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Welcome to Worship 
 

It is a joy to have you here at worship with us today.  

We especially remember those who are not able to be with us this morning  

and keep them in our prayers.  
 

For the safety of all, we ask that throughout the worship service  

you please wear your face mask.  
 

If you are in need of a mask, please let our ushers know.  
 

Visitors are invited to pick up a Visitor’s Packet as you leave worship today.  

Thank you for joining us this morning!  

We are blessed by your presence.  
 

Children are always welcome in church.  
 

Large print bulletins for today’s worship are available.  

Feel free to ask an usher if interested.  
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GATHERING 
 

WELCOME  
 

PRELUDE    
 

CALL TO WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, 

who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things.  Amen. 

 

By the tender mercy of our God, 

The dawn from on high will break upon us. 

 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord. 

Instill in us a yearning to seek your presence in each other. 

 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord. 

Quicken us to help all people feel welcomed and supported. 

 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord. 

Rouse us to care for one another, friend and stranger alike. 

 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord. 

Inspire us to be your handiwork in the world. 

 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord. 

Fill us with a holy hunger for a just world where all are fed. 

 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord. 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord. 

 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your Son. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come! 
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A small group of people will be singing the first hymn from the choir loft.   

Because of the Coronavirus, we ask the congregation to listen to the music 

 and meditate on the words. 
 

People, Look East 
 

1   People, look east. The time is near  

of the crowning of the year. 

 Make your house fair as you are able, 

 trim the hearth and set the table. 

 People, look east, and sing today— 

 Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

 
Text: Eleanor E. Farjeon, 1881-1965 

Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates. 
 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert 

us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of 

justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.   

Amen. 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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WORD  
 

FIRST READING      Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 
14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made 

to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will 

cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will 

live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our 

righteousness.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING     1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before 

our God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see 

you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 

  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 

you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another 

and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your 

hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the 

coming of our Lord.   

 

The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

Alleluia. Stand up and raise your heads— 

your redemption is drawing near. Alleluia. (Luke 21:28) 
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GOSPEL        Luke 21:25-36 
 

The Gospel according to St Luke, the 21st chapter.   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said: 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the 

earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.  
26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world,  

for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man 

coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to 

take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 

near. 

 

  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon 

as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already 

near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the 

kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 

all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 

not pass away. 

 

  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 

unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 

whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 

escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.    

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
 

SERMON 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC    Renew Us   by Frombach/Lantz  
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Our Response 
GATHERING OF GIFTS     

 

Returning our thanks to God with our offering is a regular part of our worship.    

To reduce the odds of spreading the coronavirus, 

we have placed the offering plates at the entrances of our worship space. 

You are encouraged to present your gifts to God as you leave worship today 

or give online at www.FELCC.org . 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER      
 

Let us pray.  God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts 

and our lives to the service of all your people.  Prepare our hearts for your 

coming, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.  Amen. 
 

CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.    

Amen. 

 
 

BLESSING 
 

God of hope, fill us with all joy and peace in believing. 

In the name of the Father, and the (+) Son, and the Holy Spirit.   

Amen. 

 
 

With your face masks on, the congregation is invited to sing the closing hymn. 
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My Lord, What a Morning 
Text:  African American spiritual      Music:  BURLEIGH, African American spiritual 
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DISMISSAL 

 

The days are surely coming, go in peace, prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 POSTLUDE 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33504. Hymns reprinted by permission under One License #A-727079 and 

CCLI #11318988 

 

 

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God in 

 loving memory of Mary Virginia Baer. 

 
 

 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers … 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Healing: Dee Bean (12/8), Verdeen Beaver (12/20), Esther Beaver (12/20), 

Ruth Blair (12/2), Donna Dorand (12/8), Gloria Dorsett (12/11), 

Kerry Hammer (12/9),Gloria Hammond (12/20),  

Denise Heinbaugh (12/23), Tedd Sloan (12/2),  

Marsellina Smith (12/2), Donna Synder (12/5), 

Jeff Vanderbush (12/2), James Warne, Chuck Yaukey (12/20) 
 

