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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

September is always a busy and exciting month.  On SEPTEMBER 11 we 
will have our worship services at 10:45 with Sunday School at 9:30 for 
Children in Room 208, Confirmation Classes for 6th, 7th, and 8th Graders in 
Meeting Room #2 on the first floor, and adults will meet in the Fellowship 
Hall to video chat with our missionary, Jonathan Raber.  The Adult Class, 
“Saved by Faith through Grace” taught by Pastor Steve Dorsett, will 
begin on September 18 in the Parlor.  

The Parish Life Committee will be providing coffee and donuts before 
Sunday School. What a wonderful time to gather together.  We hope you 
will be able to join us regularly.  Consider talking with Freda Dorand to 
join the Vocal Choir or the Rose Ringers Handbell Choir. 

My Spiritual Journeys will take me in a different direction this fall.  Beginning August 22 I will be 
completing the last portion of my sabbatical and a week of vacation.  The apostle Paul took many trips 
and each of them enriched him as a person and gave him spiritual insight.  It is my prayer that my 
Spiritual Journey with travels to the Midwest to visit with my aging aunts and uncles as well as trips 
to see my brothers and sisters will serve as a renewal time with my family.  On this Spiritual 
Pilgrimage it will be wonderful to slow down, admire, and absorb the work of God as my husband and 
I visit God’s great creation in national parks in the western states.  I will be returning to the office on 
Monday, November 7.   

The first portion of my sabbatical in Germany gave me a new appreciation for the work of Martin 
Luther. On this trip I met a wonderful congregational group from California.  They welcomed me and 
treated me as one of their own.  What an enriching experience of Christian Community this was. 

I am grateful to the members of First Lutheran for allowing this sabbatical time and I look forward to 
returning to First Lutheran renewed and invigorated for the years to come. 

On the next page is a list of persons who have agreed to provide pastoral care if you are in need of 
Pastoral Visits or conversations.  Thank you to our Eucharistic Ministers for taking communion to our 
homebound.  Thank you to our Social Missions Committee members for offering to care for the 
congregation discretionary fund and its recipients while I am away.  If you have a financial need, 
please call the church office and our Parish Administrator will explain the process.  Also on the next 
page our Worship Schedule and who will be sharing the Word of God each week is printed.  All of the 
supply pastors are very gifted and we are blessed to have them with us. 

May God’s love and care surround you.  

Pastor Jane Nicholson 
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 August 28  Angela Zimmann preaching / Orchestra Sunday 
 

 September 4  Communion / Herb Spomer preaching 
 

 September 11 Worship 10:45 / Bill Nienstedt preaching 
 

 September 18 Communion / Bill Nienstedt preaching 
 

 September 25 Bill Nienstedt preaching 
 

 October 2  Communion / Harvest Home / Of Lands and Seasons Liturgy /  
 Bill Nienstedt preaching 

 

 October 9  In-Gathering / Martin Zimmann preaching 
 

 October 16  Communion / WELCA Thank Offering Sunday; /  
 Angela Zimmann preaching 

 

 October 23  Stewardship Message / Martin Zimmann preaching 
 

           October 30  Communion / Reformation Sunday / Stewardship Message /  
 Bill Nienstedt preaching 

 

 November 6   Communion / All Saints Sunday / Stewardship Message /   
 Bill Nienstedt preaching 

 

 November 13 Receive Anticipated Giving Cards 

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care  On the weeks that Pastor Nicholson is on sabbatical Pastoral Care givers 
are as follows: 
 

August 22 through September 10 Pastor Christopher Fry 717-253-0322 
 

September 11 through October 1 Pastor Bill Nienstedt 717-491-9704 
 

October 2 through October 15 Pastor Warren Heintzelman 717-830-5690 
          or home 717-263-6326 
 

October  16 through October 28  Pastor Matt Kayhart 484-866-7684 cell 
     or 717-369-2319 (Church – Pastor checks messages daily.) 

