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WELCOME VISITORS 
 
 

It is a joy to have you here at worship with us today.  
 

Visitors are invited to pick up a Visitor’s Packet as you leave worship today.  

Thank you for joining us this morning!   We are blessed by your presence.  
 

Children are always welcome at worship.  

If desired, there is an unstaffed nursery available for parents and their children  

on the first floor near the ramp, across the hall from the bulletin boards. 
 

Large print bulletins and hearing devices for today’s worship are available.  

Feel free to ask an usher if interested.  

Children are always welcome in church.  
 

Large print bulletins for today’s worship are available.  

Feel free to ask an usher if interested.  

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST 

January 1 – January 8 
 

Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion 

    Naming of Jesus 
 

Monday         Office Closed 
 

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Property 

    Annual Reports Due 
 

Wednesday  9:30 a.m.  Quilting  
 

Thursday 6:00 p.m. Rose Ringers 

  7:00 p.m. Choir 
 

Friday   Epiphany 
 

Sunday  9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

  10:45 a.m. Worship  

    Baptism of our Lord 

    Installation of Council 
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GATHERING 
 

WELCOME AND PRELUDE   

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 
We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son (+), and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
 

O God of the Ages, we have brought in a new year with celebration. 

 We rejoice in the gift of another year of life, 

 and events that will serve as markers for our memory. 

 

2023 is a time for new beginnings, to welcome second chances and to start again. 

We stand on new ground, full of tomorrows,  

embracing our gift of hope: 

knowing that in your grace, things do work out, 

bodies do heal, relationships mend, 

and life goes on in all its mystery and wonder and splendor. 

 

O Lord, we observe today your marker of a new beginning. 

We celebrate your sign of the new covenant in these simple elements of bread and 

wine.  May these be a mark for us of the renewing of your covenant in our hearts 

as we remember the gift of new life in Jesus.  Amen 

 

Gracious God, in Christ Jesus you come among us as light shining in darkness. 

We confess our failure to welcome this light. 

Forgive us and renew our hope, so that we may live in the light of your grace, 

and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord.  Amen 

 

I bring you good news of great joy:  To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord. 

Your sins are forgiven in ☩ Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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Let All Together Praise Our God 
Music and Text:  Nikolaus Herman 
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GREETING 
 

Alleluia!  Christ is born for us. 

Oh, come let us adore him. 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 

In the Word was life, 

and the life was the light of all people. 
 

The word became flesh and lived among us, 

full of grace and truth, and we have seen his glory. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of 

Jesus to be a sign of our salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the Savior 

of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

WORD 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING       Numbers 6:22-27 
 

22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying,  

Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 

 24The LORD bless you and keep you; 

 25the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
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 26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

 27So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM        Psalm 147:12-20 
 

 12Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; 

  praise your God, O Zion, 

 13who has strengthened the bars of your gates 

  and has blessed your children within you. 

 

 14God has established peace on your borders 

  and satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

 15God sends out a command to the earth, 

  a word that runs very swiftly. 
 

 16God gives snow like wool, 

  scattering frost like ashes. 

 17God scatters hail like bread crumbs. 

  Who can stand against God's cold? 

 

 18The LORD sends forth the word and melts them; 

  the wind blows, and the waters flow. 

 19God declares the word to Jacob, 

  statutes and judgments to Israel. 

 

 20The LORD has not done so to any other nation; 

  they do not know God's judgments.   Hallelujah! 

 

SECOND READING       Galatians 4:4-7 
 

4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 

under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 

receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the 

Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a 

slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 



7 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

ALLELUIA 

 

GOSPEL          Luke 2:15-21 
 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke.   

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 

which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary 

and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made 

known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

 21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was 

called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

SERMON  Silence follows the sermon for reflection. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

MEAL 

GATHERING OF GIFTS 
  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, 

including the care of those in need.  Online giving is available at felcc.org 

 

Please stand as the gifts are brought forward. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

God with us:  You came as a baby to a manger. 

You slept on straw and greeted shepherds. 

You come again in bread and wine. 

Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. 

