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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Sabbatical Leave 
 

After much conversation and planning, the time has finally arrived for the first 
portion of my sabbatical.    I will be touring with a group from Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church in California from July 5 through July 24.  We will visit the 
historical and inspirational sites of Martin Luther in Germany.   
 

Deitrich Bonhoeffer, Lutheran Pastor, and author, was executed in the 
concentration camps in Germany.  He wrote words of hope for all around him 
to see and hear and for us, 80 years later, to reflect upon. His conviction to 
stand firmly with the Jews and not hand life over to the Nazis leaves a lasting impression of God’s 
love and life upon our hearts.  I look forward to learning more about him and his strong conviction as 
a Christian to defend those being oppressed. 
 

The final leg of our trip will be to Oberammergau to experience the Passion Play. This play of the life 
of Jesus Christ gives up hope when dire circumstances surround us.  It is through the teachings, the 
crucifixion, and the resurrection of Christ our Lord that our hope and life have meaningful existence. 
Seeing this play will be a wonderful and significant reminder of the basics of my faith and life with 
God. 
 

I look forward to sharing my journey with you upon my return.  While I am away, the following 
pastors are available for pastoral care as needed. 
 

July 5-16 Pastor Bill Nienstedt 717-491-9704 
July 17-24 Pastor Alan Wilson  717-658-2897 
 

Pastors Angela and Martin Zimmann will be supply preaching on these three Sundays. 
 

Pastor Angela Zimmann is currently called to Wilson College in the philanthropy development.  
Previously she served as a professor of homiletics (preaching) at United Lutheran Seminary.  Pastor 
Martin Zimmann is the director of continuing education at United Lutheran Seminary and teaches 
courses relating to church in society.   
 

Following this learning and spiritually enriching journey I will be with you for four weeks at the end 
of July and early August prior to the second portion of my sabbatical. It is my hope that the sabbatical 
will be renewing to my soul, my family relationships, my faith, my energy level, and my ability to 
continue serving as a healthy pastor in this place. 
 

Thank you for this opportunity for renewal.  This is the church of Jesus Christ and we entrust the care 
of it to him.  First Lutheran has strength in our volunteer leadership and a wonderfully competent 
staff who will to work with you when things arise.  Keep them as well as our church and me in prayer 
throughout this time.   Thank you. 
 

I look forward to seeing you at the end of July.   
 

God’s blessings, 
Pastor Jane Nicholson 



2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Churchwide Assembly  Our  own Kate Nienstedt (enter ing 9th grade this fall) has been 
selected as a voting representative of the Lower Susquehanna Synod to attend the churchwide 
assembly being held in Columbus, OH from August 8-12.  Please keep Kate and all of those 
gathered for assembly in your prayers as they make decisions for the whole Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America. 

Confirmation Classes  Students who are enter ing into grades 6 
through 8 are encouraged to participate in our Catechetical Classes 
that will be held during the coming 2 school years.  During this time 
we will be studying the Bible and learning the small catechism in 
preparation for the student’s affirmation of baptism (confirmation) in 
the Spring of 2024.  Parents and grandparents, please let Pastor 
Nicholson or the church secretary know that your child will be 
participating this fall.  Teachers for this year are Gerry Wilson and 
Pastor Nicholson.   

Tree 4 Hope  is a school in Guatemala providing education for  gir ls.  
Deacon David Hope-Tringali and his wife, Pastor Jennifer Hope-Tringali are 
missionaries who core to this educational ministry program.  First Lutheran 
has supported them financially in the last year.  Their family is returning to 
the United States for a visit this summer and David will be at First Lutheran 
on August 21 to give us an update.  We hope you will be able to join us for 
worship on this Sunday. 

 
Blessing of Students, Teachers, and Backpacks In preparation for 
the return to school, we invite students and teachers to bring their 
backpacks or other school items and receive a blessing for the start 
of the new school year on Sunday, August 21 during worship.   

