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To All God’s People at First Lutheran & Beyond,
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! I am
Theo Camara, your new Director of Faith Formation & Technology. In this
month of being thankful, I hope to introduce myself through this letter while also
sharing some of the many things I am personally thankful for in my life.

To begin, I am thankful for my family. My wife and I live in Mont Alto with our
dog, Sunny. My wife works as the Director of Youth, Young Adults, and Discipleship at Central Presbyterian
Church in the center of Chambersburg. I am also incredibly thankful to say that we are expecting our first child
in December.
I am grateful for my past. I grew up in Bridgeport, Connecticut and lived in CT until I went to Messiah
College in Mechanicsburg. I still go back to CT often to visit my family and friends that are there. I enjoyed
my time at college and graduated this past May (2020) with a degree in Christian Ministry. I plan to continue
my education through a Master of Divinity, and I hope to become a pastor in the ELCA eventually.
I’m thankful for all of the little pleasures that come in life. I love to watch movies and read books. I enjoy
watching baseball when it’s in season. I am a huge fan of the Boston Red Sox! I like to spend time with family
and friends and enjoy their company often.
I am beyond appreciative for coffee! I enjoy all kinds of coffee, and I often try exotic flavors and grounds
when available. If you see me, I will most likely have a coffee in my hand. If I don’t, you can correctly assume
I would like to have a coffee in my hand.
In this time of anticipation, I am thankful and excited for the season of Christmas that is fast approaching. I
love everything about Christmas, and I cannot wait to share my joy and celebrations of the Christmas season
with the people of First Lutheran this December!
Finally, I am grateful for the amazing things that God has done during this pandemic. 2020 has been a
deplorable year. So many have lost their lives due to COVID-19, and our country is filled with disagreement
and violence across the land. But God is still here and is still working His miracles.
In Philippians 4, Paul writes, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be
evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”

It is easy to recognize that there are many things in 2020 that we pray will end. We pray for peace and for
wisdom, and of course for the health of millions to improve. But as Paul writes, when we pray for the things
we are anxious about, we are called to go to God through prayer with THANKSGIVING. During this month
especially, but in every month of the year, let us remember that we can go to God to pray for what we need,
but we are called to be thankful for what we have at the same time, and to be thankful for the positive things
within the circumstances we have been given.
I pray that my time here at First Lutheran will be helpful to others, and that I will be able to do God’s work
here as I am able, with thanksgiving as I do so.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
Theo Camara
Director of Faith Formation &Technology

November Worship
November 1

All Saints Sunday with Holy Communion and remembrance of the
saints. (Remember to change your clocks!)

November 8

Receive New Members

November 15

Holy Communion followed by the Congregation meeting

November 22

Christ the King Sunday - Thank Offering Sunday for Women of the
ELCA

November 25

On-line Thanksgiving devotion to be posted during this week.

November 29

First Sunday of Advent

All Saints Sunday, November 1, 2020
If you have a loved one who has entered the church triumphant between
November 1, 2019 and October 31, 2020 whom you would like to have
remembered by name on All Saints Sunday, please contact the church office
and include the spelling of the name, and date of death if available.
felccoffice@gmail.com

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

New Members, November 8, 2020

First Lutheran will be having a
congregational meeting on Sunday,
November 15 following the 10:45 worship
service. The purpose of this meeting will be
to elect council members to serve a three
year term beginning January 1, 2021.

First Lutheran Church will be receiving new members
at worship on Sunday, November 8. If the Lord has
placed being a member of this congregation on your
heart, please talk with Pastor Nicholson.

COUNCIL NOMINATIONS
First Lutheran Church is in need of persons who are willing and able to serve on the
Congregation Council for the years 2021 through 2023.
Please pray about serving in this leadership capacity.
If you are feeling called to serve on our governing body,
please speak with Gertrude Kampmeyer (717-264-0760),
Tom Kriner (717-264-2015), or Tim Gotwald (717-264-4759).
Please encourage others who have gifts needed for this to apply as well.
2

Thanksgiving, November 26, 2020
Fall leaves…
Cooler temperatures…
Turkeys Roasting…
A time to thank God for the many blessing we have
received from our Lord.
Join us on facebook or at www.FELCC.org for our Thanksgiving Devotion to be posted during
the Week of Thanksgiving.

