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Welcome to Worship 
 

It is a joy to have you here at worship with us today.  

We especially remember those who are not able to be with us this morning  

and keep them in our prayers.  

 

For the safety of all, we recommend throughout the worship service  

that you please wear your face mask.  

During the times of worship when the congregation is not speaking 

you are welcome to remove your mask if that is more comfortable for you. 

 

If you are in need of a mask, please let our ushers know.  

 

The Coronavirus spreads easily through singing,  

so under the advisement of CDC guidelines,  

we are not having congregational singing during worship.  

 

Visitors are invited to pick up a Visitor’s Packet as you leave worship today.  

Thank you for joining us this morning!  

We are blessed by your presence.  

 

Children are always welcome in church.  

 

Large print bulletins for today’s worship are available.  

Feel free to ask an usher if interested.  
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GATHERING 
 

WELCOME  
 

PRELUDE :   
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God our comforter:  like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 

Free us from our sin, gracious God. 

Listen when we call out to you for help. 

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Amen. 
 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.  Amen. 
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When Morning Gilds the Skies 
 

A small group of people will be singing all hymns from the choir loft.  

Because of the Coronavirus,  

we ask the congregation to listen to the music and meditate on the words. 
 

1 When morning gilds the skies, 

 my heart awaking cries: 

 may Jesus Christ be praised! 

 When evening shadows fall, 

 this rings my curfew call: 

 may Jesus Christ be praised! 

 

3 No lovelier antiphon 

 in all high heav'n is known 

 than "Jesus Christ be praised!" 

 There to the eternal Word 

 the eternal psalm is heard: 

 oh, Jesus Christ be praised! 

 

5 Sing, sun and stars of space, 

 sing, all who see his face, 

 sing, "Jesus Christ be praised!" 

 God's whole creation o'er, 

 today and evermore 

 shall Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt. 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace 

with you. Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear 

the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

WORD  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

PSALM        Psalm 19:7-11, 14 

 

 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 

  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 

 

 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 

  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 

 9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 

  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

 

 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 

  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
 

 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 

  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 

 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be  

        acceptable in your sight,  O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia.   

Your word, O Lord, is truth; sanctify us in the truth.   

Alleluia.  (John 17:7) 
 

GOSPEL        Mark 9:38-50 

 

The Gospel according to St Mark the 9th chapter.    

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
38John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, 

and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do 

not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon 

afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is not against us is for us. 41For truly I 

tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of 

Christ will by no means lose the reward. 

 

  42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who 

believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around 

your neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43If your hand causes you to stumble, 

cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go 

to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it 

off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown 

into hell. 47And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to 

enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown 

into hell, 48where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 

 

  49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost its 

saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one 

another.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON    

 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.  
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Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart 

 
A small group of people will be singing all hymns from the choir loft. 

Because of the Coronavirus, 

we ask the congregation to listen to the music and meditate on the words. 
 

 

1 Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; 

 wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 

 stoop to my weakness, strength to me impart, 

 and make me love you as I ought to love. 

 

3 Have you not bid me love you, God and King; 

 all, all your own, soul, heart, and strength, and mind? 

 I see your cross; there teach my heart to cling. 

 Oh, let me seek you and, oh, let me find! 

 
Text: George Croly, 1780-1860 

 

OUR RESPONSE 

 

GATHERING OF GIFTS     
 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

Online giving is available at felcc.org 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER      
 

God of abundance, accept the gifts you have first given us.  

Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so 

dearly;  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;   

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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BLESSING 
 

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.   

Amen. 

Lord Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 
A small group of people will be singing all hymns from the choir loft.  Because of the 

Coronavirus, we ask the congregation to listen to the music and meditate on the words. 
 

1 Lord, dismiss us with your blessing,   3  Savior, when your love shall call us 

fill our hearts with joy and peace;       from our struggling pilgrim way, 

 let us each, your love possessing        let no fear of death appall us, 

 triumph in redeeming grace.         glad your summons to obey. 

Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us,         May we ever, may we ever 

 trav'ling through this wilderness.        reign with you in endless day. 
 

Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt. 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Reprinted 

by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33504. Hymns reprinted by permission under One License 

#A-727079 and CCLI #11318988 

 

 

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God in honor of our 68th 

Wedding Anniversary by Pauline & John Shearer. 

Please remember in your prayers … 
 

Healing: Bobby Beard (10/23), Gloria Dorsett (10/11),  

Gloria Hammond (10/23),  Denise Heinbaugh (10/23),  

Ian Jones (10/23) Bev Rebok (10/5),  James Warne,   

Chuck Yaukey (10/20)  
 

 

Long Term Care: Pat Dent, Mid Kramer, John Newcomer, Evelyn Scott,  

Joan Thorpe,  Grace Williams    
 

Military:    Olivia Richart, Tawny & Brad Arnold 

Military Prisoners: Trevor Reed, Paul Whelan 
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ATTENDANCE  September 19    In-person  52 

 12 on-line x 2 =  24 (ELCA formula) 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS Prayers  Dia Schumacher 

     Sound Board  Bob Lawyer 

     Live Stream   

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST 

September 26-October 3 
Sunday 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

