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Welcome to Worship 
 

It is a joy to have you here at worship with us today.  
 

Visitors are invited to pick up a Visitor’s Packet as you leave worship today.  

Thank you for joining us this morning!   We are blessed by your presence.  
 

Children are always welcome at worship.  

If desired, there is an unstaffed nursery available for parents and their children  

on the first floor near the ramp, across the hall from the bulletin boards. 
 

Large print bulletins and hearing devices for today’s worship are available.  

Feel free to ask an usher if interested.  
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GATHERING 
WELCOME  &  PRELUDE   
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

In the waters of baptism, 

we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 

and we are a new creation. 

For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 

who was, who is, and who is to come. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 

We thank you, God, for your river of life, 

flowing freely from your throne: 

through the earth, through the city, through every living thing. 

You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 

You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 

Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 

and our sin is drowned forever. 

You open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely through. 

 

In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 

You nourish us and enclose us in safety.  You call us forth and send us out. 

In lush and barren places, you are with us.  You have become our salvation. 

Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. 

Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 

Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 

To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, 

be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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Come, You Faithful, Raise The Strain 
Text:  c. 696-c. 754; b John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. Music:  Johann Horn, 1490-1547 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

GREETING    
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

  



6 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of 

your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and 

strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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WORD 
CHILDREN’S  MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING      Acts 5:27-32  

 
27When they had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the council.  

The high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach 

in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are 

determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29But Peter and the apostles 

answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. 30The God of our 

ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God 

exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to 

Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the 

Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM        Psalm 118:14-29 

  

 14The LORD is my strength and my song, 

  and has become my salvation. 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 

 

 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 

  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 

 17I shall not die, but live, 

  and declare the works of the LORD.  
 

 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me over to death. 

 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
 

Continued on next page. 
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20“This is the gate of the LORD; 

  here the righteous may enter.” 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 

  and you have become my salvation.  

 

 22The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the chief cornerstone. 

 23By the LORD has this been done; 

  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

 24This is the day that the LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 25Hosanna! O LORD, save us! 

  We pray to you, LORD, prosper our days!  
 

 26Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD; 

  we bless you from the house of the LORD. 

 27The LORD is God and has given us light. 

  Form a procession with branches up to the corners of the altar. 
 

 28You are my God, and I will thank you; 

  you are my God, and I will exalt you. 

 29Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 

  God’s mercy endures forever.  
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SECOND READING      Revelation 1:4-8 
 

4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 

from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the 

faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to 

be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, 

 even those who pierced him;  

  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.  So it is to be. Amen. 

 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL        John 20:19-31 
 

The Gospel according to St John, the 20th   chapter.    

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so 

I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; 

if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 

 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 

he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger 

in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

 

 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 

them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 

hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 

believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, 

“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have come to believe.” 

 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life 

in his name. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ.     

 

Please be seated. 
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SERMON      
 

Silence follows the sermon for reflection. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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OUR RESPONSE  

GATHERING OF GIFTS  

  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, 

including the care of those in need.  Online giving is available at www.felcc.org 
 

 

ANTHEM   “Songs of Peace”                          by Joseph Martin       
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

 
 

Create in Me a Cean Heart 

Music: Liturgy of Joy, James Capers 

http://www.felcc.org/
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day 

you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give 

us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in 

need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 

Continued on next page. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

God, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

      hallowed be thy name,  

      thy kingdom come,  

      thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

      as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

       but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

       and the power, and the glory, 

        forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
BLESSING 

 Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done 
Text/Music: Köln, 1695; tr. Francis Pott, 1832-1909, Giovanni da Palestrna, 1525-1594, arr. William H. Monk, 1823-1889 
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DISMISSAL 
 Christ is risen.  Share the good news. 

Alleluia!  Thanks be to God. 
 

 POSTLUDE 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33504. Hymns reprinted by permission under One License #A-727079 and 

CCLI #11318988  
 
 

Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God in loving memory of 

Richard and Helen Cover by Denny & Jane Love and family. 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers … 

 

 

Healing: Kathy Blough (4/28), Nancy Claar (5/11), LaRetta Flora (5/7), 

Janice Friend (5/1), Bob Hammer (5/1), Melanie Huhn (4/24), 

Denise Heinbaugh (5/10), James Jacks (5/20), Joe Martin (5/19), 

Kristy Nienstedt (5/19), Bev Rebok (5/1), Rik Sealover (5/20),  

Garry & Carolyn Shatzer (5/5),  Jeff Vanderbush (5/20),  

Chuck Yaukey (5/13) 
 

Long Term Care: William Curfman, Pat Dent, Austin Hunter, Fred Jacobs, 

Mid Kramer, John Newcomer, Grace Williams, Jim Warne  
 

Grieving: The Family of Donald Hayes 

 The Family of Kate Hamilton  
 

Military:   Parker Brown, Amanda Hammer, Tawny & Brad Arnold,  

Trevor Reed, Paul Whelan 
 

 

Pastor Nicholson is out of the office through May 8.  If you are in need of 

pastoral care, Pastor Warren Heintzelman (717-930-5690) and 

Pastor Alan Wilson (717-658-2897) are available. 
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ATTENDANCE         Totals 

 

Thursday, April 14  10:45 a.m.   12 7:00 p.m.   38     50 

 

Friday, April 5  10:45 a.m.   9 7:00 p.m. 30     39 

 

Sunday, April 17     8:00 a.m.  33   10:45 a.m.     86     

             Easter Sunday online:  22     131 
 

SPRING FLING GIVEAWAY PREPARATIONS The Neighborhood Task 

team will hold one more sorting day in preparation for the Spring Fling Giveaway. 