Advent, November 29, 2020
Advent begins this year on Sunday, November 29. “Open the
door” to the season with your own Advent Calendar. We
will be placing them in Memorial Hall shortly before the start
of advent.
The Advent Wreath will be lit at worship each Sunday
leading up to Christmas. If you do not have a wreath – feel
free to take 4 candles – dinner candles, votive candles,
electric candles, whatever you have and place them in a
circle, lighting one each week. In our congregation we
traditionally use blue candles as that is the color of hope.
Advent Bible Study via Zoom will take place on Monday,
November 30, December 7, 14, and 21 at 1:00 p.m. Please let Pastor know that you would
like to be part of this study and she will give you a book and send out all other information. If
you are not interested in the zoom format, you may pick up a book for independent study.
LARC Advent Dinner has been cancelled for this year because of Covid 19. More
information will be coming regarding the gifts for the children of inmates at the county jail.

Christmas Worship The Worship and Music Committee is exploring some creative ideas
and scheduling for Christmas Worship, to keep us as safe as possible. One of the things we
are considering is to have worship for families with elementary age children and younger on
December 23 in the early evening. This would give us time for cleaning before our more
traditional worship on Christmas Eve. If you are interested in attending the Family Service
or have attended in the past, we would appreciate hearing your opinion on this idea in early
November. You may pass your thoughts along to Pastor Nicholson, Theo or Freda.
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
October Church Council Highlights:


Social Mission: will donate $1,000 to First Start Partnerships.



Nomination Committee – Please contact Tim Gotwald, Tom Kriner
or Gertrude Kampmeyer if you know of anyone interested in being a
member of the church council.



Property—Approved E.E. Mills to continue work on two windows. Approved to have custodian stay
all day on election day. Approved to have (6) new cameras on outside of church at a cost of $4,800.00.
Sidewalks on Water street and drainage pipes are on hold and need finished . All sidewalks around the
church are finished. Have to repair broken panels. Approved for Brown Bag to use fellowship hall two
days a month. Approval to add doorbell/buzzer to (3) locations at a cost of $3,500.



Synod Updates: Bishops office sent a letter requesting that 20% capacity be followed for
worship. Which would be (60) people for our congregation. We are at about (50) people,
which is getting close to capacity number. Rob Blezard has resigned from Bishops office.
They have hired an assistant to the bishop which is Marsha Roscoe. It was suggested
that we invite the bishop to visit in the spring.



Treasurer Report: PPP loan notice was received from bank that we have been granted
full forgiveness of our loan.



Welcome -Theo Camara to our church as Director of Faith Formation & Technology.

TECH INFORMATION
Tech Help
Do you want to join a Zoom Bible study but don’t
know how? Do you want to watch a service online
but need some help figuring that out? Look no
further! As par t of his technology r ole at
FELCC, Theo will be holding “Tech Help” open
office hours every week! Stop by his office
between 12-2:00 any Wednesday if you would like
help with your technology. (Other times available
by appointment.) If you have technology that you cannot carry with you, you are welcome to
bring your questions to Theo or discuss possible solutions with him.
Theo’s email is: Theo.FELCC@gmail.com
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TECH INFORMATION
Virtual Attendance for Congregational Meeting
The congregational meeting to be held on November 15th WILL
HAVE a virtual option for those uncomfor table attending inperson who would like to have an input in this meeting. There will
be a way for you to speak and listen to the meeting (through a secure
& private Zoom meeting), and there will also be a secure way for
you to place your vote remotely. You must pre-register to attend
the meeting virtually. Please contact Theo through email if you would like to register to attend this
meeting virtually. Make your subject line: “Congregational Meeting” when you email Theo. The
deadline to register for this meeting is November 9th at Midnight.
Theo’s email is: Theo.FELCC@gmail.com

WELCA
Quilters are back working on
Wednesdays from 9-11:30.
We are looking for new or
used plain twin sheets for the
backing of quilts. Please call
Jean Reed if you are able to
contribute these.

Ladies fellowship breakfast will be on
Wednesday, November 18 at 8:30 a.m.,
restaurant will be announced later.
All ladies are welcome!

The Service Project of providing food items for the Backpack program
continues, and the items are still being distributed to school children who
may not have adequate nutrition at home.
For November, suggested items are: Canned Fruit, Fruit Cups in light
syrup, Dried fruit, Raisins, Plums, Cranberries, and Applesauce. All
items should be in individual-sized containers. Thank you for your ongoing support.

