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Welcome to Worship 
 

It is a joy to have you here at worship with us today.  
 

For the safety of all, we ask throughout the worship service  
that you please wear your face mask.  

If you are in need of a mask, please let our ushers know.  
 

The Coronavirus spreads easily through singing.  Under the advisement of CDC guidelines, we are 
not having congregational singing during worship.  

 

Visitors are invited to pick up a Visitor’s Packet as you leave worship today.  
Thank you for joining us this morning!  

We are blessed by your presence.  
 

Children are always welcome in church.  
 

Large print bulletins for today’s worship are available.  
Feel free to ask an usher if interested.  

 

If by chance you contract the virus in the next couple of days,  
please let the church know so we may attempt to contact those who sat near you. 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST 
 

                             May 2 – May 9 
 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:45 a.m. Worship W/Holy Communion 
 

Monday       7:00 p.m. Scouts 
 

Tuesday 9:00 a.m. Brown Bag 

  7:00 p.m. Property Mtg. 

   7:00 p.m.  Scouts 
 

Wednesday  9:30 a.m.  Quilting 
 

Thursday  6:00 p.m. Rose Ringers 

      7:00 p.m. Adult Choir 
  

Sunday     10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:45 a.m. Worship - Mother’s Day  
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GATHERING 

WELCOME   
 

PRELUDE  
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM      Please stand as you are able. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 

let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We thank you, risen Christ, 

for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, 

like streams that revive our souls, 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
 

Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts.  Shower us with life. 
 

To you be given all praise, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
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GREETING  

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

And the communion of the Holy spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE        Special Music 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  

The Lord be with you.     

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.   O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we 

cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of 

love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

WORD 
 SCRIPTURE READING            1 John 4:7-21 
 

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves 

is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for 

God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only 

Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we 

loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one 

another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and 

his love is perfected in us. 

 

  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us 

of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as 

the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of 

God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God 

has for us. 
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  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 

them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on 

the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in 

love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 

whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved 

us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for 

those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God 

whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those 

who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The choir will be singing this acclamation from the choir loft.  Because of the Coronavirus,  

we ask the congregation to listen to the music and meditate on the words. 
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GOSPEL                                                                                John 15:1-8 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter.    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch 

in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 

more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 

you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 

unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, 

you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 

because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is 

thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into 

the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 

whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, 

that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ.       

 

Please be seated. 
 

SERMON  Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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O Lord of the Blossom 
Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer         Music: My Home, North American Traditional 

 

 A small group of people will be singing this hymn from the choir loft.  Because of the 

Coronavirus, we ask the congregation to listen to the music and meditate on the words. 
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NICENE CREED     Please stand as you are able.   
 

Let us confess our faith in God; the Father, the Risen Christ, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

We believe in one God, 

     the Father, the Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth, 

     of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

     the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

     God from God, Light from Light, 

     true God from true God, 

     begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

     through him all things were made. 

     For us and for our salvation 

          he came down from heaven, 

          was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

          and became truly human. 

          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

          he suffered death and was buried. 

          On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

          he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

          and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

     who has spoken through the prophets. 

     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

          and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

Hear us, O God.   

Your mercy is great. 
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MEAL 

 OFFERING  

 

Returning our thanks to God with our offering is a regular part of our worship 

service.  To reduce the odds of spreading the coronavirus, we have placed the 

offering plates at the entrances to our worship service.  You are encouraged to 

present your gifts to God as you leave worship today or give online at 

www.FELCC.org .        
  

Please stand as you are able. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Let us pray.   

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.  

Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.  Abide with us and send us in service 

to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

DIALOG 

 

The Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 
 

 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

SANCTUS              Holy, Holy, Holy   sung by choir 

Deutsche Messe,   Franz Schubert   adapt.  Richard Proulx 
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THANKSGIVING 
 

Please remove the cup and the napkin from plastic bag.  Peel off the seal from the 

bread portion of your communion.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying:   

Take and eat; this is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

This is the Body of Christ given for you. (You may consume the bread.) 
 

