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The Easter Season (April 17 through June 5, 2022) is a season of new beginnings.   
We hear of the resurrection of our Lord and rejoice as we hear the words of 2 Corinthians 5:17.   

 

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away;  
see, everything has become new! 

 
These are not new words of proclamation.  Rather in Christ’s death and resurrection, they are 
fulfilled words of promise.  We read in the Old Testament scr iptures, I am about to do a new 
thing;  now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers 
in the desert.  (Isaiah 43:19) and For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former 
things shall not be remembered or come to mind. (Isaiah 65:17)   
 
And we wonder, how are we invited into these promises?  It is through the gift of baptism.  We 
learn in Romans 6:4  Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
 
So we hear of the promises, the promises fulfilled, and then we turn to Revelation 21:1-2 to find out 
what the future will hold related to the new creation.  The writer, John, describes his vision of the 
end of the world as we know it.    Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  
 
In this season of resurrection and new creation, I encourage you to take time to appreciate the joy of 
spring flowers, birds building new nests, and nature budding, recreating itself and blooming boldly.   
 
At First Lutheran, it is a time for us to imagine with our visioning team how we may be recreated to 
bloom boldly in our community.  In 2022 the Borough of Chambersburg is purchasing Southgate 
Plaza, kitty corner from our church.  When God proclaims that the Lord is doing a new thing, we 
open our ears and eyes and look around to take note of what is happening.  And then we pray and 
seek God’s invitation and guidance to be a part of this new creation that is taking place, literally all 
around us.  
 
In early April, about a dozen people visited churches in our 
neighboring communities to see what types of renovation 
and new creation God did within their older facilities. It 
was a joy to hear the stories of how the renovation of the 
facility, served as a new creation for them in mission and 
ministry as well.  In this Easter season and upcoming 
months, let us continue to strive to find new ways to share 
this message of resurrection hope and new creation within 
our community, too.  Remember:  God is doing a “new 
thing.”  Happy Easter Season! 
 

Pastor Jane Nicholson 
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May and June Worship Schedule 
 

May 1, 10:45 Communion, Supply Pastor:  The Rev. Bill Nienstedt  

May 8, 10:45 Mother’s Day, Supply Pastor:  The Rev. Bill Nienstedt 

May 15, 10:45 Music Sunday, Communion, Sock-it-to-me Sunday 

May 22, 10:45 Honoring High School Seniors, Sock-it-to-me Sunday,  

   End of Sunday School year 

May 29, 9:30 Memorial Day Weekend, Summer Worship Schedule   

   Begins 

June 5, 9:30 Pentecost Sunday, Confirmation, Communion 

June 12, 9:30 Holy Trinity Sunday, Communion 

June 19, 9:30 Rose Rent Sunday, Communion 

June 26, 10:45 Outdoor Worship at Green Village Park in Scotland 

EASTER APPRECIATION 

Thank you to all of those who worked so diligently in preparation 

for a beautiful Holy Week and Easter.  Thank you to those who 

worked with worship planning and bulletin preparation, altar 

guild, decorating and flower team, ushers, musicians, greeters, 

communion servers, lectors,  acolytes, sound and video equipment, 

cooks and servers of Easter breakfast, leaders of Easter activities 

for our children, those who made the exterior and interior of our 

building space beautiful, and everyone else who helped in any way.  We could 

not do it without you.  Thanks so very much for all you do at Easter and 

throughout the year.  Pastor Nicholson 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

At the end of our traditional learning year, we take a moment to thank our 

teachers who share the faith with us and enrich our living and learning with 

God’s message.  Thank you to Mary Gotwald and Nicki Johnson who taught our 

elementary and younger students.  Thanks to Pastor Nicholson for teaching our 

confirmation class.  Thank you to Tim Gotwald for teaching our adult Sunday 

School class.  We also extend our appreciation to Bible Study and Book Study 

leaders who have taught during this academic year including:  Joyce Ray, Pastor 

Nicholson and Pastor Kampmeyer.  We look forward to next fall when our classes 

will resume.  The last day of Sunday School for this school year will be May 22. 
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CONFERENCE DEAN 

Did you know that our own Pastor Nicholson is serving as the 

Chambersburg Conference Dean of the Lower Susquehanna Synod?  She 

is completing the first year of a two year term.  Congratulations to her  

upon this election. 

