
 

 

  
T

h
ir

d
 S

u
n

d
a
y 

a
ft

er
 P

en
te

co
st

 
J

u
n

e 
1

3
, 
2

0
2

1
 



2 

 

WELCOME  
 

It is a joy to have you here at worship with us today.  
 

For the safety of all, we ask throughout the worship service  

that you please wear your face mask.  

If you are in need of a mask, please let our ushers know.  
 

The Coronavirus spreads easily through singing.  Under the advisement of CDC 

guidelines, we are not having congregational singing during worship.  
 

Visitors are invited to pick up a Visitor’s Packet as you leave worship today.  

Thank you for joining us this morning! We are blessed by your presence.  
 

Children are always welcome in church.  
 

Large print bulletins for today’s worship are available.  

Feel free to ask an usher if interested.  
 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST 

June 13 to June 20 
 

 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Worship 

Sunday through Thursday Confirmation Camp 
 

Monday       7:00 p.m.  Council 

  7:00 p.m. Scouts 
 

Tuesday Newsletter Deadline 

7:00 p.m.  Scouts 
 

Wednesday 8:30 a.m. Ladies Breakfast (Family Table,  

    Former CR Bucks) 

9:30 a.m.  Quilting 
 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Worship W/Holy Communion 
    Father’s Day/Rose Rent Sunday 
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GATHERING 
 

WELCOME  
 

PRELUDE   
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,  the God of manna, the God of miracles, 

the God of mercy.  Amen. 
 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
 

Please kneel as you are able. 
 

God, our provider,  help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 

We question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world  

in which we live.  We turn to our own understanding  

rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings  

and your ways.  Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  

Amen. 
 

Beloved people of God:   

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.   

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.   

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy:   

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.  Amen. 

 

PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you in a manner that feels 

safe to everyone.  This may be exchanging spoken words without touch. 
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Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
Text:  Robert Robinson, 1735-190, alt. Music:  NETTLETON J. Wyeth, Part II, 1813 

 

A small group will be singing this selection from the choir loft.   Because of the 

Coronavirus, we ask the congregation to listen to the music and meditate on the words. 
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GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.     

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation,   

let us pray to the Lord.   

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.   

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord.   

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   

Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

A small group will be singing this selection from the choir loft.  Because of the 

Coronavirus, we ask the congregation to listen to the music and meditate on the words. 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. 

Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth 

and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

Amen. 
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WORD 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING        Ezekiel 17:22-24    

 
22Thus says the Lord GOD: 

 I myself will take a sprig 

  from the lofty top of a cedar; 

  I will set it out. 

 I will break off a tender one 

  from the topmost of its young twigs; 

 I myself will plant it 

  on a high and lofty mountain. 

 23On the mountain height of Israel 

  I will plant it, 

 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 

  and become a noble cedar. 

 Under it every kind of bird will live; 

  in the shade of its branches will nest 

  winged creatures of every kind. 

 24All the trees of the field shall know 

  that I am the LORD. 

 I bring low the high tree, 

  I make high the low tree; 

 I dry up the green tree 

  and make the dry tree flourish. 

 I the LORD have spoken; 

  I will accomplish it. 
 

 

The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM        Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 
 

 

 1It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, 

  to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 

 2to herald your love in the morning 

  and your faithfulness at night; 

 

 3on the psaltery, and on the lyre, 

  and to the melody of the harp. 

 4For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; 

  and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.    

 

 12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 

  and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 

 13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD 

  shall flourish in the courts of our God; 

 

 14they shall still bear fruit in old age; 

  they shall be green and succulent; 

 15that they may show how upright the LORD is, 

  my rock, in whom there is no injustice.  

 

SECOND READING     2 Corinthians 5:6-10  
 

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in 

the body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, 

we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home 

with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please 

him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each 

may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

A small group will be singing this selection from the choir loft.  Because of the 

Coronavirus, we ask the congregation to listen to the music and meditate on the words. 

 

GOSPEL         Mark 4:26-34 
 

The Gospel according to St. Mark, the 4th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

26Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 

ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and 

grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the 

head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes 

in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 
 

  30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 

parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the 

ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up 

and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the 

birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
 

  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to 

hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything 

in private to his disciples. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to you, O Christ.          Please be seated. 
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SERMON   
 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER    
 

Please stand as you are able.  

