FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

First News First
Volume 53, Issue 11

December 2020

Advent is a time of vigilance and waiting patiently. It is a time to prepare our hearts
in preparation for Christmas. God’s people had spent centuries longing and waiting
for the day of salvation, for the Messiah to come. This same waiting is reflected in this
season of Advent.
This entire year has been a year of vigilance and waiting. It has been a year of concern
regarding the pandemic. A year of praying for a vaccine. And yet, here we find
ourselves approaching Christmas with Covid numbers higher than ever.

It is disheartening to share the news that we will only be having online worship
available for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day with our congregation of First
Lutheran. This decision was made at the November council meeting, so that in
Advent terms – we would have time to PREPARE our hearts as well as our worship
service as we remember that “Emmanuel” means God with us. So no matter if we are
worshipping at home by ourselves, with our immediate family, or with one or two
friends, God comes to us at Christmas.
I invite you to prepare your hearts for this season through








in person or online worship on the four Sundays of Advent
weekly advent devotions both with LARC on First Lutheran’s facebook page &
website and also devotions that Leslie Gotwald has created.
www.willowingwell.com/do-not-be-afraid
online zoom Advent Bible Study on Monday afternoons led by Pastor Nicholson
giving of donations for virtual learning for our community children
collecting and giving coats to our neighbors on Christmas Eve
participating in the pre-recording of Christmas Worship
delivering poinsettias to our homebound members.

More information related to all of these opportunities is in our newsletter.
However you prepare, may God and the gift of his coming, be central to your season.
Pastor Jane Nicholson

ADVENT
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Advent begins on Sunday, November 29. “Open the door” to the season with your own Advent
Calendar. Pick yours up in Memorial Hall.
The Advent Wreath will be lit at worship each Sunday leading up to Christmas. Join us, as
remotely, different families will lead our liturgy for the wreath lighting. If you
do not have a wreath – feel free to take 4 candles – dinner candles, votive
candles, electric candles, whatever you have and place them in a circle, lighting
one each week. In our congregation we traditionally use blue candles as that is
the color of hope.
Advent Bible Study via Zoom will take place on Monday, November 30, December 7, 14, and
21 at 1:00 p.m. The Zoom id is 853 1369 6275 and password is 191292. Please pick up your
study booklet in Memorial Hall. If you are not interested in the zoom format, you may pick up
a book for independent study.
Advent Devotions from our LARC Partners (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic) will be
posted weekly on our website as well as on facebook. Join us each week to hear Advent words
of hope (Trinity Lutheran), expectation and promise (Trinity Episcopal), preparation (Corpus
Christi), and promise fulfilled (First). Leslie Gotwald has also created some weekly advent
devotions that you are able to find online at: www.willowingwell.com/do-not-be-afraid
Gift Collection for Prison Ministry We have received word that the jail
ministry will NOT be collecting gifts for the children this year. Although the
volunteer opportunities are on hold at the jail, the work of the Chaplain
continues daily. Checks may be sent to: Franklin County Jail Ministry; c/o
Ramona Torres; P.O. Box 102 Scotland, PA, 17254
First Lutheran’s Christmas Project this year is to support the children in our community
who are learning remotely. The YMCA has a program to assist those without wifi in their
learning endeavors. They are also serving breakfast and lunch to the children. The expense to
support one child is approximately $100 per week. Look for contribution envelopes in the
December newsletter and Memorial Hall beginning November 29.

