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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS 

The winter months can get a little long, especially during 

this season of covid.  I sit in my office this evening, thinking 

how early it becomes dark.  And then I read from John 

verses about how we live in darkness and Christ brings light 

into our being and into our world.   

This year, the season of light, the season of Epiphany is a 

little longer than usual.  It is my favorite liturgical season.  

All of those ah-ha moments.  All of that revelation revealing 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.  All of those people 

taking up their nets and following Jesus! 

As we venture into this month when we celebrate Love on 

Valentine’s Day, Honor on Presidents’ Day, and Winter or 

Spring on Ground Hog’s Day – let’s remember to keep our 

eyes peeled and celebrate the Revelation, the Epiphany, the 

Revealing of Jesus as the Son of God in our daily lives.   

The Epiphany season is especially long this year (all the way 

to the end of February.)  I am certain God will use this 

extended season to reveal himself to us in new and inspiring 

ways.  I look forward to hearing your stories and your 

epiphanies of God.  May the light of Christ shine in you 

brightly. 

Pastor Jane Nicholson 
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WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY 

February 6 –   Holy Communion  

February 13 – Scout Sunday and Undy Sunday 

February 20 – Holy Communion 

February 27 – Transfiguration Sunday with Holy Communion and the burial of 

         the “Alleluia.” 

Ash Wednesday is March 2.  This year we will be 

having a 9:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. service with 

scripture, prayer, and the imposition of ashes.  These 

services will last no longer than 10-15 minutes.  The 

evening service at 7:00 p.m. will be our traditional 

service including Holy Communion.  You are welcome 

to invite friends and neighbors to worship on this day. 

Ash Wednesday Worship, March 2 

9:30am Imposition of Ashes  (Chapel) 

5:30pm Imposition of Ashes  (Chapel) 

7:00pm  Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion  (Sanctuary) 

LARC WEDNESDAY LENT WORSHIP   

We will be having midweek Lenten services at the Lutheran, Anglican 

(Episcopalian), and Roman Catholic downtown churches from March 9 to 

April 6.  We are waiting until February to determine if we will have soup 

suppers and refreshments following worship.   

Stay tuned. 
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Lenten Bible Study 
 

Join us for a Lenten Study of Scripture.  This will be a time to reflect on 
God’s word for us as we are inspired by Christ’s teaching.  We will be 
meeting each Monday at 1:00 p.m. in the Parlor to discuss the Gospel 
reading for the upcoming Sunday.  The study will be led by Pastor Charles 
Kampmeyer and other churches have been invited to attend.  Please call the 
church to register.  717-264-2015. 
 

February 28 Luke 4:1-13   The Temptation of Christ 
 

March 7 Luke 13:31-36 Pharisees Warn Jesus about Herod 
 

March 14 Luke 13:1-9  Report about Herod Murdering Galileans, Tower in  
Jerusalem Crushing Parable of the Barren Fig Tree 

 

March 21 Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  The Prodigal Son 
 

March 28 John 12:1-8  Mary of Bethany Anoints Jesus 
 

April 4 Luke 19:28-40 Jesus Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem 

HOLY COMMUNION INSTRUCTION - will be held on 

Saturday, March 26 from 9am to 11am.  This class is for 

elementary age children and their parents.  If your child is 

currently receiving communion and you would like them to 

have a better understanding of the sacrament, or if your 

child would like to receive Holy Communion in the near 

future, this class is for you. Please call or e-mail the church 

office to register.   

Congregation Council Minutes - January 2022 
 

Worship & Music: Will maintain our current Covid precaution procedures throughout 

the current upswing in the area.  Bob Ranalli’s report to update the livestreaming/

soundboard equipment has been received and is under review. 

Property Committee: Glessner Technologies is installing the new fire panel/smoke 

detectors and intercom system.  The generator is still on back order. The outdoor sign 

is ordered. HVAC for the meeting room and pastor’s office installation is being coordi-

nated with the electrician. Filing cabinets from counseling office wing will be sold or 

given away in the Spring. 

Annual meeting: agenda approved. 