Please remove the outer wrapping from the juice portion of your communion.  

Place the seal on your bulletin. 
 

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

This is the Blood of Christ shed for you.  (You may consume the grape juice.) 
 

Please place your used cup and seals in the ziplock bag to avoid spillage.  Please 

discard this bag in the receptacles as you leave worship. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

TABLE BLESSING  
  

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.  Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Wellspring of Joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.  

Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, 

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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SENDING 
FAREWELL AND GODSPEED 
 

Theo as you leave First Lutheran, we wish to bid you farewell. 
 

A reading from Exodus: The LORD said, “I am going to send an angel in front of 

you, to guard you on the way and to bring you to the place that I have 

prepared.” (Exodus 23:20) 
 

We thank you for your working with us to enhance our technology here at 

First Lutheran.  We are grateful for the sharing of your gifts with us and with 

our children and equipping us with the proper tools to be able to have 

worship livestreamed. God has blessed us through you and we appreciate 

your working with us throughout the pandemic.  We will miss you. 
 

When you came to First Lutheran we rejoiced to welcome you into the mission we 

share as the people of God. In this community you have come to know and to 

share in God’s loving purpose for you and for all creation. God has blessed you in 

this community, and God has blessed us through you. 
 

We encourage you to continue to receive and share God’s gifts at United 

Methodist Church in Livonia, NY, united with us in the body of Christ and the 

mission we share. 
 

Let us pray.  Eternal God, we thank you for Theo and for the time we have 

shared with him.  As he has been a blessing to us, so now send him forth to be 

a blessing to others; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
  

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

  



13 

 

Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
 

A small group of people will be singing this hymn from the choir loft.  Because of the 

Coronavirus,  we ask the congregation to listen to the music and meditate on the words. 

 

 

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

 In my love’s baptismal river 

 I have made you mine forever. 

 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 
 

3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 

 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 

 here his tender comfort stilled you. 

 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free. 
 

4 “I the Lord will bless and keep you, and give you peace. 

 I the Lord will smile upon you, and give you peace. 

 I the Lord will be your Father, 

 Savior, Comforter and Brother. 

 Go, my children, I will keep you, and give you peace.” 
 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919      

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen.  Share the good news.   

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33504. Hymns reprinted by permission under One License 

#A-727079 and CCLI #11318988 
 

PENTECOST SUNDAY GERANIUMS Forms to order your geraniums may be 

found at both entrances to the Sanctuary.  Orders must be received by May 3. 
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Please remember in your prayers … 

 

Luzana Charles (5/26) Aloma Dawkins   Pat Dent (5/19)  

Jacob Dively (5/12)  Denise Heinbaugh (5/27) Mary Lou Jessen    

Mid Kramer   Ann Lindner (5/20)  Susan Llabres    

John Newcomer  Lynelle Nysetvold   Dalton Paul   

Dia Schumacher (5/22) Evelyn Scott    James Warne   

Doris Webster  Grace Williams   Chuck Yaukey (5/27) 
  

ATTENDANCE  April 25 45 In-person   

42 on-line x 2 = 84 (ELCA formula) 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS Prayers  Adeline Hooper  

     Sound Board  Bob Lawyer  
 

MICHAEL’S BBQ CHICKEN FUNDRAISER Saturday, May 15th, starting at 

10:30am.  Drive through service until sold out.  Cost is $12.00/dinner and includes 

½ chicken, baked beans, applesauce, and roll.  At Franklin Hardware & Pet Store, 

1975 Philadelphia Ave, Chambersburg.  Sponsored by the SpiriTrust Lutheran 

Chambersburg Auxiliary.  For pre-orders, see your congregation’s auxiliary 

representative or call 717-860-7544. 
 

BOOK DISCUSSION Starting the week of September 12, Joyce Ray will be 

leading a book discussion on the book: Thou Shalt Not Be a Jerk by Eugene Cho. 