Stewardship Committee  will be meeting July 27 at 1:30 p.m..  If you would be willing to 
share your gifts on this committee, your help would be appreciated.  Contact:  Gertrude 
Kampmeyer at 717-264-0760 or gckampmeyer@gmail.com  

Martin Luther’s Life and Teachings  (Fall Adult Sunday School) 
Pastor Steve Dorsett will be engaging us with the history and teachings of Martin Luther this 
fall during the Sunday School time of 9:30 in the Parlor.  We hope you will join us.  

mailto:gckampmeyer@gmail.com
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 
July 3   9:30 Worship  Independence Day Weekend; Communion 

July 10 9:30 Worship  Pastor Martin Zimmann preaching 

July 17  9:30 Worship  Communion; Pastor Angela Zimmann preaching 

July 24  9:30 Worship  Pastor Martin Zimmann preaching; Orchestra Sunday 

July 31 9:30 Worship 

August 7  9:30 Worship  Communion 

August 14  9:30 Worship 

August 21  9:30 Worship  Tree 4 Hope Update with David Hope-Tringali; Communion;  

     Blessing of students, teachers, and backpacks 

August 28 9:30 Worship  Pastor Angela Zimmann preaching; Orchestra Sunday  

September 4 9:30 Worship  Labor Day Weekend; Pastor Herb Spomer preaching; Communion 

June 13, 2022  
 

Property Committee: 
 

The Water Street sidewalk will be replaced due to buckling and broken slabs.    
Three LED lights will be installed on the west side of the building.   
A donation has been made to replace the fountain in the Rose Garden.   
A new custodial service has been hired.  J & F Cleaning Services has taken initiative in cleaning the 
building and taking care of outside shrubs. 
 

Worship & Music Committee: 
 

Reviewing current AV set-up.   
Several upgrades are being considered including a new sound system mixer and camera.  
 

Finance Committee: 
 

First Lutheran has been named as partial recipients of the estates of Evelyn Scott and Grace 
Williams. 
 

Pastor’ Report: 
 

Coordinating for her sabbatical. 
Doing Pastoral Care and presided at 5 funerals and memorial services.  (Grace Williams, Elva 
Kroeger, Alice Foor, Theresia and Kayla Buchholz). 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
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    WELCA 

The Women’s Fellowship 
Breakfast  

8:30 a.m. Wednesday,  
July 20 at  

Johnnie’s  Restaurant  
 

8:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
August 17 at the  

Family Table 
 

ALL LADIES ARE 
WELCOME. 

STEWARDSHIP 

The annual Fall Retreat will be held at Camp Hebron on the 

weekend of October 28 to 30, 2022.  More details will be  provided 

closer to the date. 

The Stewardship Committee is in need of additional members.  

If you are interested in learning where the offering money 

comes from, and how the church determines benevolence and 

spending patterns, consider joining the committee.  Contact 

Pastor Nicholson, or Stewardship Chair Gertrude Kampmeyer 

to let your interest be known.  The Committee meets several 

times a year, at the convenience of the members. 

The regular circle meeting of the Women of the ELCA 

will not be held during the months of July and 

August.  However, the annual convention of the 

Lower Susquehanna Synod Women of the ELCLA 

will be held on Saturday, August 20, 2022.  It will be 

held at Memorial Lutheran Church, Shippensburg, 

and all women of the church are invited to attend.  

More details and registration information will be 

available in the church bulletins this summer. 

Ending hunger isn’t just about food.  It’s about access, it’s about justice, it’s 

about caring for creation and each other.  It’s about hope for the world we want 

to live in.  Ending hunger means recognizing the ways God is at work in 

farming communities and the ways God is calling all of us, together, to be part 

of the solution. 

WORLD HUNGER 
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What is NTT Up To?  
 

The Give and Take Box is continuing. Your donations of personal care 

items are helpful to our neighbors. The box is filled (3) times every week. 

Maybe you can pick up an item or two to add to the box. You may put 

donations directly in the box or in the Give and Take crate in Memorial 

Hall. Items suggested by the team for the summer season are suntan lotion 

and sunscreen, chap stick and bug spray in addition to body wash, and toilet paper.  

