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WELCOME  
 

It is a joy to have you here at worship with us today.  
 

For the safety of all, we ask throughout the worship service  

that you please wear your face mask.  

If you are in need of a mask, please let our ushers know.  
 

The Coronavirus spreads easily through singing.  Under the advisement of CDC 

guidelines, we are not having congregational singing during worship.  
 

Visitors are invited to pick up a Visitor’s Packet as you leave worship today.  

Thank you for joining us this morning! We are blessed by your presence.  
 

Children are always welcome in church.  
 

Large print bulletins for today’s worship are available.  

Feel free to ask an usher if interested.  
 

If by chance you contract the virus in the next couple of days,  

please let the church know so we may attempt to contact those who sat near you. 
 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST 
 

                       May 9 - May 16 
 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

  10:45 a.m. Worship – Happy Mother’s Day 
 

Monday       10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 

  6:00 p.m.  Scouts 

  7:00 p.m. Council Meeting 
 

Tuesday   7:00 p.m. Finance Meeting 

  7:00 p.m.  Scouts 
 

Wednesday   9:30 a.m.  Quilting 
 

Thursday   6:00 p.m. Rose Ringers 

       7:00 p.m. Adult Choir 
  

Sunday  10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

                         10:45 a.m. Worship W/Holy Communion 
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GATHERING 
 

WELCOME  
 

PRELUDE :  Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross  by the Rose Ringers 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM      Please stand as you are able. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 

let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We thank you, risen Christ, 

for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, 

like streams that revive our souls, 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
 

Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts.  Shower us with life. 
 

To you be given all praise, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
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GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE    God will Bless You       by Rojah and Dengler  

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 

understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above 

all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

WORD 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING       Acts 10:44-48 
 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 

word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that 

the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they 

heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone 

withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit 

just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Then they invited him to stay for several days. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING       1 John 5:1-6 
 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 

everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the 

children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of 

God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not 

burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the 

victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but 

the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 

  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 

only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for 

the Spirit is the truth. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
A small group will be singing this selection from the choir loft.   

Because of the Coronavirus, we ask the congregation  

to listen to the music and meditate on the words. 
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GOSPEL        John 15:9-17 

 

The Holy Gospel according to John,the 15th chapter.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep 

my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my 

joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
 

  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 

you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you 

servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; 

but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 

have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 

appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give 

you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that 

you may love one another.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON   
 

Silence for reflection. 
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What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
A small group will be singing this selection from the choir loft.   Because of the 

Coronavirus, we ask the congregation to listen to the music and meditate on the words. 
 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 2  Have we trials and temptations? 

 all our sins and griefs to bear!       Is there trouble anywhere? 

 What a privilege to carry      We should never be discouraged 

 ev'rything to God in prayer!      take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 Oh, what peace we often forfeit;     Can we find a friend so faithful  

 oh, what needless pain we bear--     who will all our sorrows share? 

 all because we do not carry      Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness-- 

 ev'rything to God in prayer!      take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

3 Are we weak and heavy-laden, 

 cumbered with a load of care? 

 Precious Savior, still our refuge-- 

 take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 Do your friends despise, forsake you? 

 Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 In his arms he'll take and shield you; 

 you will find a solace there. 
 

Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886 

OUR RESPONSE 
OFFERING     Returning our thanks to God with our offering is a regular part 

of our worship service.  To reduce the odds of spreading the coronavirus, we have 

placed the offering plates at the entrances to our worship service.  You are 

encouraged to present your gifts to God as you leave worship today or give online 

at www.FELCC.org . 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER      
 

Let us pray.  Gracious God, in the abundance of your steadfast love, you call 

us from death to life, from silence to speech, from idleness to action.  With 

these gifts we offer ourselves to you, and with the Church through all the ages 

we give thanks for your saving lobe in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 
A small group will be singing this selection from the choir loft.  Because of the 

Coronavirus, we ask the congregation to listen to the music and meditate on the words. 
 

1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 

 God of glory, Lord of love! 

 Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, 

 praising thee, their sun above. 

 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

 drive the gloom of doubt away. 

 Giver of immortal gladness, 

 fill us with the light of day. 
Continued on next page. 
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2 All thy works with joy surround thee, 

 earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 

 stars and angels sing around thee, 

 center of unbroken praise. 

 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

 flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 

 chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

 call us to rejoice in thee. 
 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 

 ever blessing, ever blest, 

 wellspring of the joy of living, 

 ocean-depth of happy rest! 

 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 

 all who live in love are thine; 

 teach us how to love each other, 

 lift us to the joy divine! 
 

