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Welcome to Worship 
 

It is a joy to have you here at worship with us today.  
 

Visitors are invited to pick up a Visitor’s Packet as you leave worship today.  

Thank you for joining us this morning!   We are blessed by your presence.  
 

Children are always welcome at worship.  

If desired, there is an unstaffed nursery available for parents and their children  

on the first floor near the ramp, across the hall from the bulletin boards. 
 

Large print bulletins and hearing devices for today’s worship are available.  

Feel free to ask an usher if interested.  

 
 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST 
March 26 to April 2 

 

 Sunday 9:30 a.m. Sunday School  

10:45 a.m. Worship  

  *Confirmation Camp Registration Due 
     

Monday       2:00 p.m. Evangelism Committee 

6:00 p.m. Spinning Illusions 

  7:00 p.m. Scouts 
 

Tuesday 7:00 p.m. Scouts 
 

Wednesday 9:30 a.m.  Quilting 

  5:30 p.m. Soup Supper– First Lutheran 

  7:00 p.m. Worship – First Lutheran 
 

Thursday 6:00 p.m. Rose Ringers 

  7:00 p.m. Adult Choir 
 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

  10:45 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion 

    Palm Sunday - Cantata  
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GATHERING 
 

WELCOME  

  

PRELUDE           Out of the Depths I Cry To Thee   by J.S. Bach  

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, 

and sustains us with the gift of grace.  Amen. 

 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another 

our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 

 

Please kneel or be seated as you are able.  Silence is kept for refection. 
 

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. 

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 

we spoil rather than steward your creation; 

we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 

we choose fear over compassion. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

as we seek to follow in your way of life.  Amen. 

 

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 

so that all may receive life.  This promise is for you! 

God embraces you with divine mercy, ☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, 

and revives you in the Spirit’s power.  Amen. 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 

Text:  Sigismund on Birken, 1626-1681    Music:  Georg G. Boltze, 18th Cent. 
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GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and 

death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to 

new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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WORD 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING      Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 

the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led 

me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very 

dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, 

you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 

bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will 

cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will 

cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and 

you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

 

 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there 

was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, 

and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 

covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 

the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: 

Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 

live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 

they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 

 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 

say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 

completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am 

going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I 

will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, 

when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I 

will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own 

soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says 

the LORD.” 
 
  

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM        Psalm 130 
 

 1Out of the depths 

  I cry to you, O LORD; 

 2O LORD, hear my voice! 

  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 

 

 3If you were to keep watch over sins, 

  O LORD, who could stand? 

 4Yet with you is forgiveness, 

  in order that you may be feared.  

 

 5I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; 

  in your word is my hope. 

 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for  

        the morning, more than those who keep watch for the morning. 

 

 7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 

  with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 

 8For the LORD shall redeem Israel 

  from all their sins.  
 

SECOND READING       Romans 8:6-11 
 

6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does 

not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot 

please God. 
 

 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 

in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 

him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is 

life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal 

bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

  

GOSPEL         John 11:1-45 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 11th  chapter.   

Glory to you, O Lord.   

Due to the length of the Gospel reading, you may be seated. 
 

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his 

feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to 

Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This 

illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God 

may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her 

sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 

longer in the place where he was. 

 

 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The 

disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are 

you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? 

Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this 

world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in 

them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but 

I am going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has 

fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his 

death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told 
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them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that 

you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said 

to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
 

 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of 

the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their 

brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while 

Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you 

whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 

again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on 

the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 

believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and 

believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, 

I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 

world.” 
 

 28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 

privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, 

she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, 

but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with 

her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 

followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 

there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and 

said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 

weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where 

have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to 

weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, 

“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 

dying?” 
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 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 

stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister 

of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been 

dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 

would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 

upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you 

always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so 

that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a 

loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet 

bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 

“Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 

 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what 

Jesus did, believed in him. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON   

Silence follows the sermon for reflection. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
Please stand as you are able. 
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My Faith Looks Up To Thee 
Text: Ray Palmer 1807-1887    Music: OLIVET Lowell Mason 1792-1872 

 

OUR RESPONSE 

GATHERING OF GIFTS     Online giving is available at felcc.org 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM      Yet There is Room               by  JeanAnn Shaffer 

 with handbells by Cassie Craven and Karen Goodman 
 

Please stand as the gifts are brought forward. 
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OFFERTORY 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 

us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Jesus, as you taught us, we are bold to pray:      

 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
 

God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey.  Amen.  
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You Are the Way 

Text:  George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.    Music:  DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord in love. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE        Sing Praise to God   by Emma Diehm 
  

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33504. Hymns reprinted by permission under One License #A-727079 and 