 

LUTHERAN CAMPING NIGHT  
at the Harrisburg Senators 

May 13, 7:00 pm -- Post Game Fireworks! 
 

The Lutheran Camping Corporation and the Harrisburg Senators Baseball Team 

invite your church family to a night of fun and fellowship at FNB Field for our 

annual Lutheran Camping Night!  A portion of each Advance Sale Ticket will 

benefit the Lutheran Camping Corporation's Campership Fund.  Cost of each ticket 

is $13. 
 

Tickets may be purchased online at https://www.lutherancamping.org/event/lutheran

-camping-night-2022/ 

When making your reservation, you may hover over the seat selection to see who has 

which seat.   

MISSIONARY VISIT  Our ELCA Missionary Partners,  

Dr. Stephen and Jodi Swanson, who have been serving God 

in Arusha, Tanzania for 8 years, will be visiting south 

central PA on April 30 and giving a presentation at Christ 

Lutheran Church (44 Chambersburg St) in Gettysburg at 

3:00 p.m.  If you would like to carpool, contact Rose 

Wilson.  Our congregation is a financial supporter of the 

Swansons in their missionary work. 

May Music events! 
 

May 15 will be Music Sunday during the morning worship. We are 

planning on a musical morning as we share the musical talents God has 

blessed us with.   
 

ChambersBellfest will also be on May 15.  Join us at St. John's UCC 

for an evening of handbell music. Concert begins at 7pm featuring 3 

handbell choirs.  The church is located east of town on Rt. 30 just past 

Wal-Mart.  For more information, please see Freda or a Rose Ringer.   
 

Summer music is coming!!  

The choir will sing our best liked anthems during June and 

July.  During August, we will have solo's and other special music.  Orchestra 

Sunday's will be the last Sunday of June, July, and August-dust off 

your instrument and join us for the hymns we will be singing on those days. 

https://cts.vresp.com/c/?LutheranCampingCorpo/9898ec7bb1/07c3ae42ce/010dc6bf36
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?LutheranCampingCorpo/9898ec7bb1/07c3ae42ce/010dc6bf36
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS from April 11, 2022 

     Music & Worship Committee: 
 

Eucharistic Ministers have been trained and have begun distributing communion 

to homebound members. The elements are blessed on the first Sunday of each 

month.   
 

Station communion will begin with Maundy Thursday communion and continue 

throughout the Easter Season. 
 

Approved scheduling an Advent Jazz Worship Service on December 4.    
 

Social Missions Committee:  
 

David Hope-Tringali will lead worship on August 21 and share about the ministry 

of “Tree-4-Hope”, a mission we support in Guatemala.   
 

Dr. Stephen and Jodi Swanson, missionaries we support through the ELCA who 

serve in Tanzania, are presenting a program at Christ Lutheran in Gettysburg 

on Saturday, April 30, at 3:00. All are invited to attend.  
 

Property Committee:  
 

Approval was given to purchase an evacuation chair to assist in evacuating those 

in need should the elevator malfunction.  
 

The generator for Memorial Hall will be delivered and installed in the next two 

weeks.  Landscaping will follow the installation. 
 

Carpets along the first floor hallways will be cleaned on April 22.   
 

The new street sign will be installed the week after Easter.   
 

The floor in Fellowship Hall, kitchen and FH entrance has been stripped and 

waxed.    
 

Synod Assembly 
 

Justin Holoviak and Pastor Nicholson are registered to attend May 14, and  

June 3 & 4. 
 

Congregational Records:   
 

Members received:  Scott and Martha Carbaugh; Renee Holoviak; Ralph and Doris 

Burdick; Bill, Kristy, Kate, and Sam Nienstedt; Chuck Evans; and Carol Leach 
 

Members removed by transfer:  Rebecca Grove to St. Luke in Chambersburg 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 
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    WELCA 

The Women’s Fellowship 
Breakfast  

will be on Wednesday,  
May18th at Texas Lunch at 

8:30 a.m.  
 

ALL LADIES ARE 
WELCOME. 

STEWARDSHIP 
Every fall, members of First Lutheran gather items to be shipped 

to Lutheran World Relief.  This includes quilts, school kits and 

baby care kits.  Here are the statistics  of all items that were sent 

in 2021 from churches all over the country.  Your love reached 

361,225 neighbors in 19 countries. 