Poinsettia Delivery This year, we are hoping some people would be
willing to deliver poinsettias on behalf of our congregation to our
homebound members. Please be in touch with Mary or Tim Gotwald if you
would be willing to brighten people’s spirits with a flower delivery the
weekend of December 19, 20, 21. We request that you give the flowers to
the people at their door and do not enter into their living space. The church will
provide the poinsettias.
Poinsettias for Worship Without in person Christmas Eve or Day
worship this year, we will be ordering poinsettias earlier so they will be in
the worship space for December 13 and 20. You would be welcome to take
them home with you following worship on December 20. Maybe place
them next to your device you will use to worship on Christmas?
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Christmas Coats Without Christmas worship in person this year, the
Neighborhood Task Team (NTT) thought it would be wonderful to share the spirit
of Christmas through the gift of coats with our neighbors. We will be collecting
coats for children and adults alike. Please bring winter coats to the church
between now and December 23. These items will be placed on the fence on
December 24. What a wonderful Christmas gift of warmth for those who are in
need of them. Contact Mary Gotwald if you would like to help either on December 24 or
sorting them prior to that. Thanks in advance for your contributions.

Getting Ready for Christmas Eve and Day Worship …. This Christmas we will be
worshiping online. We are working to make this a very meaningful experience for those who
worship in their homes or with family. In order to do this, we need your help. Being with
people is an important part of worship and we are working to find ways for
you to be included – even if you do not have online access.
 We would like for you to deliver a photograph of you or/and your family
with a nativity scene. Photos may be sent to Theo.felcc@gmail.com or
dropped off in the church office by December 14. In memo line of email
write “Nativity Photo”
 Would you be willing to record a verse of “Silent Night” with your family
while lighting candles? Talk with Freda. felccmusic@gmail.com
 Would you be willing to record “O Come All Ye Faithful” with
you or your family? We will join all of the recordings together, so
your voices will be blended with others. Talk with Freda for
details. felccmusic@gmail.com
 Would you be willing to read scripture or prayers and have that
recorded for worship? Let Pastor Nicholson be aware of this.
flcpastor@outlook.com
With everyone’s help, this will be an incredibly meaningful worship service. Please
remember – worship is our gift of thanksgiving to God on Christmas. Join us in the
celebration.

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
November Council Meeting Highlights


Property Committee—Bob Hammer and Jeff Dorand are co-chairing.



Nana's Laundry Mat - is for sale. At this time First Lutheran is not interested.



Technology– Live streaming is up and running well. Sound has been the biggest
complaint and has been adjusted.



Christmas Worship will be online.

Congregation Council - Congratulations to those who were elected to our congregation
council on November 15. Jeffrey Dorand, Timothy Gotwald, Gerald Wilson, and Rosemarie
Wilson will be serving on council for the term beginning January 1, 2021 and ending
December 31, 2023. Our gratitude is extended to Bob Hammer, Dot Hammer, and Gertrude
Kampmeyer for their service throughout the last three years.
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Christmas Eve Worship
Our traditional Christmas Eve worship and our worship for
families with young children will be posted on Facebook and
our church website (www.FELCC.org) on December 24 at
1:00 p.m. We would invite you to consider watching them at
the traditional times that we have held worship in past years.
The family worship is at 5:30 and the traditional worship is
at 7:00. If other times are more convenient for your schedule,
you may watch when it is best for you.

Christmas Day Worship
Join us on Christmas morning for worship on
facebook or on our website www.felcc.org .
The traditional time of worship is 9:30 a.m.
The service will be posted prior to that.

Christmas Eve Zoom
Gathering
Part of attending worship is greeting
everyone prior to the service. So we
will be having a Zoom gathering prior
to worship to say hello to everyone on
Christmas Eve. This zoom gathering
will be held from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Pop in as you are able. Go to
www.zoom.us . Then click on “join a
meeting.” Type in this id number:
867 0905 2421 . Type in this
password: Christmas . (I wonder
what I should wear? – pjs or tuxedo
and evening gown? - Whatever you
choose is fine! ) See you then!
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TECH INFORMATION
Tech Help
Do you want to join a Zoom Bible study but don’t know how? Do you want
to watch a service online but need some help figuring that out? Do you
want to participate in Advent & Christmas activities online at First
Lutheran? Look no further! As part of his technology role at FELCC, Theo
will be holding “Tech Help” open office hours every week! Stop by his office
from 12-2:00 any Wednesday if you would like help with your technology.
(Other times available by appointment.) If you have technology that you
cannot carry with you, you are welcome to bring your questions to Theo or
discuss possible solutions with him. Theo’s email is: Theo.FELCC@gmail.com
Are you watching our service from home because you are
unable to join us in-person at this time? Rather than wait
for the video on Youtube later on Sunday, you are invited
to watch our service LIVE on Facebook! If you have
trouble watching or finding our site, please contact Theo with any questions and concerns
you have.

