
  

 

It is hard to believe, but Advent begins November 28!   The word Advent 
means "coming" or "arrival." The focus of the entire season is the 
celebration of the birth of Jesus the Christ in his First Advent, and the 
anticipation of the return of Christ the King in his Second Advent. Thus, 
Advent is far more than simply marking a 2,000 year old event in history. 
It is celebrating a truth about God, the revelation of God in Christ 
whereby all of creation might be reconciled to God. That is a process in 
which we now participate, and the consummation of which we anticipate. 
Scripture readings for Advent reflect this emphasis on the Second 
Advent, including themes of accountability, judgment, and the hope of eternal life.  

In this double focus on past and future, Advent also symbolizes the spiritual journey of individuals 
and our congregation, as we affirm that Christ has come, that he is present in the world today, and 
that he will come again in power. That acknowledgment provides a basis for Kingdom ethics, for 
holy living arising from a profound sense that we live "between the times" and are called to be 
faithful stewards of what is entrusted to us as God’s people. So, as the church celebrates God’s         
in-breaking into history in the Incarnation, and anticipates a future consummation to that history for 
which "all creation is groaning awaiting its redemption," it also confesses its own responsibility as a 
people commissioned to "love the Lord your God with all your heart" and to "love your neighbor as 
yourself." 

At First Lutheran we strive diligently to love the Lord and our neighbors.  This fall, our         
visioning/discernment task force has been working with an “open mind, open heart, and an open 
will” to discern God’s continuing vision for our church.  After much consideration we have 
formulated this question to guide our conversations about the future: 

As First Lutheran evolves, how do we draw people into a journey of Christian faith, growth, 
and service? 

As we continue our discernment process we are grounding our conversation in scripture, the mission 
of our church (to be the light of Jesus, burning brightly and vigorously in our community), and our 
core values.  In our mission and core values we have included components of spirituality (worship, 
prayer, and scripture) and outreach, striving to serve God as we help our neighbors and maintain a 
sense of belonging and acceptance both within and outside our walls. 

During this season of Advent, please be in prayer with God related to this question we continue to 
discern in our ministry.   The visioning task force welcomes ideas and input as you listen to the Lord.  
Please feel free to share what God places on your heart with one of our committee members:  Tim 
Gotwald, Rose and Gerry Wilson, Karen and Marlin Maclay, Joyce Ray, Nancy Hamilton, and Pastor 
Nicholson.  Our next meeting will be in January. 

God’s blessings on our advent journey together. 

Pastor Jane Nicholson 

 

Volume 54, Issue  11 

 

First News First 
December 2021 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 



2 

 

 

Dear Family in Christ,  I am sharing with you a portion 

of  Martin Luther’s Christmas Day sermon.   

Pastor Kampmeyer 

 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

The Word was made flesh.  John 1:1-4 

 Christ has a holy birth, immaculate and pure.  Man’s birth is 

unclean, sinful, and accursed, and man can only be helped through the 

holy birth of Christ.  Yet Christ’s birth cannot be shared out to us, nor 

would it help; but it is offered spiritually unto every man wherever the 

Word is preached.  He who firmly believes and receives it will not 

suffer harm because of his own sinful birth. 

 That is the way we are cleansed of our wretched Adam’s birth, 

and that is why it was Christ’s will and pleasure to be born as man, so 

that in Him we might be born again.  ‘Of His own will He brought us 

forth by the Word of truth, that we should be reborn unto a new 

creation.’  Behold, in this manner Christ takes our birth away from us 

and sinks it in His own birth and gives us His birth, that we may be 

made new and clean, as if it were our own birth.  Therefore, shall every 

Christian man rejoice in this birth of Christ, and glory in it, as if he too 

were born of Mary.  He who does not believe that, or doubts it is no 

Christian. 

 O, this is the great joy of which the angel speaks.  This is God’s 

comfort and His surpassing goodness, that man (if he believeth) may 

glory in such a treasure, that Mary be his very Mother, Christ his 

Brother, and God his Father.  For all these things have truly happened 

that we might believe in them. 

 See, then, that thou make this birth thine own and dost  change 

with Him, so that thou mayest be rid of thy birth, and mayest take 

over His, which comes to pass if thou believest.  Thus dost thou surely 

sit in the Virgin Mary’s lap and art her darling child.  But thou must 

learn to have such faith and to exercise it throughout thine earthly life, 

for it can never be strong enough. 
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ADVENT and CHRISTMAS 
 

Advent begins on Sunday, November 28.  “Open the door” to the season with your own Advent 
Calendar.  They are available in Memorial Hall by the elevator.  Please take extras for your 
neighbors, friends, and grandchildren.  . 
 