  122,403 quilts    3,230 blankets 

   60,030 personal care kits  103,880 school kits 

   38,850 baby care kits   915 fabric kits 

   31,920 face masks 

 Thank you for your continued support of the In-Gathering Project. 

The meeting scheduled for 

April 7 was cancelled, so the 

program planned for that 

date will be offered on 

Thursday, May 12 at 1:30 

p.m. in the meeting room.   

Nancy Fricke will lead the 

Bible study, and all women 

of the church are invited to 

attend. 

The service 

project of 

supplying  

food items for 

the back pack program 

continues, and the 

suggested items for May 

are:  graham  or animal 

crackers, light popcorn, 

whole grain cereal, 

granola bars, individual 

cereal boxes. 

There are several upcoming Synod-wide women’s events:   

The Day of Renewal will be held on Saturday, May 21, to be held at St. Mark Lutheran 

Church in Harrisburg.  The theme is:  “The Grit and Grace of Justice”, led by The Rev. 

Carla Christopher, who is an assistant to the Bishop.  Offerings are designated for 

Christ Lutheran Health Ministries.  Registration fee is $20 and is due by May 9.  

The annual Synod Convention will be held on Saturday, August 20 at Memorial 

Lutheran Church in Shippensburg.  Since the location is so close, perhaps several 

women will be able to attend. 

Fall Retreat -  Camp Hebron in Halifax.  The dates are October 28 to 30.  More details 

will be available soon. 
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Dear Christian Friends,  

Thank you so much for the supporting the work of the 

Neighborhood Task Team. The Team can’t make all of our 

outreach events happen without you. God us has brought to 

us church partners: Trinity Episcopal, Trinity Lutheran and 

St. Luke Lutheran. We are thankful for them and enjoy the 

collaboration.  

 

What is NTT working on?  

 

 May 14 Spring Fling The team is continuing to collect spring and summer clothing 

and shoes for men, women and children. We are also collecting towels and bedding, 

accessories, children’s books and devotional books for adults plus winter coats for all. 

Drop off is in the bin in Memorial Hall. The final sorting date for this event is 

Monday May 9, 2022 from 12:30-2:30 pm.  

 

 Sock It To Me Sundays May 15 and 22-collection of new socks for men, women and 

children for the upcoming events. Also accepting cash or check donations. Please 

indicate what the cash is for (envelopes are provided). If a check is used please write 

“socks” in the memo line. The team will do the shopping for you.  

 

 Laundry Events The recent events in March and April were held in the Broad St 

and Spot Laundromats. Those who served at these events felt a real connection to 

our neighbors, receiving an eagerness to engage in conversation and appreciation of 

who we were and what we were sharing. Described as uplifting, great connections 

were made. Next scheduled events are in June and July. We are running low on 

quarters and $1.00 bills. Please consider sharing for this outreach.  

 

 Give and Take Box Donations are accepted continually. Community folks contribute 

and items are also purchased though grants provided from Thrivent Financial. The 

box is providing the neighbors with personal care items that they need. Please pray 

for the volunteers who keep this ministry moving forward. It takes many hands and 

a willing heart filled with God’s love,  

 

Please join us in our work in any way possible. You may volunteer at an event, sorting 

clothing, contributing items or planning. We all have something to offer. Thank you!!  

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our community 
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SPIRITRUST LUTHERAN 
The annual SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary membership 

drive will take place during the month of May.  Anyone can join with a 

minimum contribution of $1.00.  Your generous support will continue to 

allow the auxiliary to make donations to The Inn and Skilled Care 

Endowment Funds at The Village at Luther Ridge, SpiriTrust Lutheran 

Home Care & Hospice, as well as SpiriTrust Lutheran LIFE.  If you would 

like to join the Auxiliary or need more information, please contact Tudy 

Gates or Mary Beth McGraw-Warne. 

Volunteers are currently needed to assist residential 

living residents and team members on off-campus 

outings to restaurants, concerts, theater performances, 

and educational presentations.  Please contact Linda 

Beaver at 717-264-0737 or 

lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org if you are interested in this or would like to explore 

other volunteer opportunities at The Village at Luther Ridge.  Volunteers play an 

integral role in providing compassionate care and support to those we serve.   

mailto:lbeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org
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Dear Women of the ELCA, 

First Lutheran, 

Thank you for the valentine goodie bags 

that were delivered to us on Valentine’s 

Day by Jean Reed.  What a nice surprise!  

