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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Pentecost – May 23 

On Sundays during football season it is not uncommon to see team 
colors in our sanctuary.  On Pentecost Sunday, however, you 
might find Lutheran and other Christians trading in their team 
colors for RED.  Wearing red represents the tongues of flame that 
rested upon the disciples as the Holy Spirit was poured out upon 
the first followers of Jesus.    

Here are a few interesting tidbits to help you move deeper into the 
story of Pentecost: 

·        Pentecost means “50” in Greek – the Day of Pentecost is   
celebrated 50 days after Easter.  

·        Jews have Pentecost too – it is the Greek name for the Festival of Shavuot or 
“Weeks” (7 weeks after Passover). It celebrates the giving of the Law on Mt. Sinai. 

·        Pentecost is often called the “Birthday of the Church” – because the Holy Spirit empowers 
the church to carry out the mission of Jesus Christ in the world. 

·        It was windy – a great wind blew through the assembly. In the original biblical languages, one 
word – “ruach” in Hebrew and “pneuma” in Greek – is translated as both “wind” and “spirit” in 
English. 

·        Everyone understood – the Pentecost story reports that people from many countries and 
regions were present at the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and all heard the telling of God’ deeds of 
power in their own languages. This is different than the spiritual practice of  “speaking in tongues” 
when otherwise indiscernible utterings must be interpreted by a believer with the gift of 
interpretation. This was a miraculous translation, likely intended to indicate the global reach of the 
Good News.  Y ou can find the story of the first Pentecost in the 2nd chapter of the Book of Acts. 

On Pentecost Sunday at First Lutheran, we will have red geraniums to decorate the sanctu ray (orders 
due by May 3).  Keep your eyes and ears open – the Holy Spirit may be guiding our Worship and 
Music Committee in planning unique encounters with God for this day.   

Why not show your “team loyalty” by wearing red to celebrate Pentecost on May 23? Together, we 
will celebrate that the Holy Spirit continues to breathe life into the church,  and we continue to 
proclaim the mighty acts of God to all the world!  

 

Pastor Jane Nicholson 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+2&version=NRSV
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

“Mark Your Calendars” 

from the Music & Worship Committee 

May 2 Communion Sunday 
 

May 9 Mother’s Day – Flowers for the ladies! 
 

May 16 Communion Sunday 
 

May 23 Pentecost – Wear red; order a geranium to help decorate the church. If you 

  order a geranium and don’t have a spot at home for planting, we will plant 

  it in our Rose Garden. 
 

May 30 Trinity Sunday – Also the start of our summer schedule; worship begins  

  at 9:30 
 

June 27 Worship & Church Picnic – to be held at 10:45 at Greene Township Park 

  in Scotland, 10:45; Details are forthcoming. 

COVID INFORMATION RELATED TO WORSHIP AND BUILDING USAGE 

The council determined at the April meeting the following changes: 

1. The worship services will be gradually lengthening and will be approximately an hour by  
      May 30. 
 
2. The nursery will open once again at the end of May. 
 
3. We will be allowing outside groups to rent out the Fellowship Hall beginning immediately. 
 
4. Sunday School will continue through May 23 and will meet from 10 to 10:30 with the hope of 

returning to the 9:30 start time in the fall. 
 
5.  We ask that all persons in our building continue to wear masks even if vaccinated. 

April Church Council Highlights: 

 Social Missions Committee:  unanimously approved the selection of Drs. Stephen and Jodi 

Swanson, missionaries serving in Tanzania to receive financial support of $2,000 for the 

year 2021,  

 Property Committee:  approved to install a large lockable mailbox by Fellowship Hall . 

 Worship and Music: 9:30 service begins on Sunday, May 30, council approved opening 

the nursery at this time and extending the worship time to one hour .   

 Faith Formation:  Theo is working to improve livestreaming of services, updating 

clearances necessary to work with children, and on plans for VBS, June 21-24. 

 Deacon’s Report: Sanctuary choir and handbell choir are meeting again.  
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VBS will be June 21-24 from  

4:00-6:30 p.m. each day. 

