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Christmas Day 

 

Service of Word and Holy Communion 

Gathering 

 WELCOME & PRELUDE 

 CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION 

  Many ages after God created the heavens and the earth, 

     when man and woman were formed 

     in God’s own image; 

long after the great flood, when God set the rainbow 

     in the clouds as a sign of the covenant; 

twenty-one centuries from the time of Abraham and Sarah; 

thirteen centuries after Moses led God’s people to freedom; 

eleven centuries from the time of Ruth and the judges; 

a thousand years from the anointing of David as king; 

in the sixty-fifth week as Daniel's prophecy takes note; 

in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 

the seven hundred and fifty-second year 

     from the founding of the city of Rome; 

the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; 

in the sixth age of the world, 

     all earth being at peace, 

Jesus Christ, eternal God, Son of the eternal Father, 

     willing to hallow the world by his coming in mercy, 

     was born of the virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea. 

Today is the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

     God made flesh. 

  

Please stand as you are able. 
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GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

We gather to worship the Christ Child.   

We gather to ponder with Mary, the wonder and mystery of his birth. 
 

My soul magnifies the Lord. 

And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
 

For he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed. 
 

For unto us is born… 

The light, life and hope of the world. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  

Let us pray.  

All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world  

has brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness,  

and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ,  

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

Please be seated. 
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Word 

SCRIPTURE READNG                                                      Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

 7 How beautiful upon the mountains 

  are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

 who brings good news, 

  who announces salvation, 

  who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

 8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

  together they sing for joy; 

 for in plain sight they see 

  the return of the Lord to Zion. 

 9 Break forth together into singing, 

  you ruins of Jerusalem; 

 for the Lord has comforted his people, 

  he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

 10 The Lord has bared his holy arm 

  before the eyes of all the nations; 

 and all the ends of the earth shall see 

  the salvation of our God. 

 

PSALM        Psalm 98 
 

 1 Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
 

 2 O Lord, you have made known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 

 3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
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 4 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
 

 5 Sing to the Lord with the harp, 

  with the harp and the voice of song. 
 

 6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

  shout with joy before the king, the Lord. 
 

 7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 

  the world and those who dwell therein. 
 

 
8 Let the rivers clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,  

who comes to judge the earth. 
 

 9 The Lord will judge the world with righteousness 

  and the peoples with equity.  
 

SCRIPTURE READNG                                                   Hebrews 1:1-4 

1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 

prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3 He is 

the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and 

he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification 

for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having 

become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 

excellent than theirs. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
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Angels We Have Heard on High 

Text & Music: tr. H.F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864, arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958 
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GOSPEL READING      John 1:1-14 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 1st chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through 

him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 

being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 

  6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself 

was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 

  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did 

not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of 

the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 

  14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MESSAGE    

 

Please stand following the message. 
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Please be seated. 

MEAL 

GATHERING OF GIFTS 
 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including 

the care of those in need.  Online giving is available at felcc.org 

or by scanning this QR code 

SPECIAL MUSIC   

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

What Child Is This 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 

 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

haste, haste to bring him laud, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 

the virgin sings her lullaby; 

joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray.  Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came 

among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with 

your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all 

earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places  

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh  

you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory;  

that, beholding the God made visible,  

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.  

And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
  

Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, 

at the birth of time your word brought light into the world. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary 

to shine in our darkness and to make us your daughters and sons. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us,  

his death and resurrection, we await his coming again 

when all things will be restored in him. 
 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup,  

that, held and nourished by you, 

we may live as your children, shining with the light of your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  

in your holy Church, both now and forever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  

Come, behold and receive your Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

  

Please be seated. 
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 Communion: All Christians who believe that Jesus is truly present in the bread 

(body of Christ) and in the wine (blood of Christ) are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

To receive Holy Communion, please come down the center aisle, take a glass (the 

prefilled glasses contain grape juice), and gather at the altar. Non-communing 

children and adults may come forward for a blessing. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 

TABLE BLESSING 
  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep us in his grace!  Amen. 

  

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table 

with gifts of grace, truth, and life.   

As you have gathered us in joy, 

send us forth as messengers of your peace. 

Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 

born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
  May you be filled with the wonder of Mary,   

the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, 

 the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the wise men,  

  and the peace of the Christ Child.  

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  

bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 
 

Filled with the joy of Christ’s birth, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 



19 

 

 POSTLUDE   
Hymns reprinted by permission under One License #A-727079 

 

Welcome and Merry Christmas to our Visitors 
 

We invite you to sign the welcome pad and pick up a  

Visitor's Packet as you leave the service today.  

Thank you for joining us this morning! 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers …  
 

Healing: Bonnie (1/3),  Destinee Gray (12/29), 

Denise Heinbaugh (1/7), Toni Uglow (1/9), 

Jane & Paul Stockhousen (12/25),  
 

Long Term Care: Pat Dent, Julie Diehl, June Diehl, Charles Kampmeyer,  

Garry Shatzer, and Joe Pine  
 

Military: Tawny & Brad Arnold and Parker Brown. 

 

POINSETTIAS You are encouraged to take your poinsettia with you 

today.  
 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS-Please note the church office will be closed today, 

December 31 and January 1, 2025. If you have a pastoral emergency during the 

Christmas Season, please call Pastor Nicholson at home. 717-753-3940.  
 

ANNUAL REPORTS from the committees and staff are due to the church office 

by Monday, January 6, 2025. 

 

2024 STATEMENTS for Contributions that you wish to be credited to 2024 must 

be received in the church office NO LATER THAN December 29, 2024.  Any 

contributions that are received after December 29th will be credited to 2025.  Any 

questions, please contact Carol McCoy.    
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 

  December 25 December 29 January 5 
 

Greeters:      Nancy Hamilton Nancy Hamilton Karen Naus 

         Kathy Shoop  Kathy Shoop   

  

Lector: Gerry Wilson  Doris Burdick Joyce Ray 

 

Soundboard:  Scott Carbaugh Scott Carbaugh Scott Carbaugh 

 

Closer:  Jeff Dorand  Jeff Dorand  Jeff Dorand 

 

Communion             

Assistants: Karen Sloan     Deb Fleegal   

        Kristy Nienstedt 

        Janet Love 

  
     

Ushers:       Rick Gates  Rick Gates  Barb Evans  

          Nicki Johnson Nicki Johnson Rick Gates 

                      Denny Love  Denny Love  Gary Kennedy 

          Mark Nicholson Mark Nicholson Marianne Kennedy 

 Bob Wildeson Bob Wildeson Denny Love 

  
 

Altar Guild:   Barb Evans  Barb Evans  Barb Evans 

Karin Woods  Karin Woods          Karin Woods 

 


