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Welcome to Worship 
 

It is a joy to have you here at worship with us today.  
 

Visitors are invited to pick up a Visitor’s Packet as you leave worship today.  

Thank you for joining us this morning!   We are blessed by your presence.  
 

Children are always welcome at worship.  

If desired, there is an unstaffed nursery available for parents and their children  

on the first floor near the ramp, across the hall from the bulletin boards. 
 

Large print bulletins and hearing devices for today’s worship are available.  

Feel free to ask an usher if interested.  

 
 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST 

May 15 to May 22 
 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

 10:45 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion 

   Music Sunday 

   Sock-it-to-me Sunday #1 

 7:00 p.m. Bells (St. Johns) 

   FNF Deadline 
   

Monday       6:00 p.m. Spinning Illusions FH 

 7:00 p.m. Scouts 
 

 

Tuesday   Primary Election  

7:00 p.m. Scouts 
 

Wednesday 8:30 a.m. Ladies Breakfast at Texas Lunch 

9:30 a.m.  Quilting 
   

Thursday 1:30 p.m. WELCA Meeting 

10:30 a.m. Eucharistic Ministers 
 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

10:45 a.m. Worship – honoring high school seniors – 

  Sock-it-to-me Sunday #2 
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GATHERING 
WELCOME     
 

PRELUDE      “How Great Thou Art”  arr by Ron Mallory--The Rose Ringers 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

In the waters of baptism, 

we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 

and we are a new creation. 

For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 

who was, who is, and who is to come. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 

We thank you, God, for your river of life, 

flowing freely from your throne: 

through the earth, through the city, through every living thing. 

You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 

You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 

Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 

and our sin is drowned forever. 

You open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely through. 
 

In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 

You nourish us and enclose us in safety.  You call us forth and send us out. 

In lush and barren places, you are with us.  You have become our salvation. 

Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. 

Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 

Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 

To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, 

be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever.  Amen. 
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GREETING    
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour 

into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your 

Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
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WORD 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING       Acts 11:1-18 
 

1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had 

also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 

circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised 

men and eat with them?”  
 

4Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city of 

Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large 

sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came 

close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, 

reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill 

and eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has 

ever entered my mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered from heaven, 

‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10This happened three 

times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11At that very moment three 

men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12The Spirit 

told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These 

six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us 

how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and 

bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will give you a message by which you and 

your entire household will be saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit 

fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16And I remembered the 

word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the same gift that he gave 

us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder 

God?”  
 

18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then 

God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM         Psalm 148 
 

 1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 

  praise God in the heights. 

 2Praise the LORD, all you angels; 

  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
 

 3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; 

  sing praise, all you shining stars. 

 4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, 

  and you waters above the heavens. 
 

 5Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

  who commanded, and they were created, 

 6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 

  giving them a law that shall not pass away.  
 

 7Praise the LORD from the earth, 

  you sea monsters and all deeps; 

 8fire and hail, snow and fog, 

  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 

 9mountains and all hills, 

  fruit trees and all cedars; 

 10wild beasts and all cattle, 

  creeping things and flying birds; 
 

 11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 

  princes and all rulers of the world; 

 12young men and maidens, 

  old and young together.  
 

 13Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 

 14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all  

faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near   

the LORD. Hallelujah!  
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SECOND READING       Revelation 21:1-6 
 

1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 

her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 

 He will dwell with them; 

 they will be his peoples, 

 and God himself will be with them; 

 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

 Death will be no more; 

 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

 for the first things have passed away.” 

 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 

new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then 

he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 

end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.” 

 

The Word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL        John 13:31-35 
 

The Gospel according to St John, the 13th chapter.   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 

God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also 

glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you 

only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to 

you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, 

that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 

another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 

for one another.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
 

SERMON     Time of silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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DUET  “Amazing Grace”   Piano – Connie Wilkins            

        Organ – Freda Dorand 

NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

MEAL 

GATHERING OF GIFTS  

  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, 

including the care of those in need.  Online giving is available at www.felcc.org 
 

ANTHEM       “The Gift of Music”    by Allen Pote       
   

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 

http://www.felcc.org/
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day 

you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give 

us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in 

need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

DIALOG 
  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 
  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter  

and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

      hallowed be thy name,  

      thy kingdom come,  

      thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

      as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

       but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

       and the power, and the glory, 

        forever and ever. Amen. 
  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   
 

Alleluia! All are welcome at the feast.  Thanks be to God.  
 

Please be seated. 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

 

To receive Holy Communion this morning, please proceed along the center aisle and 

return by a side aisle. Those communing extend a hand to receive the bread (the body of 

Christ.) Then proceed and receive an individual cup of wine (the blood of Christ.)  

You may place the used cup in the receptacle at the end of the pew. Those not communing 

are invited to fold their hands as a sign to receive a spoken blessing. 
 

If you would like to receive communion in your seat, please indicate this to the ushers. 
 

