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Welcome to Worship 
 

It is a joy to have you here at worship with us today.  
 

Visitors are invited to pick up a Visitor’s Packet as you leave worship today.  

Thank you for joining us this morning!   We are blessed by your presence.  
 

Children are always welcome at worship.  

If desired, there is an unstaffed nursery available for parents and their children  

on the first floor near the ramp, across the hall from the bulletin boards. 
 

Large print bulletins and hearing devices for today’s worship are available.  

Feel free to ask an usher if interested.  

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST 
February 19 – February 26 

 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Sunday School  

10:45 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion 

  Transfiguration of Our Lord 

11:45 a.m. Pancake and Sauage Lunch 
     

Monday       6:00 p.m. Spinning Illusions 

7:00 p.m. Scouts 
 

Tuesday 9:00 a.m. NTT Sort Day 

7:00 p.m. Scouts 
   

Wednesday 9:30 a.m.  Quilting 
9:30am Imposition of Ashes  (Chapel) 

5:30pm Imposition of Ashes  (Chapel) 

7:00pm  Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion  

(Sanctuary) 
 

Thursday 6:00 p.m. Rose Ringers 

  7:00 p.m. Adult Choir 
 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

  10:45 p.m. Worship  
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GATHERING 
 

WELCOME  
 

PRELUDE   

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

Please kneel or be seated as you are able. 
 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

 



4 

 

Beautiful Savior 

Text:  Münster; 1677, tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904  Music:  Silesian folk tune 19th. Cent. 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the 

faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright 

cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as 

your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy 

its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

WORD 

FIRST READING      Exodus 24:12-18 
 

12The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I 

will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I 

have written for their instruction.” 13So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, 

and Moses went up into the mountain of God. 14To the elders he had said, “Wait 

here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever 

has a dispute may go to them.” 
 

 15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 

mountain. 16The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered 

it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now the 
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appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the 

mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud, and went 

up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 
  

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM          Psalm 2 

 
1Why are the nations in an uproar? 

  Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 

 2Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot  

        together, against the LORD and against the LORD’s anointed? 

 

 3“Let us break their yoke,” they say; 

  “let us cast off their  bonds from us.” 

 4God whose throne is in heaven is laughing; 

  the LORD holds them in derision. 
 

 5Then in wrath God speaks to them, 

  and in rage fills them with terror. 

 6“As for me, I have anointed my king 

  upon Zion, my holy mountain.” 
 

 7Let me announce the decree of the LORD, 

  who said to me, “You are my son; this day have I begotten you. 

 8Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance 

  and the ends of the earth for your possession.  
 

 9You shall crush them with an iron rod 

  and shatter them like a piece of pottery.” 

 10And now, you kings, be wise; 

  be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
 

 11Submit to the LORD with fear, 

  and with trembling bow in worship; 

 12lest the LORD be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of wrath. 

  Happy are all who take refuge in God!  
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SECOND READING       2 Peter 1:16-21 
 

16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the 

power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his 

majesty. 17For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice 

was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, 

with whom I am well pleased.” 18We ourselves heard this voice come from 

heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 
 

 19So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to 

be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 

morning star rises in your hearts. 20First of all you must understand this, that no 

prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21because no 

prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit 

spoke from God. 
  

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL        Matthew 17:1-9 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 17th chapter.   

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high 

mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his face 

shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there 

appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, 

“Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, 

one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5While he was still speaking, 

suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, 

“This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6When 

the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7But 

Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8And when 

they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 

 

 9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one 

about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

SERMON   
 

Silence follows the sermon for reflection. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

MEAL 

GATHERING OF GIFTS 
  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, 

including the care of those in need.  Online giving is available at felcc.org 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM       Christ Whose Glory Fills the Sky   by Healey Willan 
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Please stand as the gifts are brought forward. 

 

OFFERTORY 

 
  

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen. 
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DIALOG 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 

PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O holy God: 

you are the Life and Light of all. 

By your powerful word you created all things. 

Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 

He is your Light, shining in our darkness 

and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 

his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, 

and his promise to come again, 

we await that day when all the universe 

will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 
 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 

that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 

we may be light for the world, 

revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever.  Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Jesus, as you taught us, we are bold to pray:      
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Communion: All Christians who believe that Jesus is truly present in the bread 

(body of Christ) and in the wine (blood of Christ) are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

To receive Holy Communion, please come down the center aisle, take a glass (the 

prefilled glasses contain grape juice), and gather at the altar. Non-communing 

children and adults may come forward for a blessing. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
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Jesus on the Mountain Peak 
Text:  Brian A. Wren, b. 1936    Music:  BETHOLD, Mark Sedio, b. 1954 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.  Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

BURIAL OF THE ALLELUIA 
 

Today we bring to a close the season of joy and light - the season of Epiphany.  
 

We began this season celebrating with the Magi  

as they worshipped the infant King.    
 

We recall the Spirit of God, who was shining on Jesus at his Baptism.  
 

And, finally today, we remembered the brilliant love of the Father  

at the Lord’s Transfiguration.  
 

During this week, we begin the season of preparation, the season of Lent. 
 

Before Lent, we bury a friend. The “Alleluia” with which we sing and shout our 

praise during the joyous times is put away for this solemn season. It will not be 

gone forever.  It will be brought forth again in joy when we celebrate the 

triumphant Feast of Easter. “Christ is Risen! Alleluia!”  

But for now, we bury our friend. 
 

Men:   We bury it sorrowfully as we bury any friend. 

 

Women:  We bury it expectantly as we look for its return. 
 

All :    And we will shout “Alleluia!” as we celebrate the resurrection.  
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Alleluia, Song of Gladness 
Text: Latin Hymn 11th cent; Music: John Goss, 1800-1880 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33504. Hymns reprinted by permission under One License #A-727079 and 

CCLI #11318988  
 

 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers …  
 

Healing:  June Diehl (3/13), LaRetta Flora (2/23),  

Anna Mae Greenawalt (3/8), Marcia Hunt (3/5),  

Donna Paul (3/6) 
 

Long Term Care: Pat Dent, Austin Hunter, Mary Lou Jessen, and 

Mid Kramer 

 

Military:    Tawny & Brad Arnold, and Aaron Nogle 
 

World Concerns: War in Ukraine and earthquake victims in Turkey and Syria 
 

ATTENDANCE  February 12 102 In-person            

  31 On-line 
 

 

Pancake & Sausage Lunch 
         (In place of Shrove Tuesday Supper) 

     Today at 11:45 
 

 

 

The money raised at this lunch will support the Youth at First 

Lutheran as they attend camps and retreats. 
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EARTHQUAKES IN SYRIA AND TURKEY  Lutheran Disaster Response and 

its partners are prepared to accompany our neighbors impacted by earthquakes. 

One hundred percent of your gifts go to supporting earthquake survivors and other 

people affected by disasters in the region.  Checks may be made payable to “First 

Lutheran” and on the memo line indicate “Earthquakes.”  The checks may be 

placed in the offering plate or sent to the church office and then the church will 

mail this money to Lutheran Disaster Response. 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP   Ash Wednesday is February 22.  This year we 

will be having a 9:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. service with scripture, prayer, and the 

imposition of ashes.  These services will last no longer than 10-15 minutes.  The 

evening service will be our traditional service including Holy Communion.  You 

are welcome to invite friends and neighbors to worship on this day. 
 

Ash Wednesday Worship, February 22 
 

9:30am Imposition of Ashes  (Chapel) 

5:30pm Imposition of Ashes  (Chapel) 

7:00pm  Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion  (Sanctuary) 
 

LENTEN OFFERINGS of First Lutheran as well as the LARC Lenten offerings 

will be donated to Maranatha Ministries. Maranatha is a local faith-based, 

non-profit organization dedicated to serving the community through feeding, 

clothing, and housing. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION INSTRUCTION - will be held on Saturday, March 18 

from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  This class is for elementary age children and their parents.  

If your child is currently receiving communion and you would like them to have a 

better understanding of the sacrament, or if your child would like to receive Holy 

Communion in the near future, this class is for you. Please contact the church 

office by March 16 to register.   
 