 

October 29 through November 6 Pastor Bill Nienstedt 717-491-9704 

FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Rehearsals begin on Sept. 8 with Rose Ringers at 6pm  

and choir at 7pm.  See Freda for more information.   
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SEMINARY UPDATE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  9:30  
 
It is an exciting year for Sunday School.  We invite our students in 
grade 5 and younger to attend our children’s Sunday school held in 
room #208 on the second floor.  Thank you to Mary Gotwald and 
Nicki Johnson for teaching this class. Classes will begin on Sunday, 
September 11.  Confirmation classes will be taking place in 
Meeting Room #2 on the first floor for our 6th to 8th graders.  Thank 
you to Gerry Wilson working together with Pastor Nicholson as we 
study God’s Word and learn the Small Catechism.  Classes will 
begin on Sunday, September 11. 
 

On Sunday, September 11, during the Sunday School hour 

beginning at 9:30, Jonathan Raber from Peace & Hope International will speak with us via video 
chat. The Social Missions Committee encourages you to attend this presentation to meet Jon and 

hear about the work he and his wife, Laurie, are doing in Peru and around the world.  

 

Saved by Grace Through Faith is the title of our adult class taught by Pastor Steve Dorsett.  
The Apostle Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:8, “You have been saved by grace through faith.”  These 
were the words that inspired and drove Martin Luther.  In fact, he was so captivated by them that he 
added the word “alone” to them, in order to make sure that we as Lutherans would always take them 
as seriously as he did.  “By grace through faith alone” is the starting point of everything we believe 
and everything we do!  This class begins on September 18 in the Parlor. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

I am so grateful to the entire First Lutheran family for your 
continued prayers, notes, encouragement, and support throughout 
these first two years of seminary. I have finished my second year 
of classes and been accepted into the dual MDiv/MSW program, 
which was my hope when I started at PTS. That means that this 
academic year, I am taking social work classes in addition to 
finishing my seminary coursework. I hope that the combination 
of the two disciplines will prepare me for a wide range of 
ministry opportunities! Currently, I am working with Upper 
Dublin Lutheran Church in Ambler, PA, and have loved 
exploring various areas of ministry there (including with children 
and youth!). I would not be where I am without the growth and 
support I experienced during my time at First, and you continue 
to make a difference in my life. 

 

     Peace, 
     Kathleen 
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Giving Life and Value to All: Moving Toward Gender Justice  

St. Luke and Trinity Lutheran are sponsoring a seminar exploring the scope and cost of sexism and 
gender bias and the challenge to make a difference in gender justice. The free seminar will occur on 
Friday evening, September 30 and Saturday morning, October 1. The following sessions will be 
included: 

Friday, September 30 

6:00 - 6:30 pm, Check-in 

6:30 – 7:45 pm, Session 1:  

The Scope of Sexism and Gender Bias: It’s Bigger Than We Usually Think 

8:00 – 9:00 pm, Session 2:  

The Cost of Sexism and Gender Bias: It’s More Than We Usually Realize 

Saturday, October 1 

8:30 am, Continental Breakfast 

9:00 – 10:15 am, Session 3:  

The Challenge of Gender Justice: Making a Difference as Individual Disciples and Leaders 

10:30 – Noon, Session 4:  

The Challenge of Gender Justice: Making a Difference as the Church and as Institutions 

The seminar will be held at St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church, 2695 Luther Drive, 
Chambersburg, PA 17202. 

Participants may elect to attend in person or via zoom. All participants are asked to register by 
Tuesday, September 20, 2022 by sending an email to micah6.8chbg@gmail.com. Because of 
COVID in person attendance will be limited and will be on a “first come, first served” basis. COVID 
mitigation protocols will be implemented as community infection requires. 

God has given us the gift of one another and has called us each to be disciples who love, grace, and 
value others so that all experience life as God intends. The Seminar explores Sexism and Gender Bias 
with the goal of helping participants to increase their awareness of sexism and gender bias toward 
men, LGBTQIA+ and women. Practical strategies will be offered for individual disciples, leaders, 
congregations, and institutions to use in making positive steps toward gender justice for all. 