10:45 a.m. Worship  
 

Monday       7:00 p.m.  Visioning/Discernment Group 

7:00 p.m. Scouts 
 

Tuesday 7:00 p.m.  Scouts 
 

Wednesday 9:30 a.m.  Quilting 
 

  Thursday 2:00 p.m. Book Discussion 
 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

10:45 a.m. Worship w/Communion 

  In-Gathering and Blessing 
 

HARVEST HOME   Sunday October 10.  We are collecting food and financial 

contributions for the Meals on Wheels Program.  Donations may be brought to the 

sanctuary.  Please place monetary contributions in an envelope marked for Meals 

on Wheels.   The following food items are needed: medium noodles, macaroni, 

spaghetti and spaghetti sauce, canned fruit, cake mixes, cake frosting, ketchup, 

canned vegetables, low salt chicken broth, cookies and grapenut cereal. 
 

VISIONING DISCERNMENT TIME September 27 at 7:00 p.m.  You are 

invited to a time of discerning a vision for the ministry opportunities of First 

Lutheran Church.  This conversation is open to all members who have an interest.  

We will begin with conversation and making sure we pause to listen to God’s 

direction in this time and place for our congregation and our surrounding 

community.  Contact Pastor Nicholson and Tim Gotwald with any questions. 
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LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE is collecting money for victims of 

earthquakes, hurricanes, wildfires, and flooding.  100 % of your gifts will support 

victims of these and other natural disasters. You may make checks payable to First 

Lutheran Church and in the memo line write “Lutheran Disaster Response.” 
 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL  First Lutheran is in need of persons who are 

willing to serve on the Congregation Council for the years 2022 through 2024.  

Please pray about serving in this leadership capacity.  If you are feeling called to 

serve on our governing body or would like more information, please speak with 

Tom Kriner, Tim Gotwald, or Pastor Nicholson.     
 

13-WEEK GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP will begin on Thursday, November 11 at 

Trinity Lutheran.  Register by calling Trinity Lutheran (717-263-8156). 
 

CHAMBERSBURG AREA CROP WALK  October 17 

beginning at 1:30 p.m.  Commences from Central 

Presbyterian Church and follows a 2 ½ mile route encircling 

the downtown area.  Come by the church office to pick up 

materials.  If you would like to financially support the 

walkers and help stop hunger in our community and world, please make checks 

payable to “Church World Services” and drop them off in the church office.  

Money raised will help the hungry around the world, including those at the 

Chambersburg Area Food Pantry and the Salvation Army.  

 

SCHOOL BACKPACK PROGRAM Collecting in September:   

graham or animal crackers, light popcorn, whole grain cereal, granola 

bars and individual cereal boxes.  Thank you for your contributions. 
 

ADULT BOOK STUDY RETREAT October 5-7 at Nawakwa.   

Registration fee: $150.  Lodging and meals provided.  Please call 717-677-8211 or 

visit www.LutheranCamping.org to register by September 24.  Books to read are: 

 

1. Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis by J.D. Vance 

2. Appalachian Reckoning: A Region Responds to Hillbilly Elegy by Anthony 

Harkins 

3. At Home in the Heart of Appalachia by John O’Brien 

4. What you are Getting Wrong about Appalachia by Elizabeth Catte 
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM MEGA EVENT November 6.  Needed: 

- winter coats for men, women and ESPECIALLY CHILDREN 

- hats, scarves, mittens/gloves 

- winter clothing for men, women and children 

- shoes, boots, socks  

- books (children’s and religious/devotional for adults)  

- washcloths/ bath towels and blankets/bedding   

- adult underwear (new - brief style only) 

Please wash all items before donating them. Bring items from September 1 to  

October 17. Drop off in designated bins in Memorial Hall.  Please tell family and 

friends about this chance to donate unused or outgrown items. Let’s help our 

neighbors be warm throughout the winter by sharing God’s love.   Contact Mary 

Gotwald at 717-264-4759 with questions or if help is needed dropping off items.  
 

SCHEDULED WORK DAYS FOR THE NOV 6, 2021 MEGA EVENT 

October 4  Upstairs storage/quilters room 9-11 am 

October 18  Upstairs storage/quilters room 9-11 am 

November 4  Set up Day in Fellowship Hall 1 pm 

Additional work days may need to be scheduled as we get closer to the event. 
 

 

FALL FOLIAGE EVENT AT NAWAKWA for all ages.  Sunday, October 24.  

Includes Pumpkin Painting, Apple Butter 

Boil, Hayrides, Hiking, and more!.  Bring 

your family and friends to camp for a fall 

afternoon from 1 to 6 p.m.  An evening 

meal will be provided.  Registration is 

$10/person.  Please register by Friday, 

October 15. Call 717-677-8211 or visit 

LutheranCamping.org to register. 

 

 THE GIVE AND TAKE BOX When you are out shopping, 

please pick up a few personal care items to share.  Needed items 

include shampoo, deodorant, tissues, toothpaste and brushes, 

hand soap, body soap, laundry detergent, dish detergent, band 

aids, toilet paper. Thank you for your care and concern for those 

who need our support.  
 