Pastor’s Report: Thank you to all who helped throughout Advent and Christmas sea-

sons. Christmas attendance was good given covid conditions.  Helping a Haitian family 

with some living expenses.  Social Missions has agreed to focus our help on this family.   
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The service project of providing individually portioned food items for 

school children continues, and the suggested items for February are:  

spaghetti and meatballs, ravioli, beefaroni and lasagna, or any other 

protein-rich item.  These back-pack collections are to help elementary 

school children who lack adequate nutrition at home. 

    WELCA 

STEWARDSHIP 

The Women’s Fellowship Breakfast  

will be on Wednesday, February 17 at  

8:30 a.m. at Texas Lunch (Tracks). 

ALL LADIES ARE WELCOME. 

Contributions are still being 

accepted by Lutheran 

Disaster Relief to assist 

those affected by the recent 

Colorado wildfires.  Checks 

may be made out to First 

Lutheran, with the note of “U.S. 

Wildfires” in the memo line.  Thank you 

for your help in caring for these people. 

“Let us not make a mistake.  

The hunger of today is for 

Love…Feeding the hungry, not 

only for food but for the Word of 

God.  Giving drink to the 

thirsty, not only for water, but 

for peace, truth and justice…nursing the 

sick and the dying, not only of body but 

also of mind and spirit.”   Mother Teresa, 

from “Do Something Beautiful for God.” 

All women of First are invited to the 

February 10 meeting of the Women of 

the ELCA.  It will be held in the 

meeting room, beginning at 1:30 p.m.  

Gertrude Kampmeyer will lead the 

Bible study, based on “Joy,” with the 

study dealing with the Joy that comes 

from doing the will of God.  The 

scripture passage that will be 

addressed is Philippians 1:3-26.  

Come and join the ladies for some 

fellowship and thought-provoking 

conversation. 

The members will also gather on 

Feb. 14 at 10:00 a.m. to assemble 

Valentine baskets for homebound 

members of the Congregation.  

This year,  only prepackaged 

items will be included, due to 

Covid restrictions.  The baskets will be 

delivered as the members have time. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our community 

The Neighborhood Task Team is collecting items for a Spring Fling 

Giveaway to be held on May 14, 2022. Items to be collected now are: 

spring and summer clothing and shoes, bedding and towels, 

children’s books and adult devotional books. Since winter coats and 

baby snowsuits were in high demand at our Mega event, we will also 

collect those year round to try to help our neighbors with this need. Children’s clothing 

is also a frequent request. These events are held to help our neighbors by providing 

needed items and to share God’s love. Please inform your family, friends and neighbors 

of this need. We would appreciate their donations as well. Washed and folded clothing is 

appreciated by the team. The churches involved in this collaborative effort have been so 

helpful with donating, preparing and volunteering for these giveaway events. Thank you 

for your efforts. Everyone is invited to be involved with this outreach. Donations may be 

dropped off at First Lutheran in Memorial Hall by the church office. Look for the 

donation bin.  

Laundromat Outreach Update The laundromat outreach continues 

with scheduled events on February 20 and March 20. Please continue 

to support this outreach with quarters, dollar bills, laundry detergent 

pods and/or dryer sheets. For those who really need the assistance it 

is a little help and the knowledge that someone cares, God cares. For 

others, it is a bright spot in an ordinary day and the awareness of 

what churches do-reach out to others. Thank you for your continued support of this 

outreach. This is year 6 of this ministry.  

Undy Sundies February 13 and 20, 2022 

 So what is this you may ask. This is a collection of new 

underwear for adults and children. Now you may ask why? It has 

been the experience of the Neighborhood Task Team that so 

many who attend our events are asking for underwear. Our 

collection for adult and children’s underwear fell short of the 

need last year. So we are starting to collect earlier to meet the 

need. You may have seen the Bombas Sock commercial which 

shares that the top 3 items requested in homeless shelters are 

underwear, socks and t-shirts. This need extends to our neighbors as well. So, what 

can you do to help? You can purchase packages of underwear to donate (brief style 

only) or you may use the envelope in the newsletter or others found in Memorial 

Hall to make a cash or check donation. The NTT will do the shopping for you. If 

your donation is by check, please make the check payable to First Lutheran Church 

with a note in the memo line for NTT or undy collection. Thank you for your 

continued support of this outreach. “You are blessed to be a blessing.” 
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Dear Pastor and “First” family, 
 

Thank you for the beautiful poinsettia and 

christmas card.  Thanks, Mary and Tim, 

for delivering them.  It was good to see 

friends from First if even only to say hi. 
 