The Advent Wreath will be lit at worship each Sunday leading up to 
Christmas.  In our congregation we traditionally use blue candles as that is the 
color of hope. 
 

Advent Bible Study will take place on Monday, November 29, December 6, 
13, and 20 at 1:00 p.m.  Join us in Meeting Room #2 as we discuss Max 
Lucado’s Because of Bethlehem Love is Born. Hope is Here.  Books are 
available in the church office. 

 
Christmas Donation-Discretionary Fund  During this season of Advent 
(as well as throughout the year) we collect money for the Discretionary 
Fund.  This money is used to assist people with housing, utility bills and 
other emergency needs.  We have had many requests for help in November 
and thanks to your generosity, we have been able to help many persons.  If 
you would like to donate to the fund during this season of giving, please 
make checks payable to First Lutheran and write in the memo line 
“Discretionary Fund.” Thank you. 
  
Poinsettia Delivery  This year , we are hoping some people would be willing to deliver  
poinsettias on behalf of our congregation to our homebound members.  Please be in touch with 
Mary or Tim Gotwald if you would be willing to brighten people’s spirits with a flower delivery the 
weekend of December 18, 19, 20.  We request that you give the flowers to the people at their door 
and do not enter into their living space.  The church will provide the poinsettias. 
 

Poinsettias for Worship  If you would like to donate a red poinsettia for  Chr istmas worship, 
please return the enclosed form with money to the church office by Tuesday, 
November 30. 
 

Christmas Cantata  The First Lutheran Choir will be leading our worship on 
Sunday, December 19 with a beautiful musical rendition of the birth of our 
Lord.  Join us at 10:45 and invite your neighbors to join us on this special 
morning filled with music glorifying God.  
 

Christmas Eve Worship– will be at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, December 24.  We will have Holy 
Communion as we come together to hear the story of the Birth of our Lord in a stable and light our 
candles while hearing the familiar tune of Silent Night.  We hope you will be able to join us. 
 

Christmas Day Worship   Join us on Chr istmas morning to celebrate the bir th of our  Savior .  
The time of worship is 9:30 a.m. and Holy Communion will be served.  Come and praise the Lord! 
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PLEASE HELP SHARE CHRISTMAS WITH OUR MEMBERS 
  

First Lutheran would again like to deliver poinsettias to members who 
are unable to attend worship services. If you would be willing to drive to 
several homes of members of First Lutheran or to a facility to drop off 
poinsettias and a Christmas card from the church, please contact Tim or 
Mary Gotwald at 717-264-4759 or sign up on the bulletin board.  The 
Gotwalds will then contact you. You will be able to choose where/whom 
you want to deliver to and when you want to pick up the cards and 
poinsettias for delivery. Delivery Weekend will be Saturday, December 18 through 
Monday, December 20.  Speak with the Gotwalds for more information.  
 

The backpack program is designed to help meet the nutritional needs of children 
at risk of hunger during non-school hours, specifically weekends and holidays. 
Through this program, participating kids will be given special backpacks once 
each week that will be filled with non-perishable food which can be used to 
meet their weekend nutritional needs.  In December  fat free sugar free pudding 

cups and 100% juice boxes are collected.  Thank you for your 

    WELCA 

The Women’s Breakfast 

Fellowship will be 

having a CHRISTMAS  

LUNCH on December 

15  at  the Family Table at 

12:00.    We do need a 

count of those able to attend so please call 

Janet Friend (717 360 1977) if you are 

able to  attend.    All ladies of the church 

are invited for lunch and fellowship with 

one another. 

All women of the 

church are invited to the 

December 9th meeting of 

the Women of the 

ELCA for their annual 

“Christmas Tea.”  

Various types of tea, tea 

sandwiches, and baked 

goodies will be served 

in special tea china.  Entertainment will 

follow the refreshments.  The event begins at 

1:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall. 

