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April – It would be easy to begin this article by jumping into telling you about the 
joy of the Easter celebration.  But we would be missing the build-up to it.  We 
would be missing the importance of the last supper, the trial, and the death of our 
Lord.  The resurrection does not hold nearly the significance if we have not 
walked through the darkness of Holy Week with our Lord. 
 

The Easter Triduum begins with Maundy Thursday. It marks the end of the forty 
days of Lent and the beginning of the three-day celebration of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ - Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 
Triduum means “three days.” During this time we recall and give thanks to God 
that Christ redeemed us through his paschal mystery: in dying he destroyed our death and in rising 
he restored our life. Therefore the Easter Triduum of the passion and resurrection of Christ is the 
culmination of the entire liturgical year. 
 

The Forty Days of Lent are a time of preparation for these great three days. The Triduum leads us to 
an empty tomb and a time of celebrating the Resurrection. Easter Sunday introduces an entire 
liturgical season, the Easter Season, which lasts for Fifty days until Pentecost. 
 

Beginning with the Easter Triduum as its source of light, the Resurrection fills the whole liturgical 
year with its brilliance. Easter is not simply one feast among others, but the "Feast of feasts."  
Eastern Churches call Holy Week "the Great Week." During this holy week, the mystery of the 
Resurrection, in which Christ crushes death, permeates us with its powerful energy. 
 

This week is Holy not only because of what we remember but because of what it can accomplish 
within each one of us as we give our voluntary "Yes" to its invitation.  Time on earth then becomes 
our pilgrimage through and beyond death toward the future Kingdom.  
 

On April 1, Maundy Thursday, we will attend the Last Supper and receive the gift of the Holy 
Eucharist, the body and blood of Christ.   
 

Through the stark and solemn liturgy of the Friday we call "Good", we will stand at the cross where 
heaven is rejoined to earth and earth to heaven. We will enter into the moment that forever changed 
- and still changes - all human history.  It is on Good Friday that we receive from God the gift of 
Christ’s death on our behalf, the gift of God’s love and the cleansing of our sin, and the gift of our 
eternal salvation.   
 

Then we will wait at the tomb and witness the glory of the resurrection and the beginning of the new 
creation on Easter morning. 
 

Let us enter fully into the sacred Triduum liturgies. The Great Three Days of MaundyThursday, 
Good Friday and Easter invite us into the heart of the mystery of faith. 
 

Pastor Jane Nicholson 
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER WORSHIP 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY   April 1 
 

10:45 a.m. in chapel (with Holy Communion)  
  7:00 p.m. in sanctuary (with Holy Communion and music) 

Our 7:00 p.m. worship service will be livestreamed on facebook and our website. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY  April 2 
 

 7:00 p.m. in sanctuary    Tenebrae Service 
Our 7:00 p.m. worship service will be livestreamed on facebook 
and our website. 
 
EASTER SUNDAY  April 4 
 

 9:00 a.m. in chapel (with Holy Communion) 
 10:45 in sanctuary (with Holy Communion) 
Our 10:45 a.m. worship service will be livestreamed on  
facebook and our website. 
 
The church office will be closed on Easter Monday, April 5. 

Returning to our Building 

As more and more people are being vaccinated, more and more people are asking about “in-

person” meetings.  Each group will need to decide what is best for their group.  We continue 

to request that everyone wear a mask, keep 6 foot distance when they are in the church 

building, and try to limit the length of the meetings to 30 or 40 minutes.  Please be mindful 
that as of the writing of this in the middle of March, most persons on the church staff are not 

yet eligible to be vaccinated.  Please be considerate and inclusive of our members and staff 

who have not yet been vaccinated.  We continue to move forward cautiously. 

Sunday School will resume after Easter! The first day back will be Sunday, April 11th  at 

10:00 a.m.   We can’t wait to have you back and learning with us on Sunday mornings! 

Lutheran Camp 

Do you love camping and adventure? Do you want to build and renew your faith? 

Consider attending a Lutheran Summer Camp! First Lutheran is prepared to offer up 
to $300 in scholarships for anyone who wishes to attend a Lutheran camp this 
summer. The two local camps are “Kirchenwald” and “Nawakwa.” A brochure for 

these camps and the programs they offer can be found outside the office. Check out 
“LutheranCamping.org” for more information or contact Theo. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our community 
2021 BACK TO  SCHOOL EVENT FOR NEIGHBORHOOD CHILDREN 

In anticipation of a return to in-person classes for the fall 2021 year we are planning for our 

fourth annual Back to School Special for elementary school children in our community.  We 

can’t set a date for the event until we know when local schools will begin fall classes, but it is 

not too early to shop for bargains in children’s underwear, socks, and school supplies.  This 

year we are adding children’s tee shirts and plain sweatpants.   