UNDY SUNDY’S the Neighborhood Task Team is collecting new underwear 

packages or cash/check donations to purchase underwear. This collection will be 

for children.  Please purchase girls and/or boys brief style, sizes 4-16 . The task 

team will shop for you if you wish to donate by cash or check.  Please place your 

donation in an envelope with “Undy Sundy’s written on the front. Collection 

Baskets/Bins are located at both entrances to the sanctuary and in Memorial Hall.  

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fmiddle-east-crisis&srcid=327077&srctid=1&erid=a77a0333-c601-491a-b048-3bb7af27f3b3&trid=a77a0333-c601-491a-b048-3bb7af27f3b3
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fmiddle-east-crisis&srcid=327077&srctid=1&erid=a77a0333-c601-491a-b048-3bb7af27f3b3&trid=a77a0333-c601-491a-b048-3bb7af27f3b3
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fmiddle-east-crisis&srcid=327077&srctid=1&erid=a77a0333-c601-491a-b048-3bb7af27f3b3&trid=a77a0333-c601-491a-b048-3bb7af27f3b3
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fmiddle-east-crisis&srcid=327077&srctid=1&erid=a77a0333-c601-491a-b048-3bb7af27f3b3&trid=a77a0333-c601-491a-b048-3bb7af27f3b3
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LENT 2023       THEME:  God’s Call to Salvation 
 

We will be having Wednesday Lenten services at the Lutheran, Anglican 

(Episcopalian), and Roman Catholic Churches (LARC Churches) March 1 to 29 at 

7:00 p.m.   A time of beverages and conversation will follow worship. 
 

Date /Time: 

7:00 

 

Weekly Theme 

 

Location 

 

Preacher 

 

March 1 

 

 

Abraham’s Call to  

Journey 

 

Solomon’s Lutheran 

4856 Wayne Rd 

Chambersburg 17202 

717-267-2266 

 

Father Matthew 

Smith 

 

March 8 

 

 

 

Moses’ Call to  

Liberate 

Trinity Lutheran 

431 Philadelphia Ave 

Chambersburg  17201 

(717) 263-8156 

 

Mother Pat 

Dickson 

 

March 15 

 

 

Jonah’s Call to  

Repentance 

 

Trinity Episcopal 

58 S 2nd St 

Chambersburg  17201 

(717) 264-6351 

 

Pastor Jane 

Nicholson 

 

March 22 

 

 

Mary’s Call to  

Bear God’s Son 

Corpus Christi 

Catholic 

320 Philadelphia Ave 

Chambersburg  17201 

(717) 264-6317 

 

Pastor Barb Barry 

 

March 29 

 

 

Disciples’ Call to  

Share the Gospel 

First Lutheran 

43 W Washington St 

Chambersburg 

17201 

717-264-2015 

 

Father Alan 

Wolfe  

 

LENT SOUP SUPPERS   A soup and bread supper will be held each Wednesday 

evening at 5:30 AT THE CHURCH WHERE WORSHIP WILL BE HELD.  

(This is a change – not all suppers will be held at First!)  If you are able to help 

