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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

September is always a busy and exciting month.  On SEPTEMBER 12  we will have our worship 
services at 10:45 with Sunday School for children & adults and Confirmation Classes for 7th & 8th 
graders beginning at 9:30.  The Parish Life Committee is working diligently to provide coffee and 
donuts before Sunday School and on September 12, we will have lunch following worship.  What a 
wonderful time to gather together.  We hope you will be able to join us more regularly once again.  
Consider talking with Freda Dorand to join the Vocal Choir or the Rose Ringers Handbell Choir. 

In 1971, following the death of Minnie Stouffer in 1968, an estate gift of approximately $33,000 was 
given to the church by Minnie Stouffer.  She had designated in her will that 25% of her estate be 
given to First Lutheran for the sole purpose of sponsoring global missions.  This money was invested 
and through the years has been used.  Currently, we annually support ministry in the Konde Diocese 
with this gift.  In June the balance in this account has grown to over $400,000.   

This summer we have had requests from two  families to support them in global mission work. 

1.   Jon and Laurie Raber and their five young children (from Chambersburg) are going to Peru with 
the organization: “Peace and Hope International.”  “Peace and Hope International” is an organization 
that was started in the 1990’s by Christians in Peru who were working for peace in the face of violent 
internal armed conflict.  Today they continue to work alongside families and communities in poverty 
as they work to respond to violence.  They are in need of $50,000 sponsorship money to participate 
in this ministry and resettle their family.  First Lutheran’s Congregation Council voted to approve 
$15,000 to assist them with the finances as they share God’s love in Peru. 

The Rev. Jennifer and Deacon David Hope-Tringali of Tree of Life Lutheran Church in Harrisburg 
are already serving at “Tree 4 Hope” in Guatemala.  “Tree 4 Hope” provides a bright future of long-
term hope for children, elders, and their families in Guatemala and around the world through 
educational, health, and mental wellness outreach programs.  First Lutheran’s Congregation Council 
voted to approve $10,000 to assist them with the ministry programs in Guatemala as they share 
God’s love and hope. 

We are thrilled to be having Deacon David Hope-Tringali with 
us on September 12.  He will be preaching that day and during 
our lunch time, sharing a little more about the ministry with 
which he and his wife are involved.  We will present him with 
the check at this time. (pictured to the right) 

It is thanks to Minnie Stouffer and her desire over 50 years ago 
to share the message of Jesus Christ around the globe, that we 
are able to share these gifts of support with others.  What a 
legacy!  What a gift!   

I look forward to seeing you again this fall.  At the time of writing this, masks remain optional.  
Please be considerate of the children worshiping with us who are not eligible for a vaccine yet. 

Pastor Jane Nicholson 
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September 5  9:30 Worship with Holy Communion 
 

September 12  10:45 Worship.  Deacon David Hope-Tringali (missionary in Guatemala)  
   preaching 
 

September 19  10:45 Worship with Holy Communion 
 

September 26  10:45 Worship 
 

October 3  10:45 Worship with Holy Communion.  In-gathering of quilts, school kits,  
   layettes, sewing kits, and health kits.  Land and Seasons liturgy. 
 

October 10  10:45 Worship.  Harvest Home Sunday. 
 

October 17  10:45 Worship with Holy Communion.  Bishop James (Jim) Dunlop Preaching 
 

October 24  10:45 Worship 
 

October 31  10:45 Worship with Holy Communion.  Reformation Sunday.  Reception of 
   anticipated giving cards. 

Greetings to our First Church Family! 
 

The summer has seemed to roll by and here we are ready to get the 

fall rolling with music.  I invite anyone interested in playing handbells 

(or learning how to—if you can identify 2 colors—you got it made) to 

talk to me or a bell member about joining us.  We try to play at least 

one Sunday a month. 
 

We have a wonderful adult choir and can always find a seat for 

you there .  The focus will be to have the choir lead the 

congregation each week and to provide an anthem for that 

day.  The 4th Sundays will be for a special music piece during 

worship. If you would like to offer a talent on the 4th Sunday, 

that can be arranged. 
 