We will also be collecting children’s books in good condition. 
 

Items needed for ages 5 – 12: 

Girls briefs or boy shorts (no bikinis, low rise or hipsters) 

Girls camis in Medium and Large 

Boys boxers or boxer briefs 

Low socks for boys and girls 

Tee shirts and sweat pants (Slightly worn tees and pants are available at local thrift stores) 
 

Many stores already have bargain prices on notebooks, crayons, markers, children’s scissors, 

pencil sharpeners.  We will also apply for Thrivent grants to purchase items for this event. 

VBS 2021 

VBS will be June 21-24 from 4:00-6:30 

p.m. each day. At 6:30 we hope to share a 

meal with everyone involved! Our theme 

this year is “Wilderness Escape” and it will 

walk our VBS kids through the story of the 
Exodus. Please contact Theo in some way 

if you would like to be involved!  

Elder Camp at Nawakwa 

Has it been a while since you’ve been to camp? Our local Lutheran camp, Nawakwa, 
is offering a camp for those aged 55 and above! Below is a description of that camp. 
If you would like more information, please check out the “Lutheran Camp” section of 
the newsletter or go to “LutheranCamping.org.” 

“This Nawakwa week is specially designed for adults 55 and older. It runs 
alongside, and sometimes runs circles around, our youth camp. Elder Campers live in single or 
double occupancy rooms in comfortable Zinn-Tozer Lodge. The EC’s have their very own 

counselors and chaplain who base daily Bible study and worship on the summer camp curriculum 
used by the rest of the camp. Whether you’re looking for a week of relaxation and reflection, fun 

with other feisty seniors, or the chance to spend a week at summer camp with (or without) your 
grandchildren, Elder Camp is a great opportunity for anyone who loved camp or missed out on 
camp as a kid.” 
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                     WELCA 

The annual Synod-wide Day of Renewal has 

been planned this year to allow for us to safely 

gather, taking into consideration the 

restrictions of COVID-19.  The event will be 

held on Saturday, May 8, with registration 

beginning at 9:00 a.m.  It will be held at Camp 

Nawakwa (Upper Camp Pavilion) with 

refreshments served upon arrival.  The theme is 

“Where God Leads Us,” based on Jeremiah 29:11.  Norma Good will be the 

speaker and she is well known for her service with Lutheran World Relief for 

over 30 years.  A special offering will be received to benefit Christ Lutheran 

Church (Harrisburg) Health Ministries.  Their services include medical outreach 

service, dental clinic, English as a Second Language, Free Baby Furniture Bank, 

and many others.  The cost for the day is $20, which includes program and 

lunch, which will be a box lunch of sandwich and salad.  The deadline for 

registration is May 1, and forms are available at the church or from Janet 

Friend or Gertrude Kampmeyer. 

Please remember to continue supporting our local Women of the ELCA 

with monthly offerings, so that we can contribute to our regular projects.  

Mail offerings to the church office, or place in the offering plates.                                                        

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our community 

Give and Take Box 
The red box project is ongoing. There are people from the 

community who regularly put food in the box as well as our team 

filling it with personal care items The cub scouts o3 times a week. 

Items are quickly removed by our neighbors.  First Lutheran are 

now filling the box once per week when they are attending 

meetings.  Thanks to the scouts and their leaders for wanting to 

serve our neighbors and First Lutheran by placing items in the 

box.  You may place donations for the box directly in the box or in the crate labeled 

“Give and Take Box” which is located in Memorial Hall by the office door. 
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STEWARDSHIP 

BACKPACK FEEDING 

PROGRAM:  The backpack 

program continues to be the 

service project for the Women 

of the ELCA.  All members of 

the church are invited to 

contribute.  The items suggested for the 

month of April are: fat free sugar free 

pudding cups and 100% juice boxes.   All 

items should be in individual size servings.  

Thank you for supporting this project, which 

provides weekend meals for students who 

may not have adequate meals at home. 

The Women’s  

Fellowship Breakfast  
will be on  

Wednesday, April 21 at  

8:30 a.m. at Texas Lunch (Tracks) 
 

ALL LADIES ARE WELCOME. 

ARBOR DAY 

A little history – As pioneers began moving into the 

Nebraska Territory, the lack of trees was felt deeply.  

Not only did the pioneers miss the trees they left behind, 

they were also left without the trees they needed as 

windbreaks, building material and shade.  Nebraska 

newspaper editor J. Sterling Morton spread his message 

of the value of trees, and proposed a tree planting 

holiday to be called “Arbor Day.”  Many other states 

followed the tradition, and it is now celebrated in all 50 

states. 

Arbor Day represents a hope for the future.  This year it 

will be observed on April 30.  Providing for a healthy 

environment is a form of good stewardship.  Here are some ideas to exercise this 

stewardship.   