The date for this is Monday May 9, 2022 from 12:30-2:30 pm. All are welcomed 

to join this session on the second floor of First Lutheran Church. Please also 

consider volunteering at the event on May 14. Contact Mary Gotwald for 

questions at mgotwald@embarqmail.com. 
 

MISSIONARY VISIT Our ELCA Missionary Partners, Dr. Stephen and Jodi 

Swanson, who have been serving God in Arusha, Tanzania for 8 years, will be 

visiting south central PA on April 30 and giving a presentation at Christ Lutheran 

Church (44 Chambersburg St) in Gettysburg at 3:00 p.m.  If you would like to 

carpool, contact Rose Wilson.  Our congregation is a financial supporter of the 

Swansons in their missionary work. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING DAY On Saturday, May 7 at 8 a.m.  We 

will be tidying up the church inside and out.  All help will be very 

much appreciated.  Please contact Mary Beth McGraw-Warne 

with any questions 717-372-8282. 
 

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALLPARK!  Join our synod on May 13 at 7 p.m.  

to watch the Harrisburg Senators play the Richmond Flying Squirrels.  First pitch 

will be at 7:00 p.m.  Get your tickets at https://LutheranCamping.org/baseball .   

When you log-in, you will be able to see the names of who is sitting where in 

"The Lutheran Section."  Get your seats accordingly.  Tickets are $13 each.   

A portion of each ticket will be donated to Lutheran Camping Corporation.  

Fireworks after the game!  

  

https://lutherancamping.org/baseball
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SPIRITRUST LUTHERAN AUXILIARY is selling discount cards as a 

fundraiser. Money raised is to help Hospice, Home Care, and The Inn. The 

discount cards are $5.00 and can be used at various area businesses through  

June 30, 2023.  Please see Tudy Gates or call (717) 264-6312 to get your card.  
 

BACKPACKS the on-going social ministry project is the collection of food items 

for elementary school students to enhance their at-home meal choices.  The 

suggested items for the month of April are fat-free, sugar free pudding cups and 

100% juice boxes.  All items should be in individual serving sizes.  Thank you for 

your continued support of this project. 
 

SPIRITRUST AUXILARY MEMBERHIP The annual SpiriTrust Lutheran 

Chambersburg Auxiliary membership drive will take place during the month of 

May.  Anyone can join with a minimum contribution of $1.00.  Your generous 

support will continue to allow the auxiliary to make donations to The Inn and 

Skilled Care Endowment Funds at The Village at Luther Ridge, SpiriTrust 

Lutheran Home Care & Hospice, as well as SpiriTrust Lutheran LIFE.  If you 

would like to join the Auxiliary or need more information, please contact Tudy 

Gates or Mary Beth McGraw-Warne. 
 

LUTHERIDGE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY  Volunteers are currently 

needed to assist residential living residents and team members on off-campus 

outings to restaurants, concerts, theater performances, and educational 

presentations.  Please contact Linda Beaver at 717-264-0737 or 

lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org if you are interested in this or would like to explore 

other volunteer opportunities at The Village at Luther Ridge.  Volunteers play an 

integral role in providing compassionate care and support to those we serve.   
 

GIVE AND TAKE BOX   You may place donations of personal care items 

directly in the box or in the crate labeled “Give and Take Box” which is located in 

Memorial Hall by the office door. Thank you for your donations. 

 

 

 

mailto:lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

   April 24  May 1       May 8 
 

 

Lector:  Carol Leach  Joyce Ray      Kate Nienstedt 
   

Soundboard:   Marlin Maclay Justin Holoviak     Rose Wilson 
 

Livestream:   Justin Holoviak Justin Holoviak     Justin Holoviak 
 

April and May Altar Guild:   Karin Woods, Renee Holoviak, Liz Maffett 
 

April Ushers:  Kathy Shoop, Don Shoop, Mary Beth McGraw-Warne,  

Bob Wildeson, Rick Gates 
 

May Ushers:  Jim Brown, Carol McCoy, Bill McCoy, Denny Love, 

Rick Gates 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST 
April 24 – May 1 

 

     Sunday  9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

  10:45 a.m. Worship 
 

    Monday       6:00 p.m. Spinning Illusions FH 

  7:00 p.m. Scouts 
 

    Tuesday  7:00 p.m. Scouts 
 

    Wednesday 9:30 a.m.  Quilting 
   

    Thursday  6:00 p.m. Rose Ringers 

   7:00 p.m. Adult Choir 
 

    Saturday  5:00 p.m. Scouts Fellowship Hall 
 

    Sunday  9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

10:45 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion 
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43 West Washington Street 

Chambersburg Pa 17201 

www.felcc.org 

FELCCoffice@gmail.com 

717–264-2015 

Pastor  The Rev. Jane Nicholson 

Pastoral Assistant The Rev. Charles Kampmeyer 

Director of Church Music Freda J. Dorand, Deacon 

Parish Administrator Cheryl Christman 

Treasurer Sally Herritt 

Financial Secretary Carol McCoy 

Custodian Jim Forbes 

 

Church Office Hours – Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 
 

The mission of First Lutheran Church is to be the light of Jesus, 

burning brightly and vigorously in our community. 

 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship at 10:45 a.m. 

also on facebook at First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

and on our webpage at www.FELCC.org  

 

ALL are invited to hear and receive God's blessing in Jesus,  

and to worship with us.   

 

We welcome visitors this morning.  
Please pick up a visitor’s packet. They are located at the top of the steps.  

at the rear of the church or on the table at the elevator entrance. 

 

 