And then, through these gifts, help us to bless the lives of others 

In the strength of your holy name.  Amen. 

  

GREAT THANKSIVING  Tune:  Angels We Have Heard on High 

  

May the good Lord be with you. 

Lift our hearts to God in praise. 

 

May the Lord be with you too. 

To the Lord our hearts we raise. 

Gloria in Excelsis Deo! Gloria in Excelsis Deo! 

 

In the Word of God made flesh 

Great and wondrous Mystery 

Now we see with vision fresh 

God’s abundant majesty. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis Deo!  Gloria in Excelsis Deo! 

 

Therefore with the church on earth 

 and the hosts of heav’n above; 

 Let us pray his name, whose birth, 

 brings to us eternal love. 
 

 Gloria in Excelsis Deo! Gloria in Excelsis Deo! 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, 

at the birth of time your word brought light into the world. 

in the fullness of time, you set your Word, born of Mary, 

to shine in our darkness and to make us your daughters and sons. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

this cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, 

his death and resurrection, 

we await his coming again 

when all things will be restored in him. 
 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 

that, held and nourished by you, 

we may live as your children, 

shining with the light of your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in our holy church, 

both now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Inspired by the angels, let us pray through song: 
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PRAYER     Tune:  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
 

Our Father Lord, on heav’n’s high throne,  

most holy be your name. 

Your kingdom come, your will be done  

On earth – in heav’n the same. 

Give us this day the food we need;  

forgiven may we be; 

Into temptation do not lead;  

from evil set us free. 
 

Yours is the kingdom; unto you   

is grateful love we bow; 

And yours the pow’r Lord, let us view   

your mighty presence now. 

The glory yours; your praise be sung  

by women and by men 

in ev’ry land, by ev’ry tongue  

forevermore! Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come, behold and receive our God.   

Thanks be to God! 
 

 

Communion: All Christians who believe that Jesus is truly present in the bread 

(body of Christ) and in the wine (blood of Christ) are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

To receive Holy Communion, please come down the center aisle, take a glass (the 

prefilled glasses contain grape juice), and gather at the altar. Non-communing 

children and adults may come forward for a blessing. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
Text:  Liturgy of St. James, tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-1885, alt.  Music:  PICARDY, 17th cent. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 

TABLE BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace! 

Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 
 

Oh, thank the Lord and sing his praise, 

what God has done proclaim! 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice 

and proudly bear his name. 

Lord, let your servant go in peace; 

your word has been fulfilled. 

Oh tidings of comfort and joy, 

comfort and joy, 

Oh tidings of comfort and joy! 

 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

 

God is the Alpha and the Omega, 

the beginning and the end. 

May God grant you grace and peace 

at the dawn of this New Year. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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O God, Our Help I Ages Past 

Text:  Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt  Music:  ST. ANNE, William Croft, 1678-1727 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Glory to God in the Highest! 

Peace to God’s people on earth! 

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33504. Hymns reprinted by permission under One License #A-727079 and 

CCLI #11318988 

 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers … 

 
 

Healing:  Denise Heinbaugh (1/10), Janelle Nelling (1/5),  

Barbie Vincent (1/6) 
 

Long Term Care: Pat Dent, Austin Hunter, Mary Lou Jessen,  

Mid Kramer, Mary Jane LeFevre, and Tina Smith 
 

Grief:  Family of William Curfman 

 

Military:    Tawny & Brad Arnold, Parker Brown, and Aaron Nogle 
 

World Concerns: War in Ukraine 
 

ATTENDANCE  December 24  58  In-person           33  On-line 

   December 25  25  In-person           16  On-line 
 

MASK WEARING Franklin County has entered into the “high transmission” 

category of Covid.  The CDC advocates for the wearing of masks in group 

settings.  Vaccinations and boosters are also highly recommended.  Masks will 

remain optional at First Lutheran. If you would like a mask, they are available at 

the worship space entrances.   
 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS-Please note the church office will be closed on 

January 2, 2023. If you have a pastoral emergency, please call Pastor Nicholson at 

home. 717-753-3940.  
 

