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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Lent 2021 

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.  The month of February, 
short as it is – has many special days.  Secularly we remember Ground Hog’s Day, Valentine’s 
Day, and President’s Day.  On the liturgical calendar we have Transfiguration Sunday 

(February 14), and Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent (February 17). 

The council voted to resume regular worship with an in-person worship target date of Ash 
Wednesday, February 17 and follow with Sunday services through Lent. This target date of 
February 17 will again be addressed and reevaluated at the February 8th meeting of council. 

With this in mind, it is our hope to have Ash Wednesday worship service online in addition to 
our two in person services.  We will worship in the chapel at 9:30 a.m. with Holy Communion 
(pre-packaged servings in your seat.)  We will hold in-person Worship with music and Holy 
Communion (pre-packaged servings in your seat) in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. The 7:00 p.m. 

service of worship will be livestreamed, as will each Sunday morning worship service.  You 
may watch it at the time of worship on Facebook or following the service on Facebook and our 
website.  

We will be unable to safely give out ashes at these services.  In place of this, small lapel pin 
crosses are available for you to pick up at the church prior to and on Ash Wednesday to wear 
on your clothing that day.  If you would like a cross mailed to your home, please let the church 

office know. 

The Gospel acclamation of our liturgy reminds us that Lent is a season of returning to God, 

who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  Repentance is 
not a frightening appearance before an angry God, but a homecoming to one who longs to save 
us in the midst of our trials and fears.  In our Lenten lessons we hear a word of grace in the 
midst of the fears we face.  In the midst of fears in our nation and fears of coronavirus, God’s 

gift of grace is here for us today as well. 

Our Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic (LARC) midweek Lenten services will be available 

online only.  Our theme this year is “Way of the Cross”  Each of the congregations will be 
recording one of the services and they will be available at 7:00 P.M. each Wednesday from 
February 24 to March 24.  We will post them on our website (www.felcc.org) as well as our 
Facebook page (First Evangelical Lutheran Church). 

We pray that you will find this Lenten season a meaningful one.  

God’s Peace be with you. 

Pastor Nicholson 
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January 2, 2021 Winter Clothing Giveaway  
Although postponed twice because of weather conditions, First Lutheran was able to host an 

outdoor Winter Clothing Giveaway on January 2, 2021. Thanks to all who donated new and 

gently used items to be shared with our neighbors. Contributions were received from the 

congregation of First Lutheran and their friends and contacts, St. Luke Lutheran Church, 

and Trinity Lutheran Church. Fifteen volunteers of the Neighborhood Task Team and some 

grandchildren hung 155 coats on our fence with bagged items of hats, scarves and 

mittens/gloves tucked in between. Additional items offered included long sleeved shirts, 

sweaters, children’s clothing, books and a few pairs of shoes and boots. At the conclusion of 

the event, only a few items remained. All who attended expressed appreciation for the helpful 

items.  

At the next meeting of the Neighborhood Task Team, January 26, 2021, we will decide what 

items we should continue to collect. It is Winter sale season. The team will share the 

information with our congregation. St. Luke Lutheran, as well as Trinity Lutheran, may be 

interested in supporting future outreach projects . 

 

For more photos of the Winter Clothing Giveaway, please check out the following link! 

https://spaces.hightail.com/space/pCZviaAkAo/files  

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our community 
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Worship 

WORSHIP ONLINE   

First Lutheran will continue with online 

worship through February 14.  We plan on 

resuming in-person worship on Ash 

Wednesday! (2/17) We will Livestream our 

service on Facebook and put it on 

FELCC.org following the service. We hope 

you will join us each Sunday on Facebook 

(First Evangelical Lutheran Church) or on our website 

(www.felcc.org)   You may weekly find the announcements and 

prayer list on the website.  While on the homepage, scroll down 

underneath the worship videos and click on “Bulletin”   If you need 

assistance, please contact Theo at theo.felcc@gmail.com  

ALLELUIA PHOTOS 
 

Enclosed with this mailing is the word "Alleluia!".  As you may remember, on 

Transfiguration Sunday we bury the word Alleluia.  At the beginning of our recorded 

worship service on February 14, we would like to show a photo of you and/or your 

family with the word "Alleluia!" 
 