WOMEN OF THE ELCA Thankoffering will be observed again this year, on Sunday,
November 22, but in a different format. We will not have a special speaker, and will not
distribute special offering envelopes. However, members are encouraged to respond to the spirit
of the Thankoffering, and to contribute to its programs and projects as in the past. Place your
check made out to Women of the ELCA in the offering plate or mail to Women of the ELCA
treasurer Bonnie McKendrick. Please also contribute regularly to the organization, even
though we are not meeting in person.
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STEWARDSHIP
SCCAP GRATITUDE REPORT
(South Central Community Action Program)
First Lutheran has supported SCCAP in several ways this past
year, and here are some statistics on how many families and
individuals have been assisted through their programs:
* 96 individuals improved their physical health and well-being.
* 186 households moved from homelessness to safe and
affordable housing.
* 66 individuals improved their leadership skills and social
networks.
* 727,794 pounds of food was donated or harvested to be distributed to local families.
The Board of Directors of SCCAP is grateful for the generosity of volunteers, donors
and the dedication of staff and partners. Thank You!
STEWARDSHIP PRAYER

LORD, The spirit and the skills of your kingdom life must be
taught: teach us also to give with a blithe and merry heart,
responding to your love gifts to us with joyful abandon.
LORD, Set freshly before our eyes the compelling patterns of
your giving. Let the energy flowing full from those crossconnected models empower our benevolence.
LORD, Save us from following our natural bent - born selfish as we are, who
must be Spirit-trained to share. Change and shape us into your image.
LORD, Teach us to give. Amen

Thank you to those of you have returned an anticipated
giving card for the year 2021. If you have not yet
returned this card, there is still time. Feel free to mail
yours into the church office. Giving back to God is our
way of thanking the Lord in this season of giving and
throughout the year.
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM
Sharing God’s love in our community
IDEAS WELCOME
The Neighborhood Task Team would welcome any ideas that you may
have of ways that we can connect with and serve our neighbors. Please
join us for any of our events. You do not have to be a member of the Task
Team to volunteer at an event. Come and get to know our neighbors!

The bright red box out front is a distribution for personal care items
for our neighbors. When you are out shopping please remember to
purchase a few items to share with our neighbors.
Helpful items include: shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste and brushes,
toilet paper, tissues, soap, dish detergent, laundry detergent, BandAids, etc.
As soon as the box is filled, it is soon emptied. It seems that our
neighbors depend on this assistance from us. Thank you for being a
part of sharing with our neighbors.

A Report from the Neighbor Task Team October 13, 2020
Thanks to the congregation for supporting the NTT outreaches. The
quarters have kept coming in and the towels, bedding, clothing and shoes
donated have been abundant. On Saturday, October 10 the team held the
first laundry event since the fire at Nana’s Wash House (July 2019)
halted our events and then the pandemic arrived.
The neighbors we met at the Scottee Coin Wash seemed appreciative of
the quarters, detergent pods, dryer sheets and giveaways which included towels, bedding, Tshirts, snacks and water bottles. We also handed out flyers with information about our
October 17th giveaway of donated clothing. The team plans to hang jackets, scarves, etc. on
the fence. Sweaters and long sleeve shirts in plastic bags will also be offered. The hours are
10am-1pm.
Thanks to the event volunteers for being there to share God’s love with our neighbors. These
events involve many people-contributors, organizers, event volunteers and those who pray for
the team and for our neighbors. Come join us. We can always use more help and ideas. With
appreciation to each one-what a giving, caring, supportive people of God you are.
Quarter collection is resuming. You may drop them off at the church office or place them in
the detergent tub or basket at the entrance/exits to the sanctuary.
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM
Christmas Project 2020
It is hard to believe that Advent and Christmas are right around the
corner! Our project at First this Xmas is to support the children in our
community with their remote learning. Many do not have wifi nor
computers so the Y has a program to assist them in learning remotely.
They have a program at the Y and Grand Point church that also
provides breakfast and lunch. The students are provided a safe place to
do their learning outside of school when they cannot in their homes.
These students need our financial assistance. The expense to support
one child is approximately $100 per week. That takes into account staffing, supplies, space,
and transportation. These are difficult times and our youngsters need our support! First will
place envelopes in the December Newsletter, they also will be placed in Memorial Hall. Please
donate as generously as you can! If you wish , write a check to YMCA , with remote learning in
by line. God’s Blessings! Thank you!

SpiriTrust Lutheran
Discount Card Fundraiser is Back!
The SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary will again be selling discount cards
beginning sometime in March. Each card will feature discounts from local merchants.
To receive the discount shown on the card, simply present the card when making your
purchase. The cost of each card is $5.00. To purchase cards, please contact Tudy Gates
or Mary Beth McGraw-Warne.
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Thank You
Pastor Nicholson and First Lutheran
Congregation,

Dear First Lutheran,
Thank you for your very generous gift
of blessing bags to all of our team
members at SpiriTrust Lutheran the
Village at Luther Ridge. Your kindness
and thoughtfulness is truly a reflection
of God. Blessings to all who have
touched our team with such generosity.