Give and Take Box  

There are people from the community who regularly put food in the box as well as our 
team filling it with personal care items 3 times a week. Items are quickly removed by 
our neighbors. The cub scouts of First Lutheran are now filling the box once per week 
when they are attending meetings.  Thanks to the scouts and their leaders for wanting 
to serve our neighbors and First Lutheran by placing items in the box.  You may place 
donations directly in the box or in the crate labeled “Give and Take Box” which is located in 
Memorial Hall by the office door. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our community 
Mega Event, November 6, 2021  God blessed all of our preparations on 

this day. The neighbors came.  They were appreciative and left with bags of 

items and bakery items to add to their dinners. The Neighborhood Task 

Team offered new and used clothing for men, women and children, coats, 

hats, scarves and mittens/gloves, shoes and winter boots, socks, bedding, 

towels/washcloths, children’s books, devotional materials for adults, belts, 

pocketbooks/bags and a snack and beverage to enjoy. Twenty-six volunteers 

welcomed 319 neighbors who came through the doors. As the event was concluding, the team 

hung what remained of the 191 adult coats and some scarves on the fence outside for later 

discovery. There were quite a few people trying on and choosing outerwear during the process 

of moving items to the outside. By Monday morning just 4 adult coats remained. All of the left 

over clothing was shared with Christian Aid Ministry, located in Newville, PA. This event was 

successful because of congregational support and donations, team members to sort, wash and 

box up, volunteers to greet and help neighbors during the event, and lots of prayers from 

everyone involved. This was definitely the biggest and best Mega Event yet. First could not 

have done this alone. First was joined by other congregations who showed up to sort, 

volunteered at the event, collected and organized donated items and provided financial 

support. The congregations who teamed with First Lutheran were St. Luke Lutheran, Trinity 

Lutheran, First United Methodist and Trinity Episcopal. Cub Scout Troop 128 transported 

many boxes from the storage rooms to Fellowship Hall in preparation for the event. Together 

we can do more. Kudos to this team who works so hard to connect and share with our 

neighbors. We invite anyone who would like to work with us to attend our next meeting on 

Monday December 6, 2021 2:30 pm in meeting room #2 at First Lutheran. 

The office spaces off the chapel, formerly used by Lutheran Social 

Services, have been rented by She’s Somebody’s Daughter (SSD).  

They are a non-profit social service whose goal is to “bring to light 

how sexual exploitation takes place in our communities and what we 

can do to change the narrative for those who have been impacted”.  

Andrea Myers, the executive director, has been invited to speak to the congregation at the 

annual meeting in January.  SSD has some specific needs for their space in First, which 

include folding chairs, shelving units, and several desks.  The items needed will cost about 

$500.  This is our goal to provide these items for SSD’s office space in our building through 

monetary gifts.  Donations will be accepted until February 14, 2022.   Checks may be made 

to She’s Somebody's Daughter and placed in the offering plate or sent to the church office.  

You may use the envelope provided in the newsletter or pick one up in Memorial Hall.  If 

you would like to speak to someone about the work this agency does,  Joyce Ray is a SSD 

volunteer or go to their web page:  http://www.shessomebodysdaughter.org or email them at 

info@shessomebodysdaughter.org. 
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Thank You 

“Poverty doesn’t only consist of being hungry for bread, but 

rather it is a tremendous hunger for human dignity.  We 

need to love and to be somebody for somebody else.  This is 

where we make our mistake and shove people aside.  Not 

only have we denied the poor a piece of bread, but by 

thinking that they have no worth and leaving them 

abandoned in the streets, we have denied them the human 

dignity that is rightfully theirs as children of God.”   Mother 

Teresa from “Do Something Beautiful for God” 

STEWARDSHIP 

SPECIAL OFFERING 

ENVELOPES 
 

The special offering envelopes in 

your monthly packets for the 

remainder of the year are 

designated for Lutheran World 

Hunger.  Please be as generous as 

you are able to help those around the world who are 

struggling for nutritional meals.  Thank you! 

Just a note to thank Nancy 

Frickie for her visit to us and for 

the two containers of goodies 

she brought.  We really miss 

coming to church and to be 

remembered in this way gives 

us such a good feeling. 

Thank you, 

Barb & Vince Vinson 

Dear First Lutheran Family, 

Thank you so much for all 

the cards, hugs and 

kindness you have shown 

me during this difficult 

time.  I am so grateful for 

such a caring congregation. 

 Love, 

 Cheryl Christman 

Thank you 

to those 

who have 

returned 

their 

anticipated giving cards.  We 

are still receiving them both 

in the offering plate or the 

church office.  Thank you for 

this help as we plan for 

2022. 
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The Church Office will be closed 

December 23 and December 30 for 

the Christmas and New Year 

holidays.  

Congregation Council   
Congratulations to those who 
were elected to our congregation 
council on November 14.  
Barbara Evans, Sally Herritt, and 
Mary Beth McGraw-Warne will 
be serving on council for the term 
beginning January 1, 2022 and 
ending December 31, 2024.  Our 
gratitude is extended to Warren 
Heintzelman for his service 
throughout the last three years. 