Plant a tree 

Search on-line for information on trees 

Read the poem “Trees” by Joyce Kilmer 

Contribute to community tree planting. 

“He is richest who is content with the least, for content is the wealth of nature.”    

                     WELCA 
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Dear Pastor Nicholson and all my family at First Lutheran Church, 

Thank you all for the many lovely cards, “air” hugs, and words of comfort following 

the death of my husband.  Coming to Sunday School and Worship were some of 

Ernie’s favorite things to do – after finding his way to an ice cream stand! 

In God’s Love, 

Nancy Fricke 

Announcements 

Thank You 

Annual Easter Flower sale  

April 2 & 3  

Domino’s Pizza, 1515 LWE, Chbg 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RELIEF 

LDR is collaborating with the Texas Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod, the 

Southwestern Texas Synod, the Northern Texas – Northern Louisiana Synod 

and Lutheran Social Services Disaster Response to address needs as a result of 

the storms impacting millions of people this past month.  Long-term recovery 

will include repairing water-damaged homes, disaster case management, and supporting 

vulnerable populations.  Gifts designated for “U.S. Severe Storms” will be used entirely 

(100%) for direct response.  Keep these people in your prayers, and contribute as you are able.  

Make checks payable to First Lutheran, and indicate “U.S. Severe Storms” in the memo line. 

STEWARDSHIP 

Dear Pr. Jane and First Lutheran Family, 
 

First of all, thank you for caring to lift up and celebrate Grace’s milestone birthday.  It is 

indeed a gift to have walked in life with her these many years.  I have been reading to her the 

notes on the cards.  Folks older than me who had her as a teacher.  What an impact she had on 

the faith journey of many.  Please thank everyone for their cards and thoughts.  Please also 

know that although I have often been busy and challenged to respond, I have always read with 

Mom each monthly newsletter and all notes and cards. 
 

Blessings, 

Kitty Barnard  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 

Mid Kramer 

6375 Chambersburg Road 

Room # 131 B 

Fayetteville, PA 17222  
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HOSPITALIZATION 
 

 

 
If someone you know from our church  

is hospitalized please  

contact Pastor Nicholson  

to let her know by calling  

717-264-2015 ext.4 or email  

flcpastor@outlook.com. If this is an 

emergency—feel free to  

contact Pastor Nicholson at home  

717-753-3940. 

Council 
 

President: Tim Gotwald 

Vice President:  Tom Kriner 

Secretary:  Rose Wilson 

Pastor:  Jane Nicholson 

Deacon: Freda Dorand 

Jeff Dorand 

Barb Evans 

Warren Heintzelman 

Mary Beth McGraw-Warne 

Joyce Ray 

Tedd Sloan 

Gerry Wilson 

Treasurer:  Sally Herritt 

Financial Secretary:  Carol McCoy  

PRAYER CHAIN 

May we include you in our 

prayers? Do you have a prayer 

need that we can help you with? 

If so, please call our prayer–

chain group leader:  

Marcia Hunt @  

717-263-0781 

Names are kept on the prayer 

chain for 1 month. After that 

month, please contact the office 

again if you would like to have a 

name on for another month. 

HELPING HANDS 

May 

Newsletter 

Deadline is 

April 15 

TRANSPORTATION 

Need a Ride? 
Our church provides transportation to 

church on Sundays!  We don’t want to 

miss anyone who would like to join 

us!  Please call if you need a ride.   

Church office:  717-264-2015 

Tracy Stenger 4/1 Harold Forrester 4/13 

Alexis Love 4/2 Glenn Miller 4/16 

Sara Love 4/3 Donald Shoop 4/16 

Annette Huber 4/5 Hunter Boock 4/19 

Daniel Cody 4/6 Joanne Caskey 4/20 

Lenora Craven 4/6 Karen Sloan 4/21 

Amy Rebok 4/9 Michael McCoy 4/22 

William Ellis 4/10 Mary Lou Jessen 4/24 

Judy Mayer 4/12 Rick Gates 4/25 

Patsy Best 4/13   
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DATED MATERIAL—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 CHURCH OFFICE 717-264-2015 

Parish Administrator ext. 1 

Director of Faith Formation ext. 2 

Director of Music ext. 3  

Pastor ext. 4 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

43 W. Washington Street 
Chambersburg, PA  17201 
E-mail:  felccoffice@gmail.com 
Website:  www.felcc.org 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 

@felccyouth 

EASTER SUNDAY  April 4 
 

 9:00 a.m. in chapel (with Holy Communion) 
 

 10:45 in sanctuary (with Holy Communion) 
 

Our 10:45 a.m. worship service will be 
livestreamed on facebook and our website. 

 