Seminar Leaders:  Pastor Brenda Ritterpusch has served the church as a pastor for 33 years—the first 
woman called to each of her five parishes. She also authored “Finding your Voice, Sharing Your 
Faith,” a seminar on parish evangelism, which she presented to congregations and Synod assemblies. 
Susan Feldmann serves as the Director  of Music and chair  of the Reconciling in Christ Team  at 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Lancaster. She also was a cardiac nurse in a York area hospital for 15 
years. Both women witnessed and experienced painful and damaging sexism and gender bias in their 
professional lives. They share a common interest in how gender bias and sexism impact relationships 
and how we can grow in Christ to value people of all genders and uplift their diverse gifts. Pastor 
David Ritterpusch recently celebrated the 50th anniversary of his ordination. He has seen the 
impact of sexism and gender bias in his years of ministry. He seeks to hear the experiences and honor 
the identities of all and to work toward a more just world. 

Specific questions about the seminar can be posted to micah6.8chbg@gmail.com. 

mailto:micah6.8chbg@gmail.com
mailto:micah6.8chbg@gmail.com


5 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
Some of the ways your contributions have been used in the past year: 

ELCA World Hunger awarded 469 grants to partners in 67countries and 63 ELCA 
synods. 

Lutheran Disaster Response was at work in 47 countries around the world and 51 
states and territories in the United States and the Car ibbean. 

The Fund for Leaders provided over $3.2 million in scholarship assistance to 317 
seminary students. 

More than 120 ELCA missionary households walk alongside communities in 45 countries 
around the world. 

Thank you for your part in accompanying these projects through your generous gifts. 

“The compassionate life is a grateful life, and actions born out of gratefulness are not compulsive 
but free, not somber, but joyful, not fanatical but liberating.  When gratitude is the source of our 
actions, our giving becomes receiving and those to whom we minister become our ministers.” 

SOCIAL MISSIONS 
The Social Missions Committee is pleased to report that the financial support of 
two of our global missions will continue through 2023: Peace & Hope 
International and Tree-4-Hope. This support is a result of the Stouffer Fund 
established by Minnie Stouffer in 1968 “for the support of our foreign 
missionaries”.  In our search for organizations to support it was very important 
to the committee that we be kept informed and, if possible, have personal 
contact with them.  

We were pleased to have David Hope-Tringali from Tree-4-Hope 
with us last month. This month, on Sunday, September 11, 
during the Sunday School hour beginning at 9:30, Jonathan 
Raber from Peace & Hope International will speak with us via 
video chat. The committee encourages you to attend this presentation  
to meet Jon and hear about the work he and his wife, Laurie, are doing in  
Peru and around the world.  

Discretionary Fund 

Thank you to those who donate to the discretionary funds.  On Wednesdays, two volunteers will be 

working with people who are in need during Pastor's time away.  If you are able to assist by donating 
to the fund, that would be helpful.  Checks may be made payable to First Lutheran and in the memo 

line write "Discretionary Fund."  Again - Thank you for your work with this important 

ministry.  Pastor Nicholson 

“A checkbook is a theological document. It will tell you who and what you worship.”  
Billy Graham    

DISCRETIONARY FUND 
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The topic for discussion at 

the next meeting of the 

Women of the ELCA is 

“Called to be Political (But 

I don’t want to be political).”  This program will explore that 

call, looking at the Bible and the writing of Martin Luther.  

This is a very timely topic, given today’s strong divisions in 

the political arena.  All women of the church are invited for 

some lively discussion, and the fellowship with other 

members from First.  The meeting will be held on Thursday, 

September 8 at 1:30 p.m. in the meeting room, and the 

program will be led by Nancy Fricke.  Refreshments will be 

served. 

CAMP HEBRON FALL RETREAT  The annual fall retreat will be held on 
October 28 to 30, 2022 at Camp Hebron.  The Rev. Barbara Berry will be 
the main speaker, and the theme for the event will be “Jesus is the Vine.  
What does it mean to be a branch?”  Pastor Berry is currently the interim 
minister at Solomon’s Lutheran Church.  Registrations will be accepted 
until September 12, either for the full weekend or for just Saturday.  The 
event will include worship, a hayride, social times and delicious meals.  
See Nancy Fricke or Janet Friend for registration forms. 