If you would like to color the picture you are welcome to do so.  Please email your 

Alleluia family photo to Theo at Theo.FELCC@gmail.com by Wednesday, 

February 10.  Use the subject line: “Alleluia!” in your email. You are encouraged to 

keep the Alleluia sign and at the close of worship on February 14 "bury" it 

somewhere in your home. (Maybe a shoebox?)  We will resurrect the Alleluia and 

shout it and use it once again in worship on Easter Sunday.   
 

Pastor Nicholson 

LENTEN OFFERING   

The Lenten offering envelope money is being 

donated to NetWork Ministry to help with children 

and youth ministry and learning.  An offering is not 

being collected with LARC this year. 

http://www.felcc.org
mailto:theo.felcc@gmail.com
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                     WELCA 
 

Please remember 

to contribute 

offerings to the 

Women of the 

ELCA until we 

can again meet in person.  

We remind women who have not yet responded with their Thankoffering gift that it is not too 

late to contribute to churchwide WELCA programs and projects as in the past. Mail your 

check made out to “Women of the ELCA” to treasurer Bonnie McKenrick or to 

the church office. Please also contribute regularly to the organization, even 

though we are not meeting in person. The service project of providing food items 

for the Backpack program continues, and the items are still being distributed to 

school children who may not have adequate nutrition at home. 

Back-pack items for school children for 

the month of February suggestions are:  

Spaghetti and meatballs, Ravioli, 

Beefaroni, and Lasagna – all in individual 

size containers.    

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

A PRAYER FOR STEWARDSHIP 

LORD, TEACH US TO GIVE. 

Lord, the spirit and the skills of your kingdom life 

must be taught; teach us also to give with a blithe 

and merry heart, responding to your love gifts to 

us with joyful abandon. 

Lord, set freshly before our eyes the compelling 

patterns of your giving.  Let the energy flowing 

full from those cross-connected models empower 

our benevolence. 

Lord, save us from following our natural bent – 

born selfish as we are, who must be Spirit-trained 

to share.  Change and shape us into your image. 

Lord, teach us to give. Amen. 

Special 

offerings for the 

month of 

February are 

designated for 

Lutheran World 

Hunger.   All 

around us, people are struggling with 

food insufficiency. Food Pantries, 

Meals on Wheels programs, and 

distribution centers are all noting 

great increases in requests for meal 

supplies.  Give as you are able to 

help in this need.  Mark your check 

for “World Hunger”  

Thanks for your generosity.  

STEWARDSHIP 

“Gain all you can, save all you can, give all you can.”    (John Wesley)  
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Thank you for your gift of $1,000.00 for She’s 

Somebody’s Daughter. Looking back over the 

past year has been a time of rewarding 

reflection. Gifts like yours have enabled SSD 

to provide shelter, food, support goals, and 

offer emotional support and a sense of 

community for those in isolation. Thank you 

for making all of this possible! We look 

forward to another year of building 

communities of love and hope that honor 

women in 2021.   

Sincerely,  

Andrea Myers, Executive Director 

To Women of First Lutheran: Gee! How 

I enjoyed delivering Meals on Wheels. I 

started to deliver when they needed 

more help. I delivered until I was 95 

years old and now I am receiving them 

myself. I enjoyed every meal I took to a 

client. Thanks to all of you that deliver.   

In love,  

Jane Armstrong 

Thank You 

Thank you for your donation of $300 

to Family Care Services, Inc. We 

sincerely appreciate your support by 

remembering us in your 

Lenten offerings.   

Andrea S. Adams, 

Representative of Family 

Care Services.  

I am happy for your love and tender care that you have taken to help me as your own 

daughter by paying my school year and providing me with whatever I need. May you be 

blessed for that generous heart and showing me heart by your kindness to me. With God 

everything is possible and it is with His grace we are alive. I pray for you together with your 

family members that the Lord continue to protect you and give you a long lasting life. The 

entire letter is on the bulletin board with her picture.  