WELCA
We will NOT be having our
annual Ladies Christmas
Luncheon this December. It
is always a great way to have
fellowship with the ladies of
First Lutheran but for the safety of everyone
we hope to have a special luncheon next
year.

Quilters are working on
Wednesdays from 9-11:30.
We are looking for new or
used plain twin sheets for
the backing of quilts. Please call Jean
Reed if you are able to contribute these.

The suggested food items for the Backpack program for the month of
December are: Fat-free, Sugar-free pudding cups, and 100% Juice boxes.
Any individual-sized food items are appreciated, and may be brought to the
church office. Even though in-person school is off-and-on, the need is still
there to help children with meals at home. Thank you for your generous
support of this program.
Even though we are not able to meet in person for the foreseeable
future, the group has obligations to support various programs.
Members are asked to continue supporting these programs
through periodic offerings until we can meet together. Also,
Thankofferings are still being collected, and these checks should be made out to “Women
of the ELCA,” and placed in the offering plate or mailed to treasurer Bonnie McKenrick.
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STEWARDSHIP
LOVE IN ACTION
Lutheran World Relief celebrates 75 years of service this year.
Compelled by their faith, Lutherans across the United States came together to
form a new coalition to respond to their siblings across the ocean after the end
of World War II– the first step in creating Lutheran World Relief. For the
past 75 years, LWR and you have responded to God’s call to be the body of
Christ in the world. You have carried God’s loving presence into refugee camps, droughts,
conflict zones and systemic poverty. You have extended God’s mercy through the warmth of
nearly 27 million mission quilts, millions of pounds of food and countless miles of irrigation
systems, saving lives and restoring hope and a future.
As Paul wrote to the church in Galatia, “Let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we
will reap at harvest time if we do not give up.” (Galatians 6:9).
Thank you for your continuing support.

SPECIAL OFFERING FOR DECEMBER
Lutheran World Hunger is the designation for the special
offering during the month of December. During these months of
the pandemic cases increases, the need for food and prepared
meals has increased also. Lutheran World Hunger is in the
forefront of supplying these needs to local food banks, soup
kitchens and other programs. Please be as generous as you are
able to keep these needs met.
Dear First Lutheran Members:
As a member of the Stewardship Committee and Council
member, I wish to thank you for your tithing and support of the
mission and ministry of First Lutheran Church! Your sharing
of your time, talents, and treasures to the ongoing ministry of
First Lutheran Church, to our community, nation, and world is
greatly appreciated and needed. Especially during this
challenging year in dealing with the Covid-19 corona virus
pandemic and how it continues to affect our lives and ministry
to the gospel of Jesus Christ, our congregation needs the
support of as many members as possible to continue its mission
and ministry. You may have been informed that there is an
increase of positive corona virus cases in our community and
nation (and world) for this month and the next, and into next
year. The Stewardship Committee asks your continued support
of First Lutheran Church, especially during this challenging
time, and is grateful for your sacrifice to the proclamation of
the gospel of Jesus Christ, and faithful discipleship.
Together in Christ,
Warren Heintzelman, Jr.
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MANY THANKS!
Thank you to those members
who have returned their Commitment cards indicating what
they plan to contribute to First
Lutheran next year. Over 40
cards have been returned, and
a number of members indicated
an intention to increase their
giving in 2021. Again, Thank
You for your stewardship.