Thank you very much for recognizing
my 35th anniversary of my
Ordination on October 4, and for the
lovely Reformation clock!
God Bless you!
Pastor Warren Heinzelman

Pam Seibert

Dear Christian friends:
I wanted to thank you for the gift bag, which was unexpected, thoughtful, and much
appreciated. When I received my gift bag, it was a blessing and I thought about Jesus was
always giving and making a difference. Keep the faith, and may God bless each and
everyone of you! I know God has blessed me!
Thank you,
Paul, Security Guard—SpiriTrust Lutheran
To the Lutheran Churches involved in the
special gift bag, that I received. Your
generous gif t and thoughtfulness are truly
appreciated. I really enjoy working with my
residents at Luther Ridge Skilled Center.
God Bless!
Love,
Mindy Clever 2nd shift CNA

Thank so much! God Bless!
Chris Dubbs
Thank you so much for the generous gifts. Especially the butcher
bucks?? Being appreciated is a
great feeling!
Lynette Carbaugh
RN Clinical Mgr.

Thank you for your generous gift. Really
appreciated it!
Doug, LPN

A huge thank you for everything!
We appreciate it so much and I
know everyone else will!
MacKenzee Burkett CNA

Thank you so much for the very special
gifts! It is invaluable to feel appreciated!
Shanna , LPN

Appreciation is a great feeling.
Thank you so much!!
Amber Clark, LPN

Thank you for your gift & prayers. Very
Grateful!
Terry Shivers

Thank so much! God Bless!
Chris Dubbs
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Thank You

The blessing bags were so thoughtful!! Thank you
for your kindness, generosity and encouragement
to our healthcare staff during this difficult time!
Lauren Deet, RN, NHA

HELPING HANDS

PRAYER CHAIN

HOSPITALIZATION

May we include you in our
prayers? Do you have a prayer
need that we can help you
with? If so, please call our
prayer–chain group leader:
Marcia Hunt @ 717-263-0781
Names are kept on the prayer
chain for 1 month. After that
month, please contact the
office again if you would like
to have a name on for another
month.

If someone you know from our
church
is hospitalized please
contact Pastor Nicholson
to let her know by calling
717-264-2015 ext.4 or email
flcpastor@outlook.com. If this is an
emergency—feel free to
contact Pastor Nicholson at home
717-753-3940.
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HELPING HANDS
Council
President: Tom Kriner
Vice President: Tim Gotwald
Secretary: Gertrude Kampmeyer
Pastor: Jane Nicholson
Barb Evans
Dorothy Hammer
Robert Hammer
Warren Heintzelman
Mary Beth McGraw-Warne
Joyce Ray
Tedd Sloan
Treasurer: Sally Herritt
Financial Secretary: Carol McCoy

December
Newsletter
Deadline is
November 15

TRANSPORTATION

Need a Ride?
Our church provides
transportation to
church on Sundays! We don’t
want to miss anyone who would
like to join us! Please call if you
need a ride.
Church office: 717-264-2015

Rebecca Hoover

11/1

Peggy Stout

11/14

Nancy Lawyer

11/1

Darlene Hurst

11/15

Allison Beaudry

11/4

Crystal McKenrick

11/17

Debra Fleegal

11/4

Dorothy Hammer

11/20

Patti Nitterhouse

11/4

Nicki Johnson

11/21

Bill Coy

11/5

Gary Kennedy

11/21

Joan Thorpe

11/5

Aloma Dawkins

11/22

Sharan Carbaugh

11/6

Scott Drake

11/23

Jeff Dorand

11/8

Barbara Evans

11/23

Mary Julia Gotwald 11/9

Andrew Hefner

11/25

Ann Hurst

11/9

Bob Lawyer

11/25

Bryce Webber

11/12

Debra UmbrellTressler

11/29

Mary Wingert

11/12
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

CHURCH OFFICE

717-264-2015

Parish Administrator

ext. 1

Director of Faith Formation &
ext. 2
Technology
Director of Music

ext. 3

Pastor

ext. 4

DATED MATERIAL—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY

All Saints Sunday Worship
November 1, 2020 at 10:45
We will be remembering the
saints who have blessed us in
our daily living and in the past
year have entered the church
triumphant. Join us for this
special day either at
www.FELCC.org, facebook (we may have facebook live by then)
or in person.

Remember to change your clocks on
November 1 as well. FALL BACK
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