serve, clean-up, or provide soup on March 29 for the supper being held at First 

Lutheran, please contact Barb Evans at 717-360-2535. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Trinity+LUtheran+Chambersburg+PA&sxsrf=AJOqlzXs5b4e-PfwHqV5VgHgLxBzH4-YbA%3A1673472689808&ei=sSq_Y7fqMMWuiLMP9pqPiAM&ved=0ahUKEwj3ht7Ju8D8AhVFF2IAHXbNAzEQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=Trinity+LUtheran+Chambersburg+PA&gs_lcp=&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=Trinity+Episcopal+Chambersburg+PA&sxsrf=AJOqlzWXMUVrQeYTmQEKTpmf5dksMmMoUw%3A1673472879090&ei=byu_Y8b6BNav5NoP-uabgAM&ved=0ahUKEwiG7v6jvMD8AhXWF1kFHXrzBjAQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=Trinity+Episcopal+Chambersburg+PA&gs_lcp=Cgxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAQAzIGCAAQBxAeMgIIJjoKCAAQRxDWBBCwAzoNCAAQRxDWBBDJAxCwAzoICAAQkgMQsAM6BwgjELACECc6DQguEIAEEMcBEK8BEA06CAgAEAUQHhANOgsIABAFEAcQHhDxBDoICAAQCBAeEA06BQgAEIYDSgQIQRgASgQIRhgAUOkIWKo6YNJFaAVwAXgAgAF4iAHfDJIBBDE4LjKYAQCgAQHIAQbAAQE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=Corpus+Christi+Chambersburg+PA&sxsrf=AJOqlzULx-j4qkNqqGPewt0wTtk8iLsXww%3A1673472967001&ei=xiu_Y87ZPJLl5NoPpvm46AE&ved=0ahUKEwjO1PTNvMD8AhWSMlkFHaY8Dh0Q4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=Corpus+Christi+Chambersburg+PA&gs_lcp=Cgxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAQAzINCC4QrwEQxwEQgAQQDTIGCAAQBxAeMgYIABAHEB4yBggAEAcQHjIGCAAQBxAeMgYIABAHEB4yBggAEAcQHjICCCYyAggmMgIIJjoKCAAQRxDWBBCwAzoNCAAQRxDWBBDJAxCwAzoICAAQkgMQsAM6BwgjELACECc6CgguELEDEIMBEEM6BwgAEIAEEAo6EggAEIAEEIcCELEDEIMBEAoQFDoNCC4QgAQQxwEQrwEQCjoGCAAQBRAeOggIABAFEAcQHkoECEEYAEoECEYYAFCXCliJN2CjRmgBcAF4AIAB4QGIAfAVkgEGMjIuNi4xmAEAoAEByAEFwAEB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
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SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY CHORAL CONCERT 

Choir and Chamber Singers in concert at St. John’s United 

Church of Christ, 1811 Lincoln Way East, Chambersburg, on 

Sunday, February 26 at 3 pm.  Come and be blessed. 
 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY  The Day of Edification will be held online on Saturday, 

May 20, 2023.  The Business components of the assembly will be held on Friday 

evening, June 2 online and in person at Trinity Lutheran in Harrisburg on 

Saturday, June 3.  The Conference meeting will be held at St. Luke Lutheran in 

Williamson on Sunday, April 16 at 2 p.m.  If you would like to serve as one of 

First Lutheran’s two lay voting members at these functions, please talk with 

President Timothy Gotwald, or Pastor Nicholson.  Thank you for your 

consideration.  
 

LITTLE DAISY’S CLOSET will be moving from 

Main Street to its new location at 1613 Orchard Drive 

on Saturday February 25  . The moving begins at 8:30 

am at 256 S. Main St. If you are interested in helping 

with the move please contact Mary Gotwald at 717-

264-4759. Members of the Neighborhood Task Team 

will be assisting the move that morning. 
 

SPRING FLING MAY 6, 2023. The date is set and 

the NTT is collecting for the event. Items to donate 

include slightly used spring, summer tops and 

bottoms for men, women and children and casual 

dress for women and children.  Donations may be 

placed in donation bin in Memorial Hall.  
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

  February 19  February 26  March 5 
 

Lector: Jane Love  Rose Wilson  Ralph Burdick 

 

Soundboard:  Rose Wilson  Scott Carbaugh Bob Lawyer 
 

Communion  Jane Love     Jim Brown 

Assistants: Deb Fleegal     Mary Gotwald 

  Karen Maclay    Kristy Nienstedt  
 

Ushers:          Rick Gates  Rick Gates  Gary Fleegal 

            Karen Maclay Karen Maclay Rick Gates 

            Marlin Maclay Marlin Maclay Tudy Gates 

            Rubens Paul  Rubens Paul  Dennis Love 

            Rose Wilson     Rose Wilson   Mark Nicholson   
 

Greeters:      Nancy Wildeson Nancy Wildeson Dot Hammer 

  Bob Wildeson Bob Wildeson Bob Hammer 
 

Altar Guild:   Barb Evans  Barb Evans  Barb Evans 

Karin Woods  Karin Woods          Karin Woods 

 

Acolyte – February 22 - 7 p.m. – Coleton Rankin 

 

 