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM
Sharing God’s love in our community
IDEAS WELCOME
The Neighborhood Task Team would welcome any ideas that you may
have of ways that we can connect with and serve our neighbors. Please
join us for any of our events. You do not have to be a member of the Task
Team to volunteer at an event. Come and get to know our neighbors!
Contact Mary Gotwald or Nancy Fricke.
The bright red box out front is a distribution for personal care items for our
neighbors. When you are out shopping please remember to purchase a few
items to share with our neighbors.
Helpful items include: shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste and brushes, toilet
paper, tissues, soap, dish detergent, laundry detergent, Band-Aids, etc.

As soon as the box is filled, it is soon emptied. It seems that our neighbors depend on this
assistance from us. Thank you for being a part of sharing with our neighbors.
At our meeting on November 10, the NTT decided to host a Christmas
eve coat give-away for our church neighbors. On October 17, when the
team hung jackets, coats, and hats, scarves and gloves/mittens on the
fence along with sweaters and long sleeved shirts sized and bagged, the
items disappeared within a few hours. With many of our neighbors in
need, we would like to hang coats for men, women and children on the fence in the afternoon
hours of Christmas eve. Several of the team members will apply for grants from Thrivent
financial services for funds to purchase coats. However, we know that you have good coats
that you seldom wear or a family member has outgrown that would help keep our neighbors
warm. Your friends and neighbors could be additional resources for coats. The Task team
will be accepting donations of coats until the 24th of December. Please wash before donating
if possible. You may place your donations in Memorial Hall. If you are unable to drop them
off at the church, please call Mary Gotwald at 717-264-4759 to pick them up.
The Neighborhood Task Team will also again be collecting towels and bedding. Please place
donations in the receptacles in Memorial Hall.
PLEASE HELP SHARE CHRISTMAS WITH OUR MEMBERS
First Lutheran would again like to deliver poinsettias to members who are unable
to attend church services at this time. If you would be willing to drive to several
homes of members of First Lutheran or to a facility to drop off poinsettias and a
Christmas card from the church, please contact Tim or Mary Gotwald at 717-2644759 or sign up on the bulletin board. The Gotwalds will then contact you. You
will be able to choose where/whom you want to deliver to and when you want to pick up the
cards and poinsettias for delivery. Hours for pick up will be Saturday Dec. 19 1-3 pm, Sunday
following the church service and Monday during church office hours 9am-1 pm.
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM
Sharing God’s love in our community

Neighborhood Task Team—Warm Clothing Giveaway
On Saturday, October 17, Apple Fest, First Lutheran’s NTT
placed the donated coats, sweaters, sweatshirts, socks, hats,
scarves, gloves and mittens on the iron fence in front of the
church, since it seemed impossible to safely hold the Mega Event
this year. Lots of people came and selected items. The team
volunteers were able to get the donated items into the hands of
our neighbors who needed them. We couldn’t have done this
without your thoughtful gifts of new and used clothing and coats.
You shared your blessings. God provided a beautiful fall day that encouraged many people
to be out and about. Our only regret is that there were many requests for shoes that we were
unable to accommodate. The men’s shoes that we had on hand were not the right sizes for
people who requested them. The women’s shoes were not yet organized to give out as our
focus had been on the other items. We were able to give away a few pair of children’s boots.
The team felt that the day was a success. The neighbors enjoyed “shopping” and some
shared their stories of how hard times are for them and how they appreciate assistance from
our church. NTT would not be able to hold these events without the support of the
congregation and your friends. The members of this team are dedicated and feel the call to
share God’s love in this way-by sharing necessities and a listening ear. Here is a quote from
the stewardship message of 10/25/20, ”We all have something to share from God’s abundance
-perhaps a smile or kind word is the blessing someone needs.” We, the people of God, are all
together a team using our gifts and energy in different ways that make a difference together.
Thank you, everyone! Join us at an event or as we prepare for an event. Call Mary Gotwald
at 717-264-4759.
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM
Sharing God’s love in our community