Holy Communion is for all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is 

truly present with his body and blood, to continue in and through us, his work of 

forgiving, saving, comforting, enlivening, and witnessing. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC      Tim Gotwald 
 

TABLE BLESSING  
 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
  

Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the 

body of Christ, broken for us.  Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear 

your healing love into the wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior 

and Lord.   Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING  

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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My Life Flows On in Endless Song 
Text:  Robert Lowry, 1826-1899   Music:  HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, alt. 
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DISMISSAL 
 

 Christ is risen.  Share the good news. 

Alleluia!  Thanks be to God. 
 

 POSTLUDE  “In dir ist Freude”    by JS Bach 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33504. Hymns reprinted by permission under One License #A-727079 and 

CCLI #11318988  
 

 

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God in honor of our 

Mother’s 90th Birthday by Donna and Mike Ross and Family. 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers … 

Healing: Pattie Barnett (6/2), Nancy Claar (5/11), Betty Cole (6/2),  

Janice Friend (6/1), James Jacks (5/20), Joe Martin (5/19),  

Kristy Nienstedt (5/19), Rik Sealover (5/20),  

Jeff Vanderbush (5/20), Chuck Yaukey (6/13) 
 

Long Term Care: William Curfman, Pat Dent, Austin Hunter, Fred Jacobs, 

Mid Kramer, John Newcomer, and Jim Warne  
 

Military:   Parker Brown, Amanda Hammer, Tawny & Brad Arnold,  

and Paul Whelan.  Prayer of thanksgiving for the release of  

Trevor Reed. 
 

ATTENDANCE  May 8   65 In-person   
    

SOCK IT TO ME SUNDAYS Sanctuary Collections today and May 22 You may 

bring your packages of new socks for men, women and children on the collection 

Sundays, or drop a sock donation in our NTT collection bin in Memorial Hall 

anytime or make a cash or check donation in a “Sock It To Me” envelope. Please 

make checks to First Lutheran Church with NTT/Socks in the memo line. The 

socks will be distributed at the Back to School Event in August and at the Mega 

Event in November. Thank you so much for helping the NTT share God’s love in 

our community. 
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CHAMBERSBELLFEST  Join us this evening at St. John's UCC for an evening 

of handbell music. Concert begins at 7pm featuring 3 handbell choirs.  The church 

is located east of town on Rt. 30 just past Wal-Mart.  For more information, please 

see Freda or a Rose Ringer.   
 

SPIRITRUST LUTHERAN AUXILIARY is selling discount cards as a 

fundraiser. Money raised is to help Hospice, Home Care, and The Inn. The 

discount cards are $5.00 and can be used at various area businesses through  

June 30, 2023.  Please see Tudy Gates or call (717) 264-6312 to get your card.  
 

BACKPACKS the on-going social ministry project is the collection of food items 

for elementary school students to enhance their at-home meal choices.  The 

suggested items for the month of May are graham or animal crackers, light 

popcorn, whole grain cereal, granola bars and whole grain cereal.    All items 

should be in individual serving sizes.  Thank you for your continued support of 

this project. 
 

SPIRITRUST AUXILARY MEMBERHIP The annual SpiriTrust Lutheran 

Chambersburg Auxiliary membership drive will take place during the month of 

May.  Anyone can join with a minimum contribution of $1.00.  Your generous 

support will continue to allow the auxiliary to make donations to The Inn and 

Skilled Care Endowment Funds at The Village at Luther Ridge, SpiriTrust 

Lutheran Home Care & Hospice, as well as SpiriTrust Lutheran LIFE.  If you 

would like to join the Auxiliary or need more information, please contact Tudy 

Gates or Mary Beth McGraw-Warne. 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

   May 15  May 22      May 29 
 

 

Lector:  Doris Burdick Rubens Paul      Justin Holoviak 
   

Soundboard:   Rose Wilson  Mark Nicholson     Marlin Maclay 
 

Livestream:   Justin Holoviak Justin Holoviak     Justin Holoviak 
 

May Altar Guild: Karin Woods, Renee Holoviak, Liz Maffett 
 

May Ushers:  Jim Brown, Carol McCoy, Bill McCoy, Denny Love, 

Rick Gates  
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43 West Washington Street 

Chambersburg Pa 17201 

www.felcc.org 

FELCCoffice@gmail.com 

717–264-2015 

Pastor  The Rev. Jane Nicholson 

Pastoral Assistant The Rev. Charles Kampmeyer 

Director of Church Music Freda J. Dorand, Deacon 

Parish Administrator Cheryl Christman 

Treasurer Sally Herritt 

Financial Secretary Carol McCoy 

Custodian Jim Forbes 

 

Church Office Hours – Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 
 

The mission of First Lutheran Church is to be the light of Jesus, 

burning brightly and vigorously in our community. 

 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship at 10:45 a.m. 

also on facebook at First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

and on our webpage at www.FELCC.org  

 

ALL are invited to hear and receive God's blessing in Jesus,  

and to worship with us.   

 

We welcome visitors this morning.  
Please pick up a visitor’s packet. They are located at the top of the steps.  

at the rear of the church or on the table at the elevator entrance. 

 

 