Angeline, (The daughter we sponsor through Shalom Ministry) 

It is a pleasure to thank First Lutheran 

for your gift of $2,000.00 to support Lu-

ther Ridge Skilled Care Center. We are 

grateful for your belief in our mission 

and the meaningful action you have 

taken to support the people we serve.   

With gratitude,  

Emily Clarke,  

Vice President of Philanthropy 

 

Your generosity and confidence in our mission allows us to continue to provide food to 

families and seniors who are hungry, shelter for people who have nowhere to call home, 

child care support to working low wage earners, and support that is designed to help 

families work their way out of poverty and be thriving members of our community. In 

addition, we weatherize homes, provide health screenings, work on community solutions, 

and collaborate with community organizations to fix broken systems.   

With heartfelt appreciation,  

Megan Shreve, Chief Executive Officer of SCCAP 
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 Thank you for the gift of $100 that was presented 
at Christmas. Mark and I are very appreciative of 
your thoughtfulness.  
God’s blessings,  
Pastor and Mark Nicholson 

Thank you for your very generous 

donation of $2,500.00. It will go a long 

way to ensure that those who are in 

need of help and who are struggling 

during these difficult times will have 

funds available for necessities.   

Gratefully yours,  

Candice Wagner,  

Emergency Needs Clearinghouse Fund 

Thank You 

Thank you so much for the beautiful 

Christmas card and thoughtful cash 

gift. I truly appreciate all the cards, 

texts, and gifts I‘ve 

received. I can’t wait to 

return to church!  

Many thanks,  

Cheryl 

As 2020 comes to a close, we at Women in Need reflect on the support we have received from 

our community to continue services to our clients even during these challenging times. Your 

gift of $1000.00 contributes to our commitment to help victims of sexual assault and 

domestic violence live a life free of abuse in Franklin and Fulton County. We, and those we 

serve, sincerely appreciate your generosity. Thank you,  

Barbara Channing, Executive Director 

Thank you for all of the generosity from 

the people of First Lutheran Church! 

We have truly appreciated every 

Christmas gift, baby gift, and welcome 

gift that we have been given. Thank 

you for blessing our family! 

-Theo, Victoria, and Ahava Camara 

 Thank you for your recent gift of $1,000.00. Your generosity helps sustain our ministry 

through these challenging times!  Your support helps assure that Lutheran Camping 

Corporation will be ready to fully conduct ministry again in 2021.  We look forward to 

having you join us sometime at Kirchenwald, Nawakwa, and/or the Wittel Farm.  Again, 

thank you for partnering with us in this ministry through your contribution.  

Yours in Christ,   

Michael Youse,  

Executive Director of The Lutheran Camping Corporation of Central PA  
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BACKPACK FEEDING PROGRAM:  The backpack 

program continues to be the service project for the 

Women of the ELCA.  All members of the church are 

invited to contribute.  The items suggested for the 

month of February are: spaghetti and meatballs, 

ravioli, beefaroni, and lasagna.  All items should be in 

individual size servings.  Thank you for supporting 

this project, which provides weekend meals for 

students who may not have adequate meals at home. 

100th BIRTHDAY 

Please take note that Grace Shindle is 

celebrating her 100th birthday on February 

26.  If you would like to send her a card, 

please mail it to: 

Grace Shindle 

Kitty Barnard 

3512 Hidden Forest Drive 

Flower Mound, TX  

75028-8900 

 

Announcements 

STAFF UPDATE 

Congratulations to Theo and Victoria Camara on the birth of 

their new daughter.  Ahava was born on January 1, 2021.   

We are hopeful that Cheryl Christman will be able to return 

to the church office in early February following a two month 

recovery from surgery.  
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CONGREGATION ANNUAL REPORTS are available to 

be picked up from Memorial Hall.  The office is open 

Monday through Thursday from 9 to 12.  You are welcome 

to use your keycard to enter the building. 

Announcements 

YOU ARE NEVER ALONE  by Max Lucado.  