 Annual Reports from the committees 
and staff are due to the church office  

by Monday, January 3, 2022. 

Covid Protocols 

At our council meeting in November, the following actions were determined to still be prudent 
during this time of Covid.  Thank you for your understanding our desire to keep everyone as safe 
as possible during worship. 

 We will continue to livestream our worship service 

 We will hold an abbreviated service (approximately 35-40 minutes) 

 We will continue distancing using marked pews 

 We will collect offering at the entrances to the worship space. 

 We will continue cleaning protocols for worship space and common areas 

 *Masked, the congregation is invited to sing the final hymn with the choir.   

 We will have 10 persons or less singing with masks on from the choir loft.  

 Unvaccinated and vaccinated should wear masks while worshiping  

Deadline for the January 
Newsletter will be  

December 6. 



8 

 

 

HOSPITALIZATION 
 

If someone you know from our 

church is hospitalized please   

contact Pastor Nicholson to let her know by 

calling 717-264-2015 ext.4 or email  

flcpastor@outlook.com.  If this is an 

emergency—feel free to contact 

Pastor Nicholson at home 717-753-3940 

Announcements 

HELPING HANDS 

Volunteer Opportunities at SpiriTrust Lutheran: The Village at Luther Ridge  

We are thrilled to welcome volunteers back to our campus! Please consider spending 

quality time with our residents through the following opportunities: 
 

Off-site escorts for independent living are currently needed. These volunteers provide 

an essential service by accompanying independent living residents along with team 

members on off-campus outings, such as group trips to concerts, restaurants, theatre 

productions, and other local events. This is a great way to spend time with residents 

while helping to provide a safe outing. Volunteer meals and ticket costs are covered 

on these trips. 
 

Life Enrichment volunteers are needed at the personal care and skilled care levels. 

These volunteers assist by leading or helping residents to participate in games, crafts, 

or other activities. If you are a “crafty” person or enjoy playing cards or other games, 

this could be for you. Bingo is also very popular so we also have a particular need for 

bingo callers. 
 

If you are interested in these opportunities or would like to explore other possibilities, 

please reach out to Linda Beaver at 717-264-0737 or lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org. 

TRANSPORTATION 

Need a Ride? 
Our church provides transportation to church on 

Sundays!   

Please call if you need a ride.   

Church office:  717-264-2015 
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Council 
 

President: Tim Gotwald 

Vice President:  Tom Kriner 

Secretary:  Rose Wilson 

Pastor:  Jane Nicholson 

Deacon: Freda Dorand 

Jeff Dorand 

Barb Evans 

Warren Heintzelman 

Mary Beth McGraw-Warne 

Joyce Ray 

Tedd Sloan 

Gerry Wilson 

Treasurer:  Sally Herritt 

Financial Secretary:  Carol McCoy  

HELPING HANDS 

Grace Williams 12/2 Danica Beaudry 12/22 

David Burkholder 12/6 Cindy Frost 12/22 

Freda Dorand 12/7 Dan Rowan 12/22 

Kayla Rotz 12/7 Janice Holbrook 12/23 

L. Michael Ross 12/9 Jane Nicholson 12/26 

Lisa Shupp 12/9 Andrea Hooper 12/27 

Warren  

Heintzelman Jr. 
12/11 Liz Maffett 12/27 

Brett Boock 12/12 John Newcomer 12/28 

Beth Yaukey 12/12 Marcia Hunt 12/30 

Marlin Maclay 12/14 Emma McCoy 12/31 

Mildred Kramer 12/15 Joan Shoop 12/31 

Connie Wilkins 12/15 
Sullivan 

Wenger 
12/31 

Loren Wenger 12/21   

PRAYER CHAIN 

May we include you in our 

prayers? Do you have a 

prayer need that we can 

help you with? If so, please 

call our prayer–chain group 

leader:    

Marcia Hunt @  

717-263-0781 

Names are kept on the 

prayer chain for 1 month. 

After that month, please 

contact the office again if 

you would like to have a 

name on for another month. 
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Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 CHURCH OFFICE 717-264-2015 

Parish Administrator ext. 1 

Director of Music ext. 3  

Pastor ext. 4 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

43 W. Washington Street 
Chambersburg, PA  17201 
E-mail:  felccoffice@gmail.com 
Website:  www.felcc.org 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 

@felccyouth 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
 

Friday, December 24 7:00 p.m.  
Saturday, December 25  9:30 a.m. 

There will be a short musical prelude prior to worship on Christmas Eve.   
We will have Holy Communion in your seat on both December 24 and 25. 