 At 6:30 we will share a meal with everyone involved! Our 

theme this year is “Wilderness Escape” and it will walk 

our VBS kids through the story of the Exodus.  

We are in need of 

volunteers!  

Please contact Theo or the church 
office if you would like to 

volunteer in some way! If you 
have a child you know of who 

would like to participate in VBS, 
please contact Theo and he can 

help you to sign them up! 

Registration forms to register a child for VBS  

can be found in the church office. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

 
Sharing God’s love in our community 

2021 BACK TO  SCHOOL EVENT FOR NEIGHBORHOOD CHILDREN 

In anticipation of a return to in-person classes for the 

fall 2021 year we are planning for our fourth annual 

Back to School Special for elementary school children in 

our community.  We can’t set a date for the event until 

we know when local schools will begin fall classes, but it 

is not too early to shop for bargains in children’s 

underwear, socks, and school supplies.  This year we 

are adding children’s tee shirts and plain sweatpants.   

We will also be collecting pocket sized tissue packages and children’s books in good condition. 
 

Items needed for ages 5 – 12: 

Girls briefs or boy shorts (no bikinis, low rise or hipsters) 

Girls camis in Medium and Large 

Boys boxers or boxer briefs 

Low socks for boys and girls 

Tee shirts and sweat pants (Slightly worn tees and pants are available at local thrift stores) 
 

Many stores already have bargain prices on notebooks, crayons, markers, children’s scissors, 

pencil sharpeners.  We will also apply for Thrivent grants to purchase items for this event. 

Elder Camp at Nawakwa 

Has it been a while since you’ve been to camp? Our local Lutheran camp, 
Nawakwa, is offering a camp for those aged 55 and above! Below is a 
description of that camp. If you would like more information, please check out 
the “Lutheran Camp” section of the newsletter or go to “LutheranCamping.org.” 

“This Nawakwa week is specially designed for adults 55 and older. It 
runs alongside, and sometimes runs circles around, our youth camp. 
Elder Campers live in single or double occupancy rooms in comfortable 

Zinn-Tozer Lodge. The EC’s have their very own counselors and chaplain who base daily Bible 
study and worship on the summer camp curriculum used by the rest of the camp. Whether you’re 

looking for a week of relaxation and reflection, fun with other feisty seniors, or the chance to spend 
a week at summer camp with (or without) your grandchildren, Elder Camp is a great opportunity 
for anyone who loved camp or missed out on camp as a kid.” 

Lutheran Camp 

Do you love camping and adventure? Do you want to build and renew your 

faith? Consider attending a Lutheran Summer Camp! First Lutheran is prepared 
to offer up to $300 in scholarships for anyone who wishes to attend a Lutheran 
camp this summer. The two local camps are “Kirchenwald” and “Nawakwa.” A 

brochure for these camps and the programs they offer can be found outside the 
office. Check out “LutheranCamping.org” for more information or contact Theo. 
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The red box project is ongoing. There are people from the 

community who regularly put food in the box as well as our 

team filling it with personal care items 3 times a week. Items 

are quickly removed by our neighbors. The cub scouts of First 

Lutheran are now filling the box once per week when they are 

attending meetings.  Thanks to the scouts and their leaders for 

wanting to serve our neighbors and First Lutheran by placing 

items in the box.  You may place donations for the box directly 

in the box or in the crate labeled “Give and Take Box” which is 

located in Memorial Hall by the office door. 

BACKPACK FEEDING 

PROGRAM:  The backpack 

program continues to be the 

service project for the Women of 

the ELCA.  All members of the 

church are invited to contribute.  

The items suggested for the 

month of May are: graham or animal crackers, 

light popcorn, whole grain cereal, granola bars 

and cereal.   All items should be in individual size 

servings.  Thank you for supporting this project, 

which provides weekend meals for students who 

may not have adequate meals at home. 

The Women’s  

Fellowship Breakfast  
will be on  

Wednesday, May 19 at  

8:30 a.m. at  Greenvillage  

Restaurant 
 

ALL LADIES ARE WELCOME. 