We will start rehearsing on Sept. 9 with the following schedule: 
 

6pm—Rose Ringer Handbell Choir 

7pm—Adult Choir 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 

Freda 

Following the September 12 Autumn Welcome Back Worship Service  

a luncheon will be served in Fellowship Hall at 11:45.   

Please join your church family for fellowship. 
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SEPTEMBER 12   HAPPENINGS 

 

9:15 Coffee and Donut Fellowship 
 

9:30 Sunday School  
 

3 year old through 6th grade Second floor education building 

Teachers:  Mary Gotwald and Nicki Johnson 
 

Confirmation classes (gr 7-8) Meeting Room #2- first floor 

Teacher:  Pastor Nicholson 
 

High School    Second floor education building 

Teacher:  Gerry Wilson 
 

Adult classes    Parlor – first floor education bldg. 

Teacher: Tim Gotwald 
 

*Thank you to our teachers who have offered their time and talents in sharing 

God’s message with us.  This takes a good amount of preparation each week.  

Please support them in their work with your prayers and attendance. 
 

10:45 Worship 
 

ELCA Deacon David Hope-Tringali along with his wife, Jennifer are 

missionaries in Guatemala.   David will be preaching and  

highlighting God’s ministry with which they are working.  Our 

congregation will be presenting a check to him from the Minnie 

Stouffer Estate (received in 1971) to help support God’s work in that 

area of our world. 
 

11:45 Lunch in the Fellowship Hall with a short presentation from David Hope-

Tringali and a time to answer questions as well as reconnect with our First 

Lutheran Friends after an extended time apart. 
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Dearest Friends and Members of First Lutheran, 

What a wonderful surprise!  It is a great honor to be serving God in ministry for 25 
years and how blessed I have been to be serving here with you for seven of  them.  
The lunch following worship, the flowers, and the vase are beautiful.   

The cards that were given are inspiring.  Thank you for the time and energy that so 
many people put into planning this special day.  I especially appreciate the prayers; 
during worship, at the meal, and those prayed by each of you daily for the work of 
ministry in this place.  May God continue his work through us all in the next 
quarter century.    

In humbled appreciation,   

Pastor Nicholson 

Pastor Nicholson’s  

25th Anniversary of Ordination 

 

A surprise party was quietly planned for Pastor Nicholson on August 15.  Because it was 

a surprise, not everyone was aware it was happening.  You are welcome to share your 

best wishes with Pastor Nicholson at any time.  We are thankful for her presence with us. 
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July Council Highlights:   
 

Property Committee: Additional cameras for the security  are in the “pipeline for 

installation”.   Emergency generator is on order.  Rooms vacated by SpiriTrust 

Counseling need to be repainted and have window coverings replaced. The AC unit for 

the secretary’s office has been replaced at a cost of $3980. An AC system will be installed 

in pastor’s office and meeting rooms #1 and #2.  The chairs in meeting room #1 have 

been updated.  
 

Long Range Planning Follow-up:  Pastor is looking for suggestions/ideas to 

rejuvenate our members in light of the past Covid restrictions, possibly having a Rally 

Day or kick-off event on September 12. Coffee and donuts prior to the Sunday School 

hour will begin again on September 12. Evangelism Committee is looking into a digital 

or more noticeable signage for the front of the church.  
 

Deacon’s Report:  Looking for handbell choir members.  The joint handbell festival 

typically held early December will be held on May 1, 2022. A children’s choir is a 

possibility for this fall. 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

August Council Highlights:   

Social Missions:  Council approved the financial support of Global Missionaries, Jon 

and Laurie Raber and their family, moving to Peru in the amount of $15,000. Jon will 

have an administrative position with Peace and Hope Ministries.  Laurie will establish 

an English learning program to minister to young rape victims at a shelter in Peru.  The 

Raber family is native to Chambersburg. 
 

Council approved the financial support of Global Missionaries, David and Jennifer Hope-

Tringali in Guatemala.  They are from the Harrisburg area and are both rostered 

ministers in the ELCA.  They have founded Tree 4 Hope Ministry in Guatemala.  David 

will be at First Lutheran on September 12 and will be sharing more about their 

missionary work.  The check for $10,000 will be presented to him when he is here. 
 