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our community 

UKRAINE RELIEF 
Financial support still is needed for Ukraine and 

surrounding Eastern Europe countries that are 

providing support for refugees and humanitarian 

relief.  Gifts given at this time will be matched dollar-

for-dollar until $25,000 is reached.  Send donations 

to: Lutheran Disaster Response, P.O. Box 1809, 

Merrifield, VA, 22116-8009, OR to First Lutheran 

Church, with “Eastern Europe Crisis Response” in 

the memo line. 

“Following God’s call to use our gifts in service to Him.”  
 

What is the NTT (Neighborhood Task Team)? A group of congregations 

working together to offer our neighbors and community some 

assistance by sharing donated new and used coats, clothing, shoes, 

bedding, toys and books for children and adults several times during 

each year. The neighbors have gotten to know our church and know 

that the people they meet at events want to share God’s love through 

the items provided for them and their families. Participating 

congregations include First Lutheran, St. Luke Lutheran, Trinity Lutheran and Trinity 

Episcopal Church. These congregations donate items for events and help with sorting 

items and greeting and assisting folks on event days. This group is like a puzzle: put the 

talents and interests and abilities and resources together and we have something 

amazing that honors God and changes lives and attitudes. Thanks to each member of 

this team that works tirelessly and to all the supporting congregations for their 

assistance, support and donations. This team needs you-your prayers for our work, your 

donations and any ideas or tasks that you can help with. . 



9 

 

THE BACK TO SCHOOL EVENT  
 

Saturday, August 20, 11 a.m. -2 p.m.   
 

Thank you! To everyone who donated underwear and 

socks and/or cash in support of the upcoming Back to 

School and Mega events.  The donations totaled 40 

packages of underwear and 69 packages of socks.  In 

addition to these items, donations of $721 for additional 

underwear purchases and $910 for purchases of additional socks were received.  You 

are generous and caring following the commandment that Jesus taught us, “Love Your 

Neighbor as Yourself”.  Your donations are greatly appreciated.  We now have lots of 

socks and underwear to share.  God’s love is working among us. 
 

The task team is providing a back bag, underwear and socks, school supplies, books, T-

shirts and sweatpants.  
 

Please share this information with families of elementary children who have a need for 

these items in preparation or school attendance.  If you would like to volunteer at this 

event, please email Mary Gotwald at mgotwald@embarqmail.com or call 717-264-4759.  

A post event update will be provided. 

 

Laundry Events are held approximately 7 times per year. 2-4 team members 
set up a table at laundromats in close proximity to First and share $6.00 
packages of dollar bills or quarters toward the cost of the machines. We also 
offer detergent pods, dryer sheets, water bottles, church pens and children’s 
books. We let folks know that we care and invite them to worship if the 
conversation moves in that direction. At the most recent event one of the 
gentlemen that we talked to said, ”This is a good thing that you are doing.” 
We share who we are, where we are from and why we are there. Donations 
may be placed in containers at sanctuary entrances, given to Tudy Gates or 
the church office. In addition to monetary donations, the team appreciates 
help with detergent pods and dryer sheets. Children’s book donations, new or 
used, are appreciated. Next Laundry event at the Broad St Laundromat on July 17.  

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our Community 

National Night Out  
 

On August 2, 2022 the team will have a table at the National Night Out 
event in the Meadow Creek Community. This community was formerly 
call The Projects. The event is sponsored by The Franklin County 
Housing Authority. These are our neighbors. If you are interested in 
participating please contact Joyce Ray. The hours of the event are 
actually afternoon hours, 2-5 pm.  

mailto:mgotwald@embarqmail.com


10 

 

The SpiriTrust Lutheran 

Auxiliary is selling discount 

cards as a fundraiser. The 

money raised from selling 

these cards is used to help 

supplement such programs as 

Hospice, Home Care, and The 

Inn. The cards cost $5.00 and 

can be used for discounts at 

various businesses in the area 

until June 30, 2023. If you are 

interested in purchasing a 

card and supporting these 

programs, please see Tudy 

Gates or call (717) 264-6312. 

Thanks for your support!  