 
 

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 
Text:  Albert F. Bayley, 1901-1984   

Music:  BEACH SPRING,  The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns, 1985 
 

A small group will be singing this selection from the choir loft.   Because of the 

Coronavirus, we ask the congregation to listen to the music and meditate on the words 
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OUR RESPONSE 
GATHERING OF GIFTS     
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

Online giving is available at felcc.org 

 

ANTHEM        Special Music 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERTORY          Music: J.A. Fre ylinghausen 1670-1739 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER     

Let us pray.  God, our Creator, you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire 

of every living creature.  With these gifts we bless you for your tender 

nurture and care.  Help us to delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen.  
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SENDING 
BLESSING 
 

The blessing of God, who provides for us,  

feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve 
A small group will be singing this selection from the choir loft.  Because of the 

Coronavirus, we ask the congregation to listen to the music and meditate on the words. 
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DISMISSAL 
  

Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE    

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33504. Hymns reprinted by permission 

under One License #A-727079 and CCLI #11318988 
 

Please remember in your prayers … 
 

Thomas G. Burkey (7/1) Luzana Charles (6/26) Aloma Dawkins   

Pat Dent   Denise Heinbaugh (6/27) Mid Kramer   

Ann Lindner (7/12)  John Newcomer  Lynelle Nysetvold   

Mary Osmanski (7/1) Bev Rebok (6/25)  Dia Shumacher (7/1) 

Evelyn Scott    Joan Thorpe   James Warne    

Grace Williams   Chuck Yaukey (6/27) Olivia Richart (Military) 
 

CONFIRMATION CAMP  Please keep Christian Burkholder and Pastor 

Nicholson along with other confirmation students and pastors in prayer while they 

are at Camp Nawakwa this week.   
 

ATTENDANCE  June 6  32 In-person   

31 on-line x 2 = 62 (ELCA formula) 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS Prayers  Sally Herritt 

     Sound Board  Rose Wilson 

     Live Stream  Tim Gotwald 
 

LADIES BREAKFAST will be held at the Family Table (former CR Bucks) this 

Wednesday, June 16 at 8:30 a.m.  Call Janet Friend for directions 717-360-1977. 
 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP/PICNIC will be held Sunday June 27 at 10:45 a.m. at 

Greene Township Park, 900-1074 Elevator Street.  Price per person is $8, children 

under 12 are free.  Please make you reservation for food by June 14th. Sign up for 

the catered meal will be in Memorial Hall after worship on June 6th & 13th, or by 

calling Mary Beth Warne at (717) 372-8282.  You are welcome to attend worship 

only or bring your own lunch if that feels more safe for you. 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE July and August newsletters will be combined.  

The deadline for submissions is June 15. 
 

SPIRITRUST AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP Information for this drive is in 

your May newsletter. There are no meetings to attend, and you can give $1.00 or 

more to become a member.  Tudy Gates and Mary Beth McGraw-Warne are 

collecting donations for you to become a member and support SpiriTrust programs 

such as hospice and home care.  Thanks!  
 

BOOK DISCUSSION Starting the week of September 12, Joyce 

Ray will be leading a book discussion on the book: 

Thou Shalt Not Be a Jerk by Eugene Cho. It is a Christian's guide 

to engaging politics.  We will discuss a chapter a week. It is an 

easy read and we will have some great discussions and time to 

share our thoughts.  Please let Joyce know if you are interested and which day you 

prefer: Sundays during the Sunday School hour or Thursdays at 2 pm.  
 

COLLECTION OF QUARTERS   The Neighborhood Task Team is collecting 

quarters for future Laundry Events. If you have donations you may drop them off 

at the church office during office hours or you may drop your donations at either 

entry of the sanctuary. Thanks for your support of this ministry to our neighbors. 
 

2021 BACK TO  SCHOOL We are planning for 

our Back to School Event for elementary school 

children in our community. We are collecting 

pocket sized tissue packages, notebooks, crayons, 

markers, children’s scissors, pencil sharpeners and 

children’s books in good condition.  Items needed for ages 5 – 12: Girls briefs or 

boy shorts (no bikinis, low rise or hipsters) Girls camis in medium and large, Boys 

boxers or boxer briefs, low cut socks for boys and girls tee shirts and sweat pants 

for both boys and girls.   
 

BACK PACK PROGRAM May suggested items: graham or animal crackers, 

light popcorn, whole grain cereal, granola bars and cereal.  All items should be in 

individual size servings.  This provides weekend meals for students who may not 

have adequate meals at home. 
 