Grief:  The Family of Ruth Cramer 
 

Long Term Care: Pat Dent, Fred Jacobs, Mid Kramer, John Newcomer,  

Evelyn Scott, Joan Thorpe, Grace Williams    
 

Military:    Amanda Hammer, Olivia Richart, Tawny & Brad Arnold 
 

Military Prisoners: Trevor Reed, Paul Whelan 
 

ATTENDANCE  November 21   57 In-person   

   6 on-line x 2 = 12 (ELCA formula) 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS  

Guest Pastor      Justin Holoviak 

Prayers & Lector     Dia Schumacher 
     Advent Candle Lighter   Coleton Rankin 

     Soundboard      Marlin & Karen Maclay 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST 
 

November 28 to December 5 
 

 Sunday 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

 10:45 a.m. Worship – First Sunday of Advent 
 

Monday       8:00 a.m. Brown Bag 

1:00 p.m. Advent Bible Study 

  7:00 p.m. Worship & Music 

7:00 p.m. Scouts 

 

Tuesday 8:00 a.m. Brown Bag 

7:00 p.m.  Scouts 

 

Wednesday 9:30 a.m.  Quilting 
    

Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship w/Communion 
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POINSETTIAS FOR WORSHIP  If you would like to donate a red 

poinsettia for Christmas worship, please return the enclosed form with 

money to the church office by Tuesday, November 30. 
 

 

 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY  Because of Bethlehem:  Love is Born.  Hope is 

Here.   By Max Lucado.  This four session video Bible study 

explores how God chose to make himself nothing and come into 

our world.  Jesus’ birth gives us the promise that God is always 

near us, always for us, and always within us.  Join us on Monday at 

1:00 p.m.  (November 29, December 6, 13, and 20) as we pause to 

remember God’s gift of love and hope.  Meeting Room 2, 

facilitated by Pastor Nicholson.  Please let Pastor Nicholson know 

if you would like to join this group 717-264-2015.  The books for this class may 

be picked up in the church office.  
 

ADVENT CALENDARS   Advent Calendars are available on the table by the 

elevator on the first floor.  Please help yourself and take one to share with 

neighbors or family.  Advent begins today, November 28. 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for the January Newsletter will be December 6. 
 

ELCA ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TEA  All women of the church 

are invited to  the December 9th meeting of the Women of the ELCA. 

Various types of tea and baked goodies will be served in special tea 

china.  Entertainment will follow the refreshments.  The event begins 

at 1:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall. 

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH The Women’s Breakfast Fellowship will 

be having a Christmas Lunch on December 15 at the Family Table 

at 12:00.  We do need a count of those able to attend so please call 

Janet Friend (717 360 1977) if you are able to attend.  All ladies of 

the church are invited for lunch and fellowship with one another. 
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PLEASE HELP SHARE CHRISTMAS WITH OUR MEMBERS  
First Lutheran would again like to deliver poinsettias to members who are 

unable to attend church services. If you would be willing to drive to 

several homes of members of First Lutheran or to a facility to drop off 

poinsettias and a Christmas card from the church, please contact Tim or 

Mary Gotwald at 717-264-4759 or sign up on the bulletin board.  The 

Gotwalds will then contact you. You will be able to choose where/whom 

you want to deliver to and when you want to pick up the cards and 

poinsettias for delivery. Delivery Weekend will be Saturday, December 18 through 

Monday, December 20.  Speak with the Gotwalds for more information.  
 

CHRISTMAS DONATION-DISCRETIONARY FUND  

During this season of Advent (as well as throughout the year) 

we collect money for the Discretionary Fund.  This money is 

used to assist people with housing, utility bills and other 

emergency needs.  We have had many requests for help in 

November and thanks to your generosity, we have been able 

to help many persons.  If you would like to donate to the 

fund during this season of giving, please make checks payable to First Lutheran 

and write in the memo line “Discretionary Fund.” Thank you. 
 
  

 CHRISTMAS CANTATA The First Lutheran Choir will 

be leading our worship on Sunday, December 19 with a 

beautiful musical rendition of the birth of our Lord.  Join us 

at 10:45 and invite your neighbors to join us on this special 

morning filled with music glorifying God.  
 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP will be at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, 

December 24.  We will have Holy Communion as we come together 

to hear the story of the Birth of our Lord in a stable and light our 

candles while hearing the familiar tune of Silent Night.  We hope 

you will be able to join us. 
  