    WELCA 

The Women’s 
Fellowship Breakfast  

Will be held at 
8:30 a.m. Wednesday, 

September 21 at Bob Evans 
 

ALL LADIES ARE 
WELCOME. 

November 5 is the scheduled date for the 2022 Mega Event. The NTT is 
collecting new and used items for the event. This is a list of items we are 
collecting: Winter coats for men, women and children; Hats, scarves, 
mittens/gloves; Winter clothing for men, women and children; Shoes, 
boots, socks for men, women and children; books – pre-school and upper 
elementary; adult devotional/religious; washcloths, bath towels blankets, 
and bedding. Please wash all items before donating them. The collection 
will begin on September 1 and run through October 21st. Drop off is in Memorial Hall in the 
designated bins. Please tell your family and friends about this chance to donate unused or 
outgrown items. The coats for children are a big need. This is our opportunity to help our 
neighbors be comfortable through the winter and for us to share God’s love. First Lutheran is 
partnering with Trinity Lutheran, Trinity Episcopal and St. Luke Lutheran in our efforts to bless 
our community. Thanks be to God who is working through all of us. If your have questions or need 
help in delivering a donation to First, contact Mary Gotwald at 717-264-4759.  

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 
Sharing God’s love in our community 
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The SpiriTrust Lutheran 

Auxiliary is selling discount 

cards as a fundraiser. The money 

raised from selling these cards is 

used to help supplement such 

programs as Hospice, Home 

Care, and The Inn. The cards 

cost $5.00 and can be used for 

discounts at various businesses 

in the area until June 30, 2023. If 

you are interested in purchasing 

a card and supporting these 

programs, please see Tudy Gates 

or call (717) 264-6312. Thanks for 

your support!  

NEIGHBORHOOD TASK TEAM 
Sharing God’s love in our community 

SPIRITRUST LUTHERAN 

Neighborhood Task Team Laundry Ministry On March 12, 2017 the 
newly formed outreach team, now known as the NTT (Neighborhood 
Task Team), held the first Laundry Day at Nana’s Wash House 
which was located right next door to the church. The team gave out 
quarters for the washing machines, detergent pods, dryer sheets and 
invited our neighbors to have snacks and conversation in the church 
narthex while their laundry machines were cleaning their clothing at 
the laundromat. Our goal, then and now, was to bring Christ’s love to 
our neighbors. Although Nana’s no longer exists, we now hold 
laundry events at the Spot Laundromat in the South Gate Mall, The 
Broad Street Laundromat and occasionally at the Scottee 
Laundromat. At all of these locations our neighbors appreciate the 
small gifts, conversation and our interest in them. This event is a 
connection-showing others that we care about them because God first loved us. The funds for the 
laundry outreach are nearly depleted. Can you help? The NTT collects $1 bill, quarters, dryer sheets 
and laundry pods to share with our neighbors. The congregation does so much to support the NTT 
outreach projects. We appreciate all of your support and are thankful for your generosity. Please 
consider supporting this project. You are also invited to attend an event with us and experience the 
joy of sharing God’s love with our neighbors. Donations by check should be made out to First 
Lutheran Church with NTT Laundry in the memo. Cash donations may be made at the church office 
or placed in the basket designated for Laundry at the back of the church or the detergent container at 
the front exit of the church. God’s blessings to you, our partners in mission.  
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THANK YOU 

Pastor Jane & My Church Family, 

Thank you for all your prayers, many cards, flowers, phone calls and 
hugs before and after the passing of my son, Chuck Yaukey. 

Thanks to Karen Naus and Peggy Stout for delivering the flowers, even 
though they had difficulty locating my house. 

God Bless you all. 

Marilyn Yaukey & Family 

I would like to thank Pastor Nicholson for my visits and prayers for me 
while I was in the hospital, also thanks to the ELCA women for the 
beautiful rose bud vase and all the cards I received. 
 