CCLI #11318988 

 
 

 

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God in honor of 

John Shearer’s 95th Birthday by Pauline Shearer and Family 

 



17 

 

Please remember in your prayers …  
 

Healing:  La Retta Flora (4/1), Joe Martin (4/21), 

 Pauline Shearer (4/14) 
 

Long Term Care: Esther Beaver, Pat Dent, Austin Hunter, and Mid Kramer 

 

Military:    Tawny & Brad Arnold 
 

World Concerns: War in Ukraine 
 

ATTENDANCE  March 19 77 In-person   14 On-line 
 

MARCH 29 LENT WORSHIP with our Christian brothers and sisters of LARC will be 

hosted at First Lutheran Church.  Soup supper is at 5:30 in the Fellowship Hall and 

Worship will be held at 7:00 in the sanctuary.  It is our hope that you will be there to 

extend a arm welcome on behalf of our congregation.  A time of beverages and 

conversation will follow worship.  If you are able to help serve, clean-up, or provide soup 

please contact Barb Evans at 717-360-2535. 
 

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE Monday the 27th at 2:00 p.m. 
 

LENTEN OFFERINGS of First Lutheran as well as the LARC Lenten offerings 

will be donated to Maranatha Ministries. Maranatha is a local faith-based organ-

ization dedicated to serving the community with feeding, clothing, and housing. 
 

EASTER BREAKFAST will be served from 9 and 10 on Easter 

Sunday.  Please sign up by April 2 in Memorial Hall by the main 

office for breakfast.  The food will be served buffet style. Children’s 

activities will begin at 10 a.m.  Please join us. 
 

SPRING FLING MAY 6, 2023 The date is set and the NTT is collecting for the 

event. Items to donate include slightly used spring, summer tops and bottoms for 

men, women and children and casual dress for women and children.  Donations 

may be placed in donation bin in Memorial Hall.  
 

BACK PACKS The gathering of individual serving items for the backpack 

program continues as a project of WELCA.  You  are invited to contribute  fruit 

items this month.  This includes canned fruit, fruit cups in light syrup, dried fruit 

such as raisins, plums, and cranberries, and applesauce.  These items are provided 

for the elementary school children who lack adequate nutrition on weekends. 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
 

  March 26  April 2   April 9 
 

Lector: Sally Herritt  Rose Wilson  8:00 -  Gerry Wilson   

10:45 - Brynn Sekel 

 

Acolytes:    Kayleigh Warne 8 am – Tyler Johnson 

            10:45 am – Sam Nienstedt 

           Coleton Rankin 
 

Soundboard: Mark Nicholson Bob Lawyer  8 am – Rose Wilson 

         10:45 a.m. – Mark Nicholson 
 

Communion     Doris Burdick 8 am – Tim Gotwald  

Assistants:    Ralph Burdick 10:45 – Doris Burdick 

     Tim Gotwald     Ralph Burdick 

           Tim Gotwald 
 

Ushers:          Gary Fleegal  Rick Gates   Rick Gates 

           Rick Gates  Kathy Shoop   Kathy Shoop 

           Tudy Gates  Don Shoop   Don Shoop 

           Dennis Love  Mary Beth Warne  Mary Beth Warne 

           Mark Nicholson Bob Wildeson  Bob Wildeson 
 

Greeters:       Dot Hammer  Marcia Hunt   Marcia Hunt 

  Bob Hammer  Joe Hunt   Joe Hunt 
 

Altar Guild:   Barb Evans  Barb Evans   Barb Evans 

Karin Woods  Karin Woods           Karin Woods 

 

April 6, 7 pm - Maundy Thursday – Communion Assistant – Tim Gotwald 
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43 West Washington Street 

Chambersburg Pa 17201 

www.felcc.org 

FELCCoffice@gmail.com 

717–264-2015 

 

Pastor  The Rev. Jane Nicholson 

Pastoral Assistant The Rev. Charles Kampmeyer 

Director of Church Music Freda J. Dorand, Deacon 

Parish Administrator Cheryl Christman 

Treasurer Sally Herritt 

Financial Secretary Carol McCoy 

Custodian Jennifer Flores 

 

Church Office Hours – Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 
 

The mission of First Lutheran Church is to be the light of Jesus, 

burning brightly and vigorously in our community. 

 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship at 10:45 a.m. 

also on facebook at First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

and on our webpage at www.FELCC.org  

 

ALL are invited to hear and receive God's blessing in Jesus,  

and to worship with us.  
  

We welcome visitors this morning.  
Please pick up a visitor’s packet. They are located at the top of the steps.  

at the rear of the church or on the table at the elevator entrance. 
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