SpiriTrust Lutheran
Discount Card Fundraiser is Back!
The SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg
Auxiliary will again be selling discount cards
beginning sometime in March. Each card
will feature discounts from local merchants.
To receive the discount shown on the card,
simply present the card when making your
purchase. The cost of each card is $5.00. To
purchase cards, please contact Tudy Gates
or Mary Beth McGraw-Warne.
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Thank You
Dear First Lutheran Church,
I wanted to let you know how thankful I
am for my church, my pastor, all of you
who keep in touch with me.
God’s Blessings to you all,
Elva Kroeger

New Members
Karen and Marlin Maclay have been
worshiping and serving with our
congregation recently. On November 8
they officially became members of First
Lutheran Church. Karen has retired from
her long-term care position. She enjoys
time with a good book and in nature with
hiking, gardening, and mowing the lawn.
Marlin is semi-retired as a Thrivent
financial planner. He enjoys sports, hiking,
cooking, and reading. They both feel called
to work in service to help the less fortunate.
And they are the proud grandparents of 5 grandchildren. Welcome, Karen and Marlin. We look forward
to working side by side with you in ministry.

Announcements
The Church Office
will be closed
December 24, 25 &
31 as well as
January 1.
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Annual Reports fr om the
committees and staff are due
to the church office by
Monday, January 4, 2021.

HELPING HANDS
Council
President: Tom Kriner
Vice President: Tim Gotwald
Secretary: Gertrude Kampmeyer
Pastor: Jane Nicholson

Barb Evans
Dorothy Hammer
Robert Hammer
Warren Heintzelman
Mary Beth McGraw-Warne
Joyce Ray
Tedd Sloan
Treasurer: Sally Herritt
Financial Secretary: Carol McCoy

January
Newsletter
Deadline is
December 7
TRANSPORTATION

Need a Ride?
Our church provides transportation to
church on Sundays! We don’t want to
miss anyone who would like to join
us! Please call if you need a ride.
Church office: 717-264-2015

Grace Williams

12/2

Danica Beaudry

12/22

David Burkholder

12/6

Cindy Frost

12/22

Freda Dorand

12/7

Dan Rowan

12/22

Kayla Rotz

12/7

Janice Holbrook

12/23

Michael Ross

12/9

Jane Nicholson

12/26

Lisa Shupp

12/9

Andrea Hooper

12/27

Warren
Heintzelman Jr.

12/11 Liz Maffett

12/27

Brett Boock

12/12 John Newcomer

12/28

Beth Yaukey

12/12 Marcia Hunt

12/30

Mildred Kramer

12/15 Emma McCoy

12/31

Connie Wilkins

12/15 Joan Shoop

12/31

Elva Kroeger

12/17 Sullivan Wenger

12/31

Loren Wenger

12/21

PRAYER CHAIN
May we include you in our
prayers? Do you have a prayer
need that we can help you with?
If so, please call our prayer–
chain group leader:
Marcia Hunt @
717-263-0781
Names are kept on the prayer
chain for 1 month. After that
month, please contact the office
again if you would like to have a
name on for another month.

HOSPITALIZATION

If someone you know from our church
is hospitalized please
contact Pastor Nicholson
to let her know by calling
717-264-2015 ext.4 or email
flcpastor@outlook.com. If this is an
emergency—feel free to
contact Pastor Nicholson at home
717-753-3940.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

CHURCH OFFICE

717-264-2015

Parish Administrator

ext. 1

Director of Faith Formation
Director of Music
Pastor

ext. 2
ext. 3
ext. 4

DATED MATERIAL—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY

Christmas Coats
We are collecting new and gently used winter coats
for adults and children at the church through December 23.
These items will be placed on the church fence on Christmas Eve
for persons in our neighborhood to help themselves.

If you would be willing to assist with placing items on the fence
or sorting the gifts in advance, please contact Mary Gotwald.
We may not be able to worship together in person on Christmas,
but thanks to you, we are still able to share God’s love.
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