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Welcome to Worship 
 

It is a joy to have you here at worship with us today.  
 

Visitors are invited to pick up a Visitor’s Packet as you leave worship today.  

Thank you for joining us this morning!   We are blessed by your presence.  
 

Children are always welcome at worship.  

If desired, there is an unstaffed nursery available for parents and their children  

on the first floor near the ramp, across the hall from the bulletin boards. 
 

Large print bulletins and hearing devices for today’s worship are available.  

Feel free to ask an usher if interested.  

 
 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST 
March 19 to March 26 

 

 Sunday 9:30 a.m. Sunday School  

10:45 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion  
     

Monday       1:00 p.m. MOW Board Meeting 

  6:00 p.m. Worship & Music 

6:00 p.m. Spinning Illusions 

7:00 p.m. Scouts 
 

Tuesday 7:00 p.m. Scouts 
 

Wednesday 9:30 a.m.  Quilting 

  5:30 p.m. Soup Supper – Corpus Christi Catholic 

  7:00 p.m. Worship - Corpus Christi Catholic 
 

Thursday 6:00 p.m. Rose Ringers 

  7:00 p.m. Adult Choir 
    

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

  10:45 a.m. Worship 

    *Confirmation Camp Registration Due 
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GATHERING 
 

WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE     Amazing Grace 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, 

and sustains us with the gift of grace.  Amen. 

 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another 

our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 

 

Please kneel or be seated as you are able.  Silence is kept for refection. 
 

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. 

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 

we spoil rather than steward your creation; 

we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 

we choose fear over compassion. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

as we seek to follow in your way of life.  Amen. 

 

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 

so that all may receive life.  This promise is for you! 

God embraces you with divine mercy, ☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, 

and revives you in the Spirit’s power.  Amen. 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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God,  Whose Almighty Word 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your 

gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and 

anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

WORD 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING       1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 

1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected 

him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you 

to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his 

sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And 

the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 

the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; 

and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what 

the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 

meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I 
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have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the 

sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed 

is now before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 

appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for 

the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but 

the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 

before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse 

made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this 

one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 

“The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your 

sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the 

sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down 

until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had 

beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this 

is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence 

of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day 

forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM         Psalm 23 
 

 1The LORD is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 
 

 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear  

       no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
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SECOND READING       Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of 

light—9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try 

to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of 

darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such 

people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for 

everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

 “Sleeper, awake! 

  Rise from the dead, 

 and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL         John 9:1-41 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 9th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus 

answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 

God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent 

me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the 

world, I am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground 

and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to 

him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 

washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him 

before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and 

beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone 

like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how 

were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread 

it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed 

and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not 

know.” 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it 

was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the 

Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, 

“He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees 

said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others 

said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were 

divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It 

was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 

until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked 

them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now 

see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born 

blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who 

opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents 

said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that 

anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 
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synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said 

to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I 

do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, 

now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 

eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. 

Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 

disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are 

disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, 

we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an 

astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 

eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 

worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard 

that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from 

God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, 

and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 

 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do 

you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so 

that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one 

speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped 

him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not 

see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees 

near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus 

said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, 

‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

SERMON   

Silence follows the sermon for reflection. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  
Please stand following the prayer as you are able. 

  



10 

 

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

MEAL 

GATHERING OF GIFTS 
  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, 

including the care of those in need.  Online giving is available at felcc.org 

 

Please stand as the gifts are brought forward. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM      Silent Was the Night   by Joseph Martin 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERTORY 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in 

faithful service for the sake of your gospel.  Prepare our hearts to receive you 

in this meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the 

wellspring of eternal life.  Amen. 
 

DIALOG 
 

The Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Jesus, as you taught us, we are bold to pray: 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.  Thanks be to God! 
 

Communion: All Christians who believe that Jesus is truly present in the bread 

(body of Christ) and in the wine (blood of Christ) are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

To receive Holy Communion, please come down the center aisle, take a glass (the 

prefilled glasses contain grape juice), and gather at the altar. Non-communing 

children and adults may come forward for a blessing. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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Just As I Am, without One Plea 
Text:  Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871  Music:  WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.  Amen. 
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(Verse 1)   O Lord, Now Let Your Servant 
 Music:  Ernest E. Rydenk, 1886-1981, alt.  Music:  Finnish folk tune; arr. hymnal version 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the 

needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love.  Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
 

God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey.  Amen. 