                     WELCA 

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our community 

SPRING FLING CLOTHING GIVE AWAY  
 

This Summer Clothing and Shoes Giveaway is on May 15, 2021 

from 10:00 am until noon. We will again hang clothing on the 

fence with additional items on tables. Please bring your summer 

clothing and summer shoes donation to First Lutheran. Washed 

and folded clothing is appreciated. Our neighbors asked for 

children’s clothing at our winter giveaway. If you have family or 

friends who would be willing to contribute, please inform them of 

this need. If pick up is necessary please call the church office for 

help with that. 
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                     WELCA 

At their recent Women of the ELCA board 

meeting, it was agreed to make some changes in 

scheduling and programming for the 

organization.  Instead of the previous 

arrangement of gathering in two circles and 

meeting times, all women of the group will meet 

together.  The meetings will take place in the 

chapel on the second Thursday of the month at 

1:30 p.m.  Bible studies will be presented 

monthly, and the traditional quarterly 

gatherings will not take place.  The first Bible 

study will be centered on “Joy,” and will be 

scheduled beginning in September.  Safety  

          protocols will be observed as directed by the CDC 

          at that time.  

All women of the church are invited to attend and to experience spiritual growth and 

fellowship.  The service project of providing items for the school backpack  program will 

be continued.  Since the organization was not able to provide Valentine baskets for 

home-bound members this year, May Day baskets will be delivered instead.  These will 

be assembled on Monday, May 3, at 10:00 a.m. 

Due to plans to move out of the area, Bonnie McKenrick will no longer serve as 

Treasurer for the group.  Mary Beth McGraw-Warne will assume these duties effective 

immediately.  Offerings for the organization made be placed in the offering plate, 

dropped off at the church office, to mailed to Mary Beth at 2284 Philadelphia Ave., 

Chambersburg, 17201. 

 

PEOPLE TO HELP DELIVER MAY DAY BASKETS 

On Monday, May 3, the Women of the ELCA will gather to assemble and deliver 

May Day baskets to shut-ins and home-bound members of First Lutheran.  There 

are approximately 30 members of the church who will be honored on this day (or 

soon after) with beautiful and delicious baskets of goodies to show appreciation and 

love to these folks.  Volunteers are needed to help to assemble and deliver, and if 

you are able to join us at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, please call the church office or 

Janet Friend (717) 263-9517 to let us know. 
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Lutheran Disaster Response 

LDR brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to people whose 

lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and 

around the world.  When the dust settles and the headlines 

change, we stay to provide on-going assistance to those in need.  

Here are some examples of needs that are on-going:  U.S. severe 

storms, Hurricane response, Middle East Crisis, U. S. wildfires, 

Coronavirus disease, U. S. tornadoes, U. S. flooding. 

Use your LDR special envelope or indicate on your check your offering designation.  

Thank you for your generous response to these desperate needs. 

“You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving.” 

“Money can buy almost anything we want – the problem being that 

we tend to want only the things that money can buy.” 

Stewards of our elders’ wisdom  

“Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the 

Lord your God is giving you.” –Exodus 20:12  

This month and next, as our culture celebrates Mothers Day and Fathers Day, God’s 

people can make the occasions much more substantive than just greeting cards, gifts, 

and dinners for a few select relatives. Instead, we can lift up the knowledge, wisdom 

and perspective that we possess from not only the mother and father figures in our own 

circles, but all the older men and women who have enriched our communities with 

their lives and experiences. The wisdom of the past has helped people of every age to 

navigate the challenges of their times. Many communities in the world honor, respect, 

and value as “elders” their oldest members. It’s something we surely can use in 21st 

century North America. Ours is a time of unprecedented change – both in the sweep of 

change and in the speed at which things are changing. Our older members can give us 

perspective and patience and wisdom. Here are some ideas: • Engage elders about is-

sues facing you, your congregation and community. Listen deeply. Take notes. • Enter 

into their thought world: How do they frame issues? What are their underlying as-

sumptions? What sources help inform and inspire them? • Compare their approaches 

to seeing the world and navigating challenges with your own. What is helpful? What 

can assist you? Learning from our elder mother and father figures may be the best way 

to not only honor them, but also help us find our own way in life.  