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP   Join us on 

Christmas morning to celebrate the birth of our Savior.  

The time of worship is 9:30 a.m. and Holy Communion 

will be served.  Come and praise the Lord! 
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ANNUAL REPORTS from the committees and staff are due to the church office  

by Monday, January 3, 2022. 
 

SHE’S SOMEBODY’S DAUGHTER (SSD) are renting the 

office space off the chapel.  They are a non-profit social 

service whose goal is to “bring to light how sexual exploitation 

takes place in our communities and what we can do to change 

the narrative for those who have been impacted”.  Andrea 

Myers, the executive director, has been invited to speak to the 

congregation at the annual meeting in January.  SSD has some specific needs for their 

space in First, which include folding chairs, shelving units, and several desks.  The items 

needed will cost about $500.  This is our goal to provide these items for SSD’s office 

space in our building through monetary gifts.  Donations will be accepted until February 

14, 2022.   Checks may be made to She’s Somebody's Daughter and placed in the 

offering plate or sent to the church office.  You may use the envelope provided in the 

newsletter or pick one up in Memorial Hall.  If you would like to speak to someone about 

the work this agency does,  Joyce Ray is a SSD volunteer or go to their web page:  

http://www.shessomebodysdaughter.org or email them at 

info@shessomebodysdaughter.org. 

 

GIVE AND TAKE BOX There are people from the community who regularly 

put food in the box as well as our team filling it with personal care items 3 times a 

week. Items are quickly removed by our neighbors. The cub scouts of First 

Lutheran are now filling the box once per week when they are attending meetings.  

Thanks to the scouts and their leaders for wanting to serve our neighbors and First 

Lutheran by placing items in the box.  You may place donations directly in the box 

or in the crate labeled “Give and Take Box” which is located in Memorial Hall by 

the office door. 
 

THE BACKPACK PROGRAM is designed to help meet the 

nutritional needs of children at risk of hunger during non-school hours, 

specifically weekends and holidays. Through this program, 

participating kids will be given special backpacks once each week that 

will be filled with non-perishable food which can be used to meet their 

weekend nutritional needs.  In December fat free sugar free pudding 

cups and 100% juice boxes are collected.  Thank you for your 

contributions. 

mailto:info@shessomebodysdaughter.org
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COVID PRECAUTIONS UPDATE 

At our council meeting in November, the following actions were determined to 

still be prudent during this time of Coved.  Thank you for your understanding our 

desire to keep everyone as safe as possible during worship. 

 We will continue to livestream our worship service 

 We will hold an abbreviated service (approximately 35-40 minutes) 

 We will continue distancing using marked pews 

 We will collect offering at the entrances to the worship space. 

 We will continue cleaning protocols for worship space and common areas 

 *Masked, the congregation is invited to sing the final hymn with the choir.   

 We will have 10 persons or less singing with masks on from the choir loft.  

 Unvaccinated and vaccinated should wear masks while worshiping  
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43 West Washington Street 

Chambersburg Pa 17201 

www.felcc.org 

FELCCoffice@gmail.com 

717–264-2015 

 
Pastor  The Rev. Jane Nicholson 

Pastoral Assistant The Rev. Charles Kampmeyer 

Director of Church Music Freda J. Dorand, Deacon 

Parish Administrator Cheryl Christman 

Treasurer Sally Herritt 

 

Financial Secretary Carol McCoy 

Custodian Jim Forbes 

 

Church Office Hours – Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

 

 

Our Mission 
 

The mission of First Lutheran Church is to be the light of Jesus,  

 

Our Mission 
 

The mission of First Lutheran Church is to be the light of Jesus, 

burning brightly and vigorously in our community. 

 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship at 10:45 a.m. 

also on facebook at First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

and on our webpage at www.FELCC.org  
 

ALL are invited to hear and receive God's blessing in Jesus, and to worship with us.  
 

 

 

We welcome visitors this morning.  
Please pick up a visitor’s packet. They are located at the top of the steps.  

at the rear of the church or on the table at the elevator entrance. 