Each of us longs for someone who will meet 

us in the midst of life’s messes.  We want 

believe in a living, loving, miracle-working 

God who won’t think twice about stepping 

into the thorny thickets of our world and 

lifting us up.  In this study of the gospel of 

John, we discover that Jesus is right here 

with us and cares about every aspect of our 

life.  Pastor Nicholson will be leading this 

Bible Study on Thursday nights via Zoom.  

The group will view a video clip and then reflect together.  The study 

will begin on January 28 and run through March 4 from 6:30 to 8:00 

p.m.  If you would like to participate in this group, please contact the 

church office so we are able to order a study guide for you. 

PANDEMIC FATIGUE Are you feeling mentally and emotionally 

exhausted from all the disruptions to life brought on by the pandemic?  

Are you facing isolation, loneliness, anxiety, grief, health issues, 

financial strain or job loss?  Please know you don’t have to face these 

things alone.  If you or someone you care about is experiencing 

difficulties like these, our Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care, 

encourage, and be there to offer support.  A Stephen Minister will meet 

with you privately—by phone or video chat—to focus on you and your 

needs.  It’s free and completely confidential, and it offers real care, 

comfort, and hope.  To learn more, please contact Stephen Ministry 

Leader, Linda Beaver at 717-264-0737 or 

lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org 

mailto:lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org
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HOSPITALIZATION 
 

 

 
If someone you know from our church  

is hospitalized please  

contact Pastor Nicholson  

to let her know by calling  

717-264-2015 ext.4 or email  

flcpastor@outlook.com. If this is an 

emergency—feel free to  

contact Pastor Nicholson at home  

717-753-3940. 

Council 
 

President: Tim Gotwald 

Vice President:  Tom Kriner 

Secretary:  Rose Wilson 

Pastor:  Jane Nicholson 

Deacon: Freda Dorand 

Jeff Dorand 

Barb Evans 

Warren Heintzelman 

Mary Beth McGraw-Warne 

Joyce Ray 

Tedd Sloan 

Gerry Wilson 

Treasurer:  Sally Herritt 

Financial Secretary:  Carol McCoy  

PRAYER CHAIN 

May we include you in our 

prayers? Do you have a prayer 

need that we can help you with? 

If so, please call our prayer–

chain group leader:  

Marcia Hunt @  

717-263-0781 

Names are kept on the prayer 

chain for 1 month. After that 

month, please contact the office 

again if you would like to have a 

name on for another month. 

HELPING HANDS 

March 

Newsletter 

Deadline is 

February 15 

TRANSPORTATION 

Need a Ride? 
Our church provides transportation to 

church on Sundays!  We don’t want to 

miss anyone who would like to join 

us!  Please call if you need a ride.   

Church office:  717-264-2015 
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John Huber  2/5 Alison Perry  2/18 

Alexander Buselli  2/10 Alexis Rankin  2/18 

Melodie Lensbower  2/10 
Mary Beth 

McGraw Warne  
2/19 

Lisa Sekel  2/10 Bob Wildeson  2/22 

Brian Umbrell 2/10 Patricia Dent  2/24 

Diane Boock  2/12 Ernest Fricke  2/26 

Gloria Hammond  2/12 Grace Shindle  2/26 

Amy Stouffer  2/14 Tara Savary  2/27 

Victoria Buselli  2/16   
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Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 CHURCH OFFICE 717-264-2015 

Parish Administrator ext. 1 

Director of Faith Formation ext. 2 

Director of Music ext. 3  

Pastor ext. 4 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

43 W. Washington Street 
Chambersburg, PA  17201 
E-mail:  felccoffice@gmail.com 
Website:  www.felcc.org 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 

@felccyouth 

       Worship is tentatively in person (council to confirm on February 8).  

 

9:30 A.M. in the chapel with Holy Communion  

(individual servings received in your seat) 

 

7:00 P.M. in the sanctuary with Music and Holy Communion  

(individual servings received in your seat) 

Evening Service will be Livestreamed on Facebook. 
 

Ashes will not be dispersed for reasons of safety.   

You may pick up a cross lapel pin at the church either on or prior to  

Ash Wednesday to wear on Ash Wednesday and throughout Lent. 

Ash Wednesday 