It is a Christian's guide to engaging politics.  We will discuss a chapter a week. It 

is an easy read and we will have some great discussions and time to share our 

thoughts.  Please let Joyce know if you are interested and which day you prefer: 

Sundays during the Sunday School hour or Thursdays at 2 pm.  
 

SPIRITRUST AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP Information for this drive is in 

your May newsletter. There are no meetings to attend, and you can give $1.00 or 

more to become a member.  Tudy Gates and Mary Beth McGraw-Warne are 

collecting donations for you to become a member and support SpiriTrust programs 

such as hospice and home care.  Thanks!  
 

THE GIVE AND TAKE BOX   Please share a few items. This box supplies per-

sonal care items such as shampoo, deodorant, tissues, toothpaste and brushes, hand 

soap, body soap, laundry detergent, dish detergent, band aids, and toilet paper. 
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VBS   Due to a combination of Covid and Theo’s leaving, the Faith Formation 

Committee has determined it best to cancel VBS for the summer of 2021. 
 

COLLECTION OF QUARTERS   The Neighborhood Task Team is collecting 

quarters for future Laundry Events. If you have donations you may drop them off 

at the church office during office hours or you may drop your donations at either 

entry of the sanctuary. Thanks for your support of this ministry to our neighbors. 
 

2021 BACK TO  SCHOOL We are planning for our Back to School Event for 

elementary school children in our community. We are collecting pocket sized 

tissue packages, notebooks, crayons, markers, children’s scissors, pencil 

sharpeners and children’s books in good condition.  Items needed for ages 5 – 12: 

Girls briefs or boy shorts (no bikinis, low rise or hipsters) Girls camis in medium 

and large, Boys boxers or boxer briefs, low cut socks for boys and girls tee shirts 

and sweat pants for both boys and girls.   
 

SPRING FLING CLOTHING GIVE AWAY The Neighborhood Task Team is 

holding a Summer Clothing and Shoes Giveaway on May 15, 2021 from 10:00 am 

until noon. We will again hang clothing on the fence with additional items on 

tables. Please bring your summer clothing and summer shoes donation to First 

Lutheran. Washed and folded clothing is appreciated.   If you have family or 

friends who would be willing to contribute, please inform them of this need. If 

pick up is necessary, please call the church office for help. 
 

BACK PACK PROGRAM May suggested items: graham or animal crackers, 

light popcorn, whole grain cereal, granola bars and cereal.  All items should be in 

individual size servings.  This provides weekend meals for students who may not 

have adequate meals at home. 
 

WORLD VISION IS SPONSORING A GLOBAL 6K FOR WATER On 

Saturday May 22, 2021.  Tim and Mary Gotwald are participating in this 

fundraiser for Clean Water for people around the world who have difficulty 

getting clean water.  If you would like to make a contribution to this effort you 

may make your check out to World Vision with Global Water 6K in the memo 

line. Cash is also accepted. You may give your money to the church office or see 

Tim or Mary Gotwald in church. We will turn the contributions in during the week 

after the walk. 
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43 West Washington Street 

Chambersburg Pa 17201 

www.felcc.org 

FELCCoffice@gmail.com 

717–264-2015 

 
Pastor  The Rev. Jane Nicholson 

Pastoral Assistant The Rev. Charles Kampmeyer 

Director of Church Music Freda J. Dorand, Deacon 

Director of Technology & Faith Formation Theo Camara 

Parish Administrator Cheryl Christman 

Treasurer Sally Herritt 

 

Financial Secretary Carol McCoy 

Custodian Jim Forbes 

 

Church Office Hours – Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 
 

The mission of First Lutheran Church is to be the light of Jesus,  

burning brightly and vigorously in our community. 

 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sundays at 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. 

also on facebook at First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

and on our webpage at www.FELCC.org  

 

ALL are invited to hear and receive God's blessing in Jesus, and to worship with us. 

 

We welcome visitors this morning.  

Please pick up a visitor’s packet. They are located at the top of the steps.  

at the rear of the church or on the table at the elevator entrance. 