ANNUAL REPORTS from the committees and staff are due to the 

church office by Tuesday, January 3, 2023. 
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LITTLE DAISY’S CLOSET shares God’s love by providing NO COST 

clothing, food, and personal care items to those in need. First Lutheran has chosen 

to support this non-profit with our special Christmas offerings. Collections will 

continue through January 31, 2023. Please make checks payable to Little Daisy’s 

Closet. Cash is also accepted; envelopes are provided in Memorial Hall.  
 

ART EXHIBIT ICONS IN TRANSFORMATON will be held until January 28, 

2023 at Evangelical Lutheran Church in Waynesboro.  Please see bulletin board, 

or your November First News First for dates and times. 
 

NTT IS “HANGING” AGAIN! On Martin Luther King holiday weekend the 

NTT team will hang hats, scarves, mittens and gloves for men, women and 

children on the fence out front of First. If you have gently used or new items to 

share please drop the items in the collection bin in Memorial Hall. 
 

LAUNDRY DAY REPORT three NTT volunteers held a Laundry Event at Spot 

Laundromat on December 11, 2022. It was a great day. The people that we met 

were appreciative of our efforts to make a difference in their day by sharing 

money for the washing machines, detergent, dryer sheets, water and 

books for the children. We wore our Santa hats and gave out candy canes.  The 

laundromat personnel were welcoming. The gentleman who was working there 

that day came over and said, “This is a great thing you are doing here.” The team 

enjoys helping our neighbors and sharing God’s love and goodness with them. 

Anytime you would like to join us, we welcome you.  Thank you for the quarters. 
 

SCHOOL BACKPACK PROGRAM Donations of food items 

for the backpack program are greatly appreciated.  Suggested 

items for the school backpack program for the month of January 

are:  graham or animal crackers, light popcorn, whole grain cereal, 

granola bars and cereal, all in individual-size containers.  These 

items are distributed to those elementary school students who may lack full 

nutritional meals for weekends.  Thank you for your continued support of this 

program. 
 

THE GIVE AND TAKE BOX When you are out shopping, please pick up a few 

personal care items to share.  Needed items include shampoo, deodorant, tissues, 

toothpaste and brushes, hand soap, body soap, laundry detergent, dish detergent, 

band aids, toilet paper. Thank you for your care and concern.  
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
 

  January 1   January 8  January 15 
 

Lector: Karen Maclay  Nancy Fricke  Joyce Ray   
 

Soundboard:  Scott Carbaugh  Bob Lawyer  Marlin Maclay 
 

Communion             

Assistants: Jim Brown       Jim Brown 

Becky Hoover      Becky Hoover  

  Jane Love      Jane Love 
 

Ushers:          Barb Evans   Barb Evans  Barb Evans 

           Rick Gates   Rick Gates  Rick Gates 

           Denny Love   Denny Love  Denny Love 

           Rob Willits   Rob Willits  Rob Willits 

           Karin Woods   Karin Woods  Karin Woods         
 

Greeters:       Karen Naus   Karen Naus  Karen Naus 
                     
Altar Guild:   Barb Evans   Barb Evans  Barb Evans 

Karin Woods   Karin Woods          Karin Woods 
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43 West Washington Street 

Chambersburg Pa 17201 

www.felcc.org 

FELCCoffice@gmail.com 

717–264-2015 

Pastor  The Rev. Jane Nicholson 

Pastoral Assistant The Rev. Charles Kampmeyer 

Director of Church Music Freda J. Dorand, Deacon 

Parish Administrator Cheryl Christman 

Treasurer Sally Herritt 

Financial Secretary Carol McCoy 

Custodian Jennifer Flores 

 

Church Office Hours – Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 
 

The mission of First Lutheran Church is to be the light of Jesus, 

burning brightly and vigorously in our community. 

 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship at 10:45 a.m. 

also on facebook at First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

and on our webpage at www.FELCC.org  

 

ALL are invited to hear and receive God's blessing in Jesus,  

and to worship with us.  

 

 

We welcome visitors this morning.  
Please pick up a visitor’s packet. They are located at the top of the steps.  

at the rear of the church or on the table at the elevator entrance. 

 

 