-Rob Blezard Copyright © 2021 

STEWARDSHIP 
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Dear First & Tim Gotwald. 

Thank you deeply for your kind letter and Olive Garden gift 

card.  My seven years of providing counseling in the church 

have been a blessing, not only to me, but some clients as well.  

Even non-believers have a reverence for being in a church and 

often share that there is “something” healing in this place. 

May the love and kindness shown to them continue to 

influence their lives?  Thank you for sharing your space with us as we lived out the 

mission and vision of SpiriTrust Lutheran Counseling Services. And thank you for 

being an example of Christ’s love for us! 

Take great care! 

Sincerely, 

Crystal Anderson 

 

Thank You 

SPIRITRUST 

Annual Auxiliary 

Membership Drive 
The annual SpiriTrust 

Lutheran Chambersburg 

Auxiliary membership 

drive will take place 

during the month of May.  

Anyone can join with a 

minimum contribution of 

$1.00.  Your generous 

support will continue to allow the auxiliary to 

make donations to The Inn and Skilled Care 

Endowment Funds at The Village at Luther 

Ridge, SpiriTrust Lutheran Home Care & 

Hospice, as well as SpiriTrust Lutheran LIFE.  If 

you would like to join the Auxiliary or need more 

information, please contact Tudy Gates or Mary 

Beth McGraw-Warne. 
 

Michael’s BBQ Chicken 

Fundraiser  

Saturday, May 15th, starting 

at 10:30am.  Drive through 

service until sold out.  Cost is 

$12.00/dinner and includes ½ 

chicken, baked beans, 

applesauce, and a Martin’s roll.  

The event will take place in 

front of Franklin Hardware & 

Pet Store, 1975 Philadelphia 

Ave, Chambersburg.  

Sponsored by the SpiriTrust 

Lutheran Chambersburg 

Auxiliary.  For pre-orders, see 

your congregation’s auxiliary 

representative or   

call 717-860-7544. 
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Thank you for the cards, prayers, and 

well wishes during my health issues in 

March.   Also a thank you to WELCA for 

brightening my day with a beautiful 

rose.  Your thoughtfulness and kind 

words are greatly appreciated as I get 

back to being healthy again. 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

Freda Dorand 

Dear Pastor Nicholson & “First” Family, 

Thank you so much for your active 

assistance and participation in Grace 

Shindle’s memorial service.  First 

Lutheran was home to my parents for 

over 50 years, so it seemed so fitting to 

share with you this final moment in her 

church life.  How meaningful, that 

across 1,300 miles, we could share 

communion, word, and song as we 

celebrated the gift of Grace in our lives! 

Most of all, to the friends at First who 

sent birthday cards and/or memories, 

thank you for caring for my mother and 

sharing your memories.  What a gift! 

With love and appreciation to all, 

Kitty, Brooks, Ben Banard 

Dear First Lutheran, 
 

Thank you for your gift of $1,245 given to your synod, received by ELCA World 

Hunger in January 2021. 
 

This is a season of reflection and sacrifice, but also a season of hope.  As we walk 

the 40-day journey of Lent, we know that we are walking toward Easter and the 

promise of renewal.  Your gifts to the ministries of the ELCA are bringing that 

promise and hope to your neighbors around the world. 
 

In Christ, 

The Rev. Robin Brown 

Mission Funding Director, Congregations 

Dear Pastor Nicholson and First 

Lutheran Church, 

 

Thank you so much for all that you have 

done to aid in the planning and 

execution of my ordination service.  

Many blessings to you for all that you do 

in service toward the ministry of the 

kingdom of God.  I look forward to many 

years to come of working together. 

 

Your’s in Christ, 

Matthew Kayhart, Pastor 

St. Thomas Lutheran Church 

(484 )866-7684 

Thank You 
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You probably don't talk about politics or religion with your family or 

friends. I have just the thing!  Starting in Sept, I will be leading a book 

discussion on the book: THOU SHALT NOT BE A JERK by Eugene Cho. 