SPIRITRUST LUTHERAN 

Mega Event, November 5, 2022. A giveaway of winter coats, 

clothing, shoes and boots, bedding and towels, hats, scarves and 

mittens for men, women and children. Donation collection will 

begin September 1. Donations may be dropped off in Memorial 

Hall.  
 

How can you be a part of this outreach?  
 

Pray for those that we reach out to, pray for the team that we follow God’s guidance 

and for volunteers who work together to prepare for the events.  
 

Join us for an event. We always need extra hands and folks to engage in 

conversation with our neighbors.  
 

Help on a sorting day. You may stay the 2 hours or whatever time you can give.  
 

Make signs by hand or on the computer. We want to upgrade our item and size 

signs.  
 

Donate items that are no longer useful to you. Tell your friends and neighbors 

that First  is accepting donations. We need more children’s clothing.  

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 

Sharing God’s love in our Community 
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Thank you to our church family for the roses, altar flowers, 

Valentines, cards & visits.  Thanks to all who offered prayers 

on our behalf and to God who answered your prayers to our 

benefit. 
 

We still have some problems, maybe what they are calling 

“Long Covid”, but we have come a long way for which we are 

very thankful.  Also, thanks to Tim for his help the Sunday I 

fell.  God bless each of you and keep you in His care. 
 

Love, 
 

Dot & Bob Hammer 

A huge THANK YOU to all who have been making contributions earmarked for Capital 

Improvements. Your generous donations along with money from our endowment fund 

have funded the following improvements since 2020 at a total cost of $82,750. 
 

 Sidewalk repair near the church building 

 Painting of exterior window frames 

 Security cameras and key card entry system 

 Exterior sign 

 Fire suppression system 

 Emergency generator 

 HVAC system in Pastor’s office and meeting 

rooms 

 Repair of elevator door/lights 
 

Projects for the future: 
 

 Replacement/Repair of Water Street sidewalk 

 New Defibrillator 

 Upgrade of sound & video system 

 Repair of stained-glass window frames 

 Reconfiguration of parking lot 
 

We hope you will continue to contribute to Capital Improvements. If you have not done 

so in the past, we ask that you prayerfully consider doing so. Every contribution, no 

matter how small, makes a difference. 
 

Sally Herritt 

Treasurer 

THANK YOU 
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THANK YOU 

Dear Friends at First,  

It has been over a month since I returned from my trip to Slovakia to help the Ukrainian refugees 
and it has been over two full months since the beginning of the war.  The trip was powerful, moving 
and in many ways heartbreaking, and I still can’t believe there is war in Europe, right on the 
doorsteps of my home country. The suffering of mothers and grandmothers taking their children into 
safety, making sure they experience as little trauma as possible. As one mother said, “during the day 
we try to make the journey an adventure for the children, and then at night we cry.”  And who 
wouldn't cry, when you have to leave our homeland, your family and friends, but also your career, 
your interests and your dreams.  I know many of us can’t even imagine what that must be like. 

It is in the midst of this kind of suffering, that I’ve also experienced the incredible response of so 
many who live out Christ’s calling to love their neighbor and help those in need:  volunteering at the 
border, handing out supplies, carrying suitcases, cooking meals, providing health care or a warm 
place to stay overnight.  People that drive those in a need of accommodations and then churches, 
organizations and families that are housing those without a home.  The need is tremendous, not only 
at the border, but also in the places where people are committed to helping the refugees long term—
opening their homes to strangers, without knowing how long the will stay. I had the privilege to 
work with these churches and organizations and with your financial support we continue to lend a 
helping hand during this humanitarian crisis. 

As I have said, the work is not over.  There are more people coming, with an immediate need of 
help, but there are also those, who now deal with integration into their new “home” and recovery 
from the trauma they experienced along the way.  Our commitment is to stay involved in aiding 
those in need. So far we were able to distribute $37,000 to congregations that are working directly 
with refugees. The financial support is helping with accommodations, food, clothing, transportation 
and school supplies for kids as well as direct help at the border. We are also helping inside Ukraine, 
at the border city of  Uzhhorod, where thousands of Ukrainians fled from the areas affected by war.  
In Uzhhorod we are partnering with Salvation Church, as they are feeding, housing, transporting and 
helping those looking for safety in their city but not looking to leave their country. 