 

HYMN  (Printed on next page) 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord in love. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE       Sortie    by Lani Smith 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33504. Hymns reprinted by permission under One License #A-727079 and 

CCLI #11318988 
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Christ, the Life of All the Living 
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Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God in 

celebration of Ralph Burdick’s 85th birthday 

by Doris Burdick. 
 

Please remember in your prayers …  
 

Healing:  La Retta Flora (4/1), Pauline Shearer (4/14) 
 

Grief:   Family of Mary Lou Jessen 
 

Long Term Care: Pat Dent, Austin Hunter, and Mid Kramer 

 

Military:    Tawny & Brad Arnold 
 

World Concerns: War in Ukraine 
 

ATTENDANCE  March 12 67 In-person       

18 On-line 
 

SUMMER CAMP OPEN HOUSE AT KIRCHENWALD & NAWAKWA! 
Today and Sunday, April 16 2-4:30 p.m.  Come join us!  Meet some of the 

Summer Camp Staff! $10 gift certificate for the camp store to brand new campers!  

Kirchenwald is located on 340 acres of undeveloped timberland, adjacent to 4000 

acres of State Game Lands, in Lebanon, Pennsylvania.  Nawakwa is located on 

336 acres outside of Arendtsville, in Adams County, Pennsylvania.  For more 

information, visit www.LutheranCamping.org . 
 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY The Day of Edification will be held online on Saturday, 

May 20.  The Business components of the assembly will be held on Friday 

evening, June 2 online and in person at Trinity Lutheran in Harrisburg on 

Saturday, June 3.  The Conference meeting will be held at St. Luke Lutheran in 

Williamson on Sunday, April 16 at 2 p.m.  If you would like to serve as one of 

First Lutheran’s two lay voting members at these functions, please talk with 

President Timothy Gotwald, or Pastor Nicholson.   
 

SPRING FLING MAY 6, 2023 The date is set and the NTT is collecting for the 

event. Items to donate include slightly used spring, summer tops and bottoms for 

men, women and children and casual dress for women and children.  Donations 

may be placed in donation bin in Memorial Hall.  
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LENT 2023       THEME:  God’s Call to Salvation 

We will be having Wednesday Lenten services at the Lutheran, Anglican (Episcopalian), 

and Roman Catholic Churches (LARC Churches) in March at 7:00 p.m.   A time of 

beverages and conversation will follow worship. 

 

Time: 7:00 Weekly Theme Location Preacher 

 

March 22 

 

 

 

Mary’s Call to  

Bear God’s Son 

Corpus Christi 

Catholic 

320 Philadelphia Ave 

Chambersburg  17201 

(717) 264-6317 

 

Pastor Barb Barry 

 

March 29 

 

 

Disciples’ Call to  

Share the Gospel 

First Lutheran 

43 W Washington St 

Chambersburg 

17201 

 

Father Allan 

Wolfe  

 

LENT SOUP SUPPERS   A soup and bread supper will be held each Wednesday 

evening at 5:30 at the church where worship is held.  If you are able to help serve, clean-

up, or provide soup on March 29 for the supper being held at First Lutheran, please 

contact Barb Evans at 717-360-2535. 
 

LENTEN OFFERINGS of First Lutheran as well as the LARC Lenten offerings 

will be donated to Maranatha Ministries. Maranatha is a local faith-based organ-

ization dedicated to serving the community with feeding, clothing, and housing. 
 

BACK PACKS The gathering of individual serving items for the backpack 

program continues as a project of WELCA.  You  are invited to contribute  fruit 

items this month.  This includes canned fruit, fruit cups in light syrup, dried fruit 

such as raisins, plums, and cranberries, and applesauce.  These items are provided 

for the elementary school children who lack adequate nutrition on weekends. 
 