It is a christian's guide to engaging politics.  We will discuss a chapter a 

week. It is an easy read and we will have some great discussions and time 

to share our thoughts.  Please let me know if you are interested and which 

day you prefer: Sundays during the Sunday School hour or Thursdays at 2 

pm. Starting date is week of Sept 12.  Joyce Ray 

Announcements 

World Vision is sponsoring a GLOBAL 6K FOR WATER on 

Saturday May 22, 2021 
 

Tim and Mary Gotwald are participating in 

this fundraiser for Clean Water for people 

around the world who have difficulty getting 

clean water. 
 

World Vision offers some facts about the 

WHY of their water efforts. 
 

6K (3.73 miles) is the distance that some 

women and children have to walk daily 

         for water. 
 

More than 800 children under 5 die every day from diarrhea caused by 

contaminated water. 
 

World Vision provides one new person with clean water every 10 seconds. 
 

Women and children around the world spend a total of 200 million hours 

collecting water daily. 
 

For more information check out worldvision6K.org 
 

If you would like to make a contribution to this effort you may make your check 

out to World Vision with Global Water 6K in the memo line. Cash is also accepted. 

You may give your money to the church office or see Tim or Mary Gotwald in 

church. We will turn the contributions in during the week after the walk. 

Pennsylvania Unclaimed Property 

Take a moment and check for unclaimed property being held by the Pennsylvania Treasury – Bureau 
of Unclaimed Property.  It’s quick and easy.  Their website is www.patreasury.gov/unclaimed/
search.html  

The service is a free and easy way to find unclaimed property. 
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HOSPITALIZATION 
 

 

 
If someone you know from our church  

is hospitalized please  

contact Pastor Nicholson  

to let her know by calling  

717-264-2015 ext.4 or email  

flcpastor@outlook.com. If this is an 

emergency—feel free to  

contact Pastor Nicholson at home  

717-753-3940. 

Council 
 

President: Tim Gotwald 

Vice President:  Tom Kriner 

Secretary:  Rose Wilson 

Pastor:  Jane Nicholson 

Deacon: Freda Dorand 

Jeff Dorand 

Barb Evans 

Warren Heintzelman 

Mary Beth McGraw-Warne 

Joyce Ray 

Tedd Sloan 

Gerry Wilson 

Treasurer:  Sally Herritt 

Financial Secretary:  Carol McCoy  

HELPING HANDS 

June 

Newsletter  

Deadline is 

May 15 

TRANSPORTATION 

Need a Ride? 
Our church provides transportation to 

church on Sundays!  We don’t want to 

miss anyone who would like to join 

us!  Please call if you need a ride.   

Church office:  717-264-2015 

Taylor Rote 5/3 Katy Hamilton 5/15 

Beverly Umbrell 5/4 Andrew Grove 5/17 

Kashton Peters 5/6 Robert Herbert 5/17 

John Saunders 5/7 Pamela Dent-Kelley 5/19 

Susie Heintzelman 5/9 Nancy Jacobs 5/19 

Karen Maclay 5/9 Jessica Starr 5/19 

Pauline Shearer 5/9 Linda Miller 5/20 

Grayson Peters 5/11 Dia Schumacher 5/20 

Kirk Umbrell 5/11 Benjamin Ellis 5/24 

Seth Cody 5/13 Ashley Wenger 5/24 

Payton Huber 5/14 Thomas Burkey 5/27 

Kayleigh Warne 5/14 Sammi Hefner 5/27 

Kim Wertz 5/14 Coleton Rankin 5/31 

PRAYER CHAIN 

May we include you in our 

prayers? Do you have a prayer 

need that we can help you with? 

If so, please call our prayer–chain 

group leader:  

Marcia Hunt @  

717-263-0781 

Names are kept on the prayer 

chain for 1 month. After that 

month, please contact the office 
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Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 CHURCH OFFICE 717-264-2015 

Parish Administrator ext. 1 

Director of Faith Formation ext. 2 

Director of Music ext. 3  

Pastor ext. 4 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

43 W. Washington Street 
Chambersburg, PA  17201 
E-mail:  felccoffice@gmail.com 
Website:  www.felcc.org 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 

@felccyouth 