The money approved for these ministries comes from the Minnie Stouffer Endowment 

Fund (established in the early 1970’s) which is dedicated per her will  “for the support of 

foreign missionaries.” 
 

Worship Committee is exploring ways to improve the livestream experience, for those 

using it, but primarily for those running the equipment. 
 

Congregational Discernment  Pastor Nicholson proposed that as a congregation we 

explore God’s calling to us as the people of God.  She asked that the council have 

conversations with congregational members about God’s current call to us in this place 

and what we might be doing in the future as we lean into following this call.  This will 

be discussed further at future meetings. 



6 

 

Give and Take Box  
There are people from the community who regularly put food in the box as well as 

our team filling it with personal care items 3 times a week. Items are quickly 

removed by our neighbors. The cub scouts of First Lutheran are now filling the 

box once per week when they are attending meetings.  Thanks to the scouts and 

their leaders for wanting to serve our neighbors and First Lutheran by placing items in the 

box.  You may place donations directly in the box or in the crate labeled “Give and Take 

Box” which is located in Memorial Hall by the office door. 

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our community 

A special offering will be received at the Sept. 9 

meeting to be sent to the synod Women of the 

ELCA for the annual convention offering.   

Also, gift cards are welcome to help support 

students at the United Lutheran Seminary in 

Gettysburg.  These cards enable students to 

“purchase” items at their Food Pantry, and 

assist in meeting the high expenses of living at 

the Seminary. 

MEGA EVENT  - NOVEMBER 6, 2021 

The NTT is collecting new and used items for the Mega Event. Here 
is a list of what we are collecting: winter coats for men, women and 
children, hats, scarves, mittens/gloves, winter clothing for men, 
women and children, shoes, boots, socks, books (children’s and 
religious/devotional for children and adults), washcloths/ bath towels 
and blankets/bedding.  Please wash all items before donating them. 
This year we are adding adult underwear (new and brief style only).  

The collection will begin on September 1 and run through October 
17th. Drop off is in Memorial Hall in the designated bins. Please tell 
your family and friends about this chance to donate unused or 
outgrown items. The coats for children are a big need. This is our 
opportunity to help our neighbors be comfortable through the winter and a chance for us to share 
God’s love. First Lutheran is partnering with Trinity Lutheran and St. Luke Lutheran in our efforts 
to bless our community.  

Thanks be to God who is working through all of us. If  your have questions or need help in 
delivering a donation to First, contact  Mary Gotwald at 717-264-4759. 

   WELCA 
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The women will continue 

supporting their service project of 

collecting single-serving items for 

backpacks that will be 

distributed to children in 

elementary schools in the area.  Each 

month suggested items may be dropped off 

at the church, to be picked up by the 

Healthy Communities organization for 

their distribution.  All members  of the 

Congregation are invited to join in this 

effort.  Suggested items for September 

are graham or animal crackers, light 

popcorn, whole grain cereal, granola 

bars and individual cereal boxes. 

The Women’s  

Fellowship Breakfast  
will be on  

Wednesday September 15, at  

8:30 a.m. at Family Table 
 

ALL LADIES ARE WELCOME. 

School, Personal Care & Baby Care Kit items are now being collected.  The following are 

needed: bath size bars of soap,  toothbrushes, baby socks, gowns or sleepers without feet, 

ballpoint pens, black/blue ink pens, 70 sheet notebooks   A list of items and a collection box 

will be available outside the office by the poster.  Thank you for being a part of this Lutheran 

World Relief Project.  

All women of the 

church are 

invited to the 

Bible study on 

“Joy” which will 

be led by Joyce 

Ray.  It will be 

held on Thursday, September 9 at 1:30 

p.m. in the meeting room.  Refreshments 

will be served.  The arrangement of only 

one monthly meeting for all women will 

be the format for future meetings, 

instead of meeting in circles.   

The annual Fall Retreat at Camp 

Hebron will be held on Oct. 29, 30 

and 31, and registration is due by 

September 13.  The key-note 

speaker will be the Rev. Angela 

Zimmann and her topic will be 

“Our Lutheran Sisters in 

Jerusalem.”   Pastor Zimmann has 

spent some time in Jerusalem and 

will speak of her experiences. 