Thank you so much for everything. 
 

Love, 
Judy Etter 

 Social Missions:  Approval to donate $6,000 to Tree 
4 Hope and $4,000 to Peace and Hope International  
using the funds designated for Global Missions.   

 God’s Work, Our hands:  Thr ivent Grant will be 
used to purchase items to assemble health kits. This 
assemblage  may be a Sunday School project .  

 Stewardship:  The theme will be Living Legacy. 
Stewardship messages will be presented Oct 23, 30, and 

Nov 6.  Pledge cards will be distributed.  

 Pastor’s Report: Pastor  had a good tr ip to Germany.  She will share her  exper iences on 
August 14.  On her return, she has been busy in Pastoral Care: Funerals, setting up a fall Bible 

Study with Rev Steve Dorsett, getting Sunday School and confirmation  classes arranged.   Gerry 

Wilson will be teaching Confirmation and Mary Gotwald and Nicki Johnson will be teaching 

Sunday School to  elementary age students.   Pastor also met with LARC. There will be no 
Advent Service, however, there will be a Thanksgiving Service , the Tuesday before 

Thanksgiving at Corpus Christi.   Community Night Out  we connected with 43 people to 

distribute pamphlets, books, pens and mini Bible cubes.  

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 
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TRANSPORTATION 

Need a Ride? 
Our church provides transportation to  

church on Sundays!   

Please call if you need a ride.   

Church office:  717-264-2015 

Council 
 

President: Tim Gotwald 

Vice President:  Tom Kriner 

Secretary:  Rose Wilson 

Treasurer:  Sally Herritt 

Pastor:  Jane Nicholson 

Deacon: Freda Dorand 

Jeff Dorand 

Barb Evans 

Mary Beth McGraw-Warne 

Joyce Ray 

Tedd Sloan 

Gerry Wilson 

Financial Secretary:  Carol McCoy  

HELPING HANDS 

PRAYER CHAIN 
May we include you in our 

prayers? Do you have a prayer 

need that we can help you 

with? If so, please call our 

prayer–chain group leader:    

Marcia Hunt @  

717-263-0781 

Names are kept on the prayer 

chain for 1 month. After that 

month, please contact the 

office again if you would like 

to have a name on for another 

month. 

Deadline for  
The October 
Newsletter  

will be  
September 15 

Ann Kmiecik 9/1    Charles Kampmeyer    9/18 

Gabriel Dubs 9/2 Sandra Drake     9/19 

Timothy Gotwald 9/3 Renee Holoviak      9/19 

James Warne 9/5 Bill DeHass       9/21 

Benjamin Yaukey 9/9 Brian McKenrick      9/21 

Kenneth Shearer 9/11 Justin Holoviak      9/22 

Angela Cody  9/12 Paige Massimilla      9/24 

Kathy Shoop  9/12 Gerald Wilson      9/25 

Strauss Vinson 9/12 Aria Lensbower      9/26 

William Huber 9/13 Bonnie Huber      9/28 

Wanda Forrester 9/14  Gertrude Kampmeyer 9/28 

Jane Love  9/14 Shirley Shaner      9/28 

Leonard Carbaugh 9/16 Carol McCoy       9/30 

Patti Plasterer 9/17 
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Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 CHURCH OFFICE 717-264-2015 

Parish Administrator ext. 1 

Director of Music ext. 3  

Pastor ext. 4 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

43 W. Washington Street 
Chambersburg, PA  17201 
E-mail:  felccoffice@gmail.com 
Website:  www.felcc.org 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

@FirstEvangelicalLutheranChurch 

@felccyouth 

 
Join us on Sunday, September 11 

Autumn Welcome Back 
 

 
      9:15 Coffee and Donut Fellowship 

 

 
 

 9:30 Children’s Sunday School and 
         Confirmation Classes 
 

          Adult video conference with  
  Missionary  Jonathan Raber 
 

      (Regular Adult Class begins September 18) 
          

 

10:45 Worship   

 


