
Good reasons for me to state my giving plan in black and white, and to back it up with my
signature. How about you?

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM
Sharing God’s love in our community
IDEAS WELCOME
The Neighborhood Task Team would welcome any ideas that you may
have of ways that we can connect with and serve our neighbors. Please
join us for any of our events. You do not have to be a member of the Task
Team to volunteer at an event. Come and get to know our neighbors!
Contact Mary Gotwald or Nancy Fricke.
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM
Sharing God’s love in our community
The bright red box out front is a distribution for personal care
items for our neighbors. When you are out shopping please
remember to purchase a few items to share with our neighbors.
Helpful items include: shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste and
brushes, toilet paper, tissues, soap, dish detergent, laundry
detergent, Band-Aids, etc.
As soon as the box is filled, it is soon emptied. It seems that our
neighbors depend on this assistance from us. Thank you for being a part of sharing with
our neighbors.

COLLECTION OF CLOTHING AND
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS SUSPENDED
Due to Covid 19 the Neighborhood Task Team
will not be distributing coats, sweaters, hats,
gloves, towels, etc. at our “Mega Event” this year.
Please do not bring any more of these items
to the church at this time. We thank all of
you who have been so generous with your gifts for
our neighbors in need and we hope to begin
collecting again in 2021 for an event next year.
Beginning in October we will be hanging cold weather items that we have
already received on the fence along Washington St. We plan to take towels
and blankets to the Laundromat on the day we hand out quarters and
detergent.

Newsflash—Were back!
Laundry Event
October 10th 11 a.m.—3 p.m.
Scottee Coin Wash
647 S. 2nd Street
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SpiriTrust Lutheran
SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary voted to postpone their 2020
Membership Drive due to Covid-19. However, if you wish to make a
contribution to the programs the auxiliary supports at Luther Ridge for 2020
please feel free to give your donation by sending it to Marjorie Dale,
Auxiliary President, 235 Woodvale Drive, Chambersburg, PA 17201 or Mary
Jane Lindsey, Auxiliary Treasurer, 273 Cherry Lane Dr., Chambersburg, PA
17202. Any questions please call Marjorie at 717-860-7544.

Discount Card Fundraiser is Back!
The SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg
Auxiliary will again be selling discount cards
beginning sometime in March. Each card
will feature discounts from local merchants.
To receive the discount shown on the card,
simply present the card when making your
purchase. The cost of each card is $5.00. To
purchase cards, please contact Tudy Gates
or Mary Beth McGraw-Warne.

Announcements
Kathleen Getaz
Princeton Theological Seminary
SBN 054 P.O. Box 5204
Princeton, NJ 08543

NEW MEMBERS First Lutheran
will be receiving new members in
November. If you are considering
membership, please contact Pastor
Nicholson at flcpastor@outlook.com or
717-264-2015.
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Thank You
We would like to thank the congregation of First Lutheran for your support of our
participation in the SCCAP “Race Against Poverty.” SCCAP (South Central Community Action
Programs) runs several anti-poverty programs in our local community. Their programs include
WIC (Women Infants Children), food assistance through the Gleaning project, counseling,
weatherization of homes, early learning resources, homeless shelter, and support circles. We
received $147 in donations from members. THANK YOU.
Learn more about SCCAP at their website. You can contribute directly to this organization.
Maybe until next year you would like to join the walk/run and hopefully we could all walk
together by then.
Overview—https://www.sccap.org/aboutsccap
Donate — https://www.sccap.org/donation
Tim & Mary Gotwald and Joyce Ray

Thank you SO much for being part of
the God's Work. Our Hands. project this year and
helping bless the staff of Luther Ridge retirement
community in Chambersburg, PA.
We were able to bless 133 staff members with
a 'Bag of Blessings' including Lifesaver candy, Lindt
truffles, a water bottle, hand sanitizer, tissues, a
prayer reminder and $20 in Butcher Bucks! That's
over $2600 that was raised, plus the physical items
that we included! We also received a generous
donation from the Lindt Factory Outlet in Carlisle
of 1600 truffles and a discount from The Butcher
Shoppe for purchasing so many bucks.
Thanks again for being part of this project and
serving our community through blessing!

God’s Work. Our Hands.
To the members of First Lutheran
Church,
Thank you so much for the blessing
bags. We really appreciate your
kindness and generosity. Everyone
loved the Butcher Bucks, handmade
card, hand sanitizer, water, tissues,
prayer square and Lindt chocolates.
You truly brightened everyone’s day
and gave us the boost we needed. It
felt like Christmas! It really made
a difference.
Love,
The Team Members of Luther Ridge

Shelly Davies
To All Concerned at 1st. Lutheran:
Sincerest thanks to all of you for my get well wishes in
cards, telephone calls and visits from Pastor Nicholson.
I’m fully recuperated and feeling fine again. I sincerely
appreciate all my church friends & family.
Many, Many, thanks,
Dalton E. Paul

A big thank you to everyone who
donated school supplies for the
school kits!
Jean Reed
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HELPING HANDS
Council
President: Tom Kriner
Vice President: Tim Gotwald
Secretary: Gertrude Kampmeyer
Pastor: Jane Nicholson
Barb Evans
Dorothy Hammer
Robert Hammer
Warren Heintzelman
Mary Beth McGraw-Warne
Joyce Ray
Tedd Sloan
Treasurer: Sally Herritt
Financial Secretary: Carol McCoy

November
Newsletter
Deadline is
October 15
TRANSPORTATION

Alyssa Ross

10/1

Robert Hammer

10/23

Adam Pittman

10/3

Ruth Ann Brown

10/24

Donna Ross

10/6

Maura Wilson

10/24

Issac Buselli

10/8

Charles Yaukey

10/25

Paul Holbrook

10/8

Stephen Umbrell

10/26

Troy Hurst

10/9

Adam Grove

10/28

Emery Coy

10/11 Elliot Coy

10/29

John Sekel

10/16 Richard Ray

10/30

Laura Burkholder

10/17 Tracy Ross

10/30

Need a Ride?
Our church provides transportation to
church on Sundays! We don’t want to
miss anyone who would like to join
us! Please call if you need a ride.
Church office: 717-264-2015

PRAYER CHAIN
May we include you in our
prayers? Do you have a prayer
need that we can help you with?
If so, please call our prayer–
chain group leader:
Marcia Hunt @
717-263-0781
Names are kept on the prayer
chain for 1 month. After that
month, please contact the office
again if you would like to have a
name on for another month.

HOSPITALIZATION

If someone you know from our church
is hospitalized please
contact Pastor Nicholson
to let her know by calling
717-264-2015 ext.4 or email
flcpastor@outlook.com. If this is an
emergency—feel free to
contact Pastor Nicholson at home
717-753-3940.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

CHURCH OFFICE

717-264-2015

Parish Administrator
Director of Music
Pastor

ext. 1
ext. 3
ext. 4

DATED MATERIAL—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY

REFORMATION SUNDAY
October 25, 2020 @ 10:45 a.m.
Join us as we honor
Our God
Our Lutheran Heritage

And Our Belief
that
We are Saved by Grace through Faith,
not by Our Own Doing,
but through the Incredible Love of God.
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