LITTLE DAISY’S CLOSET First Lutheran would like to find ways to be of 

assistance to Little Daisy’s Mission. Everyone is invited to attend a meeting on 

March 22 at 9:15 am in Meeting Room 1 at First to begin discussion. John and 

Kat, Pastor Nicholson, NTT members and the Church council president will be in 

attendance.  Please join us. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Corpus+Christi+Chambersburg+PA&sxsrf=AJOqlzULx-j4qkNqqGPewt0wTtk8iLsXww%3A1673472967001&ei=xiu_Y87ZPJLl5NoPpvm46AE&ved=0ahUKEwjO1PTNvMD8AhWSMlkFHaY8Dh0Q4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=Corpus+Christi+Chambersburg+PA&gs_lcp=Cgxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAQAzINCC4QrwEQxwEQgAQQDTIGCAAQBxAeMgYIABAHEB4yBggAEAcQHjIGCAAQBxAeMgYIABAHEB4yBggAEAcQHjICCCYyAggmMgIIJjoKCAAQRxDWBBCwAzoNCAAQRxDWBBDJAxCwAzoICAAQkgMQsAM6BwgjELACECc6CgguELEDEIMBEEM6BwgAEIAEEAo6EggAEIAEEIcCELEDEIMBEAoQFDoNCC4QgAQQxwEQrwEQCjoGCAAQBRAeOggIABAFEAcQHkoECEEYAEoECEYYAFCXCliJN2CjRmgBcAF4AIAB4QGIAfAVkgEGMjIuNi4xmAEAoAEByAEFwAEB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
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EASTER BREAKFAST will be served from 9 and 10 on Easter 

Sunday.  Please sign up by April 2 in Memorial Hall by the main 

office for breakfast.  The food will be served buffet style. Children’s 

activities will begin at 10 a.m.  Please join us. 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2  Palm Sunday  10:45 a.m. Cantata and Communion 

 

April 6  Maundy Thursday 10:45 a.m. Communion (Chapel) 

 

7:00 p.m.  Communion and Stripping of 

Altar (Sanctuary) 

 

April 7  Good Friday 10:45 a.m. Service of the Word and 

Reading of the Passion 

narrative from Mathew 

(Chapel) 

  

April 9  Easter Sunday  8:00 & 10:45 a.m. Festival Easter Worship with 

       Communion 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
 

  March 19  March 26  April 2 
 

Lector: Gary Fleegal  Sally Herritt   

 

Acolytes:       Brynn Sekel 

        Kayleigh Warne 
 

Soundboard:  Marlin Maclay Mark Nicholson Bob Lawyer 
 

Communion  Jim Brown     Doris Burdick   

Assistants: Mary Gotwald    Ralph Burdick 

  Kristy Niensted    Tim Gotwald 
 

Ushers:        Gary Fleegal  Gary Fleegal  Rick Gates 

         Rick Gates  Rick Gates  Kathy Shoop 

         Tudy Gates  Tudy Gates  Don Shoop 

         Dennis Love  Dennis Love  Mary Beth Warne 

         Mark Nicholson   Mark Nicholson Bob Wildeson 
 

Greeters:      Dot Hammer  Dot Hammer  Marcia Hunt 

  Bob Hammer  Bob Hammer  Joe Hunt 
 

Altar Guild:   Barb Evans  Barb Evans  Barb Evans 

Karin Woods  Karin Woods          Karin Woods 

 
 

Central Presbyterian Church Invites you to: 
Lenten Noontime Musical Meditation 

Wednesday, March 22 12 p.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Helen Wingert, Organist 

Come and bring a friend.  Everyone is welcome. 

Central Presbyterian Church (on the square) 

40 Lincoln Way West Chambersburg, PA  17201 
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43 West Washington Street 

Chambersburg Pa 17201 

www.felcc.org 

FELCCoffice@gmail.com 

717–264-2015 

 

Pastor  The Rev. Jane Nicholson 

Pastoral Assistant The Rev. Charles Kampmeyer 

Director of Church Music Freda J. Dorand, Deacon 

Parish Administrator Cheryl Christman 

Treasurer Sally Herritt 

Financial Secretary Carol McCoy 

Custodian Jennifer Flores 

 

Church Office Hours – Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 
 

The mission of First Lutheran Church is to be the light of Jesus, 

burning brightly and vigorously in our community. 

 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship at 10:45 a.m. 

also on facebook at First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

and on our webpage at www.FELCC.org  

 

ALL are invited to hear and receive God's blessing in Jesus,  

and to worship with us.  

We welcome visitors this morning.  
Please pick up a visitor’s packet. They are located at the top of the steps.  

at the rear of the church or on the table at the elevator entrance. 

 

 