THANK YOU!  You are part of this mission as we continue to work with our partner congregations 
in helping the refugees. The current updates can be found at www.elchome.org under ELC Ukraine 
Mission and on Evangelical Lutheran Church of Waynesboro Facebook Page. Thank you so much 
for all your generous contributions. 

Pastor Drahus 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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TRANSPORTATION 

Need a Ride? 
Our church provides 

transportation to 

church on Sundays!   

Please call if you need a ride.   

Church office:  717-264-2015 

HOSPITALIZATION 
 

If someone you know from our 

church is hospitalized please   

contact Pastor Nicholson to let 

her know by calling  

717-264-2015 ext.4 or email  

flcpastor@outlook.com.  If this is 

an emergency—feel free to 

contact Pastor Nicholson at 

home 717-753-3940 

Council 
 

President: Tim Gotwald 

Vice President:  Tom Kriner 

Secretary:  Rose Wilson 

Treasurer:  Sally Herritt 

Pastor:  Jane Nicholson 

Deacon: Freda Dorand 

Jeff Dorand 

Barb Evans 

Mary Beth McGraw-Warne 

Joyce Ray 

Tedd Sloan 

Gerry Wilson 

Financial Secretary:  Carol McCoy  

HELPING HANDS 

PRAYER CHAIN 
May we include you in our prayers? Do 

you have a prayer need that we can 

help you with? If so, please call our 

prayer–chain group leader:    

Marcia Hunt @  

717-263-0781 

Names are kept on the prayer chain for 

1 month. After that month, please 

contact the office again if you would like 

to have a name on for another month. 

Deadline for the 
September 
Newsletter  

will be  
August 15 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WANTED: Sexton (custodian) at Trinity Lutheran Church, 431 

Philadelphia Ave in Chambersburg. Job involves cleaning the 

church and light maintenance. 25 hours per week - work week is 

Monday thru Friday.  Nine paid vacation days per year with 

additional paid time off.  If interested, call, email or stop in at 

Trinity’s office to request an application. Office phone:  

717-263-8156 Email: office@trinitychbg.org 
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Trever Plasterer 7/2  Mason Boswell 7/19  Gabrielle Saylor 7/24 

Peyton Buselli 7/3  Mark Nicholson 7/21  James Sloan  II 7/24 

Cameron Stouffer 7/5  Jodi Wilson  7/21  Ann Chocha  7/26 

Liam Coy  7/6  Margery Lau 7/23  Donald Mayer 7/28 

Nancy Wildeson 7/9  Gage Boock  7/24  John Shupp  7/28 

Jeffrey Diehl 7/9  Nancy George 7/24   Carl Holt  7/29 

Madison Wenger 7/14  Shirley Leister 7/24   Frank Buselli 7/31 

Emersyn Plasterer 7/18  Joyce Ray  7/24  Brynn Sekel  7/31 

Collin Hammond  8/5 Christopher Lau        8/18 Colin Hefner    8/26 

Christian Burkholder 8/7 Michael Dent        8/19 Mitchell Wilson   8/26 

Catherine Craven  8/7 Judith Etter         8/20 Georgann Overcash  8/28 

Jeffrey Goodman  8/7 Steven Schumacher      8/20 William Curfman      8/29 

Gary Fleegal   8/11 Kimberly Brown        8/21 Tracey Savary   8/29 

Douglas Pheil  8/11 Susan Rote         8/22 Sloan Huber    8/31 

Kenley Craven  8/15 Dalton Paul         8/25 Carol Leach    8/31 

Marianne Kennedy  8/16 Kira Coy         8/26  
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Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 CHURCH OFFICE 717-264-2015 

Parish Administrator ext. 1 

Director of Music ext. 3  

Pastor ext. 4 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

43 W. Washington Street 
Chambersburg, PA  17201 
E-mail:  felccoffice@gmail.com 
Website:  www.felcc.org 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 

@felccyouth 