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922 

 

DISMISSAL 
  

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE    
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33504. Hymns reprinted by permission under One License #A-727079 and 

CCLI #11318988 

 

 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 

 

Altar Flowers are placed by Rose and Gerry Wilson 

to the Glory of God on this Mothers' Day 

in honor of our mothers 

and all the wonderful women of our congregation. 
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Please remember in your prayers … 

 

Luzana Charles (5/26) Aloma Dawkins   Pat Dent (5/19)  

Jacob Dively (5/12)  Judy Etter (6/3)  Denise Heinbaugh(5/27) 

Susan Llabres   John Newcomer  Lynelle Nysetvold   

Dalton Paul   Dia Schumacher (5/22) Evelyn Scott    

James Warne   Doris Webster  Grace Williams   

Chuck Yaukey (5/27)   

 

ATTENDANCE  May 2  52 In-person   

14 on-line x 2 = 28 (ELCA formula) 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS Prayers  Gary Fleegal   

     Sound Board  Justin Haloviak 
  

PENTECOST SUNDAY  We invite you to wear RED on May 23, Pentecost.   

Red is the color of the Holy Spirit. 
 

SUMMER WORSHIP times will begin on Sunday, May 30.  Worship will be held at  

9:30. 
 

VBS   Due to a combination of Covid and Theo’s leaving, the Faith Formation 

Committee has determined it best to cancel VBS for the summer of 2021. 
 

MICHAEL’S BBQ CHICKEN FUNDRAISER Saturday, May 15th, starting at 

10:30 a.m.  Drive through service until sold out.  Cost is $12.00/dinner and 

includes ½ chicken, baked beans, applesauce, and roll.  At Franklin Hardware & 

Pet Store, 1975 Philadelphia Ave, Chambersburg.  Sponsored by the SpiriTrust 

Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary.  For pre-orders, see Tudy Gates, Mary Beth 

Warne or call 717-860-7544. 
 

SPRING FLING CLOTHING GIVE AWAY The Neighborhood 

Task Team is holding a Summer Clothing and Shoes Giveaway on 

May 15, 2021 from 10:00 a.m. until noon. We will again hang 

clothing on the fence with additional items on tables. Please bring 

your summer clothing and summer shoes donation to First 

Lutheran. If you are available to help on Saturday, please speak 

with Mary Gotwald.  
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WORLD VISION IS SPONSORING A GLOBAL 6K FOR WATER On 

Saturday May 22, 2021.  Tim and Mary Gotwald are participating in this 

fundraiser for Clean Water for people around the world who have difficulty 

getting clean water.  If you would like to make a contribution to this effort you 

may make your check out to World Vision with Global Water 6K in the memo 

line. Cash is also accepted. You may give your money to the church office or see 

Tim or Mary Gotwald in church. Contributions will be turned in after the walk. 
 

SPIRITRUST AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP Information for this drive is in 

your May newsletter. There are no meetings to attend, and you can give $1.00 or 

more to become a member.  Tudy Gates and Mary Beth McGraw-Warne are 

collecting donations for you to become a member and support SpiriTrust programs 

such as hospice and home care.  Thanks!  
 

THE GIVE AND TAKE BOX   Please share a few items. This box supplies 

personal care items such as shampoo, deodorant, tissues, toothpaste and brushes, 

hand soap, body soap, laundry detergent, dish detergent, band aids, and toilet 

paper. 
 

COLLECTION OF QUARTERS   The Neighborhood Task Team is collecting 

quarters for future Laundry Events. If you have donations you may drop them off 

at the church office during office hours or you may drop your donations at either 

entry of the sanctuary. Thanks for your support of this ministry to our neighbors. 
 

2021 BACK TO  SCHOOL We are planning for our Back to School Event for 

elementary school children in our community. We are collecting pocket sized 

tissue packages, notebooks, crayons, markers, children’s scissors, pencil 

sharpeners and children’s books in good condition.  Items needed for ages 5 – 12: 

Girls briefs or boy shorts (no bikinis, low rise or hipsters) Girls camis in medium 

and large, Boys boxers or boxer briefs, low cut socks for boys and girls tee shirts 

and sweat pants for both boys and girls.   
 

BOOK DISCUSSION Starting the week of September 12, Joyce Ray will be 

leading a book discussion on the book: Thou Shalt Not Be a Jerk by Eugene Cho. 

It is a Christian's guide to engaging politics.  We will discuss a chapter a week. It 

is an easy read and we will have some great discussions and time to share our 

thoughts.  Please let Joyce know if you are interested and which day you prefer: 

Sundays during the Sunday School hour or Thursdays at 2 pm.  