Also, I want to say thank you for all the 

prayers, cards, calls and concern during 

my many eye surgeries and treatment over 

the last several years. 
 

Currently, I’m doing well and my eye 

condition is stable, which I pray will 

continue. 
 

Happy New Year to all my “First” family.  I 

miss seeing you and look forward to joining 

you again in worship. 
 

Love,  

Bev Rebok 

 

Thank You 

The SpiriTrust Lutheran Auxiliary is selling 

discount cards as a fundraiser. The money raised 

from selling these cards is used to help 

supplement such programs as Hospice, Home 

Care, and The Inn. The cards cost $5.00 and can 

be used for discounts at various businesses in 

the area until June 30, 2023. If you are 

interested in purchasing a card and supporting 

these programs, please see Tudy Gates or call 

(717) 264-6312. Thanks for your support!  

SpiriTrust Lutheran 

Dear First evangelical Lutheran church, 
 

We would like to thank you for the generous gift of $1000 to Women In Need.  Your willingness 

to help victims of abuse during times of uncertainty makes all the difference for women, men, 

and children whose world has turned upside-down.  Thank you for your kindness, and for all 

you do for our families. 
 

Sincerely, 

Barb Channing, Women In Need 

Dear First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
 

Thank you for your recent gift of $1,020.  It is 

a blessing and privilege to call you a partner 

of She’s Somebody’s Daughter.  As we 

approach the end of another year we are 

grateful for the opportunity to reflect on all 

that has happened. 
 

Support has continued in so many different 

ways.  Coverage of a hotel room for a night or 

two.  A baby shower to welcome a new little 

one.  A book fair for children.  Coverage of 

rent and utilities, gas and grocery cards 

provided and meals distributed.  And many, 

many other tangible needs in addition to 

prayer, emotional support and a listening 

ear. 
 

Gratefully, 

Tanya Pearrell, She’s Somebody’s Daughter 



7 

 

To all of my friends at First Lutheran, 
 

Thank you so much for remembering me at Christmas time.  The poinsettia is beautiful, and 

I enjoyed talking with Judy Etter when she delivered it.  I do miss coming to church services, 

but I am not quite ready yet. Hopefully this virus will soon start to go away so that we can 

start getting back to normal. 
 

Love, 
 

Celena Casseday 

Thank you so much for the 

poinsettia, card and candy cane.   

I think of you often.   
 

Have a very Merry Christmas and 

happy New Year.   
 

Peace Be With You All, 
 

Chuck Yaukey 

Dear  Friends, 
 

Thank you for your recent generous gift of $ 175 to 

Lutheran World Relief’s Quilt and Kit Shipping Fund! 
 

Because of your love, a family in a refugee camp can feel 

more at home with quilts to wrap around their shoulder.  

Families who have lost their homes in an earthquake 

can maintain their hygiene and dignity with a Personal 

Care Kit as they determine how to rebuild.  And a 

mother living in the slums can welcome her new baby 

with pride, feeling your love and support every time she 

swaddles it with items from a Baby Care Kit. 
 

I am so grateful that you are loving these neighbors by 

ensuring they’ll receive these critical items just when 

they need them most. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Ambassador Daniel V. Speckard 

President and CEO 

Thank You 

Dear First Lutheran Church: 
 

On behalf of the Diaper Depot 

of Central Presbyterian Church, 

we would like to thank you for 

your generous grant of $500.  

These funds will provide 

diapers for many children in the 

Chambersburg area.  
 

May you be blessed as you have 

blessed others, thanks again for 

your support! 
 