    WELCA 
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STEWARDSHIP 

Thank You 

Women of ELCA! 

Thank you so much for the lovely card and May basket filled 

with good treats and flowers. 
 

Thanks to Liz Maffett for delivering it.  Appreciate all of you! 
 

Thanks to church family for your precious prayers for my 

children. 
 

With Love, 

Marilyn Yaukey 

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 

There is a wonderful mythical law of nature that the 

three things we crave most in life – happiness, 

freedom and peace of mind – are always attained by 

giving them to someone else. 

The 2021 wildfire season is devastating the western United States. A prolonged drought 
and extreme heat waves are causing wildfires to spread rapidly, which makes them 
difficult to contain. California is currently the hardest-hit state — the Dixie Fire, in 
Northern California, is already the second largest wildfire in the state’s history, having 
burned over 505,000 acres. Tens of thousands of people are under evacuation orders, and 
hundreds of buildings have been destroyed. 
 

The fires are not limited to California; more than 100 wildfires are now burning throughout 15 states. 
Smoke from these fires is carried across the country, a sign of the far-reaching effects of worsening 
wildfires. 
 

Lutheran Disaster Response is working with synods and social ministry organizations in California 
and other western states to develop a coordinated response to the wildfires. We anticipate that 
immediate needs will include food and other necessities. Long-term recovery will likely take years. 
Because emotional and spiritual care is a key aspect of disaster response, the Sierra Pacific Synod is 
developing a Lutheran Chaplaincy Corps, training rostered leaders and laypeople to offer such care to 
first responders and survivors after a disaster. 
 

100 % of your gifts will support wildfire survivors. You may make checks payable to First Lutheran 
Church and in the memo line write “Lutheran Disaster Response – wildfires.”  
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Book Discussion starting on Thursday September 16 at 2 p.m., Joyce Ray 

will be leading a book discussion on the book:  Thou Shalt Not Be a Jerk 

by Eugene Cho.  It is a Christian’s guide to engage politics.  We will 

discuss a chapter a week.  It is an easy rea and we will have some great discussions 

and time to share our thoughts.  Please read introduction and Chapter 1 for the first 

meeting.  Please leave Joyce know if you need a book. 

Dear Mr. Gotwald, Pastor Jane, Staff 

and Members of First Lutheran, 

Thank you for your letter of support 

and encouragement.  It has been a joy 

and honor to partner with the 

congregation at First Lutheran.  These 

past 30 years.   Your hospitality and 

generosity has been a blessing to me, 

our staff,  and clients.   

Blessings, 

Dr. Bob Skelly 

Hi Pastor Nicholson, 

First of all—thank you for continuing to 

send me the newsletter.  I enjoy reading 

about the church activities and all my 

friends back in Chambersburg. 

Please give my good wishes to the 

congregation— no 

matter where I live 

First Lutheran will 

always be my home. 

Love, 

Colleen Koslick 

Thank You 

Announcements 
PREGNANCY MINISTRIES, INC. has a full-time paid position 

becoming available for Executive Director.  For more information, 

call 267-3738 or send inquiry to Pregnancy Ministries, Inc., P.O. 

Box 941, Chambersburg, PA 17201 Attn:  Linda Barr or e-mail 

lbpmi@pa.net. 

My thanks to the ELCA for the bud vase received while in the hospital and for 

the phone calls and visit from Pastor Nicholson. 

I am truly blessed to be back and enjoying the love and friendship of First 

Lutheran. 

With Gratitude, 

Peggy Stout 

mailto:lbpmi@pa.net
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Due to Cheryl’s 

vacation the 

deadline for the 

October 

Newsletter will be 

September 8. 

Announcements 

Trinity 

Lutheran will 

begin a 13-week 

grief support 

group on 

Thursday, 

November 11.  You may register by 

calling the office at Trinity 

Lutheran (717-263-8156). 

St. Paul United Methodist Women  

are sponsoring a 

giant yard sale to 

benefit missions on 

Thursday, September 

9, from 8:00 AM – 

7:00 PM (extended 

evening hours on 

Thursday only), Friday , September 10, 

from 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM, and 

 Saturday, September 11, from 8:00 AM 

– noon.  The sale will be held in the 

Family Life Center of the church 

located at 750 Norland Avenue, 

Chambersburg, PA.  