Our visit with Jean made everything even 

more special. 

We look forward to returning to church 

and hope it won’t be too 

long until that happens. 

Again, thank you, 

Don & Judy Mayer 

The SpiriTrust Lutheran Auxiliary is selling 

discount cards as a fundraiser. The money raised 

from selling these cards is used to help supplement 

such programs as Hospice, Home Care, and The Inn. 

The cards cost $5.00 and can be used for discounts at 

various businesses in the area until June 30, 2023. If 

you are interested in purchasing a card and 

supporting these programs, please see Tudy Gates or 

call (717) 264-6312. Thanks for your support!  

SpiriTrust Lutheran 

Thank You 
Dear First Lutheran Church Women of 

the ELCA, 
 

Thank you for supporting the ministries 

of Women of the ELCA with your recent 

gift of $120.  Your faithful generosity 

makes a real difference. 

Together, thanks to your support, we’ll 

get through this.  Thank you.  For 

regular updates on our ever-growing 

work together, please see our website, 

www.womenoftheeelca.org. 
 

Thank you. 

With gratitude, Linda Post Bushkofsky 

Executive Director 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your partnership with She’s Somebody’s Daughter!  Many things have 

happened since the beginning of this year and it’s because of your support. New 

massage businesses and hotels have been added to outreach.  Celebrated Lunar New 

Year with friends, met at massage business by gifting them Bamboo Plants, outreach 

to the unhoused population has started in the Harrisburg area, and we are exploring 

the possibility in Hagerstown area also.  Trained in a preventive curriculum for youth. 

Thank you for your support of SSD – financial, prayers, volunteer and any other ways 

you are involved. 

Grateful, Tanya Pearrell, Director of Development 
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TRANSPORTATION 

Need a Ride? 
Our church provides 

transportation to 

church on Sundays!   

Please call if you need a ride.   

Church office:  717-264-2015 

 

HOSPITALIZATION 
 

If someone you know from our 

church is hospitalized please   

contact Pastor Nicholson to let 

her know by calling 717-264-

2015 ext.4 or email  

flcpastor@outlook.com.  If this 

is an emergency—feel free to 

contact Pastor Nicholson at 

home 717-753-3940 

Council 
 

President: Tim Gotwald 

Vice President:  Tom Kriner 

Secretary:  Rose Wilson 

Treasurer:  Sally Herritt 

Pastor:  Jane Nicholson 

Deacon: Freda Dorand 

Jeff Dorand 

Barb Evans 

Mary Beth McGraw-Warne 

Joyce Ray 

Tedd Sloan 

Gerry Wilson 

Financial Secretary:  Carol McCoy  

HELPING HANDS 

PRAYER CHAIN 
May we include you in our 

prayers? Do you have a 

prayer need that we can 

help you with? If so, please 

call our prayer–chain group 

leader:    

Marcia Hunt @  

717-263-0781 

Names are kept on the 

prayer chain for 1 month. 

After that month, please 

contact the office again if 

you would like to have a 

name on for another month. 

Deadline for the  
June Newsletter  

will be  
May 15 

Taylor Rote  5/3  Kayleigh Warne 5/14 

Beverly Umbrell 5/4 Kim Wertz      5/14 

Kashton Peters 5/6 Andrew Grove 5/17 

John Saunders 5/7 Robert Herbert 5/17 

Susie Heintzelman 5/9  Pamela Dent-Kelly 5/19 

Karen Maclay 5/9   Jessica Starr 5/19 

Pauline Shearer 5/9   Linda Miller 5/20 

Sam Nienstedt 5/11  Dia Schumacher 5/20 

Grayson Peters 5/11 Benjamin Ellis 5/24 

Kirk Umbrell 5/11 Ashley Wenger 5/24 

Seth Cody  5/13 Sammi Hefner 5/27 

Payton Huber 5/14 Coleton Rankin 5/31 



10 

 

NON-PROFIT 

ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

CHAMBERSBURG, PA. 

PERMIT NO. 137 

DATED MATERIAL—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 CHURCH OFFICE 717-264-2015 

Parish Administrator ext. 1 

Director of Music ext. 3  

Pastor ext. 4 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

43 W. Washington Street 
Chambersburg, PA  17201 
E-mail:  felccoffice@gmail.com 
Website:  www.felcc.org 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 

@felccyouth 