Beth Jaczun 

Finance Administrator 

Central Presbyterian Church 

Dear Friends, 
 

“When you go through deep waters, I’ll be here with you.”-Isaiah 43:2.  At Noah’s House and 

Gracie’s Place we believe that transcendent facets are an important aspect of one’s recovery.   
 

On behalf of Noah’s House, Inc., and the community we serve, I wish to express our sincere 

appreciation of your donation and for becoming our Partner as we continue to provide a 

supportive, compassionate environment when long-term recovery is the primary focus.   
 

This gift supports Noah’s House and Gracie’s Place efforts in helping those affected by 

addiction. 
 

Thank you for your consideration and generosity.  Wishing you a blessed 

and Merry Christmas. 
 

In His Service, 
 

John Lloyd CEO/Founder 
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Announcements 

Covid Protocols 

At our council meeting in November, the following actions were determined to still be prudent 
during this time of Covid.  Thank you for your understanding our desire to keep everyone as safe 
as possible during worship. 

 We will continue to livestream our worship service 

 We will hold an abbreviated service (approximately 35-40 minutes) 

 We will continue distancing using marked pews 

 We will collect offering at the entrances to the worship space. 

 We will continue cleaning protocols for worship space and common areas 

 *Masked, the congregation is invited to sing the final hymn with the choir.   

 We will have 10 persons or less singing with masks on from the choir loft.  

 Unvaccinated and vaccinated should wear masks while worshiping  

Chuck Yaukey is receiving treatments for several 

months in Baltimore.  His mailing address is:  Chuck 

Yaukey; Hackerman PATZ; 301 Broadway Apt 401; 

Baltimore, MD 21231.  Cards and prayers would be 

appreciated for him and his family. 

If  you are interested in 

donating flowers to the church 

please contact the  

church office at  

717-264-2015 
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TRANSPORTATION 

Need a Ride? 
Our church provides 

transportation to 

church on Sundays!   

Please call if you need a ride.   

Church office:  717-264-2015 

 

HOSPITALIZATION 
 

If someone you know from our 

church is hospitalized please   

contact Pastor Nicholson to let 

her know by calling 717-264-

2015 ext.4 or email  

flcpastor@outlook.com.  If this is 

an emergency—feel free to 

contact Pastor Nicholson at 

home 717-753-3940 

Council 
 

President: Tim Gotwald 

Vice President:  Tom Kriner 

Secretary:  Rose Wilson 

Treasurer:  Sally Herritt 

Pastor:  Jane Nicholson 

Deacon: Freda Dorand 

Jeff Dorand 

Barb Evans 

Warren Heintzelman 

Mary Beth McGraw-Warne 

Joyce Ray 

Tedd Sloan 

Gerry Wilson 

Financial Secretary:  Carol McCoy  

HELPING HANDS 

PRAYER CHAIN 
May we include you in our 

prayers? Do you have a 

prayer need that we can 

help you with? If so, please 

call our prayer–chain group 

leader:    

Marcia Hunt @  

717-263-0781 

Names are kept on the 

prayer chain for 1 month. 

After that month, please 

contact the office again if 

you would like to have a 

name on for another month. 

Deadline for the  
March Newsletter  

will be  
February 15 

Nancy Shoop  2/2 Victoria Buselli 2/16 

Spencer Hurst  2/3 Rebecca Grove 2/16 

Kelci Rote   2/4 Kay Feight  2/17 

John Huber   2/5 Dawson McCoy 2/18 

Alexander Buselli  2/10 Alison Perry  2/18 

Melodie Lensbower  2/10 Alexis Rankin 2/18 

Lisa Sekel  2/10 Mary Beth  

Brian Umbrell 2/10 McGraw Warne 2/19 

Diane Boock  2/12 Bob Wildeson 2/22 

Gloria Hammond 2/12 Patricia Dent 2/24 

Amy Stouffer  2/14 Tara Savary  2/27 
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Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 CHURCH OFFICE 717-264-2015 

Parish Administrator ext. 1 

Director of Music ext. 3  

Pastor ext. 4 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

43 W. Washington Street 
Chambersburg, PA  17201 
E-mail:  felccoffice@gmail.com 
Website:  www.felcc.org 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 

@felccyouth 