In addition to lots of yard sale 

“treasures,” there will be clothing, 

collectibles, household items, 

electronics, sporting goods, books, toys, 

and more.  Pap’s Dog Stop Hotdogs and 

Sausages Cart will be on site Thursday 

and Friday.  

Yard sale proceeds will be distributed to 

many local missions and other missions 

administered through the United 

Methodist Women organization.  

Questions may be directed to Linda 

Strickler at 717-263-4975.  

ANNUAL 

CELEBRATION & 

FUNDRAISING 

DINNER  
 

To benefit Pregnancy Ministries, 
Inc. will be held at Antrim BIC 
Church, 24 Kauffman Rd., 
Chambersburg PA  17202 on 
October 14, 2021 at 6:15 p.m.  
Special guest speaker will be 
Clair Culwell, an International 
Pro Life Speaker and author of 
Survivor:  An Abortion 
Survivor’s Surprising Story of 
choosing Forgiveness and 
Finding Redemption.  Seats are 
free, but please RSVP to reserve 
your spot.  Go online at 
pregnancy ministries, org/events 
or call 717-267-3738. 
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HOSPITALIZATION 
 

 

 
 

If someone you know from our church 

is hospitalized please  

contact Pastor Nicholson  

to let her know by calling  

717-264-2015 ext.4 or email  

flcpastor@outlook.com. If this is an 

emergency—feel free to  

contact Pastor Nicholson at home  

717-753-3940. 

Council 
 

President: Tim Gotwald 

Vice President:  Tom Kriner 

Secretary:  Rose Wilson 

Pastor:  Jane Nicholson 

Deacon: Freda Dorand 

Jeff Dorand 

Barb Evans 

Warren Heintzelman 

Mary Beth McGraw-Warne 

Joyce Ray 

Tedd Sloan 

Gerry Wilson 

Treasurer:  Sally Herritt 

Financial Secretary:  Carol McCoy  

HELPING HANDS 

 

TRANSPORTATION 

Need a Ride? 
 

 

Our church provides transportation to 

church on Sundays!   

Please call if you need a ride.   

Church office:  717-264-2015 

Ann Kmiecik 9/1 Patti Plasterer 9/17 

Gabriel Dubs 9/2 Charles Kampmeyer 9/18 

Timothy Gotwald 9/3 Sandra Drake 9/19 

James Warne 9/5 Bill DeHass 9/21 

Benjamin Yaukey 9/9 Brian McKenrick 9/21 

Kenneth Shearer 9/11 Justin Holoviak 9/22 

Angela Cody 9/12 Paige Massimilla 9/24 

Kathy Shoop 9/12 Gerry Wilson 9/25 

Strauss Vinson 9/12 Aria Lensbower 9/26 

William Huber 9/13 Bonnie Huber 9/28 

Wanda Forrester 9/14 Gertrude Kampmeyer 9/28 

Jane Love 9/14 Shirley Shaner 9/28 

Leonard Carbaugh 9/16 Carol McCoy 9/30 

PRAYER CHAIN 

May we include you in our prayers? 

Do you have a prayer need that we 

can help you with? If so, please call 

our prayer–chain group leader:  
 

Marcia Hunt  
 

717-263-0781 
 

Names are kept on the prayer chain 

for 1 month. After that month, 

please contact the office again if you 

would like to have a name on for 

another month. 

September Birthdays  
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Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 CHURCH OFFICE 717-264-2015 

Parish Administrator ext. 1 

Director of Music ext. 3  

Pastor ext. 4 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

43 W. Washington Street 
Chambersburg, PA  17201 
E-mail:  felccoffice@gmail.com 
Website:  www.felcc.org 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 

@felccyouth 

Join us on Sunday, September 12  

Autumn Welcome Back 
 

 9:15  Coffee and Donut Fellowship  

 9:30  Sunday School for All Ages 

 10:45  Worship with Missionary David Hope-Tringali   (Tree 4 Hope)  

 11:45  Lunch For All 


